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Annual Report.

81n0e September 1944 when 1 sturted teaching in the
digh Sehool at 7Te phme, muny things have happened 1in the
danadian Japsnese situation and these aure refleeted in the
students~-~-their whole lives and futures are affected so
deeply by the government policy and orders.

Before Maureh 1945, most of the students expeoted that,
uniess they were able to move east eariier, they would be
in the oimp until the snd of the war 4néd then woulid move
éa8t or btegk to their former homes. They were once more
fairly secure after the shook of evacuation. /That hope
Was shuttered by the notices posted HMaroh 16 stuting that
‘every person of Jopanese origin i6 years of age or over
is requireda to report to R.C.M.¥. Detaschment on .pril o -
id %o signify his oxr her intention eoncerming reputrisation.”
{to Japan). Those who wished t0 remaln in Canade “"sghould
now re-esteblish themselives Rast of the Rookies as the
best evidence of their intentions %0 o¢o-operate with the
cansdicun Covernment in carrying out its polilcey of dispersal.
Failure to accept employment East of the Rookles muy be
regarded at & later date &8 lack of oco-operation with the
gsnadizn Government."/

The next four weeks, the uppermost tople in eaveryone'a
mind wasg "What are we going to do¥" Thelr properiy, recd
and personal, whish &t the time of Evacuation was leit for
gafe-keepin in the hands of the Custodlen of islien sroperiy,
had been sold largely without their ceonasent, &nd oiten
without their knowledge. 4+t hes been guite & common exXper-
fjence for & man t0o receive # notice thet his farn, home O
furniture was s0ld &8 year previously, often Ior muoh lesSs
than its market value &and with numerous haundiing charges
dedugt«d frem the proceeds. Boys and girls wanted to stay
in Canada bdut vheir parents were afraid they couida't
move Hust &t onee 4nd support their family now that thelr
property &nd businesses had been ftaken from them. 11
they didn't go East there was the tareist 01 disloyuily;
if they did go theyy woulid have to take whatevar work
was offered them whether it was suitable or nov. fTales
game back Sf men going Rast to jobs already filled. Fousise
was uncertain. They could only hold their Jobs 1in Teshme
or scgept employment in B.C. if they signed {or repatriuiion.
the isclation and leeck of freedom of such & cump &8 Thls
proauces suoch tensions &and fears in pecople that 11 tukes
more courage than an outsider often realizes to step out
into an &lmost unknown and in some oc&ses nhosille Lastern
geopnada. And so the month of dMerch wore on with enaless
disoussion and 1little happiness I0r anyone.

puring the week of Raster when EXams were belng aeldad,
the doccuments to be signed came to Tashme. The nighit tTaey
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W.deB.

game & meeting wae held for #ll Nisei (Cénadiun Born Japancse).

Most of the older students went. There weg (Crammar exam
the nextd day but what was grummor when their whole future

hung
really in their contro.l but ian that of their parents and

in the balance and the tipping of the soales was not

of ciroumstances. At the mesting they Ifound outl that if
they <igned for repatriution they also had to sign =
document whioch stated "l ..osch8reby declare my desire to
relinguish nmy British nationality and to assume the status
of & nationel of Japan. Further I requesti the governmenti
of Canada under the conditions get out in the statement oi

the A

inister of labour dated February 15, 1945 %o arrmmge 10T

and effect my repatriation to Japan. I declare t hat I
fully understand the contents of tils document &nd U
voluntarily affix my signature hereto. Signed....” (Gov't
of Cenade Deciaration No. C.B.W.). They could not sign
for “rep&triatian“ without aliso algning away their birth-
right of ganadian Jitizenship. They osme baek 1o stuay,

aocme
very
even
they
have
What
they

bitter at the injustice of the whole thing, ail of thewn
sush disturdbed. They didn't want to go to Japan but

if they had to go now with thelr pairents, if only
didn't have to give up their citiszenshlp they soula
some back when they were of age and more ladegendent.
could they dot If their parents went back, coulid

or would their parents allow them to atay here alione

without home or relativesy How could they 1ive? Fhere
wes the finanasisl support to some from? And 80 they dis-
cussed it for an hour till the immediate prospeci of
semorrow’'s exam sslled them back te verbs and pronouns.

Many
they

Their Eagter holidays wers in the WwWeek of the signing.
older people a8 well &8 DOy® and girls signed thilnking
could sanssl it later. Boys snd giris unwililingsy

signed s0o that ¥heir families would notv be broken up.

In May thers came notices thsl those who were going

to remain in Csnnda would be moved t0o olher ORWPS in the
interior of 2. 0. and “"repagriates” from taoas O=AEPS prougat
to Pashme. Starting early in June &nd golug on into Jduay,

Oonce

s week o mumber of fumilies were moved oul om &« TC 7

days notice to these other camps. It was & sickening
sight to see two or three truckloads esach with twenty t¢
thirty pecple from tiny children to 0ld men and women
leaving here for Lope, fourteen wiles away, in opemn trugxs
on & dusty mountain road--the first leg of thelir jJjourney
to another temporary home in & ghost town. school boy®,
who had not signed but whose purents hed, were givem nolioces
to move to thege other ocamps. The purentis of soma boye 01
16 refused to let them go--you €Ould haraiy biame them.
For other boys, Er. Best mo naged to find work and loaging
in Ontario &end they went dirently East.
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then we came baok in Septoember there was an atmosphere
of Bopelessness end despalr among the students whioch we
felt more strongly than ever belfore. The sheop had been
separated from the goatsa. OUnly those who had gigned rem-
ained. About half the High Sohoel students had gone and
their places were taken by students coming from the other
centres. The old and new clung to their own groups, lonely
for their old friends. At first when sohool startei there
wasn't much enthusiasm. What good would it be if we had
to go to Japany

It wasn't long before an aetive Student's (Coancil
had a relief drive for old slothes, sports and ciubs under-
way. Into these they threw their energy and spare time
and worked hard to keep their scheool studies up. 4Lis the
days went by hope grew that the csncellations would be
granted and in the busyness of activities they tried to
forget their deep anxliety about the future but their fears
were never eompietely gone. Sometimes in & study perica
one notices the thoughtful, almost Iearful, face of scue
boy or girl or hears the dragging step of the heavy work
boots of one of the Yoys going slowly down the hall after
school. :

Just a4t the fTime of the Christmas exams ihe now femous
Crders-in~-Counecil 7550-b7 were made publie. ZThat announce-
mexnt chattered ¢t hese people's hopes that their requects for
repatriation would be c&ncelied £€nd § hey wouid be wllowed
t0 remein in Cansda. The Eisel couid stey Lut whet use was
that if their parents conlian'tyY How eaun & boy or girli of
16 in graede X, without relatives or Tfinancicl aupport stay
in & country which wilili not slilow thelr p&rents to remein?
How méany of our parents would have ailowed us at 15 or even
18 to stay here alone if they were going begL To the gounvry
of thelr origin knowing they coulda in s£ll probadllity never
return?y That 18 whet Thesde Hoys 4nd Firlis eénx thelr pATrents
are faoeing now; & bitter strugglie for both. These Doys and
girls nive grown tThrough this desperate struggle wiithiln
themaselves. It hus mede them stronger and vetter bHoOys
girls than they wight have bean 1f i1ife hsd been nornsl
secure. They will be worthy citizens wio will coatribi
t0 world brotherhood and Gnity waerever they majg. iive.
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ABRUAL REPCRT.
g

-  Sechool opening in September found us like the old
woman who 1ived in the shoe for we had meny more ehildren
thén we had expected. Uur classes were too erowded to
do effective work. We were fortunste in baving ur sillicms

& graduste of U.B.C, oome to our sid for boy's work asa
dr. Best, who had helped mould the oharacter of the schcol
from the beginning had felt it necessaryto resimg. Still
We are understaffed and because we were unable to segure
the extre feacher reguired.

- From April to July the moraie of the schoo] was
suffering under & severe atrain. The uncertainity,
indecision snd fear ounused by the required signature
of "repatriation"forms by &alil persons over sixteen
who were unabie to go east, found an esho in the
tngsettied conditions of sehool iife. To children of
that age the probliem was alarmingly realiistic, for
how oould they decide to step out into & hostile
worlid to méake thelr own living if their parents, des-
paeiring over the loss of thelr homes &nd property,
felt they had no opportunity in thie ecounesy; and must
8ign for Japan. GSome pupillis reluctantly and haif-
heartedly obeyed their parents and resolved to return
with them; others withstanding the deocision of their
parents were able to influence them in thelr choice;
8till others won permission to remain in Canade even
though their parents returned to Jagen. Zome of thess
moved Xas8t early in July and through the kindness of
dr. Dest were able to obtaln positions whioch they seem
to be filling ereditabdbly while continuing their studies
a4t Nnight school. Very proud are the parents ol thosce
young peoplie now and we beileve that thelr courage 1in
pioneering will have its reward in the better under-
8tanding of the whole Nisei gquestion in Conads.,

during those unsettied days of spring, in spite of
the strain or, perhaps becuuse of it, the energetio
Sports Committee of the sohool pleanned and earried
through & suoccessful Field Day onm May 24. Track
training snd competition in the events made them forget
thelr own problems and ¢t he whole community laid aside
its tension for a few houre to ocheer and encourage
Jouth in their play. Further inspiration was given
that day by the visit of Rev. R.A., &nd &rs. RKedman of
ihallliwack with two members of the Y.P.5. and da jJor
larke, ptdre of the militery oamp there. They brought
8 message of cheer from the outelde world and delighted
the students by sharing in the fun &t their evening
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gvén before school closed for summer vaocatiion notves
of the sadness of farewell were sounding in the community.
&8 sochool mates and teachers began to move tast. Limost
every night wo interrupted our studies to g0 out To wave
them off and returned to classrooms having vaosncies
shich hurt. Thenwhen the real Exodus took pilage 1n July
1t gseeomed as 1if half the school had gone.

Prom September the c¢clusees h&s to spsimiiale muny
new members. FPuplils eoming baek lste from work projecis
guoh a8 apple pioking, hop-pioking and tomaio ocupnling
caugsed delsay in the organization for schooli work. &iin
"¢the stesdy grind of prepsaration, teaching, sssignment,
and teats in more ¢ourses than any fteacher nhould oarry,
there wus little time to devote to exira-curricuiar
setivities. Cur enthusisstic Jtudent Counclli %00k up
this t 8k and soon had numerous e¢lubs functllionning:
prams, Debating, Glee, Orehestra, Handierafis, rhotogrupiy
gave students scope for their special interests. uhile
Busebull, Volley Ball, Ping Pong, Pasketball orgunized
by the 3ports Committee have supplied the much needed
recrestion. A Belief Drive in the community met wWiin &
generous response and gtudents wer® kept buasy &8 L aey
met in groups to launder &nd repalr until the cartions
were finully péacked ready for transportati~=.

Shristmas wag &geln bright&ﬁed for 8 by the kind

thoughtfuiness of friends in Winnigeg &nc chilliigwack.
deny cartons of olothing were donated to the Relief Drive
snd even more acgepteablie were the bewutifully wrapped
personsl Ghristmss gifts in suificient numbera to bring
esch of our two hundred students great joy ia the know-
ledge that some kind friends in The outside world stili
remembered ond cared for them.

Deep was our gratitude ana snbounded $he Joy o1 tThe
pupils when on the very day of the sochool pariy there
arrived by express & weighty psrcel from the Hudson s Luy
0o., ¥umoocuver, with & gemerous domation 01 canuy, that
almost unobtainable luxury. Nothimng of all the christmas
progrem produced susch shouts of Joy as that box which Was
cerefully counted and divided so that eaoh member ol
every ¢lass should have his portion.

On our return from Christmas vacatllion We Were grested
by the report that theres had been &n officlal announcoment
of the conditions under whigh “Repatriation” was to tike
plage. ¥o one know % ose turnm would come firast and evely
family begon . making preparations for the order might oome
any aay.




Ita'n -

- it wis not easy to begin sohool under these conditions
Put here sgain the students surprised us by t he suggestion
$hat we put on & JSchool Uoncert. With school every night
and without any "plage” to practise during the day we

felt it &an impossidbility but their persistence overoame

2ll obatacles and by using the bath house, the Sgout Den,
and our two amall houses they were ablis to prepare u

three hour program, The success of the ooncert was beyond
our expeotations for it ran three nigats, the first one,

& presentation to the Elemendary 3chool pupils and teachers

who 80 kindly allow us $0 oceoupy their duildings; and the -
susceeding nights to & full house of apyreciative commun-~
ity members. Generous donsations for Relief have come in
but the beat effeot of all has been the bolistering of

the morale of the astudents.

All through this year they have courageously faced
"bad news"” with oreative sotlon taking up the challienge
0f the difficult. I1f they have learned to face liife
in this way we need not fear for them wherever their
future may lie. 1T Cancellation is permitted they wilil
besome mOore HuHeful Csnadien citizena. I1If they are forced

to go to Japan with their parents they will have greater
coursge %o face the ho:rors of starvation that awaits
then.

Every day one osunnct but be impresses by t he apirit
shown by thege young =atudente in thelr wil.ilnpgness to
ghare the responsiblliity for community activities. MHany
of them are working full time or part time in the store,

eneral offigce, the HEospital, the Hlemeatary School,

ho mill hefore 6ttending school &t night. DHSesides laey
arecsalled upon to meet the need of mény voluntery
orgénizations & Y. .3., Sunday Scehool, Seouts, Guldes,
CeGoedefe Host 0of them find that keeping busy 13 the
best cure for the feeling of insecurity which forss tahe
background of their lives. There are uniimited cppor-
tunities for sharing the megpage of Chriat's way with
them 4138 none better perhéps than the dally contuois

of the oclassroom where they eagerly seek the way whieh
will bring Justice &nd brotherhood to all. @e wWao have
the privilege of seeing deep. .y 1Into these young liives
covet for the youth of Canade the gifte of friendship
whioch they wiil bring to Kigh 3c¢hool students waen
allowed to assooiate freely oxce more. We cgovet too,.
for the ehurech pecple the opportunity of working out in
their very midst a project in worlid friendship and brotaer-
Bood by opening &€ Christian homeé 0 one ¢f these gir.is or
boys who has the ocourage to remiln & Janadian ¢eltizen
even though it means giving up of his own Lhome and his
pecple. the
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LBRUAL REPOURT.

Vilr work this yesr has been bound up with the trying
experience through which the people of Tushme have bLeen
peagsing. Church work hes beocome largely sn sttempt to
help them with the immediste problem. leaeh new situation
48 1T &rose during the yesr challenged her. There were
times when we wished our chureh wight have tuken guiocker
action, &8s for example, in the spring when sssistance in
finding homes snd work in the east would have savea many
from signing for reputristion. Nevertheless, the ahurah
has proven itsell & Ifriend to these people in a very
rea. asense.

AN huctlc R |

Rev, W.H. HaoWillisms, as our pasator nere, hasg
become the friend and counselilor of the community. Count-
legs nuabers, young &nd old, Christian and non-Christicn,
simpie folk &nd the lesders in this community have found
their way to the door of his little log ocabin. LHe has
spent long hours listening to their problems, giving
sdviev not oniy to individuals but %o groups. He has
championed thelr cause wherever gurelessness, prejudice
or greed have tried to take aavantage of thewm. -~ youny
Niseli of thirty remirxrked, "1 used %o think Christizaity
was & religion of 'escuape' and hed no use for it. I
reaclize now that 1 had completely uisunderstood. 1 see
now what 11 means and I d0 beliieve it is the onliy thing
that will work in this werid.”

1he vislit of Dr. Arnup, our modersator, £iso made =«

deep lmpresslion on the peop.ie. Hhen they sent thelr
invitetion to him to visit ue here, they suild that wWhich
refiected very cliearly their attitude toward the chureh:
“4df he will oome &and listen 1o our story we will feel us
1f our father hed visited uas--for we resllze that the
churok is our friend." They were not disapgpointed for
nis syupathetic listening to their story &nd his promise
that ke personally woula spesk for them whereaver ne hud
an opportunity greatly encouraged them.

ihe young people of Taugshme for the last few months
heve been fugcing the possibility of either exile from
their native lend or seperation from their families for
ilfe. 1In such gircumstances unless one has within bhiu-
self the spiritual resources to gulde and strengthen hiwm
one 18 hopeleossly bewildered. %Heek after week in Sunduy
school, study grougs, oaureh serviges and in life together
in school and community these youmg people have leurned
muceh, but this erisis sharpened the issue and gave it &
Nnéw urgency. Hence they were interested wheén & sawmp
under the auspioces of the Anglioen &nd United Churches
Wis planned with the theme "dow c&n Hesel meet life
craatively?“. iwo specia]l speakers und four 5.0C.u.
students motored up from Chilliwaok and Vaneouver.
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toueh with & world from whioh we have besn Shut out was

& delightful experience for them. (nce more to have
fellowshlp with Cansdion young jeople, to sleep znd eat
together and in the friendly intimsoy of « ocawmy toglether
to seek the truth about 1life snd God--was 1in 1tself o
resasuring experience for these young people. They know
through that experlience that « decp rieh fellowshiy
between our raoces is possible. Thus through comrsdesniyp,
discugsions &nd worship together some of them got a

surer, Iirmer grasp on spiritusl values and freskh gourage
for the difficult deys shead.

It was welil they had had that experience for lute
in the full 1t seemcd eertain their darkest forebouings
would prove true; the government was pienning to deport
ailmost all those who had signed for repatriution. 7The
Christiasns of the Anglioan snd United Churches met this
orisis by sending out an sppesl to Christian groups all
over Canada. The "Nisel” bad sent in two petitions to
the government, one ssking thet they be permittea to
gtéy in Uanads , and the other that thelr parents be
grinted permission to stay with them. (opiens of these
two petitions and & letter in which they said, "we are
appesliing to you, FPellow-Christians, ehildren of the
game peavenly Father, for sympathy und inderstandi ng,”
were put together into amvelopes, mddressed, sorted and
mége ready for mailiing to 9000 groups in the two churches.
ihese peoplie never doudbted that in the hour of their need
the cshurch would stand by them.

Seriy in theNew Year notices posted one 11 the
pteklic¢ buildings contained instructions re the amount
of baggege sllowed esch persont ¢ be repatriated. Their
property, ieft int he hendsof the Custodian, hag been
8cld, on the whole without their consent amd in many
O ses without their knowledge. Juring the three years
Bere they have guthered around them & few things, never-
theiess not even these oan be taken &as & whole. Ho
large articles such &8 atoves, tables, beds, sewing
michines way be included in the 175 ilbs bugpege allowed
esch person. The government ssys they may have »8 muoh
&8 <560 lba. sent later. In the meantime with whom oun
they leave ity Yhese sre the very things that they
BUst have when t hey return a&nd also they zre the very
things thet it is impossible to buy in Japan today.

vNne dLy in Lhe wWash house wnile the woumen wer:
Soruobing thelr oclothes and discussing this new turn
in their troubles, & Buddhist woman paused in her work
for = moment and remarked, "['m going t 0o ask the ohuroh
people t0 keepy mine &nd send thamt o me iuter. You
oen trust theml”™

A% present 11 1s certailn the Jansdian born widll
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not be deported but that has onliy served to intensify
the agony in meny & heart. Oa&n parents be persuaded to
allow their sons and daughters to stayg Can boys and

irls bear the loneliness of separation for life from
z;tlr parontsY Boys of 18 and 19 have decided to atay
although in some ocases they will have no relatives in
this country, no woerk &and no funds.

Jagt sunmer several boye and girle of sixteen,

who hadn't ﬂl‘n.d for rep&ttrit-;tion &ithou gh their parents
had, were given notice to leave Tashme withinso magy days.
Some felt foreced to sign. Uthers appealed to the chureh
for aid and homes and work were found for theam in the
east.

Now, onoce z2gain, boye é&nd girls who haven't finished
High 3chool are in need of helip- Will the church zssist
ug to find for them homes, WOork and & chance to finish
their educationy %1ll the church definitely do something
to help those femiiies who may bDe abie to atay tec finad
goitadle work and homes? Will it aetively work until
these peopie have the same rights as &all other Canadian
citisens, namely the right to own land sand homes in
whieh they may become independent and self-respeciing
egitizens. ¥%e must have brotherhood in Can&dsa and thas
means equaliity in these simple fundamental Tights of
oitizenship. They trust the church because they belkeve
she has stood more than any other group for Jusilice ana
brotherhood. Hsny of them have come to see that tThe
Christian way of brotherhood is the oanly solution of
life's probiems, persontl or n&tional, &and that, no-
because they have read or heard the Christian measage
but bectuse they have seen it in action in & 4ilffiocults
il1fe situaiion.

day Hejsachlian.
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