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BRIEE

Opposing Oriental Franchise in the
Province of British Columbia

Keasons why it would not be in the best in-
terests of Cansda for the Dominion Government
to make eny emendments to the Elections and
Franchise Acts which would permit Cansadian
citizens of Criental birth or perentege in
British Columbia to vote in Dominion elec-
tions, contrary to the views of the majority
of British Columbia citizens as expressed by
Provinciel Statute.

In 1936 there appeared before the Special Committee on
Elections and Franchice, appointed by the House of Commons, a
delegation of four Japenese who presented a brief asking that the
Dominion Election and Franchise Acts be emended by deleting certain
sections of the present Acts which by their provisicns allows
citizens of Oriental or Asietic birth or origin to vote only in
those provinces which by Provincial Stetute do not preclude them
from voting in Provinciel elections. As the Province of Eritish
Columbie is one province which deems it edvisable to preclude all
citizens of Oriental or Asistic birth or origin from voting, this
Brief is presented with the view of plecing before the Committee
certain important fects in regard to this question which have not
80 rar>becn ﬁrcacntcd. In view of the very strenuous cfforts being
put forth on behelf of the Jepenese resident in British Columbie it

is also felt some statement should be made by wey of rcbuttal.

HISTORY OF OKIENTAL IMMIGRATION INTO CANADA

So thet a proper and better understending of the Oricntal
problem may be obtained, it is dcemed advisable first of ell to
present a brief resume of Orientel immigration into Canade from

Confederation days up to the present timc, It should bc noted,
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however, that the Oricntal or Asiatic question is primerily a Bri-
tish Columbia question and does not to any extent if at all effect
any of the other provinces of the Dominion. According to a Pro-
vincial survey over a period of twenty years, eighty per cent of
all Chinese immigration to Canada is resident in British Columbia,
ninety-eight per cent of all the Japanese, and ninety per cent of
the Hindus, resident within that Province. This is perhaps under-
standeble when one considers that British Columbie faces the Pacific

Oceen end is Cenada's western gatewey.

Procticelly ell Oriental end Asietic immigretion is con-
fined to British Columbia aend those living east of the Rocky

Mountains are wholly unaware of the seriousness of this Oriental

penetration within the Province of British Columbia. It is se.e

to say thet had the other provinces the same number of 0:ientals

in proportion to their total populstion as has British Columbia,

not only would this problem have been brought home to them, but
something would have been done about it ere this time, For exanmple,
if the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec had the same number of
Orientals in proportion to the belance of theirpopuletion, there
would be over 500,000 in those two provinces elone. Later on in

the Brief I shall deal with the actuasl figures.

It should be noted by the Committee, thet leaving out
of the discussion the Hindus, there are two distinct classes of
Orientals in B. C., namcly: Chinese and Japenese, both being
.mostly Mongolisn in their origin. In regerd to those from India,
who are mostly of the Aryan race, thesc are not et the moment,
nor are they likely to become eny great problem, the estimeted
total number being not over 1400, and of this number only about

two per cent are females, so thet no great increase is feared.

CHINESE

The Chinese were the first of the Oricntel peoples to

scttle in British Columbia, somc having landed on the Pacific
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Coast before Confederation., There was some fear even as far back
as 1889 that Canade might be over-run by Orientals, for legislation
governing the entry of persons of Chinese origin was first enacted
in that yecr, et which time a head tax of $50 was placed as a
barrier to their entry. This was later inoreesed in 1901 to $100
and egain in 1904 was reised to §500 for every Chinaman coming in, -
but so great was the number of Chinese immigrantes entering, thet
in 1923 the legislation governing the entry of Chinese was repealed
and a new Act passed., This enactment abolished the head tax entirely
and provided only for the entry of three classes, designated in
Section § of the Chinese Immigration Act as follows:
"The entry to or lending in Ceneda of persons of Chinesc origin or
descent irrespective of allegience or citizenship, is confined to
the following clesses, thet iec to say:-
(e) The members of the diplomatic corps, or other government

represcntatives, their suites and their servants, end consuls

end consuler agents;
(b) The children born in Canade ofparents of Chinese race or

descent, who heve left Ceanada for educational or other purposes,

on substuntiating their identity to the satisfection of the con-

troller et the port or place where they seck to enter on their

return;

(e) (1) Merchents as defined by such regulations as the Minister may
prescribe,

(11) Students coming to Canada for the gurpose of attcndance,
and while in actual attendence, at eny Canadian university or
college authorized by statute or charter to confer degrees."
This practically closed the door insofar as the Chinese
were concerned, as since that enactment in 1923 only scme seven
Chinesc have entcrcd as immigrants.
The total number of Chinese immigrents entcring Caneda,
according to the Department of Immigration records, since 1886
amounts to 0,326, and of this number 82,370 entered on psyment
of heced tax. The totel amount of hced tax money paid by the
Chinese for admission to this country between 1885 end 1923, when
the doors were closed to immigration, emounted to the largc sum of

$21,283,150,

This faot should not b¢ entirely lost sight of when con-

sidering the plea of the Japanese in this country, and there is




VOLUME 2/3: H.D., WILSON, BRIEF OPPOSING ORIENTAL FRANCHISE
IN B,C, (TOM REID, MP NEW WESTMINSTER),

*h

4.

11ttlc doubt that thc Chincse have been disoeriminated against as
compared with the Japencsc, who have been allowed to enter Canada
without any such hendicap end frec of any head tex., Further there
is a special Act on our Stetutc Books called the Chincsc Immigration
Act, which prohibits any Chinese entering Cancda except, of course,
certain preseribed clesses such as members of the diplomatic corps,
etc. Here egain the Jepencse have been given more favourable treat-
ment in that there is no such Act or berricr in forcc egainst thosc

of Jepenesc origin or birth.

It is difficult indeed to state accurately the precise
number of Chinese in Canada and particularly in British Columbia,
owing to certain well-known factors such as: the number or_Chineae
leaving Cenade and returning, the number of deaths, the number who
have entered surreptitiously, the difficulty of taking a census of
the Chinese populetion, end the reluctance of the Chinese to regis-
ter births. These and other reasons make it extremely difficult to
enumerate the exact number, end here it might te said the same
difficulties apply with equal force when dealing with figures of
the Japanese populetion, and which will be dealt with later.

It would only be fair to state, however, that the number
of Chinese is now somewhat less than a few years ago owing to the
return of many Chinese to their native land. This coupled with the
fact that the number of Chinese femsles ies only ten per cent of the
Chinese males, is quite an importent fector in preventing the natural

increase which would ensue were there more Chinese women.

The letest official figures given are those iscucd by the
Economic Council of British Columbia and issued in Secptember, 1935,
the total Chinecse in British Columbis at the e¢nd of 1931 being given
as 27,139, of which 24,900 were males and only 2,839 females, This
ratio of ten per cent is in distinct contrast to the Japenese where
the Japenese females elmost cquel the number of Japencse males in

the Province.
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Before leaving the Chinese question it should be noted
that no agitation to te given the franchise hes come from the
Chinese in British Columbia, nor has anything been said of the
fact that in the Province of Saskatchewan it is the Chinese only
who are not allowed to vote at Provincial Elections, and are :1e
only Orienta) race specifically mentioned. The present sgitetion
for the frenchise has been fostered entirely by the Japenese and
by Japenese societies, and it is believed no momentous action such
es this is ever undertaken without the full cognizance of the
Japanese Imperial Government through its accredited mouthpiece in
this country - The Japenese Consul. Such being the case it will
perhaps be necessary *o desl more particularly with the-question
in relation to the Jepenese rether than the Chinese who, it would
seem, are content to acoept our laws without protest, and here
ogain they differ from the Japanese who are much more assertive

in Caneda than ere¢ the Chinese.

JAPANESE

Immigration to Censde from Japen did not begin to be
extensive until the yeers following 1900, Previous to that year
the number of Japanese wus estimated to be 1400. Due, however,
to the great numbers entering in 1905, 1906, end 1907, in which
latter year some 7,601 Jepanese immigrants entered, the Government
of that dey negotieted with Jepen whet hes been celled a Gentlemen's
Agreement, whereby Jepenese immigrants were to be limited to only
400 per yeer. Unfortunately, however, it was later discovered that
Jepan was not observing the Agreement entercd into, as far greater
numbers of Jepcnese were coming to Cansde than the 400 per year
agreed upon, *the number entering for one yesr elone, according to

the Department's records, being given es 1,178, It wes during those

years thet the so-called picture brides ceme to Ceneda in such lerge

numbers. At this time Japencse residcnt in British Columbia could
end 414 pick out wives for themsclves from photogrephs, end those

so chosen entcred Cancde es the wife of some Japenese.
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After puch negotiation between Canade and Japen a hew
Gentlemen's Agreement was finally concluded in 1928, when it was
arranged that the number should be definitely fixed at not

more than 150 yearly - 75 males end 75 females,

This number hes more or less maintained since that time,
According to the latest official figures issued by the Research
Department of British Columbia, vho mulle & complete and careful
survey of the Oriental question on behelf of the Provincial Govern-

ment in 1935, there was a total of 22,205 persons of Japanese birth

or origin resident in British Columbia up to the end of the yéar 1931,

0f this number 13,035 were male end 9,170 female, making the propor-
tion of females to males forty per cent of the total Japenese popule=-
tion. To this number would heve to be added the number who have come
into the country since 1931, which according to Immigration statis-
tics would emount to approximately 600, ené to this muet also be
edded the netursl increase which in the years from 1928 to 1931
emounted to en average of 1400 per year., These, however, are only
the births actuelly registered by the Japenese, for it is well known
that great numbers of births teke place amongst the Japsnese which
are not registered., Thie then brings the total up to approximetely
30,000, It is here that strong exception must be teken to the
figures presented by the Japenese delegates appesring before the
Committee, who on page 4 of their Brief give a totel of only 19,960
which number is fer and eway below even thet of the immigretion
figures given in the report of the Department of Immigration and
Colonization issued by thc Dominion Government, and considerably
below that issued in 1935 by the Rescarch Department of British

Columbie, who made a most careful study and survey of the matter.

Evidently the Japenese in prescnting their case to the
Committee wantcd it to appear that there werc fewer Japanese in
the Province of British Columbia than careful enalysis actually
shows, for the statistical number of 30,000 now given was available

for them to present to the Committee had they been willing to do so
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and te give enything like the actusl number of Japancse resident
within that Province.

¥ention should be madc of the number of Japancse who have
entered Canede surreptitiously and also of the great number of
Japanese who arc holders of naturalization certificates prcsumably
issued in British Columbia, but who obtaincd these fake naturaliza-
tion certificetcs before lcaving Japan. A highly organized racket
was cxposcd in 1931 before the Courts of British Columbia when one
by the namc¢ of Yoshi, a Japencse, who held the position of Japanese
interpretecr for the Depertment of Immigration, was convicted as the
leader of a group who hed been practicing this nefarious game for
upwards of ten years, and during which time it was cstimated hun-
dreds of Japancsc hed cntered Cenade with false naturalization

papers.

It is also well known that many Jepencse in British Colum-
bia to-day arc holders of birth ccrtificetes wanich show thenm es
having been borr at some place in British Columbia, but who were

actually born in Japan.

It would be difficult to correctly cstimate the number of
Japanese who are thus claiming naturalization in this country or to
having been born here, but who obtained the papers they heve under

the circumstances just described.

ANSWERS_TO_JAPANESE SUBKISSIONS

It was submitted on behalf of the Japanese that the
reason for the Provincial legislation denying the franchise to
orientals was due to the fact that at the time this was enacted

therc were large numbers of Chinese in British Columbia, most of

whom werc labourcrs, c¢tc., and that thcse Chinesc were uncducated

end of low social order, and totelly unfitted to dischaerge the
duties of citizens. Such a statement is neither a fair one nor
is 1t a correct one to meke, and one wonders just what the Chinese

themsolves would heve to say were they mede fully aware of this
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statement, and which to say the least, belittles those of the
Chinese race; knd pictured those of Japanese origin as being

of a far superior race or olass of people then the Chinese.

It chn at least be said for British Columbia that in
its legislation saying who shall be given the franchise and who
shall not, no favoritism or discrimination has been shown, for the
Act prohibiting the franchise to certain classes and races of
Orientals, includes Chinese as vell as Japenese, and including
likewise British Subjects from India end also the native Indiens
of British Columbia.

On Page 9 of their Brief, the argument is used that the
classification of Japanese along with Chlneae{ Hindus, and lndians,
and in which all are included in the disqualification clause of the
Provincial Franchise Act is, so they cleim, a weapon of industrial
expedienoy end an instrument of race suppression. Surely they are
not serious in this contention, eand they should be the very last
in this country to make any complaint about weapons of industrial
expediency, that is when one considers the almost strangle-hold
the Orientals have obtained in British Columbia on many of the
leading industries in that Province.

Note the effrontery of the statement mede on Page 11
thet the Japanese who have come to Cenadea for the past number of
years have been of a higher claess than usually is the_ vanguard of
irmigration to eny country. This statement, I claim is an insult
to the early pioneers who came to Canada in the early days and
hewed out homes for themselves, and who suffered many and real
hardships in the eerly years of the building up of this country.
As a matter of fact the Japanese is not a pioneer at all, he

usually waits until someone elsc does that and then follows along

afterwards, and so reaping any benefits accruing from such pionecring.

This, at least, hes been the history of the Joepanese in the Province
of British Columbia.
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On Page 11 mention is made as to why the Dominion Parlia-
ment passed the legislation it 414 in the matter of disqualification.
The legislation passed by the Dominion Parliament was passed in
fairness to the wishes of the people of British Columbia, who in
their wisdom deemed it advisable not to grant the franchise to
the four clasces, namely: Chinese, Japanese, Hindus, snd Indiens.
The statemenit thev the legislation passed was instituted largely
by the trades lsbour unions should be seriously challenged, like-
wise the one made thatet that time there was no true race question
before the country., It should be emphesized that there has always
been a race question in Britieh Columbia ever since the advent of

Orientals into that Province and as far back as 1886.

If any srgument is required to show that this matter
should have been taken up by the Japenese first of ell in the
Province of British Columbia end to the Provincial Government, it
can I believe be found on Page 12 of their own Brief, wherein they
quote the resolution passed by the Vancouver end Vicinity Cemp and
Mil1l Workers Federal Union No. 31, which resolution asks that full
provincial franchise rights be granted to all, this being sent to
the Provincial Government and where the question in the first place

rightfully belongs.

To argue as they do on Page 13 that this stete of affairs
is a blow to the principles of Confederation is simply a begging of
the whole question. If such a line of argument were pursued it
could well be shown that at the time of Confederation, British
Columbie being a Crown Colony rcteined certein rights and pri-
vileges of its very own, and at that time there were prectically
no Orientals in the Province except a hamdful of Chinese. How
could the Fathers of Confederation have successfully dealt with
something which had not then arisen and which was never even con-
templated?

The argument advanced on behalf of the Jepenesc on Page 14
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late Hon: Thomas D'Arcy LcGee; wherein he states, "God hath mede

of one blood ell the nations that dwell on the face of the earth".
They mey be of one blood insofar as blood itself 1s concerned, but
i 1t not @ fact that the different races which exist on the earth
to-day - white, yellow; black, end red - are, biologicelly speaking,
distinct one from the other? We have a long wey to go yet before
the different races cen be mede into one homogenous race if indeed
they ever ctn be, end the granting of the frenchise to the Orientals
will not overcome the evident physicel difference and distinctive

characteristics of race.

Ve entirely egree with them on Pege 14 that the race dis-
qualification in British Colurbia is a purely provincial mattery
with this we ere in hesrty accord. There is no gainsaying the
fact that werc the Dominion Government to act contrary to the
wishes of the people of Exitish Columbie as expressed by Provinciel
Statute, thereby removing the present sections in the Dominion
Act, it would certeinly be the thin end of the wedge in the drive
by the Japanese to overcome the views held and expresscd by the

people of British Columbia. In that event it could very well be

argued, ena it certeinly would be in Eritish Columbis by the

Japanese resident therein, "We erc allowed to vote et Dominion
elections in your Province, so why should we be deborred from
voting in Provincial elections?" Vhen thet dey comes, if it ever
comes, we might es well pull up our stekes and seek postures new,
for they will then, by reason of numbers to a great cxtcnt be able
to control affairs in the Provincc of British Columbie, political
as well as cconomic, This point cannot be to~ strongly cmphasized.
The appeel now being made by the Japanesc to Ottewe is to gay the
lcast of it, rather an estute move on their pert. Knowing the
strong scntiment which cxists in thc Provincc of British Columdbiae
sgainst the granting of the franchisc to Oricntals, they have
ignored that Province and comec some threc thousend miles to the

Cepital city of Ottawa in thc hope thet by appcaling to a Committec
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comprising a majority of members from other provinces, who by
reason of distance etc., from the Province are not quite aware of
the serious influx into British Columbia of Orientels and the
actual serious conditions existing there, they might possibly be
influenced by sentimental appeal into giving some attention to

the request now made on behalf of the Japanese.

The Japenese are ever prone, in this country at least,
to speak frecuently about British justice but they, it would seem,
in regerd to similer matters affecting nationals other than Japa-
nese, in Japan act in accordence with Japenese standards of Justice
vwhich according to the British or Cenadian standpoint might be
comething entirely different.

The statement is mede on Pege 16 of the Brief thet as
+he result of their being denied the right to be elected to pudblic
office, such as the Provincial legislature, Municipal Council,
Schoonl Board, etc.,, the Japsnese in British Columbie find it 4iffi-
oult to obtain employment with Canadian people. This is not only
a gross exczgeration but is entirely misleading and untrue. One
has only to visit British Columbie to see for himself the inroads
nade by Orientals in industry to rcslize Jjust how untrue such a
statement really is. Wherever one goes Japanese of all ages end
both sexes will be seen at work either in pulp mills, logging
overations, fish canneries, etc. and on the coastal steamers
Jepanese have been employed for meny yeers past. A complete sur-
vey of the Orientel labour situetion in British Columbia was
instituted by the Frovinciel Government and according to the figures
issued, in 1931 there was a total in the Province of 31,760 Orien-
tels gainfully employed, and of which 23,192 were Chinese and
6,568 were Japenese. These Orientals are employed in practically
ell pursuits from labouring end farming to the professional and

commercial occupations.

A very intercsting statement is also showh in the Pro-

vincial officicl report mentioned. One of the tables subzmiticd
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shows that British Columbie mby expect in the years 1938 to 1940
inclusive a slight decrease of some 452 Chinese on the labour
market, but an incresse of some 3,504 males and 370 females of
Japanese birth on the lebour market; or a total increase of

Japenese in the labour market of 3,874 in these yearsi

Further, with regard to the inroads which have been made
by the Jepenese 1 the economic life of British Columbia, consider
for a moment the encroachments made by them end the hold they now
have on our Cenudien fishing grounds. Out of a total of some
12,325 licenses issued by the Department of Fisheries in 1935,
2,023 of these were'iaaued to those of Japenese birth or origin
as against 2,971 to Indiens and 7,331 to Whites. In other words
the Jepanese are getting 18% or more of all fishing licenses issued
and which, according tc numbers, is equal to a total of 7% of the
number of Japanese resident in thet Province. The percentage of
Whites end Indiens combined is only approximately 13% of the totel
populetion, and yet never an opportunity is lost by the Japanese to
plead for more snd yet more commercial fishing linceses for those

of their own race.

Strong exception must be taken to the stetements on Pege 18
when in deeling with scholastic attainments it is asserted that the
Japanese borp in Eritish Columbia do not speak the Jepenese language
neither, so it is stated, do they lecern it in their own homes. This
statement is fer from the truth. Not only do they speak Japenese
when conversing with those of Japanesc origin and birth, but they
see to it thet the children, whose perents ere uneble to send them
to Japan, leasrn not only the Jepanese lengusge but Japtncse culture,
etc. a8 well, ena Jepenesc dey schools ere held elmort everywhere
throughout British Columbie where Jepencse are to any extent con-
gregated. The Japencse children have to attend school under Jepa-
nese instructors after regular school hours end on Saturdays,
end also during the usuasl annucl summey cnd winter rcccsses, et

vhich times other children erc free from school duties. It is
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openly stated on fairly reliable authority that finanoisl essistance
is provided for tihe Japanese teachers and instructors from sources
in Japan itself, through the medium of the resident Japenese Consul.
This point is menticned not es an ergument that the Japsnese heve

no actuel right to do this if they so desire, but rather to refute
the statement made, namely: that the Jeponese children in British
Columbia do not speak the Japtnese language., The statement made

is at complete variance with the actual fects of the situation as

they exist te-day in British Columbia.

ASSIMILABITIITY OF THE ORIENTAL

Ve now come to the question of essimilability of race end
here it should be noted that very little is stated in their Brief

about this matter, although it is one of the mort importent if not

the most important, especially from the standpoint of our national

life, economic end otherwise., Without deeling too exhaustively
with the question of whet is meant by non-sssimilability, it per-
haps can be stated to be when one race of people cennot, biologi-
cally speaking, be absorbed intoanother race of people by the

union of the two races in marrisge, end this is the case in regard
to the Chinese and Jepanese, whose blood streem is principally
Kongolian or Polynesien, marrying into our own race. As & matter
ef fact the denger is thut the Chinese or Japanese by inter-marrisge
would absorb our own race, end this is amply born out by the fact
that in the few instances where a Chinese or a .Japanese has
married a Canadian woman or vice versa, the offsoring born fram

the union of theee two races have distinct physicel characteristics
and are unmistakably Oriental in features and appeerance. It is
not generally known, however, that the Japanese themselves do not
encourage merrisges with other races such as ours. Even the Japa-
nese recognize in their Brief that Cansdian-born Japanese retain
Japenese characterietics, as on pege 19 they state that children
born of Japtnese parents in Canegda (end I quote the words used)
"except for physicel characteristics are inaistinguisheble from

Canedian children, 1Is thet not & sufficient difference, for
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well could the seme be said elso of children born of coloured
perents. This statement is repeated on Page 20 where it is stated
of the Japanese children born in Canada that all the other racial
characteristics with the exception of the different racial physical
characteristics, in ¢ short time will be gone, and in which state-
ment we concur, for the children now born in British Columbia are

as distinctly Japanese as their perents or grandparents.

The granting of the franchise will not, and indeed could
not break down the peculiar racial characteristics which the Oriental
hes, end which it is edmitted still exists. It would, however, as
they themselves readily suggest, further economic assimilation, but
ere we in Canade prepared to allow an unassimiisble race of people
to control the economic and political 1ife, if not of Cancda, then
that of British Columbia, the dangers of which have become more

apparent in that Province during the past number of yeers.

The Brief speaks of the Japenese race as being & proud one-,
etec,, @ fect with which we find no fault, although it is not general-
ly known just to what extent this pride of theirs really goes and
which is now becoming mcre apparent in British Colurbia. Ve take
no great exception to this, but it should be pointed out that
national pride does not pertain to any one race or nation. When
the questional good feeling is introduced by them as one being
related to that of trade, the fact should not be lost sight of
thet Australia has gone a great deal fatrther in restrictive legie-
lation against the Orifentul than has Censda, in closing her gates
entirely to them, yet Australia hes been doing more trade with both

China and Jepan over the past number of years then has Canada.

One wonders at many of the argumets advanced on Page 22.
For exemple, they state thet the Jepanese system of Government is
like ours and one can only wonder just why such an srgument would
be made or if they really expect such a statement to be believed.

4nd again, what the fact of their navy being modelled along lines
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similer to that of Great Britain has to do with the granting of the
franchise to the Japanese in British Columbie is somewhat difficult
to understand, unless it is being used as some king of threat of
bogey.

On Page 21 they speak of & time to come when By force
of numbers the franchise will have to be granted to them, and it
‘1s stated it will be then too late. Further they ask the question,
"Does Cancde want a blood purge similar to that of Hitler with
regard to the Jews in Germany?" GStatements such as these just
quoted and as put forward on behalf of the Japanese ought not to be
given much credamnce and should not be recognized as having any
bearing whatsoever in any appeal for enfranchisement of Orientels

at Dominion elections in any province in Caneda.

RIGHTS OF DOMINION TO LEGISLATE

A considerable number of peges of the Japanese Brief,
notably Pages 25 to 42, are devoted to somewhat lengthy arguments,
legal and otherwise, which are sdvanced disputing the rights of
the Dominion Parliement under the B.N.A. Aot to legislate in regard
to who shall or who shall not vote at elections. 8Surely no impor-
tance can be attached to those arguments. The fact that this matter
was taken before our Courts by the Japunese themselves, even going
as far as appealing to the Privy Council in 1905, at which time the
decision was against them, is proof enough of our legal rights to
legislate and settles the question without eny shedow of doubt.

It is the right of every country, including Caneda, to say, if they
deem desirable so to do, who shall and who shall not vote, and to
argue as is done on Pege 39 that our refusal to grant the franchise
to the Jepenese cannot be supported by law is, to say the least of
it, ridiculous.

LAWS_IN JAPAN

The conclusion of the Brief deals particulerly with Japa-
nese Acts and ordinances in effect in Japan, touching on netionality

laws, lend laws, and ordinances as affecting foreigners in that
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country. No proper interpretation of the various Japanese statutes
quoted cen be obtained by a mere cursory exsminetion or reading of
sections extracted or quoted from these Statutes, and which have
been translated into English for the purpose of the arguments oub-
mitted. Just for what purposes these extracts from Japanese Sta-
tutes have been submitted is difficult to understand, unless it
be for the purpose of meking some kind of comparison between
Japanese and Canadien laws. In answer it should be pointed out
that it is herdly possible to make enything like a fair comparison
between two countries such as Japan and Canada as conditions are
80 vastly different and dissimilar in Japan to those in Cancda.
However, whet we in Cenede do is strictly speaking our very own
business. Likewise what Japen does is strictly Japan's own business,
but strong exception must be taken to any suggestion that Canada is
less generous in her dealings or treatment of Oriental races within
its borders, than is Japan itself towerds those of foreign or alien

birth living in Japan.

In Mr. W. J. Sebald's trenslation of "The Civil Code of
Japan" he enumerates "private rights" as follows:

"Among other disabilities, aliens cannot hold shares in the Bank
of Japan (B.J.R. Art.5), Yokohama Specie Bank (Y.S5.B. Art.5),
Benk of Korea (B.K.L. Art. 5, par.2), Korean Industriel Bank
("KI.B. art. 4, par.2), Oriental Development Co. (0.D.C. Art.3),
Japan Wireless Telegraph Co. (J.W.L. Art. 5), South Manchuria
Railway Co. (5.M.R. Art. 2), They are not allowed to hold mining
rights (Mining Law Art.5), or placer mining rights (Placer Mining
Law, Art. 23), to own Jepenese ships (Shipping Law, Art. 1), to
become pilots (pilots' Law, Art. 2, par. 1). They cannot obtain
navigation subsidies or ocean fishing subsidies (Occan Navigation
Subsidy Lew, art, 1, and Ocean Fishing Encouragement Law, Art. 2).
They cannot be members or heads of Japanese houses (Civil Code,

Art, 964 and Art. 990, par. 2). But gliens are debarred from

owning 1land only in strategicel arcas specially designated by
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"Imperial Ordinance (Alien: land Law, Art, 4). As for public

rights, they are excluded from oll suffrege, national, prefec-
tural and municipal. Nor can they enlist in the srmy or navy or

be appointed officiels (if aliens are taken into Government -
employment, it is merely as "employces" and not as regular :
officials.) They cennot even join political paerties or be

promoters of public political mectings (Peace Police Law, Art.6)".

As slreedy pointed out, it is not possible in any Brief
such as has been submitted to deal in any competent manner whatso- E
ever with the laws and ordinancces of & country like Japan, unless
one if fully conversant not only with all the Statutes snd ordina-
nces of the country itself, but . .so with its customs and people.
It should be pointed out, howecver, that while many of the Japanese
Statutes rcad as being one thing, very often the effect of them is
entirely changed or nullified by provisions containcd in other
laws or ordinsnces. It is difficult to understand just what signi-
ficance such presentations in their Bricf have in recgerd to the
question, but some note should be takcn of them and to refute any
suggestion that Japen gives the same cqual rights or privileges to
those in Japan other than her own racc end equal or similer to
those enjoyed by the Japenese themselves in Censda. One has only
to carefully read over the verious sections quoted in the Japanese

Brief to rcelizec the truth of this,

DUAL CITIZENSHIP

Kention should be made of the cucstion of Japenesc dual
citizenship, which matter was discussed in 1936 during the time
the four Japenese delegates appcared before the Elections and
Franchise Committee and consideradble ettention should be given to
this matter when considering any appeel for the granting of the

franchise to those of Jepanese birth or origin.

Up until 1924 all Japencse dborn inCanada were Japtnese

citizens and reckoned as such by the Jeponese Government, and
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according to the Japaenese National Law all Japanese children, no
matter where born, were Japanese subjects, unless at the time of
their birth the parents renounced ellegience to Jepan. It is
extremely doubtfu) if many Jepenese ever took steps to renounce
allegiance to Japan. Under the new Laew Japanese can and still do
retain Japanese citizenship of their children born in Ceneda by
simply having the births registered with the Jepenese Consul.
hosording to Professor Hayakawa, a British Columbia born Jjepanese and
one of the chief witnesses, no figures cculd be given as to the
number of Japenese born in Canada who would be thus registered at
one and the same time as citizens of both countries and which he
later declared gave them protection in Cansda by the Japanese Govern-
ment. It was admitted, however, that Japenese children born in
Canode were still being tregistered with the Japenese Consul, and it
ig very doubtful if there are any appreciaeble numbers of Japenese
children born in this country whose births are not registered with
the Japanese Consul in this country. While the disinclination of
the Jepanese to relinquish Japanese citizenship is their own affair,
wvhy pretend they are out and out Canadiens? It is doublted if in
effect there is actunlly much difference in the new Japansac Law

of 1924 from that of the Act previously in operation.

The disinclination of the Japenese to relinquish their
citizenship is perhaps looked upon by them as being a virtue rather
than a feult, and possibly furnishes one of the outstonding reasons
for the great national solidarity of Japan, unique emong the nations
of the earth today. It does, however, furnish an equally good
reason why the averege Japenese cannot, in the strict sense of the
vord, make @ good Cenedien citizen., The further fact should be
noted that China also makee claim to all Chinese living abroad,
end even Chinese born in alien lands arc not allowed by China to

change their nationality.

Vhet is perticularly feared in British Columbie is the

danger of Japsen maintaining a scparate state within Conada, What




.

VOLUME 2/3: H.D. WILSON, BRIEF OPPOSING ORIENTAL FRANCHISE
IN B.C, (TOM REID, MP NEW WESTMINSTER).

Eq

19,
haes teken plece in other countrics, perticularly Heweii end Call-
fornia, should be & lecsson to Cunoda.‘ As late as the early 1920's
Japen maintained in Californie o state within a stete, in which
every Japenese, whether elien or netive-born Amcricen citizen, wes
under orders from Jepen in peace or in war, and was forced to
belong to & locel essocietion under the control of the Consul

General of Jepen et Sen Francisco.

In 1924 when the new Lew regarding registry of births
abroad wes pat into effect by Japan, the ergument was advanced by
the Japenese sbroed, just as it is being edvenccd todey by the
Jopenese in British Columbie, thet duel citizenship would largely
disappear. Such, however, has not bcen the case. Verious factors,
including the insistence of the first generation, the pull of
heredity, the Japonese law of family, thc teachings of Buddhist
instructors in the Jepanese lenguege schools, end the encouraged
study of ;Lpuncac culture, tend to nullify the purposc of the law.
It was estimated by Governor Joseph Poindexter in Februery, 1936
that in Hewaii over two-thirds of the Hewaiien-born Jeptnese retein
their Japenese citizenship with ¢1l obligetions thereof. It heas
been estimeted on falrl& reliable authority that ncarly rifty per

cent of the voters in Hewaii ere now of Jepencse origin or birth,

That the seme situation exists in regard to the registry
of Japanese births with the Japanese Consul in Canada will not be
either seriously or successfully refuted. The statement made to
the Committee by Professor Heyakawa that he did not know the number
of Japanese children born in British Columbia who would be regis-
tered by the Japenese Consul, on the face of it seems strange. The
four Jepanese delegates who appeared before the Committee were
apparently fully conversent with all complete figures and data,
and it hardly seems probable that they would have no knowledge or
information as to the number of Japanese children registered with
their own Consul since 1924, which registration mekes them citizens

of Japan, amenable to directions and instructions fram the Japanese
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Government and as was admitted by Professor Hayakawa before the Com-
mittee last year, in the event of serious trouble in Canade they

would be given some kind of protection or other.

Once the Japanese secure the franchise in British Columbia
the next objective contempleted is to obtain legislative positions, T
such es municipal, Provincial or Dominion, and this was readily
admitted by one of the Japanese delegates. When that time comes,
the Jepanese Government will then have an active voice in Cansda

and so help to shepe the policies of this country.

Practically all the arguments presented to the Committee
on May 2&nd, 1936, by the four Japanese delegates in person, were
contained in the brief submittc ™ by Mr. T. G. Norris, K. C. on
behalf of the Japsnese Conedien Citizens League, and their submis-
sions were in most 1notence; merely repetitions or extracts from the
Brief itself. However, there were some statements made by them which
it is perhaps just as well to take note of end not allow to remain
unchallenged, lest it perhaps be seid later that they either were

nct or cculd not bdve.

Dr. Banno in his evidence made the statement that out of
possibly £,000 Canedien-born Japenese over the age of eighteen, 500
are members of the Japaenese League in the Lower Fraser Valley, New
Westminster, and Vencouver distriots, and then Professor Hayakawa
in his eviaence stated that the group of young Japanese who made
the survey mentioned found only 1,2810. (uite a disparity in
numbers. This same group in their survey, according to Miss Hyodo,
discovered only 19,960 Jepenese in the entire Province, of which
she stated 10,968 are Canadian born, which would leave only some
8,995 who are not Canedian-born and therefore must heve entered
Canada. According to official Japanese figures issued in the Japan-
Manchoukuo Year Book of 1937 issued in Tokyo, at Page 46 of that
report a total of 21,062 is given es the number of Japanese resident
in Canada ir 1934, How does this compare with Miss Hyodo's statement

that there are only some¢ 8,995 not Canedian-born, unless it be that
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all Japanoae; whether born in Cenada or Japan, are looked upon as

such by Japan itself, and which we contend is actually the case.

An important fect and one not generally known but which
must not be overlooked, is thet Japan grants finencial assistance
to Japenese emigrants to enable them to settle abroad. The offi-
cial figures published in Tokyo for a& period of ten yeers, 1925 to
1934, show & total of 197,325 Jepenese, both male end female, eos
being‘given financial help to enablé them to make & start abroed.
The same table shows a totel sum of 28£,611,000 yen, approximately
fifty million dollers, as money having been remitted by the 197,325
Japanese who left Japen to settle in other countries, (see Page 45,

Japan-Manchoukuo Yeer Book, 1937).

The official records issued by the Department of Immigra-
tion of Canada show %he number of Japanese coming into Ceneda from
1900 to 1936 as being & totel of 25,014, This does not take into
ascoount the Jepanese immigration for any of the yeers previous to
1000 and which amounted to some 1,500, One wonders if any figures
presanted by the Japansse in Canada cen be relied upon and the
question naturally arises es to the real reason for the Jepanese
not presenting the officially recorded figures issued and obtainable
from the Department of Immigration and which figures cannot very
well be disputed. They could even have presented the figures
obtainable from Japan itself., It would appesr to be a studied
policy on their part to minimize the actual or potential numbers
of their race not only in Canada, but also as was done in regard
to Hawaii and the Pacific Coest States ss well. It is fair to make
the statement that the official figures as issued by the authority
of the Provincial Government of British Columbia in 1935, are fairly
conservative and if anything, rather under estimate the sctual
numbsr of Japanese living in British Columbiae, the total number
being given as eporoximately 30,000 and not 19,960 as quoted by
Miss Hyodo.

Dy, Hevakawa mentinoned before the Committee that there
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was danger of the situation in British Columbia ultimately becoming
similar to the caste system of India. Surely this i1s & far-fetched
urgﬁment to use, as there is no compariscn between the matter of
the caste system of India; which is maintained chiefly through
different religioﬁs beliefs or doctrines, end the question of the
Japanese enfranchisement in British Columbia, where the problem

is chiefly a biological one.

Instances of the Jepenese marrying outside of their own
race are rare. How then, it should be asked, ies it possible to
absorb a race such as the Japanese without intermerriage? Canada,
like the United States, must be built up of a homogenous race,
although there are some who believe that admixture of blood of all
races is beneficiasl to mankind, but usually those who advocate or
believe this want it tried out by other people's sons or daughters
rather than their own. Apert from ell this, however, we should
face the question that even if essimilation were possible, which

of the two races would predominate?

/ Professor Hayakawa's statement in aenswer to a question
thet no restrictions are placed on foreigners voting in Jepan,
cannot be accepted as it is ot complete variance with "The Civil
Code of Japan" which hes already been quoted. Professor Hayakawa
failed to make mention of the numerous and veried prohibitions in 4
effeot in Japan which mitigate egainst aliens or foreigners, so-
called, in matters such as ownership of lend, restrictions in
regard to private rights, etc. and as to “public rights", why
they Just haven't eny in Japen (See "The Civil Code of Japan"
W. J. Sebald's translation).

In enswer to a question Professor Hayakawa steted he
did not know Jjust how many Canadian-born Japencse went back cach
year to Jajen to comply with Jepancse military regulations. It

1s not denied that numbers do go beck each yeer to Jepan for

this purpose end to quote egein from Jepencse authorities, in
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speaking about cxpatriatich of Japenese, they have this to say:
"It may he noted that those American or Canadian-born Japanese
hoye 86t Jok expatriassd ors wHLLL HOMIAGEEY Honb -
1ity" question remains un;olved, as is also the cese with the
Prussian or French boys born in America." (Japan-Manchoukuo
.Year Book, 1937).

In answer to statemsnts mede by Dr. Hayakawa in connection
with economic difficulties which it is olaimed are experienced by
the Japenese resident in British Columbia, it is only fair to say
that any such statement vould not be taken seriously by the people
of British Columbia, and it is extremely doubtful if eny mention
would have been made of this matter if the eppeal were to the
Province of British Columbia instead of to a Committee of the
House of Commons, located at Ottawe. That they have prospered and
done exceedingly well in this country cannot be denied. The.r
netural industry end aptitude in edapting themselves to new condi-
tions (which qualities we ell admire) coupled with the fect that
owing to their lower standards of living, etc. they are eble to
more successfully compete sgainst our own Canedian people, has
enabled them to in large measure not only prosper, but &lso to
supercede Cansdians and gredually obtain control in many lines of

economic endeavor.

The splendid opportunities and economic sdvantages which
the Japenese have received and obtained in Canada ere in striking
contrast to the policy of Japan itself, which by Imperial ordinan-
ces precludes the entry to Japan of cheaper labour, such as the
Chinese end Koreens. It is true perhaps that the exclusion of
these two races of people was necessery to protect Japanese labour,
as it is well known tiat they could not successfully compete
against Chinese or Koreen lebour on mccount of the lower standard
of living of the Chinese or Koreans. It is little use naﬁ,
however,for Canade to regret that at the outset scme such like
action was not taken to protect own own people from the competi-
tion of the cheaper labour from Oriental countries, but the fact

that Canade didnot do so, is no reason now why we should repeat
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what is now gcnerally recognized was a grave mistake of economic
policy on our part.

Provinciel governments of all shedes of political opinion
have at various timcs endecavor:d to grapple with the problem of
Oriental economic esctivities in thet Province. One aspect of the
Oricntal problem in British Columbie hes been recently brought to
the ettention of the public in that Province. At a largcly atten-
ded representetive gathering of fermcrs held on February 23rd in
the town of Cloverdelc, closc to the city of New Vestminster, a
demand wes mede to the Provincial Government, asking that e Royal
Commission bc appointed to investigate the actions end activities
of Chinese vegeteble growers, wholesale, end commission houses who,
it is suthoritetively steted, are in complete control of the sele
of ell vegetables, and who seem to act at verience with control
laws as to merketing, etc. end in open defiance of Provincial Sta-
tutes in effect in thet Provincc.

A complete Provincial survey wes made in British Columbia
in 1927 end in that yeer disclosed to what extent cconomic Orientel
penetration hed then been reachcd in the Province. In view of the
seriousness of the problem at that time, which hes bccome more
serious since then, the Provincial Government of thet day caused &
humble address to be presented to His Honour the Lieutenant Governor,
praying that copies of the report be- sent to the Governor General
apd to the Dominion Perliement at Ottewe. The following cxtracts
are given from that report:

;;gg_a. The facts assembled by the Bureeu of Provincial Informetion

fficiel sources bring out the following, emong other, pheses
of the situetion.

(1) Thet et the beginning of 1927 the Oriental population of the Pro-
vince is at leest 46,500 or, in other words, 1l in every 12 persons.

(2) That the Jepenese birth-rgte is 40 per 1,000, es compered with
e genercl birth-rate of all reces, ecxcept netive Indiens, of 18
per 1,000,

(3) Thet the increase in the Jeptnese populction through the excess
of births over deaths is grecter by more then 2 to 1 then the
immigretion of that reace.

(4) That the errivals of Japcnese women have greatly outnumbered
the arrivels of men for severel yeers pest, cnd thet ct the
present time two women come in for every men that eniels.
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Thet of the Oricntal arrivels in Cenede for the pest twenty ycers
British Columbic got 80 per cent of the Chinese, over 98 per cent
of the Jcpcnese, end neerly 99 per cent of the Hindus.

Thet Orientcls own lcnd end improved property in British Columbia
to en eggregete velue of $10,491,250 and lcese property valued et
$1,099,500.

Thet over 11,300 Orientels cre employed in industries of thec Pro-
vinve, end thet, for instence, whilc the proportion employed in
the lumbering industry generclly hes been reduced to 20 per cent,
there ere bctween 30 end 40 per cent employed in sew end plen-
ing mills and close on 50 per cent in shingle mills.

Thet in 1925 there werc 3,231 hsietics cerrying on in licensed

tredes end ccllings, cnd that in the cities they constitute cn

incredidbly lerge percentege of the totel number of licensces in
somc ccllings.

Thet in three yccrs the numbcr of Jepcncse children in the public
schools hes incrcescd by 74 ner cent, while in the scmc time the
number of white children hes increcsed by 6 per cent.

That in the fishing industry, upon which the Orientels cppecred
to heve o strengle-hold ¢ few yeers 8go, the policy of o graduecl
reduction in the number of licences ellowed to them is bringing
t?ehlnduatry beck into the hends of white and netive Ind ion
fishermen.

stetisticel brench of the Depertment of Agriculture brings out
following facts regerding the orientel in egriculturc:

That in the four years from 1921 to 1925 the ecreege of leand
owned bty Orientels imcreesed by epproximetely 5,000 acrcs end
the lcnd lcesed by epproximetcly 1,500 ccres.

Thet of the eorcege in smell fruits at the present timc the pro-
portion held by Orientel growers is 30.6 per cent, whilc in num-
ber they constitute bdbut one-seventh of the growers, the holdings
everege 1f ccres to ecch whitc grower end 4 ccres to cech Orien-
tal grower.

Thet with the development of production under gless, which hes
been quite merked of letc yecrs, the Orientel is morc cnd more
increesing his hold on this brench of the industry; thet where
in 1923 he constituted 9 per cent of growers with 28 per cent of
gless eree, in 1925 he constitutecd 13 per cent of growers with
37 per cent of glass erce.

Thet while the totel increcsc in gless cree betwcen the 1923
end 1925 grcenhouse surveys vcs g2 per cent, the increcsc in
white operction wes -but 8 per cent end the increese in Orientel
operetion 58 per cent.

Thet the hendling of produce and gerden-truck by peddlers or
hucksters is elmost entirely in the hends of Chinese, end thet
the semc cpplies to the selc of vegetcbles in stores, to the
extent of 91 per cent in one city.

following is elso teken from the report:
"Therc hes elweys been & certein emount of difficulty in

sccuring rcgistretions of Orientel births, end there is somec ground
for the suspicion thct cven yct, with the greetest vigilence on

the

pert of officiels of the Provinciel Boerd of Huclth, there ere

births which ere not reported. Comparison of o series of the
reports by the Kegistrer of Vitel Stutistics will show that a
number of births, chiefly of Orientels, cre not registered until
years after. The figures of actual births for the yeers given in

the

stetement erc subjecct to addition cvery yeer hercafter as further

birilis 10-the. ssverel yeers eve regiatared.”
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The following table is from the report of the Economic
Council of British Columbia on the total number of Orientals
emgloyed in the labour market in 1931 and issued September, 1935
under authority of the Provincial Government of British Columbiat

ORIENTALS, 10 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER, GAINFULLY ENPLOYED
IN BRITISH COLUMBIA, 1931.

T : : $
H OCCUPATION s CHINESE H JAPANESE $
sAgriculture s 4,193 H 1,513 é
:Fishermen s 18 $ 1,464 3
:Logging H 653 4 599 H
:Coal Mining H 307 s 62 $
:0ther Mining H 84 s 39 H
:Vegetable Products H 25 H 14 H
:Animal Products s 400 s 76 H
:Textile Goods & Apparel H 203 s 128 H
:Wood Products H 150 s 230 H
:Pulp & Paper, Paper Prod. H 1 H 131 H
:Printing, Publishing and s : H
Bookbinding H 32 H 21 H
:Metals (not electroplate : $ $
: or Precious ketals) $ 42 s ag :
:Precious Metals & Electro- H s H
: plate H 7 H 1l H
:Non-metallic Mineral Prod. H 18 s 6 H
:Chemical Processes and s s H
H Paint Makers H 11 H 20 s
:Miscellaneous Products H 2 2 H
:Electric Light & Power H H s
H Production H 45 H 49 H
:Building & Construction H 37 H 181 3
:Transportation & Commun'n. : 470 H 238 H
:Warehousing and Storage H 81 H 17 H
:Commercial H 1,841 H 419 s
:Finance, Insurance H 16 s 15 H
:Public Admin. & Defence H 4 H 3 H
:Professional H 78 : 88 H
:Entertainment and Sport H 22 H 19 $
:Personal 4 H 5,182 s 839 $
:Laundry Workers, Cleaners, H H H
H Dyers, Preassers H 749 s 50 s
:Clerical H 124 $ 103 s
:Unspecified : H 2 H
:Labourers & Unskilled H : H
. workers (not agricultural, : : H
: Min., or Log.) ¢ 8,203 s 1,441 H
sHunting . 1 . .
. GRAND TOTAL - 30,851 H 22,999 H 7,852 H

It is interesting to compare the totals of Orientals em-
ployed in industry in British Columbia in the yeer 1927 with the
greatly increased numbers cmpdoyed, and as given, in 1935.
answers completely end effectively eny statements made by the
Japenese either personally or in their Brief regarding any cconomioc
disadvantege which they say ecxists to those of their race in British
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Columbie and disproves entireiy such contentiod that any discri-
mination exists. Orientals ih the Province &f British Columbia
bave tc quite a remarkable extent displaced Canadian labour in
many fields end have been able to do so largely on account of the
fact that their lower stendards of living enable them to work for
less and which fact has given them considerable preference.

In conclusion it should be pointed out that the submi-
ssions contained sre presented in rebuttal to the BErief presented
to the Special Comr.ittee on Elegtions apd Franchise in 1936 on
behalf of the Jepenese Canadien League, and are not in any way
actuated by any personal animus to either those of Chinese or
Japanese origin or birth.

It should egain be reiterated that the granting of the
franchise in Dominion eleotiong to Japenese in British Columbia
would be but the thin end of the wedge which would be used ta
compel the granting of the franchise in British Columbia to all
unessimileble races at Provincial elections, and if the Japanese
in British Columbia were granted this privilege, what aboui the
Chinese end likewise the Hindus who are British subjects before
coming to Caneda. In that event could the franchise very well de
denied the other Asiatt races in the Province and what particuler
reason is there to suppose that the Japeanese alone should be
specially favoured? When the time ever comes that the people of
British Columbia themselves decide to grent the franchise to all
those of Oriental birth or origin at Provincial elections it will
be time encugh for the Dominion Parliement to seriously consider
the question of ellowing the franchise to those of Oriental bdbirth
or origin at Dominion elections in British Columbia, and we trust
that day is quite a long way off yet.

The Oriental guestion in Censde, being primarily a British
Columbie question, it is respectfully requested that the Dominion
Parlisment would be well advised to continue to co-operate with the
people of British Columbia, who by the statutes of that Province,
preclude from voting all those of Oriental birth or origin.




