GR-0429 BRITISH COLUMBIA. ATTORNEY GENERAL.
Box 06 Correspondence inward, 1900.
File 02




i 3
l'. < 2 (7 oLy (7 | — ‘» Z

R. G. TATLOW,
VANCOUVER, B. C.

———

| ?‘*‘4 -"'—Z’:*“"a"&““







|

. s W =

l.‘m V. Hanichi Shibate et al.

On the 8th inst. we were interviewed by R, G,
Patlow, M. P.P. and iy, diyveil, Prévincial gonstable, and
asked to advise on ¥he \Wuilied of oartain mrosecutions
against Japs for ocbtadnipg fraudu.ant Nathwralizationspapers
in order to take part in the fishing en the Fraser River and
other parts of the Province this year.
As the gquestion of getting evidence in cases of this
xind is very diffiocult the 0fficer of course had great aifrfie
oulty in proceeding and it was only through information re-
seived in a round-about way frem the American Emigration office
that we were able to put our hands on any Japs who had fraudu-
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lent Naturalization papers.
Mr, Canpbell sucoceeded in arresting th "o Japs wno

came to this Province from Japan in March of this year, and
who had pasg-ports on them to that effect when arrested, who
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our county dourt here in June last, three months after thelir

The evidenze being so diffioult to

arrival in this country.
get together and to bring the case home to the prisoners we

neve had to have several adjournments in the Police Court,and
as all the Japs were arrested at diffaront times we had all

the cases adjourned to come up yesterday.
ve find now that the only way of mroving that tho
Japs errived in this sountry on the doat im Narch is through,

Mr, Heley, the head of the American offiece here,

does not wish to have his office sonnected with the matier in
any way, and they ¢laim a certain amount of pr ivilege as to
giving evidence of any mattiers whioch come through their offlice.
He is perfectly willing to allow his internmreter to give
evidence, providing he has the consenti of the authorities at
vashington, and accordingly Mr. Tatlow wired you vesterday to
obtain that sonsent if possible., If we oould not get thias
it might be possible that we could force the Ameriocan of rioud
to give testimony without it, or on the other hand we coulfl

put one of the Japs, ageinst whom thers is a weak ocase,dhWe
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the box to mrove that the other prisoner arrived on the same
boat as he did in the month of March.

r, Jardbould is acting for the defence in the mat-
ter, and we yvesterday received a’x! Ankling that his evidence

will go to prove that these Japs were never ashore off the
boat in the C0ity of Vancouver at all, and that they never went
before Mr, Thiocke, the Notary Public, but apparently some of
their friends did the swearing for them, If this evidence

is substantiated on oath it will of course show that the gross—-
est frauds have been ~ommitted in comection with Naturaliga-
tion, and as we understand from gaptain Tatlow that your
primarv idea in this investigation is not so much to punish
ignorant Japs as it is to get at the bottom of who has been
committing these frauds, and to show clearly that frauds have
been committed under the Provisions of the "Naturaligzation Aot"
and that there should be some remedy for such matters.

When the case came up yvesterday Mr. Carbould applied

for an adjournment in order to get witnesses from up North to

to prove that on the date that the Japs are supposed to have
taken their oath before the Notapy here that thevy were up

North at the time, and on this statement the Magistrate adjourn-
ed the case for one week.
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YesSerday when we attempted here to get a stenographer to
take the evidence down we found that Mr,. Evans was engaged in

Court and that Mr. Urquhert was laid up, 80 Mr, Tatlow saw My

which he consented to do; he has Pt iz a bdill with us for

the days he laid oVdd A¥ ““ aé N ““ﬁ étpenses, amounting
| !1’.'0 vhith 08 Ravd putd, i Por “d W 0% enclase a

Sovernpant VORISR, @Y FEOEHENd .
¥e sagh DEhay 0 yepaxt $hes My, QuEadell also

wrrested lagt wak Hwaee ARy Juaanese Y4k Rasaparts on them
ghowing that they had 18t Japan his Y949, A\t also in posses-
sion of Naturalization papers. These men weme brought up on

Saturday and were remanded until the 24th inst, tlll we saw

what became of the other prosecutions of the looal Japs here,
and they are ndw in the Jail at VWestminster, They admitted

@t the time Of the arrest that they had only arrived in Aritish
- 0olwumbdia this vear.

Tiio affidavits or declarations in these cases were
taken beforo Geo. 8. MaoTavish at Rivers Inlet, and we presume

that he 18 now there; whether he ocan remember these partioular

J&ps and idemtify *hem or not is another gquestion, and we do
“ #rpose to go to the éxpense of instruocting the bringing



oW prosecuting in the Poliece court here, even if we are not
Sucoessful in sending the prisoners up for trial, we are cer-
tainly wringing out a lot of evidence to show what frauds have

been committed in the way of naturalizing Japs in this whole-
sale mammer,

We wish that you woula notify us at once as to
whether vou thimk 1t wise to bring MacTavish down to glive

evidence at the preliminary hearing or not., In the meantime

we will do nothing further with these cases until we hear fronm
you.

We have the honour to ve,

Your obedient sevantu,

BM, 3
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Sir:- Regina V. Hanichli Shibato et al,
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Since reporting to you on this matter yesterday,
Mr. Tatlow has shown us your telegram inquiring for further
particulars in reference to the American 0fficers giving

evidence.

Prom our last fetter you will see what we wish to
prove, and the only thing further that we can add is that the
American officers first gave the information upon which Mr.

Campbell asted.

. 1t seems thatfmmber of Jans, among these the three
arrested, left thelr papers with the American officers, includ-
ing pass-ports dated in Japan March of this year, also
Naturalization papers, dated in June, The officers saw that

they had not been the necessary three yvears in the sountry and
they questiioned them about it, or at least the internreter
connected with the office did, and they admitted to him that

they had nome to Viectoria in March on the S.S. "Bremer®. This

evidence of course is necessary in order to prove that thev
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perjured themselves when they took a declaration before Mr.
Thicke that they had been four vears in the sountry,.

Ag we wrote you, Mr., Heley, head of the American
office here, although he is willing to do everything to help
us out and has given a lot of information, still he is afraid
of complisations arising through this nase should his officer
glive ovidonoo' between himself and the Japanese Consul here,
and on that account he has declined, as well as the officer,
to voluntarily give evidense slaiming the right that because

they represent the American Government here that they are not
subjest to the Jourts in the same way as our own subjeots.and
that further this information having been given in a confident-
ial way to the American Govermment 0ffinial they would be
entitled to a certain mrivilege in refusing to answer the
questions, Whether they would go to the extent of refusing
to answer after Dbeen taken in the Polise Oowrt is another

matter, and as they have been so good as to give information
Mr, Tatlow thought it would be detter to follow out the sug-
gestlions thrown out by Mr, Healey and have the authorities at

Washington, through you, request the officer to give whatever
evidence he osould. '
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We think that this information will place the mat-
ter sufficiently clear before you so that you can intelligent-
ly commmunicate with washington.

We have the honour o be,
sir,
Your obedient servantis,
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Sir:- Regina V., Hantbhi Shibato Et Al,

We beg to report that on the 24th inst., the above
cases came up for preliminary hearing before the Police
NMagistrate and we took the course suggested in our last letter
and put one of the otier Japanese in the box to prove that
Shibato arrived in this Province in March last, on the same
Steamer that he did, himself. This ofcourse did away with the |
necessity of ocalling upon the American 0fficer, The Magistra.e
considered that we had made out a prima facie case, and called
upon Mr. Carbould to put in his defence. He put the prison-
er in the box and on cross-examination we nroved that he arriv-
in the country in Marech and was shipped by a Japanese labore
contractor from Victoria to Rivers Inlet to work in a cannery
there; that he was not ashore at all in vansouver, as the hoat
was only here an hour; that he apparently was very ignorant and
had no ideas about Naturalization papers or that he had to have
even a fishing license, although he fished this vear.
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He stated that while wp fishing, sone time in June,
another Jap came to him and handed him his Naturalizatione<paper

and told him to kxeep it. The Magistrate déoMed, arfter hearing
his evidence, to dismiss the case, as our case of course was
necessarlily weak, but we have proved conclusively,by evidence
on oath, that great frauds have been pernetrated under the
"Naturalization Act", fThis evidence we are having extended

as soon as the stenographer has time to gzet it out and we will

Tforward 1% to vou in due course.

We of cdurse had to depend for the main part of our
evidence on Nagow, the Japanese interpreter, who seems to have
been in partnerehip, in conneation with the taking of Natural-
iza tion papers with the Notary, Mr. Thicke, who claims tha.

& Jap came to him calling himself Shibato, and thathe toox him
up before Mr. Thicke and he took the negessary oath and after

the certificate was received from the Qourt he forwarded it to
Shibato at Rivers Inlet.

There 1s no doubt to my mind that this man Nagow and
Mr. Thicke have been doing a wholesale business in Naturalizing

people that were not in the city at all through using some other

Japanese to make the necessary 1enlarations; and we have been

further advised, on good suthority, that Mr., Thicke and Nagow

took trips out to Steveston on Sunday to take affidavits there.
Although Nagow appears to be at the bottom of this whole busi-
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ness, still, as we are advised af present, we do not see that

it would be any use to lay a charge against him of Subornation
of perjury, as he would simply get out of it by saying that he
thought the Japanese he took before the Notary Public were

really the people they pretended to be and in whose names the
Naturalization papers were made out, and of course as we cannot
get at the putioul& Japanese who took these affidavits there
is no way of bringing a case home to Nagow,

We have had a long interview with Mr, Bremner, the
Dominion Laber gonmissioner, and he tells us that he knows of

one o&ase in whinh a Jap actually took the oath himself of three
vears residence, whereas he only arrived in the country this

year, and he is now trying to locate the Jap, although it is
two or three months since he saw him and if he can find him we

will lay information in this oase and perhaps have more suo-

cess than we had in the others.

We might say that of the 613 Nathwralization pavers
issued this year 307 were sworn to before Mr, Thiocke, and 209

before E., W. MacLean; and Mr, Thiocke, apparently for some rea-
son or other, had 178 of these issued at Chilliwhaok, and the

way he accountis for that is that the first sitting of the Oourt
was there and they wished them to be taken out in a hurry.
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We have also been informed by the Health Inspectior
here that Mr, Thicke,early in this year, went to him and wanted

to get the paptisulars of all the Japanese Boarding Houses in
the 0ity, whioh were registered in his offlce, as he wantied

to see them in connection with getting Naturalization Papers.

This information the Health Inspector did not give him, This

points out clearly that besides being at least most careless
in the way of taking these affidavits he has been, as we have

suspected all along, drumming up a business in the way of
Naturalization of Japs, and that Nagow participated no doubt

in the fees which Mr. Thicke got,
Ve might say tha}' Mr. E. W. MacLean lives amongst the

Japs and Chinamen here am' arts as internreter very often for

them, and we think that a man like that having commission of
Notery Publie might do considerable harm, and we would suggest
that if the Government does not feel like cancelling the conmiig-
gions of these two men that it should at least have some sort

of an investigation into their mode of nrecedure as io taking

Naturalization affidavits, as the public here feel very sitrong-

1y on the matter, and .think. the commission®should be cancelled

or at least some thing further done,
Ve also beg to report that as the other Japanese

cases stood exactly on the same basis as Shibato's, §e thought
| that there was nothing else for us to do but to with-draw thes:
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cases without going to any further expense, whioh we according-
ly did, and in each case we took from the prisoners their
Naturalization Certificates whiqh were admitted to be bad by

their own Oons@l, and they are now in possession of the
Provinecial gonstable, Mr. Campbell,
¥We have the honour to be,
8ir,

Your obedient servants,

Dict. W. J. B,




