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MEMORANDUM

| ‘ ‘ Office of the Prime Minister

Ottawa. April ?5: 19

of the Prime

F. A, Brewin, E8q.,
Cameron, Weldon & Brewiln,
Sterling Tower,
Toronto 1, Ontario.

Dear Mr., Brewin:

In the absence of the Prime Minlister,
T should like to acknowledge your letter dated
April 21, under cover of which you forwarded coples
of the reports of the Judiciary Committees in the
House of Congress in the United States, with which
vou included the texts of proposed legislation cone
cerning compensation for Japansse eVacuees,

T shall hope to have an opportunity
to bring your letter and 1ts enclosures to the
Prime Minister'!s attention after his return. In the
interim your comsmunication is being brought to the
attention of the Secretary of State.

Yours sincerely,

(R« Go Robertson),
Secretary.




Po
Ed
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Cameron, Weldon & Brewiln
Barristers & Solicitors

Sterling Tower
Toronto 1, Canada.

April 21, 1947

The Right Honourable W. L. Mackenzie King,

Parliament Buildings,
Ottawa, Canada.

Re: Japanese Canadians

Dear Mr, Prime Minister:

I have been requested by the Co-operative
committee on Japanese Canadians to write to you once
again in respect to the claims of Japanese Canadians

for loss of property.

In your statement of January 24th you stated
that in order to insure the fair treatment which had
been promised in 1944, the Government would be prepared
in cases where it could be shown that a sale was made
for less than fair market value, to remedy the injustice,

The Secretary of State was good enough to give
me an interview in which I put before him on behalf of
the Co-operative Committee our suggestions for the appoint-
ment of a commission on the same lines as the Evacuation
Claims Commission which is provided for in legislation put
before the United States Congress by the United States Gov=-

ernment,

When I communicated recently with the Under

Secretary of State to discuss this matter further, 1 was
informed that the matter was now before the Cabinet and
for this reason I venture to write to you once again and
to urge that not less should be done for the Japanese Can-
adians in connection with their claims than the Congress
of United States and their government is preparing to do
for Japanese Americans whose circumstances were similar to

those of the Japanese Canadians.




We feel the responsibility on behalf of the
Japanese Canadians themselves and many other organizations
and individuals who have written to us and asked us about
this matter, to urge the appointment of such a judicial

commission as can fully investigate the facts.,

No doubt you have received some representations
from the various groups in regard to this matter, but in view
of our discussions with the Secretary of State we have notl
encouraged any public agitation in this matter,

We should like to make 1t clear, however,
believe that there are a Very large number of people all
across Canada who are taking a very keen interest in what

is done about the property claims.

We venture to enclose a cOpy of the reports of

the Judiciary Committees in the House of
and in the Senate of the United States with their proposed

legislation and with correspondence from the President,

the Attorney General and the Secretary of the Interior in
support of their legislation. We feel sure that what the

President said in respect to the Americans of Japanese
ancestry applles with equal force to Canadians of Japanese
ancestry, and that your government will desire no less
redress for the losses which they have sustained,

We hope that a statement may be made soon as to
the government's intentions in this regard.

Yours sincerely,

(sgd) F.A, Brewin



Dr. E, H. Coleman,

AlA

Under-Secretary of State

RE: Claims of Japanese Lvacuees

I return herewith communication addressed to you by
the Deputy Minister of Justice, under date of 22nd instant, togethe
with & copy for your file, as 1 assume you will wish to hand the
original to the Hinister.

-
b

I also enclose copy of the draft Order in Council and
ou will note that the amendments, as suggested by Mr. Varcoe, have

y
been incorporated.

Copies of this material have been forwarded to Mr.
Raymend Ranger, Secretary, Privy Council Office.

EVE/JF
Encl.




Victoria Bldg., 7 O0'Connor St.,
Ottawa, Ontario
J-175 April 23, 1947

b

Raymond Ranger, Esq.,
Secretary,

Privy Council Office,
215 East Block,
Ottawa, Ontario

Re: Claims of Japanese Lvacuees

Dear Mr. Ranger:

Confirming our telephone conversatiom, I enclose
herewith copy of communication addressed to the Under-Secretary
of State by the Deputy Minister of Justice, under date of 22nd
instant, together with draft Order in Council, as amended.

Yours very truly,

K. W, WRIGHT
COUNEEL TO THE CUSTODIAN

K¥%/JF
Encl.
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Claims, filed by persons of the Japanese Race who were resident

in Canada on the day that this Order came into force, that the compensation

for real or personal property left in the control of the Custodian

at the time the owvner wags evacuated was less than the actual value of the

)

-~
i1

property at that time. Provided & st no claim shall be entertained for

loss or depreciation of,or damage To such property while it was in the

possession of a person, other than the Custodian or his Agent, to whom

the property was delivered by the owner.

ALTERNATIVE CLAUSE

Claims, filed by persona of the Japanese Raece who were resident
in Canada on the day that this Order came into forece, that the compensation
received for real or personal property left in the control of the Cugtodian

at the time the owner wag evacuated was less than the actual value of the

property at that time due to want of reasonable care in the econtrol or

disposition of the property by the Custodian or his Agent. Provided that

no claim shall be entertained for lose of,or damage to such property while
it was in the possession of a person, other tham the Custodian or his

Agént, to whom the property was delivered by the owner,
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=TARYApril 21, 1947.

E. H. Coleman,Esq.,
Under Secretary of State,

Ottawa, Canada.

Dear Mr. Coleman:

Phank you for your letter of April 17th.

In view of your saying that the matter of
appointing a Claims Commission to deal with claims
by the Japanese Canadians is at present before the
cabinet, it did not seem necessary for me to bother

you when I was in Ottawa. 1In any event I did not
arrive until late in the afternoon.

Naturally we are most anxious to hear of
further developments as we have constant inquiries
of those who are interested across Canada.

Yours sincerely,

FAB:HC ‘Jﬁ‘ /%+4xan




VIRTUE & RUSSELL

BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS
AND NOTARIES PUBLIC

LETHBRIDGE ALBERTA

April 18, 1947.

OPPOSITE COURT HOUSE

Hon. Colin Gibson,
Secretary of State,
Ottawa, Ontario.

Dear Mr. Gibson:

Re: Canadians of Japanese origin

We thank you for your letter of April 1l4th
which crossed our letter of April 13th.

We appreciate the fact that you are willing
to give us an eppointment for the week of May 4th, and if
agreeable to you we will plan to meet you on Thursday,
May 8th, at eleven o'clock in the morning. If it is
necessary to have a second interview in order to give you
complete information we shell be prepared to remain over
until Friday, the 9th, and to meet you then at your convenience.

The writer plans to travel by T.C.A. and if
there should be any delay due to air service will acquaint
you at once of that fact by telegram.

: Again thenking you, and looking forward to a
privilege of discussing thés matter with you, I am,

Yours sincerely,




VIRTUE & RUSSELL

BARRISTERS,SOLICITORS
AND NOTARIES PUBLIC

LETHBRIDGE ALBERTA

OPPOSITE COURT HOUSE

Hon. Colin GiQson,
Secretary of »tate,
Ottawa, Ontario.

Dear Sir:

Re: Canadians of Japanese origin

We have an appointment to meet Premier Manning and
some members of his Cabinet in Edmonton on Thursday,

April 24th,with a view to making representations to
enable the Japanese to remain in the Province of Alberta,
If this permission is obtained from the Province of Alberta

it will simplify the problem very considerably.

If at all possible, and if it meets your convenience,
we would hope to be able to meet with you sometime during
the period between May 7th and 10th if possible, and other-
wise in the period between the 13th and 1l5th.

You realize, I am sure, that some six hundred
families, including many children of public and High School
age, are living in what are called Beet Workers' houses,
which in many cases are nothing more nor less than converted
out-buildings, without any sanitary conveniences of any kind.

If we can make arrangements to find a permaenent solution
so that these people may re-establish themselves we feel that
it would be not only a humanitarian act but that it would Dbe

of great benefit to this part of Canada.

For these reasons we feel that a personal conference with
you would be of very considerable advantage.

Thanking you, we are,
Yours truly,

AGV /mh VI?EE? & RUSSELL,

(s |




My dear Colleague:

We have two Cabinet Committees dealing with
apancse affairs, one dealing with C

. { 2 ¥ - i 1 ) ¥ ( "\ 8
nt and residence of Japanese and the
anese claims,

There is difficulty in securil

t meetings and consider that if the
amalgamated, the subjects could be conslidered
and disposed of probably at one meelinge.

The Committees are as follows:

JAPANESE CONTROLS JAPARESE CLAINS

vackenzie rackenzie
Mitchell Kitchell
Jean Ilsley
Claxton Gibson
Glen additicr

Bridges

1 suggest the following as & Joint Committee,
ir. Abbott being added, s there will be con:iderable
financial outlay in connection with the settlement of
Japanese ¢laims,

Hackenzle
Mitchell
Ilsley cor Jean
Gibson

Glen

Bridges

:Jbett

Yours sincerely,

e At, fion, Louis St. Laurent,

~ecretary of State for External Affairs,
OTTAWA Ont .




Ottawa, April 17, 1947.

Dear Mr. Brewin,-

I have today received your letter of the

I expeet to be at my office during the

regular hours on Saturday and will, of course,be
very glad to see you if you find it convenient 10

call.

I should, however, state that the proposeal
of eppointing a Commission to deal with any claims by
persons of the Japanese Trace is presently before the

Cebinet. It is not, therefore, at pre-ent 8 depart-
mentel matter. I know from the Secretary of State
that it is expected that a decision willl be reached
in the reasonsbly near future but I am not informed
as to when sny announcement will be made.

Yours sincerely,

E. He Coleman
Under Secretary of State.

Fo Ao Brewin, E.-SQ.,
Messrs. Cameron & Brewin,
Sterling Tower,
Toronto 1, Ont.




Victoria Bldg., 7 0'Connor St.,
Ottawa, Ontario
April 17, 1947

Raymond Ranger, E8q.,
Secretary,

Privy Council Office,
315 East Block,
Ottawa, Ontario

Re: Claims of Japanese fvacuees

Dear Mr. Ranger:

Confirming our conversation of today, I enclose herewlth
six additional copies of the following:

1. Letter addressed to the Under-Secretary of State by the Deputy
Minister of Justice, under date of first imstant.

2. Report to Council for the appointment of a Commissioner.

3. Memorandum to the Special Cabinet Committee on Claims by Japanese
Evacuees, dated March 27, 1947.

Further copies will be sent you tomorrow.

Yours very truly,

K. ¥, WRIGHT
COUNSEL TO THE CUSTODIAN




Victoria Bldg., 7 0'Conmnor St.,
Ottawa, Ontario
April 16, 1947

™%
LM

Hayvmond anger, LSQ.y
A e ) ] :
ecretary,

office,

Claims of Japanese Evacueesg

Dear Mr. Ranger:

Confirming our telephone comversation, I enclose herewith

six copies of the following:

of State by the Deputy

r e . P = = ey d- & T " : oy ‘:
Letter addressed to the Under-
at instant.

Minister of Justice, under date
Report to Council for the appointment of a Commissioner.
Memorandum to the Special Cabinet Committee on Claims by Japanese
Evacuees, dated March 27, 1947.

Additional copies will be handed you prior to the meeting

LA

LoOmorrovw.

This material is being forwarded for the reason that the
Minister desires to bring the matter of Japanese Claims before the
Cabinet Committee on Japanese Problems at the meeting to be held
tomorrow morning at 10:30.

Yours very truly,

K. ¥, WRIGHT
COUNSEL TO THE CUSTODIAN
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Canada.
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moments in connection with the pro-
e Canadian Clelims Commlssion.
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ince I interviewed Mi
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yourself, we have had a great many
when we may expect some further action from the
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it ry

Ott&wa, .:';;_, :’il 1’?1, la'il.

Yr., Virtue:

I have received your letter of the
3rd of April concerning the claims of Japanese
evacuees and understand that you propose coming
to Ottawa during the week of Hay 4ths

If you will commnunicate with my office
after you arrive 1 will be glad to arrange an
appointment,

Yours very truly,

A. G. VIPtue, ESQ., }i’C.’ K‘C-’
¢/o Hessrs. Virtue & Russell,
Barristers, etc.,

LETHBRIDGE, Alberta.

P
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™ HIS EXCELLENCY
THE GOVERNOR GENERAL IN COUNCIL
The undersigned has the honour to report as follows:
That during the war persons of the Japanese race were evacuated

from the protected areas of British Columbia and by Order in Council P.C. 1665

of March 4, 1942, as amended by Order in Council P.C. 2483 of March 27, 1942,
it was provided that all property situated in any protected area of British
Columbia belonging to any person of the Japanese race (except fishing vessels
subject to Order in Council P.C. 288 of January 13, 1942, hereinafter referred
to, and deposits of money, shares of stock, debentures, bonds or other securi-
ties) delivered up to any person by the owner pursuant to an Order of the

Minister of Justice, or which was turned over to the Custodian by or on

behalf of the owner, or which the owner on being evacuated from the protected

area, was unable to take with him, should be vested in and subject to the

control and management of the Custodian as defimed in the Regul ations Respect-

ing Trading with the Enemy.
That by Order in Council P.C. 469 of Janmuary 19, 1943, it was

provided that whemever the Custodian had been vested with the power and

responsibility of controlling and managing any property of persons of the

Japanese race evacuated from the said protected areas, such power and res-

ponsibility should be deemed to include and to have included from the date

of the vesting of such property in the Custodian, the power to liguidate,

sell or otherwise dispose of such property.
That during the war fishing vessels belonging to persons of the

Japaness race were impounded and by Order in Council P,C, 288 of January 13,

1942, a comuittes on the disposal of Japanesge fishing vessels was established

and was empowered, inter alia, to make such arrangements as would make it

possible for the owners of such detained vessels freely to negotiate for sales

of such vesgels,

That pursuant to the above mentioned Orders, real and personal
property of persons of the Japanese race wasg disposed of and claimz have been
made by persons of the Japanese race that they have suffered pecuniary loss

by reason of such disposition of their property and also by reason of their




{rom the protected areas of British Columbia.

evacuation {
That it 1s deemed advisable to appoint a Commissioner under

Part I of the Inguiries Act to investigate the seid claims and to make recom-

-

mendations with respect thereto.

The undersigned, therefore, has the hcnour te recommend:

. .be appointed 2 Commissioner pursuant

l. That the Honourable . . .
the Revised Statutes of Canada, 1927,

(121

to the Inguiries Act, Chapter Nimety-nine of

to inguire into the claims set out in the Schedule hereto of persons of the Japa-

nese race for pecuniary loss sustained by them by reason of their evacuation

from the protected areas of British Coluambia and the management and disposition

of their real and personal property and to report his findings to the Governmor

in Council.

2. That the Commissiomer shall examine into each eclaim and make a report to the

-——

Covernor in Council advising as to the amount of compensation that im his opinion

would be fair and reasonable.

That the Commissioner sghall give public notice of the time for the filing of

~
-4
o @

claims and for the hearing of evidence and that all claims ghall be in writing,

verified by Statutory Declaration and filed in the O0ffice of the Custodian,

Vancouver, B, C..

4+ That the Commissioner be authorized to engage the services of such counmsel,

technical advisers or other experts, clerks, reporters and assistants as he may

deem necessary or advisable,

5. That the expenses of and incidental to the said inmguiry be paid out cf moneys

appropriated by Parliarxent.
SCHEDULE

1. Claims that any real or personal property was sold,pursuant to the Orders

hereinbefore referred to,at a price less than the market value therecf at the

time of g=le,

2+ Claims that any real or personal property was sold,pursuant tc the Orders
hereinbefore referred to, at a price less then the market valve thereof at the
time of evacuation.

3. Claime for compensation for loss of revenue by reason of the sale,pursuant

to the Orders hereinbefore referred to, of revemue-producimg rsal or personal

properiy.




ior

compensat fo W
pensation for loss of refl or personal property by theft

vhile such property was under the comtrol and management of:

¢ .
(a) The Custodian
(b) A person appointed for that purpose by the owner.
5. Claims for loss of life insurance policies by reason of failure lo ps&y
premiums directly attributable to the evacuation.

Claims for loss of income directly attributable to the evacuation.

Secretary of State




VIRTUE & RUSSELL

BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS
AND NOTARIES PUBLIC

AND BUILDING, OPPOSITE COURT HOUSE LETHBRIDGE ,ALBERTA

sxrd Aprii, 19477,

Gibson: RE: CLAINMS OF JAPANESE
EVACUEES.,

Please accept my thauks for your letter
of larch 20th.

We are glad to know that the Governnment
has been giving consideration to this natter.

The Thirty-four Hundred Jeapanese who

are stlll in Southern Alberta feel that the matter is
of sufficiently great importance to them that they
would like to haw a spokesman meet with you personally
and present thelr own views, and at the seame time hear
the views of yourself and the other members of the
Government in this respect.

Lthe loss suffered by these thousands of
Canadlian Japanese will amount to some millions of
dollers, and because of thet fact, and &lso because
of the human considerations involved, I believe that
you will feel that the matter warrants a personal

hearing.

Al The present moment we are waiting
to hear from Premier lanning who is fixing a date
when he will receive a delegcation with regard to
allowing these Canadian Japanese to remein in the
Province of Alberta. In all probability Premier
Menning will see us sometime before the 16th of
April. 4As soon as this aspect of the metter has
been cleared up we would like, if possible, to make
arrengements to meet you and other members of the




Honl Colin Gibson, Jrd Aprils, 1947
>ecretary of State,

Uttawa, Canada.

Cabinet in Ottawa.

Would -saome._date in the week beginning
ay 4th be convenlient for you?

- .

Thanking you again for your consideration
in this matter, I am,

Yours sincerely,

G Yirtue’,




MEMORANDUM TO: r. E. H. Coleman,
tary of State

Claims of Japanese

It occurs to me that you may wish to show e enclosed
"New Canadian®™ to the Minister,

I have marked a Commission article, eppearing on Page 1,

as well as the Editorial on Page Z

The draft report to the Special Committee of the Cabinet,
submitted for the Minister's signature, discloses that 6,617 Japanese
reside in Ontario and that Japanese in Canada number 20,8l4.

According to the Editorial, the survey conducted by the
Japanegse Co-operative Committee revealed that the owners in the Toronto
area claim losses in excess of :1,000,000.00.




EAD/CM

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, CANADA

Ottawa April 1, 1947

152189
Your File No. J-175

I have been asked to prepare a draft Report to Council for
the appointment of a Commissioner under the Inquiries Act to investigate
claims made by persons of the Japanese race in respect of the disposition
of their property and also in respect of claims for loss resulting from
their evacuation from the protected areas of British Columbia.

I understand that as a matter of policy the Governmment has not
yet decided upon the types of claims that will be admitted; I have, there-

fore, set out in the schedule the complete list of claims. The schedule
can then be amended in accordance with Government decisions on policy.

Enecl.
"F., P. Varcoe"

Deputy Minister

The Under Secretary of State

OTTAWA

1942, a committee on the disposal 0l Japanese 1ivuing vewwwmw - ———

and was empowered, inter alia, to make such arrangements as would make it

Possible for the owners of such detained vessels freely to negotiate for
Saleg of such vessels.

l)‘r.

Tha _
" Pexy Y Pursuant to the above mentioned Orders real and personal

.‘\") y Qf‘ TN o
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THE GOVERNOR GENERAL IN COUNCIL:

The undersigned has the honour to report as follows:

That during the war persons of the Japanese race were evacuated

from the protected areas of British Columbia and by Order in Council

p.Cc. 1665 of March 4, 1942, as amended by Order in Council P.C. 2483 of
March 27, 1942, it was provided that all property situated in any protected
of British Columbia belonging to any person of the Japanese race

area
Council P.C. 288 of January 13,

(except fishing vessels subject to Order in

1942, hereinafter referred to, and deposits of money, shares of stock, deben-

tures, bonds or other securities) delivered up to any person by the owner

pursuant to an Order of the Minister of Justice or which was turned over to
the Custodian by or on behalf of the owmer, or which the owner on being

evacuated from the protected area, was unable to take with him, should be
vested in and subject to the control and management of the Custodian as

defined in the Regulations respecting Trading with the Enemy.

That by Order in Council P.C. 469 of January 19, 1943, it was

provided that whenever the Custodian had been vested with the power and

responsibility of controlling and managing any property of persons of the
Japanese race evacuated from the said protected areas, such power and res-
ponsibility should be deemed to include and to have included from the date

of the vesting of such property in the Custodian, the power to liquidate,

sell or otherwise dispose of such property.

That during the war fishing vessels belonging to persons of the
Japanese race were impounded and by Order in Council P.C. 288 of January 13,
1942, a committee on the disposal of Japanese fishing vessels was established
and was empowered, inter alia, to make such arrangements as would make it

possible for the owners of such detained vessels freely to negotiate for

-

sales of such vessels.

That pursuant to the above mentioned Orders real and personal
property of persons of the Japanese race was disposed of and claims have been
made by persons of the Japanese race that they have suffered pecuniary loss

by reason of such disposition of their property and also by reason of their




from the protected areas of British Columbia.
That it is deemed advisable to appoint a Commissioner under

Part I of the Inguiries Act to investigate the said claims and to make

recommendations with respect thereto.

The undersigned, therefore, has the honour to recommend:

be appointed a Commissioner

- - L L L] L

1. That the Honourable. . . . .« .

pursuant to the Inquiries Act, chapter ninety-nine of the Revised Statutes

of Canada, 1927, to inquire into the claims set out in the Schedule hereto

of persons of the Japanese race for pecuniary loss sustained by them by

reason of their evacuation from the protected areas of British Columbia and

the management and disposition of their real and personal property and to
report his findings to the Governor in Council.

2

~ 0

That the Commissioner shall examine into each claim and make a report

to the Governor in Council advising as to the amount of compensation that in

his opinion would be fair and reasonable.

3. That the Commissioner shall give public notice in such manner as he deems

advisable of the time for the filing of claims and for the hearing of evidence

and that all claims shall be in writing, verified by statutory declaration and

filed in the office of the Custodian at Vancouver, British Columbia.

L. That the Commissioner be authorized to engage the services of such counsel,

technical advisers or other experts, clerks, reporters and assistants as he

may deem necessary or advisable.

5. That the expenses of and incidental to the said inquiry be paid out of

moneys appropriated by Parliament.

SCHEDULE

Claims that any real or personal property was sold pursuant to the
Orders hereinbefore referred to at a price less than the market value
thereof at the time of sale.

Claims that any real or personal property was sold pursuant to the

Orders hereinbefore referred to at a price less than the market value




nereol at the time of the evacuation of the owner.

3. Claims for compensation for loss of revenue by reason of the sale
pursuant to the Orders hereinbefore referred to of revenue-producing
real or personal property.

4« Claims for compensation for loss of real or personal property by theft

while such property was under the control and management of

(&) the Custodian, or
(b) a person appointed by the owner to control
and manage such property.

Claims for loss of life insurance policies by reason of failure to

N

pay premiums directly attributable to the evacuation of the policy-
holder.

6. Claims for loss of income directly attributable to the evacuation.

Respectfully submitted,

Secretary of State.




CANADA
DEPARTMENT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

OFFICE OF THE CUSTODIAN

March 31, 1947

MEMORANDUM TO: Dr. E. H. Coleman
Under-Secretary of State

RE: Claims of Japanese Evacuees

— - T

We enclose herewith two copies of Memorandum to the
Special Cabinet Committee on Claims by Japanese Evacuees, and you
will note that the changes, as suggested, have been made.

Will you kindly submit a copy of this memorandum to the
Minister.




MEMORANDUM
FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE :

I am sure you have in mind that if in the

discussion on the Second Reading of Bill 22 there is

reference to the future policy affecting persons of

the Japanese race removed from the defence areas,
it should be pointed out that any powers of the Custo~
dian to deal with the property of these persons are

not covered by Bill 22 but by Bill 104, which deals
with the Orders in Council relating to the Japanese

situation generally.

s He Coleman
Under Secretary of State.

Ottawa, March 28, 1947,




CANADA
DEPARTMENT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

OF THE CUSTODIAN

March 28, 1947

Dr. E. H. Coleman
Under-Secretary of State

RE: Claims of Japanese Evacuees

We enclose herewith two copies of Memorandum to the

Special Cabinet Committee on Claims by Japanese Evacuees and you
will note that the changes, which were suggested, have been made.

Will you kindly submit a copy of this memorandum to
the Minister.

KWW/JF

' 1
- r.'.(,:__ ™
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/ March 27, 1947
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MEMORANDUM TO THE SPECIAL CABINET COMMITTEE ON CLAIMS BY JAPANESE EVACUEES

The type of claim in which the Custodian is particularly in-

terested relates to the liquidation of real and perscnal property left in the

Protected Area of British Columbia. Representations made indicate that the

Japanese claimants feel that the losses they incurred went far beyond this.
By reason of evacuation they were required to surrender thelr busginesses and
the positions in which they were employed and generally speaking, their

chances of earning a livelihood were cut off. All such claims are basged

upon the economic loss caused by the results of evacuation. Unless the

enquiry is strictly confined to claims of the nature mentioned in the Prime

Minister's announcement of January 24, 1947, it is reasonable to suggest that

claims put forward will go beyond those referred to in the statement. In sup-

port of this, I attach copy of a Questionnaire which, I understand, is being

used by the Japanese Canadian Committee for Democracy in their survey.

Apart from demands for compensation covering economic and personal
property losses, claims may be made in regard to parcels of real estate which

the Custodian advertised and sold on the bagis of valuation and with the

approval of the Advisory Committees.
At a meeting of the Special Cabinet Committee on Claims by

Japanese Evacuees held in the Privy Council Chamber on Monday, March 24, 1947,

it was agreed that it would be advisable to appoint a Commissioner under

Part I of the Inquiries Act to recommend the amount, 1f any, which, in his

opinion, should be granted to any Japanese claimant,

The following are matters to be considered in reaching decisions

as to the scope of such inquirys

1. Real Estate - The difference between the sale price and fair market value,

It is altogether likely that the Japanese idea of value will not coineide with

the market value, but in my opiniocn, a properly established market value should

be the only basie for claim in this connection.
The inquiry should be on the basis set out in Section 47 of the

Exchequer Court Act, as followss
"47. The Court, in determining the amount to be paid to any claimant for any

land or property taken for the purpose of any public work, or for injury done
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to any land or property, shall estimate or assess the wvalue or amount thereof
at the time when the land or property was taken, or the injury complained of

was occasioned",

Is this the understanding as to the scope of the inquiry?

2. Real Estate Depreciation - The possibility of the market value having

decreased at the time of sale due to depreciation of the property after the

Japanese were evacuated.
This would apply chiefly to rural properties and possibly occurred

in connection with the Fraser Valley Fruit Farms. It should be noted that the

appraisal of these lande was, I believe, made in June of 1942, so that there
would not have been an exceptionally long period in which depreciatlion would
have taken place insofar as the actual land and buildings were concerned.

Creenhouses quickly fall into disrepair and quite a disparity exists between

the Japanese valuation and the amount &t which some of this property has been

sold.
Should the Commissioner be empowered to review claims arising out

of depreciation?

3. Real Estate - Loss of Revenue ~ Some claims in connection with real estate

may be based on the fact that after evacuation, the properties were leased and

the income was more than sufficient to carry the overhead ard this income wasg
cut off by the sale of the property. The Japanese may claim that they were

compelled to expend the capital derived from the liguidation of real estate in

order to maintain their families in the Housing Centres and elsewhere.

Should the Commissioner be empowered to review claims falling

within this category?

4« Chattels - The difference between the sale price and the market value of

the goods actually sold. There are cases where losses were sustained by those
who were operating businesses such ag stores, dry cleaning plants, garages,
shingle and rice mills, drug stores and rooming operations. In a number of
§§aae, stock in trade, plant machinery and equipment were sold by the Custodian
on thne basis of valuation, but the matter of goodwill or the revenue bearing
possibilities of these operations were lost to the Japanese. In addition to

this, where the real estate did not belong to the owner of these types of busi-
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nesses, dismantling, removing and re-assembling costs entered into the price

which the purchaser was prepared to pay for such chattels and equipment.

Certain types of equipment in use by the Japanese were definitely

old-fashioned and while capable of producing revenue in the hands of the Japa-

t to the Japanese idea of its worth.

nese, did not have a sale value equivalen

Should the Commissioner be empowered to review claims of this type?

5. Chattels - The market value of goods unaccounted for because of loss by

theft, depreciation, while in storage warehouses which belonged to the Custodian.

This not only concerns household effects, but a certain amount of equipment,

the main item of which is most probably that of fishing tackle. The matter to
be considered is whether,the Custodian having exercised all reasonable care,
there is any responsibility on the Government for shortages which have occurred

for the reasong above mentioned.

Should the Commissioner be empowered to entertain such claims?

4. Chattels - The market value of goods umeccounted for because of loss by

theft, depreciation, while in storage and under the control of Agents appointed

by the Japanese.
Should the Commissioner be empowered to review claims for loss

occasioned as aforesaid?

7. Fishing Vessels - These are referred to (Item 6) in the attached copy of

the Questionnaire. In commection with fishing vessels, approximately 90% of

these sales were negotiated by the Japanese themselves through the Japanese

Fishing Vessels Disposal Committee. The boats which were sold by the Custedian

were of the poorest type and dissatiesfaction hasg been expressed in some cases

in regard to the prices obtained,

Should the Commissioner be empowered to consider claims in respect

to sales both by the Japanese Fishing Vessels Disposal Committee and the
relatively small number of sales effected by the Custodian after the Fishing

Vessels Disposal Committee had been disbanded?

8. Motor Vehicles - Automobiles are referred to (Item 7) in the Questionnaire,

copy of which is attached. Complaints have been very considerable in regard to

the prices obtained for cars and trucks.
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. By Government Notice, dated February 26, 1942, the Minister of Justice

eras, radios and firearms to the

ordered the Japanese to deliver up motor vehicles, cam

c.¥.P., and & notice was published in the press requiring surrender [
very low prices or by turn-

y March 9, 1942.

Re
In the interval, many Japanese disposed of their cars at

ing them over lo friemds, It was the opinion of the British Columbia Security Com-

nission that it would not be desirable for Evacuees to be permitted to take their

cars out of the Protected Area and as the majority of vehicles were stored at Hast-

ings Park, not under cover, it was considered that due to rapid depreciation, liqui-

dation was necessary, Independent appraisals were obtained on a2ll vehicles snd ten-
ders equal to or in excess of the appraised price were accepted, t should be ncted

that these cars were sold at what was probably the poorest market in used car history.
Apart from the Japanese vehicles, all used car dealers were heavily stocked and geas-

oline and tire shortages created a mear panic situation and prices vere cut as much

as 50% on stocks in the hands of used@ car dealers.

Should the Commissioner be empowered to review claims within this category?

3. Life Insurance — There have been complaints that life insurance policies have had

to be surrendersd for cash value or allowed to lapse owing to insufficient earnings
by the Japanese.
Should the Commissioner be empowered to entertain this type of claim?

10, Economic Losses - These are referred to in the attached copy of Questlomnalre

(Items 9 and 10)., Due to war conditions, economic loss has been sustained by many

citizens altogether apart from mationality and without the factor of evacuation.
Business operations were curtailed in many instances due to lack of supplies, to say

nothing of the economic disruption caused by enlistment in the forces, sometimes

resulting in the supreme sacrifice of life itself. If consideration were to be given

to the question of economic loss caused by evacuation, and such loss could be ac-

curately established, this would not, in my opiniom, of necessity be a2 justifiable

Cl&in >
Should the Commissioner be empowered to entertain claims coming within

this category?

Reference has been made to the fact that a Commissioner should be appointed
to consider the Japanese claims and in my opinion the Commissioner so appointed

should be a person who holds, or has held,judieial office.

When the matter of the type of claims to which consideration should be given

1s determined, I recommend that advertisements be inserted in numerous newspapers,

including The New Canadian, calling upon the Japanese to file thelr claims, duly
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verif‘p and to address all such claims to the O0ffice of the Custodian, 506 Royal
Bank Buillding, Vancouver, B, C, This will afford the officials in the Custodian's
Vancouver Office an opportunity to review files and assemble data which will be help-
ful to the Commission. A time limit should be fixed for the filing of such clajims.

I am informed that the distribution of Japanese in Canada at November 30,

1946 ,was as follows:

British Columbia 6,981
Alberta ly 262
Sagksatchewan 503
Manitoba 1,193
Ontario 6,617
Quebec 1,210
Nova Scotia 1
New Brunswick 10
Prince Edward Island 6
Yukon and Northwest Territeries 3L

Total 20,814

Representatives of the Japanese have indicated that they desire to be
heard in centres of the different provinces, but I am of opinion that it should be
left to the Commlissioner to determine where such hearings are to take place.

It is very probable that thousands of claims will be filed, but very
improbable that the vast majority could be substantiated in a Court of Law, The
Japanese have inflated ideas as to the velue of their assets and doubtless their
claims will be grossly exaggerated.

It is very difficult to estimate the amount that will be required to
meel the claime and defer the expenses of the Commission. At all events, 1t appears

necessary to imsert an item in the supplementary estimates in order to provide funds,

Secretary of State
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-. CLATM FOR DAMAGE

*

1. Current value of land at the time of evacuation . . .

Value of the above, at which the Custodian sold without
my consent

Difference in the values, to be claimed .,

2. Current value of buildings and other improvements with the
lot, at the time of evacuation . . A it

Value of the above, at which the Custodian sold without
my consent

Difference in the values, to be claimed . .

3. Current value of personal property at the time of evacuation

Value of the above, at which the Custodian sold without .
my consent b

Difference in the values, to be claimed . ., -

L. Current value of machimery at the time of evacuation . . b

Value of the above, at which the Custodian sold without f
my consent. . 4

Difference in the values, to be claimed . , B

5. Current value of fishing boat, at the time of evacuation . . @

Value of the above, at which the Custodian sold without
my consent ¥

Difference in the values, to be claimed . .

&, Current value of fishing apparatus at the time of evacuation

Value of the above, at which the Custodian sold wlthout
my consent %

Difference in the values, to be claimed . . .

7. Current value of automobile at the time of evacuation . . A

Value of the above, at which the Custodian sold without
my consent . .

€6

%

Difference in the values, to be claimed . .,

€. Expected four years income from farming, industry, trade,

forestry, fishing, and etec., after evacuation . . 8
Annual Income receivedsafter the evucuation . . $

Difference in the Income, to be compensated . .

9. Expected four years wage from labour, after the evacustion . . $

Annuel wage received, after the evacuation . .

Difference in the wages, to be compensated , , ¥

10, Other Claimsi-




The undersigned therefore has the honour

to recommend that Your Exeellency in Council be pleased

to order as follows:

l; The Honourable scsecccccccccesscccces is8
hereby appointed a commissioner under the Inquiries
Aet to inquire into the claims set out in the Schedule
hereto of persons of the Japanese TIace for pecuniary
loss sustained by them by reason of their evacuation
from the protected areas of British Columbia and the
menagement and disposition of their real and prersonal

property.
8. The Commissioner shall examine into each
claim and make a report to the Governor in Council
advising as to the amount of compensation that in

his opinion would be fair and reasonable,

. The Cormissioner shall give public notice 1in

such manner as he deems advisable of the time and place

for the filing of claims and for the hearing ef evidence,

4, The Commissioner is authorized to engage the
services of such counsel, technical advisers or other

experts, clerks, reporters and assistance as he may deem

necessary or advisable.
SCHEDULE

Claims that any real or personal property was sold

at a price less than the fair market wvalue thereof

at the time of sale.
Claims that any real or personal property was sold

at a price less than the falr market value thereof

at the time of evacuation,

Claims for compensation for loss of revenue by reason
of the sale of revenue-producing real or personal

property.




4.

Claims for compengation for loss of real or personal
property by theft,

Claims for loss of life linsurance policies by reason
of failure to pay premiums directly attributable to
the evacuation.

Claims for loss of income direetly attributable to

evacuation,.
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Vest Block,
Ottawa, Ontario
March 20, 1947

Pear Br. Virtue:

A copy of your letter of the 5th instant, relative to the above,
hag beon received from the Minister of Labour,

i Comxnitteo of the Cabinet wap recontly selected and reguested to
congider matters arising cut of the disposel of property of Japanese Eve-
cuesz. The Committee mel last MHonday and after discussion, asgreod to defer
decisions pending examination of a report now being prepared.

Your suggestion that a Conmission be set up in Southarn Alderts,
in order to hear claimants in person, is ncted and this will be brought to
the attention of the Coumitteas,

I alge note and appreciate your offer to have a gmall Jdelegation
visitl Ottaws for the purpose of discussing the vhele matter. I doubt the
vigdom of putiling your clients to this expense for the reason that material
before us appears %o cover the problem wery fully.

Thanking you for your co-operalicm in thie satSer, 1 resain,

Yours very Sruly,

Secretary of Stats




CANADA

DEPARTMENT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

OFFICE OF THI CUSTODIAN

March 26, 1947

J-175

Mr. W. 0. Davis,
Private Secretary to the
Secretary of State

We return herewith correspondence from the Minister
of Labour, together with communication from Mr. Virtue, and

suggested reply for the Minister's signature.

KWw/JF

Encl.




Ottawa, Ontario.
March 12, 1947.

Mr. W. O, Davis,

Private Secretery to the
Secretary of State,

West Block,

Ottawa.

Dear Sir:

I am enclosing copies of correspondence with Mr. A. C.
Virtue, of Lethbridge, Alberta, which is self-explenatory.

I assume that you will write on the issue raised with
reference to property claims.

Yours truly,

'::,JN /Vlf 1L L/(./Z/zi'}




Ottawa, Ontario.
March 11, 1947.

My 1

LII"_ . Iq . G . Vlrtu(ﬁ,
Virtue & Pussell,
McFarlang Building,
Lethbridge, Alberta,

Dear Mr, Virtue:

I have your letter of March 5th.

The Prime Minister stated: "In respect to property of
Persons of Japanese origin who were removed from the Pacific coast, and
Whose property was sold by the Custodian, the government is of the
opinion that the sales were made at a fair price. In all cases a complete
appraisal was made before disposition. The total of the prices secured
is greater in aggregate than the total appraisel value.' To ensure,
however, the fair treatment promised in 1944, the government is prepared
in cases where it can be shown that a sale was made at less than a fair
market value to remedy the injustice."

I do not know that eny final decision has been made yet as
to how claims which come within the category mentioned in the Prime Minister's
statement will be dealt with. However, I am forwarding a copy of your
letter to the Secretary of State for his consideration, and in order that

he may reply to you direct as the matter is one which falls within his
department.

You inguire as to what steps the Government intends to take
to give assistance in the establishment of Japanese in Alberta. The great
majority of these people have been in self-supporting employment in the
area for nearly four years and the Department has no plans for special
assistance for this group beyond that which is presently available to other
persons of Japanese race, including those from British Columbia. In these
cases the Department has given assistance in locating suitable employment
and in providing transportation for individuals and family groups to new
locations, together with & subsistence grant.

Yours Sincerely,




(CoPYy)

VIRTUE & RUSSELL

EB3 mk i | e
Ba rlsters, Solicitors & Notary Publie

McFarlang 3133 ne .
. Buil&;dg, OPposite Court House - Lethbridge, Alta.

March &5, 1947.

Please refer to Fi%g_No. 301,

Hon, Humphrey Mitchell,
Minister of Labour,
Ottawa, Ontario.

Dear Mr. Mitechell:

We understand from a recent pronouncement of the Prime Minister
that the Government of Canada intends taking steps to alleviate the
condition of the Japanese who were evacuated from the Province of
British Columbia as a military precaution several years ago.

According to the Prime Minister's pronouncement it has been
recognized that owing to the urgency of the evacuation and the hurried
and drastic nature of the liquidation of the properties owned by these
Japanese, there were cases where the Japanese suffered undue losses; and
apparently it is the intention of the Dominion Government to recompense
the Japanese for such losses.

We judge from the same pronouncement that it is the intention of
the Government to assist to some extent these Japanese in re-establishing

themselves.

We know that you are aware of the fact that approximately four ,////
thousand of these Japanese citizens who were evacuated from British

Columbia are now resident in Southern Alberta.

Many of them are residing on farms surrounding Lethbridge where
they have been employed as beet labourers and as farm helpers; and in
addition great numbers are in the vicinities of Raymond, a town twenty
miles south of Lethridge; Picture Butte, a Town twenty-five miles north of
Lethbridge; Coaldale, ten miles east of Lethbridge; Taber, thirty miles
east of Lethbridge, and in fact scattered throughout the whole of this area.
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ho repre . Prov%nce of Alberta for a Committee of M//
‘oPresent practically all of these unfortunate people.

.N:;-‘_ tlt‘cd wr +) .y : °
intends takinglz Eﬁﬁ{ are anxious to know what steps the Government
assistance 4o °Wl 1n respect of compensation and in respect of
~HC€ 1n re-establishment.

They wis] E A 4
e T R Wisn t? have an opportunity of presenting the problems both
group and as individuals.

T We are wondering if it is your intention to have some person or
C?mmlttee representing you who will be authorized to hear the representa-
tions which will necessarily be made on behalf of these citizens. Might
fe respectfully suggest that if some sort of commission were set up here
1n Southern Alberta, these men and women could attend and present their
claims, and in all probability it would be easier to do complete justice if
the claims were presented in person.

If you think it would be of any assistance we would be quite pre-
pared to have a small delegation go to Ottawa for the purpose of discussing
the whole matter.

We may add that while the Alberta group have been associated with
the Ontario group and still wish to co-operate with them, yet the actual
residents here in Alberta numbering as above mentioned, about four thousand
people, feel that they have certain interests here which make it necessary
for them to have special representation, and for that reason the writer is
addressing you direct.

You, of course, are aware that great numbers of these people are
Canadian born, that many of the others are naturalized Canadians whose
families are Canadian born, and that only a comparatively small number are

aliens.

Perhaps we should add that we are making arrangements to see Premier
Manning after the conclusion of the present session of the Alberta Legisla-
ture with a view to making arrangements if possible for these citizens of
the Japanese race to be permitted to remain in Alberta.

No doubt we may be favored by hearing from you after this matter has
had your consideration.

Thanking you, we are,

Yours truly,

VIRTUE & RUSSELL,
Per: A. G. Virtue.




Victoria Bldg., 7 O'Connor £t.,

Ottawa, Ontario
MaI'Ch 26, 19/+7

¥. R. Jackett, Esq., K.C.,

Assistant Deputy Minister of Justice,
Department of Justice,

Ottawa, Ontario

Res Claims by Japanese Evacuees

Dear Mr. Jackett:

In the course of an interview today, Dr. Coleman indicated
that it would be desirable to make certain amendments in the draft
memo, copy of which was sent to you yesterday.

Changee have accordingly been made in the underlined
paragraphs on Pages 2 and 4.

I enclose copy of revised edition for your information.

Yours very truly,

K. ¥. WRIGHT
COUNSEL TO THE CUSTODIAN




March 26, 1947

Honourable Colonsel C,. Gibson, M.P.»
Secretary of State

RE: Claims by Japanese Evacuess

In the course of an interview today, Dr, Coleman indicated
that it would be desirable to make certain amendments in the draft
memo submitted to you yesterday. Changes have accordingly been made

in the underlined paragraphs on Pages 2 and 4.

I enclose revised copy for your consideration.

K. W. WRIGHT
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RE; CLAIMS QF JAPANESE EVACUEES

On January 24, 1947, the Prime Minister made an anncuncement in con~-

nection with Japanese Problems and referred o elaims put forward in regard to
properties as follows:

"Nith respect to the property of persons of Japanese origin who were removed

from the Paeific coast, and vhose property was sold by the Custodian, the govern-

ment 18 of the opinion that the sales were made at a falr price. In all cases &

complete appraisal was made before disposition. The total of the prices secured

is greater in aggregaie than the tetal appraisal value,

To ensure, however, the falr treatment promised in 1944, the government ig pre-

pared, in casges vhere it can be established that a sale was made at lesg than a

fair market value, to remedy the injustice",

Since that time, numerous enguiries have besn received from Sclicitors
acting for Japanese, as well as many Japanese themselves, asking for information

as to filing of claims and if proper machinery is to be set up for the hearing
of same,

The type of claim in which the Custodian is particularly interested

relates to the liguidation of real and personal property left im the Protected
\/ - '

7

Ares of British Columbia., DBvidence-submitted 1ndicateé\that the Japenese

claimants feel that the losses they incurred went far beyond this. By reason

of evacuation they were required to surrender their businesses and the positions
in which they were employed and gemerally speaking, their chances of earning a

iivelihood were cut off., A1l such c¢laime are based upon the economic loss

~y
{

caused by the results of evacuation. Unless the enquiry isydonfined to leszaw

f

..Mm'in the Prime Minister's announcemeﬁt, it is reasonable to suggest

WAL ™3 '

_ - SO '
that clainmg will far-excoed thosé referred to in the statement. In support of
this, I attach copy of a Questionnaire winich, I understand, is being used by

the Japanese Canadian Committee for Damocracy in their survey.

Apart from demands for compensation covering economic and personal

property losses, claimg may be msde in regard to parcels of real estate which




ised and L'.\‘ld on the 1"-@5}‘.(\ (% B

the Custodian advertised

' yvaluation and with the

pproval of the Advisory Comnittees. OCenerally speaking, the sale prices can
H v::\* ~ Fa LN - A — . ~!
be justified. It should perhaps be recorded that at least 75% of the complainte

in connection with properties which were

¥e have acknowledged receipt of their letters and in-

sold to the Director,

Y ")l‘l

received have been

The Veterans' Land Act.
formed them that the sale was cerrigd out ag a part of Govermment pollecy baged

- ' el o " d . . e 1apat s
»n appraised valuations and that their letters have been placed on flle so that

a matter of record.

their comments may remain
\

of the Special Cabinet Committee on Claims by Japanese

At & meeting

Bvacuees held in the Privy Counecil Chamber on Monday, March 24th, 1947, it was

agreed that it would be advisable to appoint & Commissioner under Part 1 of

if any, which, in higz opinien,

the Inguiries Act to recommend the amount,

should be granted to any Japangse claimant.

The following are matters to be comsidered in reaching decisions as

to the scope of such inguiry:

Real Estate - The difference betveen the pale price and fair market wvalue,

i
-~ 9 a.-J:.)

It is altogether likely thal the Japanese idea of wvalue will not cocincide with

the market value, but in my opinion, & properly established market wvalue should

be the only basis for claim in this conrection.

1 ‘agree ¥ith tm& ﬁuﬂ»uran;e The Minigter of Jastica that the Com-

miegioner, in a@l_diga‘&ngon claims. ghould be directed to follow

caection A7

of the Exchequer Court Acgi_mnich ra&ds ds followss

47, The Court, in determining the amount to 92 paid to any claimant for any

__&8

land or property taken for the purpose of any publie work, or for injury done

to any lend or property, shall estimate or assess the value or amount therecf

&t the time when the lsnd or property was tak 1y or the injury complained of
¥as occasioned. R ldfosa 470, /
.- / > K

Shauldwthahcaimiﬁﬁlonar_be“;natruntadnto.rsvieu-thisutypancf claim?

<. HReal Estate Depreciation - The possiblility of the market wmlue having
decreased at the time of sale due to depreciation of the property after the

Japanese were evacuated,

This would apply chiefly to rural properties and possibly occurred




- ~—y ’ o e b o~ .  —_— b .r.‘ !‘_ . l.‘i,‘
in connection with the Fraser Valley Frult Famms, It should be noted that the

appraisal of these lands was, I belleve, pade in June of 1942, so that there
sould not have been an exceptionally long perlod in which depreciation would
have taken place insofar as the actual land and tuildings were concerned.
Greenhouses quickly fall into disrepair and quite a disparity existe between
the Japanese valuation and the amount at vhich some of this property hag been
gold,

Should the Commiesioner be instrueted to review claims arising out of

depreciation?

* . § | . 83 YTt A 2K B h'.'"
Real Estate - Loss of Revenue ~ Some ciaims in connection with real egtsate

may be based om the fact that after evacuation, the properties were leased and

the income was more than sufficient to carry thse coverhead and this income was

cut off by the sale of the property. The Japanese may claim that they were

compelled to expend the capital derived from the liguidation of reul estale in

order to maintain thair families in the Housing Centres and elsewhere.

Shoulid the Commissioner be imstructed to review claims falling within

~al

this category? A

4« Chattels - The difference between the sale price and the market value of

the goods actually sold. There are cages vhere losses were sustained by those

who were operating businesses such ag stores, dry cleaning plants, garages,

ghingle and rice mills, drug stores and rooming operations. In a number of
cases, stock in trade, plant machinery and equipment were scld hy the Custodian

on the basis of valuation, but the matter of poodwill or the revenue bearing

possibilities of these operations were lost to the Japanese., In addition to
this, where the real estate did not belong to the owner of these types of busi-

nesses, dismantling, removing and re-assembling costs entered inte the price

which the purchaser was prepared to pay for such chattels and equipment.
Certain types of equipment in use by the Japaness were definitely

old-faghioned and while capable of producing revenue in the hends of the Japa~

nese, did not have & sale velue equivplent to the Japanese idea of its worth.

Should the Commiseioner be ﬁnstnuetudwto review claims of this type?
R Do AN

5. Chattels - The market value of goods unaccounted for because of loss by
theft, depreciation, while in atorage warehouses which belomged to the Custodian.



This not only concerns household effects, but a certain smount of equipment,
the main item of which is most probably that of fishing tackle, The matter to

be considered is whether the Custodian; having exerecised all reasonable care

siiould-be-held-responsible for shértages which have oceurred for the reasons

above mentioned.
Should the Commigsioner be instricted to entertain such eclaims?

£
Qe

Chattels - The market vslue of goods unaccounted for because of loss by
theft, depreciation, while in storage and under the control of Agents appointed

by the Japanese,
It may be of interest to record that a dullding on Easi Hastings

Street, Vancouver, B. C., registered in the name of & Japanese Assceiation

énd which certain Japanese had filled with chattels, wae left by them in the

care of Messrg. Norris & Maclemnan. Upon request for the shipwent, through

the Security Commission, of some of the contents of this bullding, we reguested

Hr. MacLennan to accompany one of our staff to the building for the purpose

of selecting the goods required for shipment. Finding it impossible to open

the front door, access was made through a rear entrance wien it was discovered

that thieves had entered by the front door and had then barred it from the in-

side with planks. The place had been ransacked, lids of boxes torn off and

the entire contents scattersd over the floor, Both Mr, MacLemnan and the

representatives of the British Columbia Segurity Commizsion realised the

\
futility of attempting to identify to whom the chattels belenged,
Should the Commissioner ba ina%*gfted to review claims for loss

oceasioned as aforesaid?

7. Fishing Vessels - These ere vefarred to (Item 6) in the attached copy of

the Questionnaire., In connection with fishing vessels, approximately 90% of
these sales were nepotiated by the Jeapanese themselves through the Japanege
Fishing Vessels Disposal Committee, The boats which were sold by the Custodian
were of the poorest type and digsatisfaction has been expressed in gome caseg
in regard to the prices obtained. |

Should the Commissioner be Lns%ruc%od-to conslder claims in respect
to l{i::ryothigy the Japanese Fishingﬁ!easoLg_Qisposal Committes and the

rolat1!!£! small number of sales effectad EZ the Custodian after the Fishing

Vessels Digggsgl Committee hed boen Alsbanded?
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Motor Vehicles - Automobiles are referred to (Item 7) in the Questionnalire,

?."

copy of whieh is attached, Complaints have been very considerable in regard to

the prices obtained for cars and trucks. The sale figures indlcate the avernge

- . - & af 4 Q.n |
price to be very low, 1 am adviged that the disposition af carg and trucks TOOX

place at about the worst period of gsed car market. Apart from the Japanece

: - - % " and +4v
vehicles, all used car dealers were hesvily stocked apd gascline and tire

: ~ e -t £
shortages created a near panile situation and prices were cut as much &8 50% on

stoeks In the hands of used car denlters.
Should the Commissioner De ingtruetsd to review claims vithin this
category?

9. Life Insurance — There have been complaintes that life insurance policies

have had to be surrendered for cash value or allowed to lapse owing to insufl-

ficient earnings by the Japanese.

Should the Commissioner be imstrweted lo entertain this type of

claim?

10, Ecowomic Losges - These are referred to in the attached copy of (uestion~
paire (Items 9 and 10). Due to war conditions, economic loss has been sugtrined
by many citizens altogether apart from nationality amnd without the factor of
evacustion, DBusinees operations were curtalled in many ingtances due to lack
of supplies, to say nothing of the ucoﬁamic disruption caused by enlistment in
the forces, scmetimes resulting in the supreme gagrifice of life itself, If
consideration were to be given to the guestion of economie loss caused by
evacuation, and such loss could be accurately established, this would not, 1in
my opinion, of necessity be a justifiable claim,

Should the Commissioner be-ig;ﬁr&etéd’to entertain claims coming

within this category?

Reference has been made to the fact that a Commissioner should be
appointed to consider the Japanese claims and in my opinion the Commissgioner s
appointed should be a person who holds, or has held, judicial office.
Then the matter of the types of claims to which consideratlion should
be given is determined, I recommend that advertisemente be Inserted in numerous
newspapers, including The New Canadian, calling upon the Japanese to file thelr

claims, duly verified, and to address all such claims to the Office of the



Custodian, 506 Royal Bank bullding, Vancouver, B, C. This will afford the
8 Vencouver Office an opportumity to review files
1 be helpful te the Commission. A time limit
" guch claiams.
I am informed that the distribution of Japanege in Canada at
November 30, 1946, was as follows:

dritish Coluwbia 6,981
Alberta by 262
Saskatchewan 503
Manitoba 1,193
Ortario 6,617
Quebec 1,210
Nova Scotia 1
New Brunswick 10
Prince Edward Island I8
Yukon and Northwegt Terrliteries 31

Total 20,814

Representatives of the Japanese have indicated that they desire to
0e heard in centres of the different provinces, but I am of opinion that it
should be left to the Commissioner to determine where such hearings are to
take place,

% is very probabls that thousands of claims will be filed, but
very improbable that the vast majority ecould be substantiated in a Court of
Laew, The Japaneee have inflated ideas as to the value of their assets and
doubtless their claims will Le grossly exaggerated,

It is very difficult to estimate the amount that will be-requirad
to meet the claims and defer the expenses of the Commission. At all eventis,

it appears necessary $o insert an item in the supplementary estimates in order
to provide funds Waﬁe&wm.

IW"E}?  directed to the faovt thet Order in Couneil
P.C. 1665, dated 4th March, 1942, indicated that no commission was to be
charged by the Custodidén in respect to the administration of Japarese Fvacuee

asgets and that up to the present time, the Custodian has advanced the sum of

£725,500.00 in order to defray all such expenses.

Seeretary of State
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1, Current value of land at the time of evacuation ., .

e .'l\ L 1. - | : 3 %
Value of the 190ve, at which the Custodlen seld withouvt
y consent . .

“ oFe
Difference in the values, to be claimed .

f buildings and other improvements with

gurrent value ¢

&
the lot, at the time of evacuation . . .

e e oy

Value of the above, at which the Custodian sold without
my consent . .

Difference in the values, to be claimed , ., .

Current value of personal property at the time of evacuation

Value of the above, at which the Custedisn scld without
my consent . .

Differance in the valueg, to be claimed , .

Current value of machinery at the time of evacuation . .

Value of the above, at vhich the Custodian scld without
my consent . .

Qr
&
-

pDifference in the values, to be claimed . . .

A

Current value of fishing boat, at the time of evacuation . .

Value of the above, at which the Custodlan sold without
my consgent . .,

Pifference in the values, to be claimed , .

Current value of fishing apparatus at the time of
evacuation . .

Value of the above, at which the Custodian scld without
my consent . .

PDifference in the values, to be claimed . .,

Current valus of asutomobile at the time of evecuabtion . .

Value of the above, at vhich the Custodian sold without
nwy eongent . .

Difference in the values, to be claimed . ,

Expected four years income from farming, industry, trade,
forestry, fishing, and ete,, after evacuation . .

Annual Income regeived after the evacuation . .

Difference in the Income, to be compensated . .

Expected four years wage from labour, after the evacuation

Annual wage received, after the evacuation . .

Difference in the wages, to be compensated ., .

Other Claimss-
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— Workers Planned

Construction

MONTREAL, P.Q.—Japa-
Montreal
with the

dal'e

Canadians ‘in

who are connected

construction Industry

to form an organi-

on to study discuss prob
lems connected with their em
ovment, according to a Montreal

O espondent
It is believed that the proposed
yreanization of both Isseis and
Niseis will be able to assist other
evacuees to find suitable employ-
1ent, and that the periodic meet-
ngs will be mutually beneficial.

An organization meeting is

planned for some time near the
end of March. Further details are
to be published in the Montreal
News Bulletin.

A large percentage of evacuees

in Montreal have found, employ-
in some phase of the con-
struction Among

are architects, carpenters, plumb-

ment

industry. them

brick-layers, plasterers, stone

erS,
masons, electricians, cement work-

ers, metal workers, painters, etc.

Vote May Be Offered
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Dr. Shuichi Kusaka, 31, has
edited and revised the new edition
of Philip Frank’s “Einstein—His
Life and Times,” reports a New
York Nisei publication.

Dr. Kusaka was born in Japan
and came to Vancouver, B.C,, as a
child. He received his education
at Strathcona public school, Bri-
tannia High School and the Un:!-
versity of British Columbia, where

he won the Governor-General's
medal.

After moving to the United
States, he was the center of a

controversy that raged about his
appointment to the faculty of

s
’

Brewin and State Secretary _‘

Discuss Property Loss lIssue

TORONTO. Ont.—The setting up of proper methods of
investicating Japanese property losses claims was discussed
in Ottawa on March 10 by Andrew Brewin, legal counsel for
the Co-operative Committee on Japanese Canadlans, al
secretary ol s

]
Ao

Hon. Colin Gibson,

Reconciliation Group
Also Protest Keeping

state,

Results of this meeting, which

was arranged after negotiation by

the Co-operative committee, was
not immediately known. s Y

It was announced in To- 0{ ReSithlons
ronto, however, by Mrs. Hugh TORONTO, Ont.—Another
MacMillan, secretary, that the ganization has joined the ranks
Co-operative Committee pro- of those protesting the continua-
posed to give assistance to tion of restrictions on Japanese

Canadians.

On March

Japanese Canadians in present-

ing their claims for compensa- national

5, the

tion for losses suffered as re- council of the Fellowship of Re-
sult of evacuation. conciliation sent a letter to the

Problems connected with the Prime Minister urging the res-
establishment of the claims com- toration of free movement and

right to acquire fishing licenses

to Canadians of Japanese origin.
The letter asked the gov

ernment to “‘take immediate steps”

mission has been under study for
some time past by the Co-opera-
legal advisors.

tive Committee’s also

The survey of evacuation losses,

which is expected to reveal the (0 "sel up a commission to deal
number and extent of the claims, with property losses suffered

is now being conducted by the the evacuees.

Japanese Committee for De- “We feel that the government

had no legal or moral right to
dispose of the property of per-
sons who had not been proved
guilty of any act of disloyalty,
and that therefore the govern.

ment owes it to these people o
effort to recom-
f \ " -t - x

mocracy.
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Movie House

STEVESTON, B.C

make
—The focmer nense

every

am

Inscas °0 ) 8 ot




Victoria Bldg., 7 O'Connor St.,
Ottawa, Ontario
March 25, 1947

Tu ;L ? :‘ '-!(':\J'V T < }.‘lct) * ¥

Assistant Deputy Minister of Justice,
Justice Building,

Ottawa, Ontario

Re: Claims by Japanese Evacuees

Dear Hr. JackelLi:

At yesterday's meeting of the Cabinet Committee on Japanese
Problems, Honourzble Mr, Ilsley suggested thai a memo outlining the types
of claims likely to be filed should be prescented by the Secrelary oi ctate.
ovourable Colin Gibeson instructed me to draft the memo and a copy of the
enclosed is going forward for his comsideration today. Changes will be

made, bui generally speaking, I believe it covers the gl tuation.

As explained to you by telephone, a draft Order in Council is
also to be submitted, and I desire to discuss this matter with you avt a
time that suits your convenience on Thursday.

Thanking you for your co-operation in this matter, I remain,

Yours very truly,

VRICHT
THE CUSTODIAN

KWW/JF
Encl.




CANADA
DEPARTMENT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

F THE CUSTODIAN

March 25, 1947

J-175

MEMORANDUM TO: Dr. E. H. Coleman,
Under-Secretary of State

RE: Claims by Japanese Evacuees

At yesterday's meeting of the Cabinet Committee, Honourable
Mr. Ilsley suggested that our Minister should submit a memo outlining
the types of claims likely to be filed by the Japanese.

It was also indicated that questions should be incorporated
with a view to defining the scope of the enquiry.

Hon. Colonel Gibson requested me to prepare a draft memo and
you will note from the enclosed that I feel we should have your advice

before the memo is put in final form.

The draft presents the problems as I see them but changes will
be necessary and it would be appreciated if you would make such amendments

as you deem necessary.
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uickly fall into disrepair and quite a disparity exists between

Greenhouses

. - ' k . ~ . - | } = ]
the Japanese valuation and the amount at which some of this property has been

Should the Commissioner be instructed to review claims arising out of

depreciation?

1 Estate - Loss of Revenue - Some claims fonmanehoniedl=bews in connectlion

may be based on the fact that after evacuation, the properties

| =g &

real estate
leased and the income was more than sufficient to carry the overhead and
The Japanese may claim that

income was cut off by the sale of the property.

they were compelled to expend the capital derived from the liguidation of real

estate in order to maintain their families in the Housing Centres and elsevhere.

Should the Commissioner be instructed to review claims falling within

this category?

Chattels - The difference between the sale price and the market value~of the

4 .
St~ Q.44 A AAAL
goods actually sold. There are cases where losses were imedseed by those who

were operating businesses such as stores, dry cleaning plants, garages, shingle

and rice mills, drug stores and rooming operations. 1In a number of cases stock

g

}xfssold by the Custodian on the basis

in trade, plant machinery and equipment
of valuation, but the matter of goodwill or the revenue bearing possibilities of

these operations were lost to the Japanese. In addition to this, where the

real estate did not belong to the owner of these types of businesses, dismantling,

removing and re-assembling costs entered into the price which the purchaser was

prepared to pay for such chattels and equipment.

Certain types of equipment in use by the Japanese were definitely

old-fashioned and while capable of producing revenue in the hands of the Japa-
nese, did not have a sale value equivalent to the Japanese idea of its worth.

Should the Commissioner be instructed to review claims of this

type?

5. Chattels - The market value of goods unaccounted for because of loss by

theft, depreciation, while in storage warehouses which belonged to the Custodian.
This not only concerns household effects, but a certain amount of equipment, the

main item of which is most probably that of fishing tackle. The matter to be
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; March 24, 1947

el "_l‘ﬁ v “ - I'-l‘c-\Yl \
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~ i / 1 - ~ nr s - - ~ aal 2 g > D ? ] 1 On—'
On Janua ry 24, 1947 - the Prime Minls ter made an dnnOunCLHlbnt in ¢

: ~ coafarrad - rlaime + f* N E ] TE’rHr(i LO
nection with Japenese Problems and referred to claims puv forward 1n &

perties as follows:
With respect to the property of persons of Japanese origin who were removea

from the Pacific coast, and whose property was sold by the Custodian, the
sovernment is of the opinion that the sales were made at a fair price. In all

3 1 1 » - - 18 - . 2 q
complete appraisal was made before disposition. The total of the prices

(—

~reater in aggregete than the total appraisal value.

. . . . . - C - 1S —.
To ensure, however, the fair treatment promised in 1944, the government 1s pre

sale was made at less than a

@

pared, in cases where it can be established that a

fair market value, to remedy the injustice”.

Since that time, numerous enquiries have been received from Solicitors

acting for Japanese, as well as many Japanese themselves, asking for information

as to filing of claims and if proper machinery is To be set up for the hearing

The type of claim in which thiemeffdee is particularly i terested
A o~ 7l
relates to the liquidation of real and personsl property lefﬁ>(

we«m@e/\pd;my\oﬂm/tm’t@vmence alrdedy submitted indicates that the Japanese

By reason of

of same.

claimants feel that the losses they incurred went far beyond this.

evacuation they were required to surrender their businesses and the positions in

which they were employed and generally speeking, their chances of earning a live-

lihood were cut off. All such claims are based upon the economical loss caused

by the results of evacuation. Qhé\sgysxvehe/;6”\,j“\L’)J(“\M/Aﬁu;,J%fqlg,/fbu_,n
overall pokixy to D Qeéfgsi/Bp6wh///f3\_/9ﬁfkgmeﬁf\\

Unless the wfdPdWp® enquiry is confined to losses referred to in the Prime Mini-

ster's announcement, it is reasonable to suggest that claims will far exceed )Ki
: 1 t.‘, p ' 4
those referred to in the statement. é}>:\w A AASNS @y P ..
. i SR '
’{s_.-ﬁ..m W*'l-"";' G "
N Gaims may be made in regard to pro-

/0

perties which $hig office w@x advertised and sold on the basis of valuation and

with the approval of the Advisory Committees,,g;nerally speaking, the sale prices




g~ 19 . . L .
F 3 the fact that the valuations

n£u«“»ﬂ;50xﬁt,8\gﬁt,/ﬁahe{EP/\Lndk/the/Ndkf}rﬁéﬂt’muy need to
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of the Soldier Settlement Board appraisers,

i formed the bas of the sale to the Director, Veterans' Land Act, may have
been below a value which might fairly have been placed upon these properties Dby
other appraisers The total Soldier Settlement valuation was $867,000.00. The
original offer was for $750,000.00, and after negotiating, this was raised to

‘o lp ,'JO\J .00 y 0 " 2

ill reqguire to be considered as-the

The following mey—be matters which v
: » o
saurce-of pbbeide—elaims: | & e 1T | "~ // R S

1. Real Estate - The difference between the sale price and fair market value.
cre el

It is possi se that the Japanese idea of value ﬁiqyt not

coincide with the market value, but in my opinion a properly established market

value should be the only bagis for a claim in this connection.
-~ Al =

2. Real Estate

i\The possibility of the market value having been decreased at

the time of sale due to depreciation occurring to the property after the Japanese

was evacuated.

This would apply chiefly to rural properties. While this is something

which doubtless occurred in the Fraser Valley fruit farms, it should not be over-

looked that the Japanese were undisturbed until é@x_Okﬁeﬁi\£%VGdWHb{E”6ﬂ.March,

1942, and at that time immediate steps were taken by them, in conjunction with the
Co-operatives handling the berry crops, to secure white tenants to take over their
farms. Although in many cases it was not possible to secure the best operators,
the berry crop is taken off in the latter part of May and June and a large per-
centage of the Japanese in the Fraser Valley area were not evacuated until much
later in that year. In many cases they hired themselves out to the white tenants
during the intervening time. The 1941 berry crop was a bumper production and
leasing arrangements were made by the Japanese to white tenants for the year 1942

on the basis of the previous year's returns. The 1942 season was very definitely

bad crop year and an exceptionally rainy season.

It should be noted that the appraisal of these lands was, 1 believe, made
in June of 1942 so that there would not have been an exceptionally long period in

which depreeiation would have taken place insofar as the actual land and buildings

were concerned. M/L @ Wc <7L




reciation while in storage.

/
A A1 ndrvadd pais

<>k not only concerns household effects, but a certain amount of equipment,

item of which is probably that of fishing tackle. -I—prevume he

he main item

sidered is whether the Custodian, having given all reasonable care,

— r 1 - n". 4 o =
should be held responsible for shortages which have occurrea for the reasons

above mentioned.

- Apart from the consideration of the above claims, there may
be the auestion of economic loss which has been sustained on account of the evacua-

tion policy. Due to war conditions economic loss has been sustained by many citi-

zens altogether apart from nationality and without the factor of evacuation. Busi-

ness operations sm-Vepestrte~bawecobsen curtailed in meny instances due to lack of

supplies, rising costs have decreased margin of profit and other such factors of
which you are of course aware, to say nothing of the economic disruption caused by
enlistment in the forces, sometimes resulting in the supreme sacrifice of life it-
self. Moreover, this type of loss has not been uniformly distributed but has fallen

upon certain sections of the community to a greater degree than others. For this

0

reason, even if consideration were to be given to the guestion of economic loss
caused by evacuation, and such loss could be accurately established, this would not
in my opinion of necessity be a justifiable claim. The question might resolve it-

self as to whether consideration should be given to claims based upon the amount

of economic loss sustained by Japanese in excess of that sustained by other sections

of the community due to war conditions.

;fé. Real Estate - Loss of Revenue - Some claims for economic loss in connection

with real estate:gggék_be based on the fact that after evacuation the properties
1% Tan

and the income wag\sufficient to carry the overhead ~

i

were leased

an_i and that this income was cut off by the sale of the property.
The Japanese was unable to reinvest the proceeds in the purchase of other real
estate in other parts of Canada due to the regulations in this regard. It might

also be claimed that the Japanese was compelled to use up the capital derived from




the liquidation of his real estate by having to use the monthly remittances sent

to him by arrangement with the Security Commission for his maintenance 1in their

There are some cases too, where losses were incurred by those who were

operating businesses such as stores, dry-cleaning plants, garages, shingle and rice

r ot ‘-. ~ * - . ’ bl
mills, drug stores and rooming operations. In most instances these businesses were
disposed of by the Japanese prior to evacuation, but in a number of cases the Japa-

==

stock-in-trade, plant, machinery and equipment was sold

¥ g
nese were evacuated and the

bv the Custodian on the basis of valuation, but the matter of goodwill, or the
revenue bearing possibilities of these operations were lost to the Japanese. 1In
to this, as the real estate in many cases of this kind did not belong to

f these types of businesses, dismantling, removing and re-assembling

entered into the price which the purchaser was prepared to pay for the

ot gl

these sales were éggﬁ$éaﬁbe by the Japanese themselves through the Japanese
Fishing Vessels Disposal Committee. The boats which were sold by y§,~a€~ﬁ@£iUk
be~armrbicipabed, were of the poorest type and dissatisfaction has been expressed
in some cases in regard to the prices obtained.

kﬁ. Motor Vehicles - Complaints have been very considerable in regard to the

,42&4406ﬂz2

N

prices obtained for cars and trucks. The sale figures ag )’ 2,
RVAA D AP/ DM@ the average price sppeaxs to be very low. i} Melet Ms
’\%W am advised that the dis-

position of cars and trucks took place at about the worst period of used car

industry. Apart from Japanese vehicles, all used car dealers were heavily stocked,
finance dealers were calling on them for cash advances and a panicky condition

developed and in many cases prices were cut as much as 50% on the stocks which they

were carrying. R A e

Certain types of equipment in use by the Japanese were definitely old

0 x 44

fashioned and while capable of producing revenue in the hands of the Japanese,

id not have a sale value equivaleént to the Japanese idea of its worth.

—
—

Greenhouse property quickly falls into disrepair and quite a disparity

e ———

exists between the Japanese valuation and the amount at which some of this property

has been sold. i A
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SUrname givenr

DANE sevscsensan

Home address before evacuation (in Caneda)
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Japanese national, naturalized, Canadlan-boru,

tegistration No, " weX AFS

Ogcupation _

Married, Single, Widower, Vidow,
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Clains:

l. Current value of land &t the tiume of evaguation

Value of the above, at whioh the Custodian sold
without ny consent ¢

Jifference Iin the values, 0 b6 oclalmed cecevesee o

2 current value of bulldings and other imurovensnts
with the lot, a6t the tine of evacuRtion.cvessaces

value of the above, at which the “Yustodian =old
Without ny consant scee

Jifferenoe in the wvalues, %o be 0l6ied.cesveccsns
9. Vurrent value of personal props-ty at the time of
eV&’:zua‘tiOn.............. -

Value of the above, at whieh the Custodian sold
'.'.’iﬁi‘.a.f}ut SOLBONBssssssesvosas

Jiff&l'e.,mi in tvhe V!}luﬁﬁ, o De (315:'.1823;1..-...._-.-
¢ Cuwrrent value of machinery at the time of evacus-
tign.....l.Q.
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Jifrﬁrﬁﬂoe in the mma, %0 be clalmed Ssenssnns

9« Current valm of fishing boat, at the time of evae
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l
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~rent value of fishing apparatus at i ime oOFf
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in duuncil, dated the l4th
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B8028) it was provided that

D nterests in Caneada, or the pro=
ceeds thereof, of six organigzations mentioned in the sald
Order in Council which had :ﬁnﬁ;'xuﬁued in and subject to
the eontrol and manegement of the Custodian pursusnt to the

rovisions of paregrsph (4) of Regulation 99C of the
Defence of Canada Regulations {Consolidation) l":%—):t-.", 08 TOw-
sd to the orgenization or person from whom 1t wes

f the orgenization has been
' o e - ¢ » - "

deleted from sube-paragrapn

- R

- & L -
E;v'.;;-,,'-l e 'U..._dt, On e ‘.v’

AIND IEREAS the Decoretery ol Hia&
2 b r o2 - sy e 1 . ™ oty 9 8 & 3 3T Y Y B
= W 5 S ..:’Z:ﬁiiuf'_?!i{'{; ...gr L ‘( F‘.l;)j‘“(/ ..r.l.{./{}"k (@L

o
L=
ra—
1
y (-l. e
P
-
L3
=
v
*
fade
>
-

' .
i :
in performing the duty imposed on him b;f the sald Urder
L Counell (P.Ces 80282) should be advised by an Advisory
mittee, to consist of not more than thr&v persong, to
co:“ilu“ and make recommendations to him with respect to
the manner and means which should bve used in releasi:
the propertios referred to in the sald Order in Couneil
ind to consider and advise him in respect to any objections
or complaints in respect to dealing with cluims filed and
any econfllieting claims ag to the ownership of sald
perties or the proceeds of any properties which may
heve been liguidated.

THEREFORE ﬁis #roellenfy the Governor General
on the recoumendation of the | jecretary of
T -

tate, concurred in by thﬂ Minister of Justice, and under
the authorlity of the Var ¥easures Aa¢t, Chapier 200 of the
tovised Otatutes of Cenade 1987, is pleased to order and
doth hereby order as followsiw

l. The Custodian is hereby authorized to evvolnt
ivisory Committes, to consist of not more than three
cne, 0 make recommendations tc him with respeot

he matters aforesald and eny other matters rele ting
he release or return of the seld T'-I"‘:')‘;Q;{il‘ti@.‘i’; or the
proceeds thereof which may be reforred to the Advisory
'ommi ttee by the Custodian. _

e
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e The Chalrmen of the Committee shall bhe &
nolds or hes held judicial office.
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he Honourable R Bhe /
the Secretary of State, |




3+ The Chairman or any member of the Advisory
Committee may sdminister caths and the Committee

8y recelve and accept such evidence and information
on oath, 'Tidavit or otherwise as in its discretio:
1t y de ‘1t and proper.
4. 'he Committee shall have all the POWeT'S et
authority of a Commissioney eppointed under Fart I
0l the Inguiries Act, Chapter 99 of the Revised
vatutes f Caneda 1827,

i Ve e L1081 ey
of the Privy Council.
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BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS

Roy Weldon
xx,xn.xxm A J P.CAMERON STERLING TOWER
A TORONTO |, CANADA

F BREWIN

March 24, 1947.

Colonel Colin Gibson,
secretary of State,
Ottawa, Canada.

Re: Japanese Canadien Claims

pear Colonel Gibson:

Further to my letter of March 19th, I
am now enclosing herewith a letter from the sol-
iecitor to the Department of the Interior in regard
to the bill to create an Evacuation Clalms Comm-
i{ssion. As you will note, this legislation has the
full support of the Administration, and Mr. White
states that there is every reason to believe it will
become law at this session of Congress.

I also enclose a copy of the letter from
the Secretary of the Interior to the Speaker of the

House in regard to the legislation, and a copy of the

bill.

Yours very truly,




Victoria Bldg., 7 O'Connor St.,
Ottawa, Ontario
March 24, 1947

Honourable Colonel C. Gibson, M.P.,

Secretary of State

Japanese Claims

In the course of this morning's Meeting of the Committee
of the Cabinet, reference was made to & statement made by the Prime
Minister in 1944.

This appears in Hansard (Pages 6051-6053) under date of

August 4, 1944.

K. W, WRIGHT




PRIVY COUNCIL OFFICE

for Mr. Gibson

vawa, Mareh 21, 1947,

The attached copy of letter
to Right Honourable TI.A. Mackenzie,
whieh is for your information and
guidance, has also been sentv to
Messrs. Ilsley, Mitchell and Bridges.

ibinet Committee
2 ] be held in the
Secretary. reh 24, 1947 at

Raymond Ranger,

* your ianformation
arding Claims of

8 May I also

mary 17, 19497 ree
which was circulated

‘e sincerely,

ond Ranger,
'etary.




PRIVY COUNCIL OFFICE

~ABINET SECRETARIAT
‘ ottawa, Mareh 21, 1947,

The Right Honourable I.A. Mackenzie, K.C.,
Minister of Veterans Affalrs,

Daly Building,

Ottawa, Ont.

Dear Mr. Matckenziet

the special Cabinet Committee
Evacueos will be held in the
on Monday, March 24, 1947 at

A meeting of

on Claims by Japanese
Privy Counecil Chamber

10:30 a.m,

I am attaching herewith for your ianformation
a nemorandum dated Mareh S5, 1947 regarding Claims of
Japanese Evacuees for Property Losses., May I also
refer you to a memorandum dated February 17, 19497 re=-
garding Claims by Japanese Evacuees which was circulated

as Cabinet Document No. 997.

Yours sincerely,

Raymond Ranger,
Seoretary.




| W. O. Davis
Private Secretary to the
Secretary of State

RE: Claims of Japanese Evacuees
For Propertyvy Losges

Confirmiy

-
.




UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

¥e Ao Srewin,

Cameron, Weldon & Brewin,
Sarristers & Solicitors,
sterling Tower,

-

coronto 1,
aear . Drowing

four letter of March 13, 1947, addressed to secretary of
<18 interior, Je. de Krug, has been reforred to ne for reply.

ihe bill to ersate an Evacuatisn Claims Commission, which
falled of passagze because of the early adjourmment of

JORLy Was recently presented again to the Congress with the recome
mendation of the vecretary of the Interior that it be enacted, This
leublu? continues to receive the 1l support of the Administration
~5 6Very reason to believe that 1t will become law at this

S . . " a
Longreas last

BT “"‘ .y
alie. Lol

-
<

sesaion of Congress,

For your information, T attach a copy of the bill as intro-
wie venate in 1946, together with a copy of the letter in
ecretary urged enactment of the measure this vear.

Sincerely,
A
7

¥ ¢ :
o i’:- -
= ; y ’ o
' 4 ’ - PAY
s ‘ FEINL

// @ o N it s y, 4

i

Hastin 4. White,
Solicitor.
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

iy dear M. Speaker:

Enclosed 1s a draft of proposed legislation teo authorize the
ad judication of claims of persons of Japanese ancestry sgainst the
Onited States for losses arising out of the evacustion or exclusion
of such persons by the War Department from the West Coast, Alaska,
and Hewaii during Werld War 1li.

In 1942, the ¥War Department, acting under Sxecutive Ordar No.
9066, ardered the exclusion of all parsons of Japansse ancestry from
the Pacific Coast of the continental United States, Alaska, and a pore
tion of Arisona. Wost of them were removed teo relocation centers ad-
sinistered by the Var Relecation Authority. They were joined later by
over 1000 persons evacuated from Hawail. For approximately two and
ons~half yesrs, these Amoricsn citisens and thelr alien parents, more
than 100,000 in number, wers exiled from their homes. After January 2y
1945, the majority of them were allowed to return %o the evacuated areas
and to plek up the raveled ends of the life they imew before the foreed
svacuation, By the end of 1945, sbout helf of these people had 80 ro=
turned., The remainder have been scattered throughout the country or,
i{n the case of the thousands who ere in the Armed Forces of the United
States, are serving with the Army of Occupation in Surope or Asia. It
is too early as yet to make a final estimate of setusl financisl and
property losses sustained by the Jupanese-Awericons Lecsuse of the
gvacuation, but it is well estaoblished that the lesses have been heavy.

Some lost everything they had; many lost most of what they had.

The chief military Justification for the removal of these 110,000
persons was the possibility of the existence of a disloyal element in
their midst, the eritical military situation in the Faoifie which ine
creased uneasiness over the possibllity of esplomage or sabotege, and
the lack of time and facilities for individual leyalty screening. 7The
persons evacuated were not individually charged with any crime or with
disloyalty and subsequent experience has clearly desonstrated that the
vast majority of them were and are good Americans. This is econvineingly
indicated by the outatanding record of our 23,000 Japanese-imericans who
the mrmed forces in both the Buropean and Pacific theatres, and
t that the rocords of the intelligence agencies show no case

or espionage by Americans of Japanese ancestry during the

3.
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The evacuation orders gave the persons affected desperately little
time in which to settle their affairs. The govermmental safeguards that
were designed teo prevent undue loss in these circumstances were somewhat
tardily instituted, were not at once effectively publicised among the
evacuees, and were never entirely successful. Werchants had to dispose
of their stocks and businesses at sacrifice prices. In a setting of
confusion and hysteria, many evacuees sold personal possessions for a
small fraction of their value. A large number had to accept totally
inadequate arrangements for protection and management of properiy.
Valuable lease-held interests had to be abandoned,

Continued exclusion increased the losses. Frivate buildings in which
evacuees stered thelr property were broken inteo and vandalised. JMysterious
fires destroyed vacant buildings. FProperty left with "friends" unascount-

~ ably disappeared; goods stored with the Government somstiimes were damaged
or leat. Persons entrusted with the management of evacuee real property
muloted the owners ln dlverse ways. Tenants falled to pay rent, converted
property to their omn use, and committed waste, Prohibited from returning
to the evacuated areas even temporarily to handle property matters, the
évacuees were unable Lo proteci themselves adequately. Froperty manage-
ment assistance glven by the Var Helocatlem Authority on the West Coast,
although it often mitigated and sowetimes prevented loss, could not come
pletely seolve the problem there, complicated as it was by difficulties in
communication with absent owners amd local prejudice.

In relecation centers the only income opportunities for evacuses lay
in center employment at wage rales of §12 to $19 per month, plus small
clothing allowances. Nany fell compedled to discontimue payment of life
insurance premiums. Some found themselves unable to make mortgage or
tax payments and losi substantial equities.

All of the foregoing examples of tangible loss tb the ovaﬁueos are
directly attributable to the evacuation and continued exclusion of those

persens frowm their homes. Unlike owr fighting men and their families. who
also made fimancial and personal secrifices in this war, this group u;s
given no statutory right to ameliorating benefits. These persons have
had to bear the losses occasioned by the evacuation in addition to the
wartime deprivations they have shared with the rest of the American people.
For the first time in our history, persons of Japanese ancestry are
appearing in substantial numbers on the relief rolls. The least that this
country can do, in simple justice, is to afford some degree of compensation
for the measurable special losses that the evacuees have suffered.




The only clear recourse which the evacuees now have, through the

passage of private relief bills, is totally impracticable, To provide for
adjudication of the claims by the Court of Claims would be an imposition
on that Court, because of the small individual amounts involved and the
potential volume of claims, and unfalr %o the claimants, because of the
expense of prosecuting a claim before the Court of Claims and the probable
delay in adjudication. The most sconomical and practical aolution—-ona
which Congress has adepted on numerous occasions in ihe past for the hande
ling of case claims arising out of a special subject matter--is the
creation of a special tribunal to hear and determine the claims.

The enclosed bill would establish an Hvacuation Claims Commission as
such a tribunale. In erder to aveid increasing the number of independent
agencies and to benefit by the experience which this Lepartment has had
with the entire evacuation and relocation proflem, the bill would estabe
1ish the Commission within this Departucnt rather than as a separate Fede-

ersl agencye.

The Commission would have Jurisdiction to adjudicate claims by persons
of Japanese ancestry for damage o or loss of real or personal property, or
other impairment of assets, that arose from or as & natural and reasonable
consequence of the evacuation ani exalusion program. This standard is suf-
ficiently flexible to permit the Commission te conasider claims involving
“property" losses only in the broad semss, such 2s the impeirment of going-
concern values. 4t the same time the standard excludes claims that are
largely speculative and less definitely appralsable, such as claims for
anticipated wages or profits that might have accrued had not the evacua-
tion occurred, for deterioration of sidlls and earning capaecity, and for
physical hardships or mental suffering.

In deternining the amount of relief to be granted, the Commission
would be required to consider other existing or intervening factors that
affected tha loss. 7Thus some losses, &s in the case of businesses special-
izing in import or sale of Japanese goods, would have occurred even if

there had been no evacuation. Likewise, damage may have been aggravated

in some cases by failure of the evacuees Lo take steps which they reason-
ably should have taken, even in the abnormal circumstances, to protect
thenselves, On the other hand, there are nmumerous instances in which inter-
vening factors immedlately causing the loss, such as arson, theft, mortgage
foreclosure, loss of goods while in Governmment possession, or breach of
trust, should not affect recovery, beceuse the situation giving rise to

the loss would not have occurred had the owners been permitted to remain
in possession.




Amory: the Uypes of claims excluded by the bill from consideration by
the Commission are claims of persons who were voluntarily or ianvoluntarily
deported to Japan after December 7, 1941, or who are resident in a foreign
country. Oeveral hundred evacuses voluntarily repatriated to Japan during
the war. Since termination of hostilities approximately 7500 persons, most
of them evacuses, have at Government expense voluntarily gsons to Japan,
chdefly from internment camps and the Tule Lake Segregation Center. In
addition, the Department of Justice has determined who among the aliens (in-
cluding persons who renounced their American citiazenship) should be deported
to Japan. This processing is the culmination of the loyalty seresening pro-
cedures to which the evacuees have been subjected since the evacuation. I
do not believe that these repatriates and deportees have any meral c¢laim upon
this Government. Similarly, I balieve that persons who before the wmar went

to Japean or elsewhere to establish residence have no claim for compensation
that we need recognise.

The remaining provisions of the bill are largely self-axplanatory and
I shall merely mention the mere important. 4ll claims would have to be filed
within 13 months following ensctment, and the Commission would be reqiired to
complete its work within three and one~hali years thereafter. The Commission
would have broad investigatory authority, including the power of subpoena,
and each claimant would be entitled to a hearing. Assistance in preparing
claims for filing could be extended Ly the Commission to neady clalmants.
The Commission's adjudiestions would be conclusive and & bar to further ro-
covery. Awards would be pald in the same mmmer ss ares final Judgments of
the Court of Claims, except that the Commission would be authorized to pay

small awards, not exeeeding $2500 in mmeunt, in order to afford mere expedi-
tious relief to thowe whose need may be acute

As a matter of falrness and goed conscience, and because these parti-
cular American citizens and law-abiding uliens have borne with patience and
undefeated loyalty the unique burdens which this dovernment has thrown upon
theg, I strongly urge that the proposed legislation be enacted into law,

isgislation identical to that here proposed was introduced in the 19th
cm,mfmuymmmmmwm&mumm-
cmittmtomichitmrormod, and, with two miner amendments, was
passed by unanimous vote of the Senate. It falled of passage in the liouse,
duoprimipﬂlyhthatmtthatitruehodthoﬂmofthutbdyu
mummmmmmumcmmt-mm

aot be mustered to secure a vete on neasures objection having been made
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io creale an -vaguation Claims Commdssion under the General Supervision
of the Secretary of the Interier, and to Provide for the Powers,
Duties and Functions Thereof, and for Other Purposes.

Se 1t enactaed _‘_..3‘-: the Senate and llouse of ‘epresentatives of the

United States of America in Longress Assembled, That there is hereby es-

tablished in the Department of the Interior, under the genersl supervision
of the Secrstary ¢f the Interior, the Evacuation Claims Commission, with
authority as hereinafter defined to adjudicate clalms arising out of the
evacuatlion or exclusion of persons of Japaness ancestry from West Coast
military areas, Alaska, and Hawaii subsequent to lecember T 15941, The
Commission shall consist of a chairman and two othar members whe shall be
appointed by ihe Secretary of the Interior. Two members shall constitute
& quorum and the agresment of two members shall bhe sufficient for the transe

action of any business of the Commission,

Juarisdiction

Secs 2 The Commission shall have Jurisdiction to adjudicate any

elain by a persen of Japanese ancestry against the United States arising

on or after December 7, 15h1, when such claim is not compensated for Ly

insurance or gtherwise anc ies substantisted in such mssmer ss the Commisslion

Way prescribe, for damsge to or loss or destruction of real or personsl

proparty (ineluding without limitation damege to or loss or

personal property bailed to or in the custedy of the
thereof), or

destruction of

Jevermment or any agent
other impairment of assets, that fairly arises out of op i8 &

reasonable and natural consequence of the evacustion or exelusion of such

prmhwuuapﬁropuahm.imycm« trmamilitnrywm»u‘imm,'
California, Uregen or tasidngton, or from ilaska, or Hewall, under authorie

&y of Executive Order No. 9066 dated fobraary 19, 1942 (3 CM, Cum. Supp.,



1092), Seetion 67 of the Aet of April 30, 1900 (M8 U.S.C. 532), or Dxecu-
tive Order lo. 9439, dated Ootober 18, 19kh (3 CFMR, 19k Supp., I5)e As
ased hersin "evseuation” shall iaclude voluntary departure frem & military

ares prior %o but in antlecipation of an order of exclusion tharafrom.

ixistence or intervention of other causes affecting the damage or lass,
ineludine action or non-actlon by the claimant or his representatives, shall
be considered by the Commission in determining the amount of reliefl that
will be fair and equitable sceording to the fagis as they sappear in sach
case,
idnitationss Claius Not to be Considerad
fete 3. (a) The Comission shall receive claims for & periocd of

15 sonths from the date of approval of this Act. All claims not presented

vithin that time shall be forevar boerred.
{(b) The Commission shall not consider any claims

(1)
1941 ; was voluntarily or iaveluntarily deported from the nited Statas to

by or on behalf of any person who after Decexber 7,

Japan er wheo is otherwise resident in a foreign country,
< (2) Zfor damage or less arising ocut of sction taken by
any Fedsral agency pursuant to sections L0677, L4068, hi69, and WOT0 (relating
to alien onenies) of the Rovised Statutes, ss amended (50 U.S.0. 21-2h), or
pursaent to the Trading with the Enemy Act, as ssiended (50 U.8.0. Appe, and
Swppe, 1-31, 616),

(3) for damage or loss to any proparty, or interest there-
in, vested in the United States pursuant to sald irading with the Enemy Act,
as amerxed,

(k) for damage or loss on account of death or personsl

injury, persenal inconvenience, physical hardship, m' mental suffering.
2



Hearinge; bLvidencej Hecards
Sece 4o (a) The Commission shall give reasonable notice to the ine-
terested parties and an oppertunity for them to be hesrd and to preseant
evidence before making 2 final determination upen any claim,
(b) Any relevant evidence having prebative value shall be
considered Ly the Commission in its inquiries. For the purpose of any hear-

ing or investigation autheorised under this fAcl, the provisiona of sectiouns

9 and 10 (relating to examination of documentary evidence, sttendance of
witnesses, and production of books, papors, and documents) of the Federsl
Trade Commission Act of September 26, 191k, as amended (15 U.8.C. 49, 50),
are hereby made applicable to the jurisdiction, powers, and duties of ithe
Commission. Any person appointed to examine witnesses may be suthorized
by the Comgission to issue subposnas to procure asttendance of witnesses or

pmumofdmumdtotppeintmofﬁcwummm. Sube

poanas may be served personally, by registersd mail, by telegraph, or by
leaving & copy thereof at the residence or principal place of business of
the person requirsd to be served. A verified return by the individual se
m;ﬂum,mtingfmﬂnmafma,mnhomrot
m,uamlhmntmmimerhhgrwhnmmﬁmurvu.u
by registered mail or telegraph respactively. n reguest the mited States

Marshals or their deputies shall serve such procuess in their respective dis-
wicts.

(e} The Comission shall have & soal, which shall be
Judicially noticed,

(d) Ammmmuhmdmmmcmwo-
m-ummwmumummemmm

3



AMiudications; Paymant of Awardss Hffect of Adjudications
Sec. 5. (a) The Commiseton shall disvose af all eclaims fMled with
it by mard or order of dismissal, as the case may be, uwron written [inde
ings of fact and reasons for the decision. A copy of each such adjudica-
tion shall be maided to the cluimant or his gttorney.
(b) The Commission mey make payment of any sward not exceed-
ing 32500 in smount out of such funds as may be made available for this pure

pese by Congrass,

(¢) On the first day of each regular session of Congress the
Secretary of the Interior shall transmit to Congress & full ond comnlete
statement of all ad judications rendered by the Commission durine the
previous yoar, stating the nmme of each claimant, the amount elaimed, the
anount awarded, the amount paid, and & brief synopsis of the facts in the
case., All awards not pald by the Comedssion under subsection (b) hereof

shall be paid in llke marnner as wre final judsments of the Cowrt of Clalms.

(d) The payment of an awsrd shall be final and conclusive
for &ll purposes, notwithstanding any other provision of law to the COt=
lrary, and shall be a full discharge of the mlted States and all of 1ts
officers, ugents, servants, snd emploveass with respect Yo s11 claims wrising
out of the same subject matier: An order of dimmisssl againat a claimant,
unless set aside by the Commission, shall theresfter bar any further claim
against the United States or any officer, agent, servant, or employse there-
of arising out of the same subject metter,
Atterneys' Feen
Bece. 6o The Commiseion, in rendering an award in faver of any claimant,
WY 8 & part of the award determine and s1low reasonable attornsrs®

h



fees, which shall not exeeed twenty percentum of the amount allowed, to
be paid directly to the attorneys representing the clalmant out of, but
not in addition to, the amount of such sward.

Any attornay who charges, demawnis, recelves, or collects for services
rendered in connection with such claim any amount in excess of that allowed
under this section, if recovery be had, shall be gullly of & misdemeanar,
and shall upon comviction thereof be subject to a fine of not more than
$§2000, or impriscament for not more than one year, or boths

No former lember of imployee to Fractice before Ceommissien

. £

S8Ce 7o Lo member of the Commission o smployse thereef shall, al

teraination of his sppointuent to or services with the Commission, be per-
mitted directly or indirectly to represent any claimant before the Comaission.
Aduinistration

Seoc. 3. For the purposes of this Aet the Comnlsalon may-—

(a) Appoint a Clerk and such attorneys, exaninars, inter

preters, appraisers, and other employses as may be nocessary to comiuct tae

business of the Commission.

{(b) Call wpon any Federal department or agensy for any ine
farmation or records necessary in the prosecution of ths Commission's business.
(¢) Secure the cooperation of State and local agencies, zoverne
mental or otherwise, and relmburse such sgencies for services renderad.
(d) Utilise sueh voluntary and uncompensated services as may

from time to tise be needed ad svellsble.

{e) Assist needy claiments in the preparation of claime for

filing with the Comission.

(£f) Hake such investigations as mey be necessary for the pere

formance of its functions.
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wercice any and all of its powers at any place within

the continental United States, Alaska, and Hawail.

(h) Mele expeniitures for yergonal services and rent in the

pistrict of Colusbia and elsewhere, for the purchase of law books and books

-t
S

roence, for printing and binding, for the purchase, exchange, and

04

< 4 b r
zaintenance of passenger-carrying vehiciea, for supplies and equipment, Jlor

- - 2 & . ] i A B
traveling expenses (including per diem in 1ieu of subsistsnce), for wiiness

> 3 . - g perm o £ - o
fees and mileage, for other aduinistrative expenses, and for the payment of

swards under section 5 (b) of this Act.

(1) Prescoribe such rules and regulations, perform such aets

pot inconsistent with law, and delegate sueh authority as the Commission

ney deem proper in carrying out the provisions of this Acte
Termination

dec. 9. The axistance of the Comrdission shall terminate at the end

of five years from the date of spproval of this Acts Provided, hovwever,

that if “he Comalssion shall have earlier finished its busineas iis existance
shall be terminated forthwith hy direction of the Secretary of the Interior.
Appropriations
Sece 10. There are hereby authorized to be appropriated for the pur-

noses of this Act such sums as Congress may fronm time to tinme determine te

be necesgary.
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19th March, 1947.

Colonel Colin Gibson, accinE (OF 1k
Secretary of OState, | UrFl o\ '
Ottawa, | ST :
Re: Japanese Canadian Claims '§”ﬁ?V“rif'l‘7
R :

H

Dear Colonel Gibson:

When you were good enough to give me
the opportunity last week to d;ucugs this matter w;th
you on behalf of the Co-operative Committee on Japanese
Canadians I urged that the Canadian Clalms LOmmlsSion
to investigate the claims of Japanese Canadians should
be set up on the same lines as the American bill which

of which 1 gave you.

was introduced in Congress, a Copy .
At that time I pointed out that the bill had been 1n-

troduced in the Semate, approved by both the Senate and
the House Judiciary Committees, unanimously approved by
the Senate but not passed because of the fact thatl un-
animous approval was required in the House but was not

forthcoming.,

You told me that it was your understand-
ing that this bill had been abandoned and that Japanese
Americans in a similar position to the Japanese Canadians
were having to go to Court to establish their claims.

I have since then been in touch with Wash-
ington and am positively informed that the information
which you received was not correct,as the bill is to be
reintroduced in Congress either this week or early next
week with the full approval and sponsorship of the oec-
retary of the Interior and is expected to pass.

As 1 told you it is our very strong feel-
ing that the Prime Minister's promises for fair treatment

of the Japanese Canadians in regard to property cannot
be effectively carried out unless the American precedent

is followed and a Claims Commission set up along the lines
in the bill before Congress and the draft which 1 left

with you.

If our Committee or myself can be of any
assistance 1in suggesting personnel to the Commission who
would comnand the confidence of the very large number of

the facts as they appear in each case, the existence or intervenvtion
of other causes effecting the damage or loss including action or non-
action by the claimant or his representatives,and the action of the
custodian of alien enemy property or his agents, and any monies paid
over or held by the sald custodian and deductions therefrom by way

of commission or expenses or otherwise.

A (a) The Commisslion sheall receive claims for a peridd of

-
¥
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——wax Yolin Gibson 19th March, 1947
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people throughout Canada who have been interested on
behalf of the Japanese Canadians and who are watching
this matter of the property claims very closely, we
would be glad to make the suggestions and discuss the
mat ter further with you.

The Committee asked me to say that they
very much appreciate the fact that you have consulted
us in regard to this important matter.

Yours very truly,

EA. Brewrm

—

fab/mt

the facts as they appear in each case, the existence or intervention
of other causes effecting the damege or loss including action or non-
action by the claimant or his representatives,and the action of the

custodian of alien enemy property or his agents, and any monies paid

over or held by the sald custodian and deductions therefrom by way

of commission or expenses or otherwise.

N, (a) The Commission shall receive claims for a peridd of
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OFFICE OF

TF‘E SECRETARY OF STATE
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—= >, s S ™ | :
MEMORANDUM : IFERENCE TO JAPANESE
ATMS

.ct of the Congress of the United

I ditions in Canrada

K e \ted a commission under the general
' gtate to be known as the "Evacuatlon

i ) o 2t ion shall consist of a chairman, Wwho
as held high Jjudicial office, two

the Secretary of State (or the

have jurisdiction to investigate
erson of the Japanese Race, arising

hen and to the extent that such claim

Ottawa, 194
insurance or otherwise, and is sub-

stantiated in such manner as the Commission may prescribe for damage
to or loss or destruction to the real or personal property including
without limitation damage to or loss or destrue tion of personal prop-
erty vested in the Custodian,or other impairment of assets that fairly
arise out of or is a reasonable or natural conseguence of the evac-
uation of such person from the protected area in British Columbia by

reason of the order of the Minister of Justice under Regulation 4 in

the Defence of Canada Regulations or under P. C. 1665 of March 4th

1942, or any other law or order requiring the evacuation of the sald

area by persons of the Japanese Race,

As used herein "evacuation™ shall include voluntary depart-
ure from the protected area prior to but in anticipation of the making

of any order under the regulations or orders-in-council above referred

to.
The Commission shall have power to consider in determining

the amount of relief that would be fair and equitable according to
the facts as they appear 1n each case, the existence or intervention
of other causes effecting the damage or loss including action or non-
action by the claimant or his representatives,and the action of the
custodian of alien enemy property or his agents, and any monies paid

over or held by the sald custodian and deductions therefrom by way

of commission or expenses or otherwise.

{4 (a) The Commisslon shall receive claims for a peridd of




DRAFT RE TERMS OF REFERENCE TO JAPANESE
CANADIAN PROPERTY CLAIMS

from the act of the congress of the United

is adaptead .
to the conditions 1n Capa da

es to appl}

There shall be consituted a commission under the general
supervision of the Seeretary of State to be known as the "Evacuation

ommission shall consist of a ch

r

Claims commission™. The C ai rman, WwWio
shall be & person wio holds or has held high judicial office, TWO
other members to Dbé appointed by the gecretary of state (or the

chernar-in-Council).
2. The Commission spall have jurisdictlon to investigate
n any claim by & person of the Japanese R&CE, arising

and decide upo
to the extent that such claim

on or after December 7th 1941, when and

nsurance or otherwise, and 1s sub-

has not been compensated for by 1
prescribe for dama g€

stantiated in such manneTr &3 the Commission may prescribe 10L& BZTFo-
to or loss OT destruction to the real or personal pPropertvy including

——————

limitation damage TO OT joss or destrue tion of personal Prop-

vested in the Custodian,or other impairment of &ssets that falrly
e A

g tural consequence of the evacC-

without
erty

arise out of or is a reasonable Or n

wation of such person from the protected are in British Columbia by

Minister of Justice under Regulation 4 1n

reason of the order of the

the Defence of Canade Regulatlons oT under P. C. 1665 of March 4th

1942, or any other law OT order requiring the evacuation of the said

area by persons of the Japanese Race.

As used herein nevacuation" shall include voluntary depart-

ure from the protected area prior to put in enticipation of the making

of any order under the regula tions Or orders-in-council above referred

to.

The Commission shall have power to consider in determining

the amount of relief that would be fair and equitable according to

the facts as they appear 1ln each case, the existence or intervention

of other causes effecting the damage Or loss including action or non-

action by the claimant OT his representatives,and the action of the

custodian of alien enemy property oOT his agents, and any monies pald

over or held by the said custodian and deductions therefrom by way

of ecommission or expenses Or otherwise.

3. (a) The COmmission shall receive claims for a peridd of




* L

I date of this order. All claims not pres-

twelve months from the
s shall be forever barred.

ented within that tims
(b) The Commission shall not consider any claim
(1) For demsge or loss arising out of the internment unaer

the Defence of Cenada Regulations of any person.

(2) For damagze or loss on account of death or personal

in jury, personal inconvenlience, physical hardship or mental suff-

For damage of loss to any pPropertvy vested in the custodian

the
by virtue of /trading with the enemy regulatlions.

4, The Commission shall give reasonable notice to the inter-
ested parties, of an opportunity for them to be heard and present
evidence before making the final determination of any claim, and
shall be entitled to take evidence by way of affidavit or otherwilse
in its discretion.

It shall have for the purpose of any hearing or invest-
igation authorized by this order, all the powers conferred under

the Public Inguiries Act.

S, The Commission shall dispose of all claims filed with it

upon written findings of fact and reasons for the decision, and a

copy of such c¢laim shall be mailed to the claimant or his solicitor

and shall be filed with the Secretary of State.,

The amount of such claim, together with an allowance not

to exceed 10% of such claim for costs to solicitor or counsel rep-
resenting the claimant, together with all expenses or costs incurred

by the Commission in connection with this order, shall be paid out

of monies, ete,
6. For the purpose of this order the Commission may appoint
the clerk and such solicitors, examiners, interpreters, appraisers
end other employees as may be necessary to conduct the business of
the Commission and may call upon all departments and agencies of the

Government of Canada to assist the Commission in the carrying out

of the duties imposed by this order.
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I went to New Westminster yesterday morning for the purpose of
meeting the Advisory Committee prior to attending the funeral of the late
Judge Whiteside.,

Mayor Mott, however, had left word with his Secretary that he
would be unable to be present. He had been suffering from neuritis for

some while and apparently had another acute attack.

As you are already aware, Mr. Menzies has not been feeling well
lately, suffering with shingles, which I believe is the result of a
general health condition. Mr. Menzies was present but told me that his
Doctor has advised him that he should slow down very considerably. Mr.
Menzies indicated that his business was well organized and that he intended

to follow the Doctor's instructions as far as possible.

Mr. Menzies discussed the two properties which we had asked him
to inspect and I am enclosing Memorandums in duplicate outlining his opinion

in regard to valuations at the time of sale.

While Mr. Menzies' reports indicate that the claims of the
Japanese were entirely out of line, it would also appear that the original

appraisals were not entirely adeguate. I believe you are aware that Mr.

Menzies would be inclined to keep as close to the original appraisals as
far as possible.

I attended the funeral at the Holy Trinity Cathedral — the church
was well filled and many of Judge Whiteside's former associates were of
course present. Judge Whiteside was buried at the Forest Lawn cemetery
whnich you will remember is between Vancouver and New Westminster so I was
also present at the cemetery on my way home.
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I received your letter indicating the wire which you had sent
'L-\:-- = -J!_ ~C o e F e - . . ] i i

to Mrs. Whiteside and as I previously advised you, flowers were sent from
this office.

Yours very truly,

SIS

« Shears,

rector.

F.

e

D




MEMORANDUM

Re: 1071 River Road, New Westminster.

Parcel "AM Lot 4 of Lot 132, Map 826, hunicipalip; pf D%lta, D.N.W.
Westerly portions of Lots 119, 120 and 121 of Lot 440,

Parcel "B" . . .
Gpe«2, Map 1131, ﬁunicipalltgjoi Delta, D,N,V,

Parcel "C" Lot 1 of Lots 9 to 16 o ﬁ.E.% of Secel4, Tpe4d, &ap 11?1, D,N,E,
Lot 7 of Lots 9 to 16 of N.E.g of Sec.24, Tp«s4, Map 1121, D.N.W.

In a letter dated 4th February, 1947, addressed to the Right Honourable,
The Prime Minister, copy of which had been forwarcded to the Vancouver Ofgic? by
Mr. KW, Wright, Mr. Tamaki, stated that a glaring injustice had been made in
connection with the price obtained for the sale of the above properties, which

in his opinion were worth as follows:

Parcel "A" $11,575.00
Parcel "B® 1,012.50
Parcel "C" 500400

Krs Menzies stated that he had inspected these properties and reported

as follows:

Parcel "A" - Lot 4.
This property is located on the south bank of the Fraser River about

7 miles from New Westminster and consists of 25.1l1 acres with approximately 390

. feet frontage on the river and extending southward into the peat bog for over
half a mile. The River Road crosses this property and the portiom bordering on

this road for a depth of approximately 500 feet contains considersble silt and

is therefore fair garden land. The balance of the acreage consists of deep peat
and contains the usual peat growth of heavy moss and pine trees and

is of very
- - - ] . | A b -
little value as farm land. There is less than 47 acres cleared and this portion
contains all the farm buildings

and .a scattered orchard containing 18 fruit trees
of different variety and about 4/5ths of an aere of black currants, more than
half of which are now completely overgrown by heavy grass and willow and not
worth reclaiming. This also applies to a small patch of rhubarb 25 x 60 feet
which is so grown up with grass as to have no value.

There is no proper access from the road to the farme A bridge has
ceen construeted across the dyke diteh but no driveway has been made across

the soft ground. The only access is by a board walk with an iron rail on
elther side on which a push car can be used to distribute feel to the buildings

and to bring the produce from the farm buildings to the highway and wood from
the back of the property to the greenhouses.
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The dwelling and outhouses are situated between the River Road and
house is of light construction, shingled on the oquide, the
inside walls of V-joint or shiplap, the building is roofed with shingles and
has not been painted, These buildings are constructed on very light piling
about 6 feet above the foreshore and for a considerable portion of the year
this foreshore is subject to overflow, during which times the water flows

right under the buildings.

the river. The

There is a garage and fuel shed at the road level which are quite
serviceable. There is also a building 20 x 40 feet evidently built ior a
school room, but quite unusable owing to the action of the river_having
washed away so much of the piling that the building is unsafe and the walks
thereto have also been undermined and cannot be used,

leading

A large storage ched, possibly used for the storage of fish netting,
is built right over the river on more substantial piling with a lean-to shed.
This building is constructed of shiplap walls with exposed studding on the
jnside with shiplap floors and a shingle roof. The lean-to has a patent roof
but no walls. This shed and lean~to are in sound condition, having apparently

been built much later than the other buildings.

The value of this property as a home is greatly reduced owing to
their position over the river making them very unsafe for the family residence.

The farm buildings consist of five greemhouses 16 x A8 feet each,
the first two of which are in fair condition being constructed of all glass
walls. However, they have no heating facilities and the water is only piped
to the door. The other three buildings have walls partly of wood, one being
heated by an old stove and the other by a small heater and a coal stove.
These are all rusted and of very little value. The greenhouses are all on
wooden foundations and have greatly depreciated.

There is a building 16 x 36 feet used partly as a storage and partly
as an incubator room, only half of which is floored with shiplap, the walls
are finished inside with shiplap and on the outside half shingles and half
shiplap.

There is a poultry building 20 x 110 feet petitioned into 6 pens
with shiplap walls and floor, shingled roof and electric wiring throughout.
The building is 6' above ground on light piling and showing considerable
depreciation. Another poultry building 20 x 48 feet is petitioned into three
pens with shiplap walls and floors and electric light, also on light piling
but the foundations are still fairly level.

There is also a small brooder house 8 x 10 feet with shingle roof,
shiplap walls and floor.

Water is laid to the door of each of the farm buildings and all
are served by the board walk and push car, previously referred to. The water
does not appear to be functioning on account of depreciated piping.
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3.

The value of this type of property is greatly reduced Dby the
location of the dwelling house being over the river and the greenhouses
and other buildings being situated on marshy grounde

Mr. Me:
buildings $1,600.-, 2 total of $3,100.-
day value it would not be more than £4,000.-.

\zies placed a valuation on the land at #1,500,- and the
He considers that at the present

This property was sold to the Director, The Veterans' Land Act

for the sum of $2,020.
Parcel "B" - Westerly portion of Lots 119, 120 and 121
The land consists of 13.45 acres oi undeveloped land. BNr. Menzies
re would have been approximately $25.- per

considered the price of this acreag
acre or a total value of $330.~. It was sold to the Director, the Veterans!

Land Aect for $264.00.

Lot 1 and Lot 7 containing 9.45 acres. Mr. lienzies considered
acre or about $200.- and was sold to the

e sum of £92.00,

Parcel ®"C" -
would have a value of about $20.- per
Director, the Veterans' Land Act for u




13th March, 1947.

MEMORANDUM

Re: 574 Hurd Road, Mission.
Lot 5, S.W.: Sec. 20, Tp.l7, Map 905,
D.N.W. Municipality of Mission.

In a letter dated the 17th February, 1947, addressed to the Deparjment
14N cv\“;o

of Labour, copy of which had been forwarded to the Vancouver Office by Mr. :
Wright, Mr. Nishiyama complained about the sale price of the above propgrty. He
stated that many people had offered $10,000.- for it but that he refused to sell

and that he considered the land and tools should be worth $12,000.~- because that

amount had been put into it.
Mr. Menzies stated that he had inspected this property and reported

follows:
The property is situated on the bench lands 17 miles west of Mission

a rather desirable location for a home.

The acreage is approximately 9.5 ae, About 5 acres of the property

is level and good land and has been cleared. The balance is very rolling and

uncleared. The soil is first-cless chocolate loam but the farm gemerally is in

a run-down condition.

The house is finished in pink stucco and has a 15 storey building
2/, x 28 feet, built about ten or twelve years ago. There is a lawn in front
of the home and a garage 12 x 20 feet, on a corner of this lawn which is also
finished in stucco. Therec is a stone foundation for an ornamental fence on
two sides of the lawn, average about 2' high and 18" wide. The house was built
without any basement and the concrete brought right down to the cement foun-
dation wall with no ventilation provided, in consequence of which the wall
studding and the foundation plate between the studding and the cement foun-
dation have completely rotted away. Undoubtedly a considerable amount of dry
rot must also prevail in all the foundation timbers and this is evidenced by
the fact that the house has settled because cracks in the walls and disturbing

the flashing and permitting the chimney to protrude slightly.

The roof has been leaking badly, particularly over the kitchen, the
celling of which is badly stained. The tenant stated that this condition has

existed for a long while.

The house has a good appearance from the outside but is of very
light construction. There is a cement cellar pit under the kitechen 8 x 12
feet, reached by a trap door in the floor. The house is plastered inside
but there is no plumbing except municipal water pipe to the kitchen sink.
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The outbuildings are of unusually poor construction consisting of
a woodshed 14 x 22 feet; storage shed 14 x 24 feet with a 10 x 12 addition,
and a small chicken house 8 x 15 feet. All these buildings are unpainted,
finished with one board shiplap and roofed with shingles. There is a picke;s
house 24 x 24 feet, the walls being of one ply of very poor grade rough lum0§?.
The building paper has been crudely tacked over the bare studding on the inside
which is divided into five rooms which could only be used for summer camping

or during the fruit picking season.

There is a large rhubarb shed built into a depression in the ground,
the main building being 14 x 46 feet with a leanto 16 x 46 and an addition
attached to one end 9 x 20. This is only constructed of one board walls and
low grade rough lumber and has little or no value to an ordinary farm.

There are approximately 200 fairly young fruit trees consisting of
85 plums, about 40 filberts and the balance mixed apples, cherries and pears,
quite a few of which are stunted trees.

There is also about 13 acres posted and wired for hops but no present
evidence of plants which have been obliterated by the growth of grass,

Mr. Menzies placed the valuation of the land at $1,000.- and the
buildings at $2,300.~, making a total of $3,300.- and stated that a property
of this type in 1942 would have been about that {igure, although on the
present day market the valuator might appraise the property for $6,000.~ and
might possibly secure a purchaser willing to pay around $6,500.-.

This property was included in the land sold to the Director, the
Veterans' Land Act for $2,343.00.



Victoria Bldg., 7 O'Connor St.,
Ottawa, Ontario
March 13, 1947

F. G. Shears, Esq.,
Director,

Office of the Custodian,
506 Royal Bank Building,

Vancouver, B. C.

Dear Mr. Shears:

We have for acknowledgment your communication of

the 10th instant, enclosing newspaper clipping relative to the

late Judge Whiteside, for which please accept our thanks.

Yours very truly,

K. W. WRIGHT
COUNSEL TO THE CUSTODIAN




Victoria Building,
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Uttawa, Ontario,.
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Deputy Minister,
Department of National Defence,

H-45130, Pte. Suzuki, Goro

i ]

We have for acknowledgment your commun
March 5th, with enclosure, concerming the

Since I was in Court last week when your letter
was received, my secretary requested information in con-
el Mo i tantle W v &
matter from the Custodien's Vancouver

nection with this
Office, which is the reason the attached report in duplicate
18 addressed to Miss Carroll,.

1 trust the enclosed contains the information
desired and would suggest that since Mr., Suzuki is a returned
veteran, he should contact the Director, Veterans' Lend Act
in connection with this ns

ours very truly,

Ke W, Wright
Counsel to the Cugtodian




Victoria Bldg., 7 0'Connor St.,
Ottawa, Ontario
March 10, 1947

 the Custodian,
Bank Building,

I received your wire this morning, as follows:

noeTnD

OVER RADIO NEWS TONITE THAT JUDGE DAVID WHITESIDE DIED TODAY"™.

AN 46
sent the following wire to Mrs. Whiteside:

"I AM DEEPLY SHOCKED TO RECEIVE WORD FROM MR, SHEARS THAT JUDGE WHITESIDE
PASSED AWAY YESTERDAY STOP IT WAS MY PRIVILEGE TO BE ASSOCIATED VITH JUDCE
VHITESIDE IN THE VORK OF ADMINISTERING JAPANESE AFFAIRS AND I REMEMBER HIM
AS A KINDLY GENTLEMAN COURTIEOUS ALWAYS STOP BY CONSCIENTIOUB AND EFFICIENT
DISCHARCE OF DUTY HE RENDERED EXCEPTIONALLY USEFUL SERVICE TO OQUR DEPARTVMENT

STOP I DESIRE TO EXTEND TO YOU AND TO THE MEMBERS OF YOUR PAMILY MY SINCERE
AND HEARTFELT SYMPATHY".

L have also informed Dr. Coleman about the Judge's vassing and

e

he, too, expressed real regret.

I will be glad to hear from you further with additionzl details
but szgume that this was unexpected as only this merning a letter cume indica-
ing that an Advisory Board Meeting would be held within a few days. I have

an idea that no steps will be taken to replace the late Judge on the Board.

L think it would be advisable for you to call an early meeting
of the rera¢n¢nf members of the Board and deal with these claims that haeve
been filed in order that I sy report to Dr. Coleman. The Board's findings in

38 such as thege may prove helpful to the Minister when he comes to consider

case
sy Bc that the sconer we have your reports,

the overall picture of property claims
the better

I kmow that you will feel this as a personal loss as I do and
officially it would appear to be so unfortunate. You mey recall that Judge
Whiteside stated on more than one occasion that he hoped that he would be alive
at the time omnission was appointed to investigate the affairs of the
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abinet be appointed to consider the

Mr. Breﬂin, representd -gperative Comnl
Canadians, is expected in Ottawa ic an interview with the
it that it will only be a matte: days before the Cabin
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perty losses be filed with the Vancouver Office.
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fer Second

It is expected that cur Bill .Ll, be
1Ll have an

Reading and be gent to Committee, where ¢
opportunity to turm on the big guns.

Dr. Coleman returned to the office lagt Friday from England
and informed me that he saw Glenn and members of his family in DBrussels and
they are all well. I do not expect that Glenn will return before September
unless something unforeseen arises to occasion his return.

Last week I was asked to write you and find out if you could
typewriters. Vhen you reply to this, would you also

send five or six more
desks, etec., which

let me have an inventory of office eguipment, including
you do not require at the moment.

Yours sincerely,
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DEPARTMENT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE
506 Royal Bank Building,
Vancouver, B.C.

OFFICE OF THE CUSTODIAN
ADDRESS ALL

COMMUNICATIONS
TO THE

CUSTODIAN'S OFFICE
9th March, 1946.

PLEASE REFER

Miss Carroll,

Office of the Custodian,
Victoria Building,
Ottawa, Ont.

Dear Miss Carroll,

Re: Lot 8, of N.E.%, Sec.36, Twp.4, Map 1186
Municipality of Delta. i, !

I am in receipt of yours of the 7th instant in which you enclose
copies of correspondence from the Department of National Defence.

'//éoro Suzuki registered his affairs with the Custodian on the 18th
April 1942 declaring ownership to the above real estate. Search in the
Land Registry Office confirmed that this property was registered in his
name free of encumbrances.

I note he is in possession of Certificate of Title for this pro-
perty but, as you are aware, upon registration or evacuation the interest
of Japanese in real estate in the protected area vested in the Custodian
and transmission into the name of the Secretary of State was made by the

Registrar.

A report on our file indicates that this property comprised 6.67
acres all overgrown and bush except for 8 fruit trees and on which there
existed a one storey house 16 x 20 containing three rooms unoccupied and
that this building and also a woodshed and garage were all in very poor
condition. The value for assessment was $500.- and the annual taxes $8.13.

This property was included in arrangements made with the Director
of the Veterans' Land Act for the purchase of a group of lands in the Fraser
Valley district. These properties were sold to the Veterans' Land on the
basis of appraisal, the property in question being valued at $280.-

The following adjustments were reguired, namelys
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OFFICE OF THE CUSTODIAN

ADDRESS ALL
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TO THE
CUSTODIAN'S OFFICE
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L PP
5607

FILE NO...........--

ng >

Miss Carroll

—

Taxes $9.3%4
Legal expenses 15.00
Certificate of
Encumbrance 1.00
Registration 3.00

—— ey -

$ 28.34

and there remains a net credit in this account of $251.66. This amount is
available to Suzuki at any time.

As your correspondence indicates Suzuki received notificstion of
this sale. At a later date he wrote in reference to same stating:

"I do not wish to sell it as I hope to go back to it when I
return from overseas."

As you are aware this would be a2 matter of policy over which we
have no control.,

Yours truly,

F. G. Shears,
Director.



1vOom
the Department o0 Hational Defence and would appreciate it if

you would

Yours very truly,
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DEPARTMENT OF THE SECRETARY
OFFICE OF THE CUSTODIAN
506 Royal Bank B‘U_il(jing,

OF STATE

ADDRESS ALL
COMMUNICATIONS |
Vancouver, B.C.

TO THE

CUSTODIAN'S OFFICE

7th March, 1947.

PLEASE REFER

TO E,
FILE NO. ""06.5‘

11556

o R
OFFICE OF THE !
CUSTODIAN

K. W. Wright, Esq.,
Counsel to the Custodian,
Office of the Custodian,
Victoria Building,
Ottawa, Ont.

aann 19 1947

Dear Mr. Wright:

Re: Kiyuji Nishiyama

574 Hurd Road, Mission
Lot 5, S5.W.7 Sec.20, Tp.17, Map
905, D.N.W. Mun. of Mission.

We thagk you for your letter of the 4th instant and have
telephoned Mr. Menzies and he will endeavour to inspect the above

property some time next week.

thaet he is still not very well but

Mr. Menzies advises me
pect the Tamaki property about

was able to get out yesterday and ins
which you wrote on February 12th.

he has been able to inspect the Nishiyama pro-

As soon as
meeting of the Advisory Board and report further

Yours very truly,

G e ans”

F. G. Shears,
Director.
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”ancouwer Consultative Council,
4390 Locarno Crescent,

. |

Vancouver, B.C.

Lear Sir:

ihe Prime M STpI has directed
me to reply to your lett.cr \_,1‘ I'ebruary 27th,
written on behalf of the Vancouver Consultative
Council and dealin g with Canadian UOL¢LJLS
relative to persons of Oriental or: gin,

‘1th regard to your enquiry
concerpirr the “3o“fvﬁry that will be established
to rev lew claims for “w*JGUZuL on in connection
with the disposition t oy the Custodian of
>rooe"tv belmn**n* to taﬂvnvse persons, the
pos] tion is that the matter 1s at present receiving
consideration, A copy ol your letter 1s being
brought to the attention of the vecretary of
State, Colonel Gibson, with the request that |
fur ther information oe sent you when decisions i
have been reached in the matter. '

The views expressed in your
letter, with regard to the removal of discrimina-
tion from legislation ¢concerning lmmigration,
have been noted.

Yours sincerely,

G. Jl luatte
Private uecretary.




Ottawa, March 5, 1947.

Norman F. Black, Esq.,
resident,
Vancouver Consultative Council,
4590 Locarno Crescent,
Vancouver, B,.C.

Lear Sir:

i‘he Prime Minister has directed
me to reply to your letter of February 27th,
written on behalf of the Vancouver Consultative
Council and dealing with Canadian policies

- 4 .

relative to persons of Oriental origin.

With regard to your enquiry
concerning the machinery that will be esta )11 shed
- o

to review claims for compensation in connection
with the dlspositicn by the Custodian of

property belonging to Japanese persons, the
position 1s that the matter is at present receiving
consideration., A copy of your letter is being
brought to the attention of the cecretary of
State, Colonel Gibson, with the request that }
further information be sent you when decisions |
have been reached in the matter. |

The views expressed in your
letter, with regard to the removal of discrimina-
tion from legislation concerning Ilmmigration,
have been noted.

Yours sincerely,

G. Jo &atte’
Private Secretary.




VANCOUVER CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL

e

For the Study of Problems of Citizenship

Vancouver, B.C.

4390 Locarno Crescent.
February 27, 1947.

The Right Honourable W.L. Mackenzie King,
Prime Minister,
Ottawa, Canada.

Sir,
Re Canadian Policies relative to Orientals.

I am instructed to express the gratitude of Vancouver Con-
sultative Cofincil for your public pronouncement of January
24 relative to aspects of the Canadian Japanese problem regard-
which we have made representations to you and your government
from time to time ever since the evacuation of the Japanese

from this area. We felt that grave injustices had been perpetrated

in the name of Canada but always were convinced that your own

decisive influence would be cast in favour of policies conson-
ant with Christian ethics., Consequently it was with great
pleasure that we read that "to ensure the fair treatment
promised in 1944 the government is prepared in cases where it
ean be shown that a sale (of Japanese property) was made at
less than a fair market value to remedy the injustice.”

We have reason to believe -- and indeed to know =-- that such
cases were numerous and are unhappy over the prolonged delay in
the announcement of machinery or procedure through which the
facts may be established and hardships remedied, The case 1s
complicated by the fact that property owners of Japanese exXtrac-
+ion are scattered far from their former homes and that many of
them are people whose helplessness 1is increased by ignorance of
legal procedures, Very few of these people have any desire or
intention to return to their former places of residence but are
sorely in need of funds satisfactorily to establish themselves
in those parts of Canada where they are now seeking to establish
permanent homes and means of livelihood, Accordéingly, with deep
respect but great earnestness we urge upon you an early and
official clarification of a situation which we feel reflectTs

upon the honour of Canada,




This Council, after careful consideration of the problems 1in-
volved, vigourously approves the repeal of the Chinese Immigra-
tion Act of 1923, a law which 1% looks upon as morally indefens-
ible and injurious to Canadian interests and to healthy inter-
national relationships. We strongly disapprove of any law, order
in council or official regulation *hat diseriminates or authorises
diserimination against Canadian citizens of Chinese ancestry or
against Chinese nationals legally resident in Canada., Present
legislation unfavourable to the establishment and maintenance of
normal family life on the part of Chinese residents we look upon

as contrary to the basic principles of morality.

ctions we look to the Government of

will implement our obligations under
f Nations to avoid racial discrimination

In this and other conne
Canada for such action as
the Charter of the League O

in any form,

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,

(sgd.) Norman F, Black

President,
Vancouver Consultative Council,
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QUOTE NO.

DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENCE

ARMY

OTTAWA, CANADA,

5th March, 1946

Custodian of Enemy Alien Property,

Viectoria Building
7 O'Connor Street,

Ott awa.

H-45130, Pte. Suzuki, Goro

Forwarded herewith copy of letter
of enguiry relative to the alleged sale of certain lands
belonging to the marginally-named soldier.

May the enquiry in paragraph 3, of
the above-mentioned letter, be answered so that a reply
may be forwarded to the marginally-named.

NAT. DEF. A-168-A
2,000M—11-43 (2777)
H.Q. 1772—39—-376
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./ COPY DHQ 10-H-45120 AJ-S-24 (J)

' DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENCE (ARMY)

WINNIPEG, Man,
26 Feb 46.

Judge Advocate General
Department of National Defence,
Ottawa,

= Pte. a)ZUKI, GOI‘O

1. The m/n soldier was born 7 Sep 1920 at New Westminster,

British Columbia, of Japanese parentage. His father is now living in
Winnipeg but has never been naturalized as a British Subject.

2e In 1941, he bought land near New Westminster, B.C.
described as Lot 8, N.E. Quarter of Section 36, Township 4, Map 1168

in the Distriet of New Westminster, B.C. He states that he paid
$600.,00 cash for the land which he used for farming. He is in
possession of certificate of indefeasible title No. 14568lE dated

9 Sep 41, showing him as the owner of this land free o0s encumbrances.

Se He states that the Custodian of Enemy Alien Property
sent him notification of the land having been sold at $280,00, which
price was considered fair. He states that he would like to recover
this property if possible, and would like to live in British Columbia.
If the land is so0ld, he considers that any price under $280.00 is
unfair to him. It will be appreciated if inguiries could be made
with the Custodian of Enemy Alien Property to ascertain the following:

(a) whether the land has been sold or not, and if so,
at what price.

(b) when he will be paid for the land and what amount
he will receive,

(e) If there is any possibility of recovering the land,
and living in B.C. to cultivate it.

4, Pte. Suzuki enlisted in the Cdn Army on 17 Apr 45
and served in India as an Interpreter. He returned on 3 Feb 46 and
at present is on disembarkation leave,

(Sgd) C. H. Johnson, Capt.
for (E. A. Fletcher) Major
Asst Judge Advocate-General
Military Distriet No. 10
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4 C E 'RUERMAS' TORONTO
M.CAM ER’OI\y& BREWIN m;z EEUERES T B

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS
Roy Weldon

PP VNCE P EDY A.J. P.CAMERON
F.A.BREWIN 47 ' ' M 34 TORONTO |, cANADA

STERLING TOWER

March 4, 1947,

The Seeretary of State of Canada,
Ottawa, Canada.

Dear Colonel Gibson:
Thank you for your letter of March Jdrd.
Monday, March 1l0th would be satisfactory,
and I will telephone to your office early on Monday
morning in order to arrange a definite hour for our
appointment.

Yours sincerely,

e \
A7 Nyt
LTI UNAA
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A. Maclamara
-1 1

S Ea
Deputy Hinis

Departaent of
Ottawa, Ontaric

gment your communication of the

7 4

ultimo, ng copy of tter addressed to your Department
Nishiyama unc 1a F'e ary 17, 1947.

This correspondence has been forwarded to

: o oo 20 o 4% - vn ezt sl o § o ol o e TV a0 i ke L
irector of the Custodian's Office in Vancouver, with
14 VT T . e s e S g T
mplete report on the matter.

Fl

Yours ver




Ottawa, Ontario

F. G. Shears, Esq.,
Director,

Office of the Custodian,
506 Royal Bank Building,
Vancouver, B. C.

Re: Kivuii NISHIYAMA

Dear Mr. Shears:

Ve enclose herewith copy of communication received from
Mr. A. MacNamara, Deputy Minister of Labour, under date of 24th
ultimo, together with copy of letter addressed to the Labour Department
by K. Nishiyama, under date of February 17, 1947.

It would be appreciated if you would let us have a report
on this case. If there is not sufficient evidence on file, kindly have
Mr. Menzies inspect the property and a report should then be submitted
to the Advisory Committee.

We would appreciate receiving their findings, in duplicate.

Yours very truly,

K. W. WRIGHT

COUNSEL TO THE CUSTODIAN

KWW/JF
Encl.




Fe A. Brewin, Esq.,

e/o0 Cameron, Weldon & Brewin,
Barristersy etc.;

Sterling Tower,

Toronto, 1, Ontarios.

Dear lr, Brewin,

I have your letter of February
27th and I am not sure whether or not 1 will
be here on Friday, Harch 7the

I expect to be out of town on
Thursday, and wnder the prevailing weather
conditiocns 1t seems uwcertaln whether or not
il can be back on Friday,

Konday, Harch 10th or later

in that week wmould be satisfactory to me if
that is convenient to youe

iours sincerely,




Victoria Bldg., 7 0'Connor ST.,
Ottawa, Ontario
1‘.&& r Ch _? ’ l;fi'?

MEMORANDUM TO3

Secretary oi

RE: Claimz by Japanese Lvacuees

Confirming this morning's telephone conversation,

T have made certain changes in the draft memo To Cabinet which

i
o, o

Hon. Mr., Gibson is to consider, and anclose vavlzed

¥ill you be kind encugh to return the rough draft

which was hurriedly prepared for the meeting wita the Minlster

last Friday afterncon.

KPW/JF
Enecl.




March 3, 1947.

MEMORANDUM TO THE CABINET
RE: CLAIMS OF JAPANESE EVACUEES FOR PROPERTY LOSSES.

dated February 5, 1942, enemy aliens

By Government Notice,
protected area of British Columbia and on

were required to leave the

February 26, 1942, this ruling was extended to include every person

of the Japanese race.

To implement and direct the evacuation, Order in Council

P.C. 1665, dated 4th March, 1942, (attached hereto and marked

Exhibit "A"™) was passed, establishing the British Columbia Security
Commission under the Department of Labour, with wide powers in regard
to the movement of all persons of the Japanese Race within and without

this area., Order in Council P.C, 1665, as amended by Order in Counecll

P.C, 2483, dated 27th March, 1942 (attached hereto and marked Exhibit
"B") provided for the vesting and control by the Custodian as a pro=

tective measure of all property delivered up or which upon evacuation

was left within the protected area.
Pursuant to Order in Couneil P.C. 469, dated January 18, 19495,

(attached hereto and marked Exhibit "C") an enlargement was made in the
interpretation of control and menagement to include, from the date of

vesting in the Custodian, power to liquidate or otherwise dispose of

the property of Japanese Evacuees.
The Custodian experienced extreme difficulty in dealling with

the large number of substandard buildings and the vasZ?quantity of

inferior personal property which the Japanese possessed.

Two independent Committees were established. One is known as

the Advisory Committee on Greater Vancouver Properties. The following
members were appointed to the Board on the 8th of March, 1943:
Honourable Mr, Justice Siéney Smith of the Appellate Court of B.C,,
Chairmen; Aldermsn Charles Jones; Mr, Kishizo Kimura (resigned 20th

July, 1943).

The other Committee is known as Advisory Committee on Rural
Properties, The following members were appointed on the 15th of March,
1943: His Honour Judge David Whiteside, New Westminster, Chairman;

Messrs. D. E. MacKenzie; J. J. lMcLellan; Hal Menzies; Yasutaro Yamaga.

e e o e
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Mh!'g!iellan resigned almost immediately and Mayor W. Mot®v of New

appointed in his stead.
MacKenzlie died on the 11th of Octob

Mr. Yemaga resigned on

New Westminster was
or, 1944.

the 26th of May, 1943. Mr.

The Custodian asked both Committees whether or not they

recommend liguidation. The members visited many Japanese properties

nimously endorsed, with the approval of
Shortly afterwards both Japanes

the Japanese members, &

and una
e manbers

policy of liquidation.
anese appointments were made.

resigned and no new Jap
e asked to report as to the method of

The Committees weT
liquidation and they recommended that C

that the properties be jndividuall
not sold for less than the

atalogues be prepared, listing

the properties; y appraised by Agents
e Boards; that parcels be

public notices be published in the press calling
All offers for

approved by th

fixed value and that

for tenders, The poliey, as outlined, was adopted.

ave been referred to the Advisory Committees and their approval

land h
obtained before any have been accepted.

Insofar as the rural properties are concerned, a sale of

741 parcels was made to the Director, Veterans' Land Act, as the

si red to acquire property for the purpose of rehabilitating

Government de

returned men. The Advisory Committee recommended acceptance of the

sele price eventually agreed upon.

Chettels have been sold on the basis of recommendations by

the Committees, that is, by publie suctions conducted by licenced

auctioneers, except in those cases where chattels were essential to

the operation of fams, in which case the tenant or owner of the farm

was given an opportunity to buy at an appraised value.
The policy of liquidation has resulted in the Custodian paying

out large sums of money to the Lvacuees and paying debts on thelr behalf

In co-operation with the Department of Labour, the Custodian releases

such funds to Evacuees, still in Interior Housing Schemes operated by

the Department of Labour, as are considered necessary. Where Evacuees

have moved East from the Province of British Columbia, the Custodian

rel eases the balance.



Sales of Evacuee Properties to Devuos - aTe as

- follows:
SALES APPRAISAL SALES VALUE
: " 785,00

'} ver 466 $ 915,600.00 $ 1,004, -

Eﬁ?:f” sy 400 529,146, 25 570, 244 . 00
Veterans' Land Act 741 847,878,.00 856,256.00
1607 $2,292,624.25 $ 2,411,285.00

Proceeds from sales, including farms s0ld to the Director,

Veterans' Land Act, exceeded fixed valuations by $118,660.75

STATEMENT OF CASH REALIZATION OF
EVACUEE ASSETS & REVENUES

Fishing vessels & scows $ 203,049.40
Fishing nets & gear 101,215.08
Cars 63,583.98
Trucks 94,540,695
Sundry Business assetis 200,230.12
Household effects 255,968.76
Radios 17,049.64
Farm Equipment 15,995.08
Life Insurance 65,259,795
Securities 59,766.04
Accounts Recelivable 150,901,035
Sundries 32,524.74
Veterans' Land Act 807,400.22
Real Estate Sales 1,689,105.48
Real Estate Income 503,397 .39
Dividends from Securities 9,795.84
Rooming House rentals 33,362.56
Cash turned in by Repatriates 1,070,174,.14

$ 5,3575,317.64

I am informed that the distribution of Japanese in Canada at

November 30, 1946, was as follows:

British Columbia 6,981
Alberta 4,262
Saskatchewan 003
Manitoba 1,195
Ontario 6,617
Quebec 1,210
Nova Scotia 1
New Brunswick 10
Prince Edward Island 6
Yukon and Northwest Territories R > 1
| Total 20,814 fy/
Y
//\ During recent months there have been growing indications that

an effort wuld be made by certain organizations to induce the government
to give consideration to Japanese claims, I am informed that question-
naires have been circulated by the Japanese Canadian Committee for
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pamocracy to secure info

mation establishing claims. The following

ar m i .
appears in The New Canadian, g weekly publication for Canadians of

Japanese origin, under date of November 25, 1946:

"The questionnaire, in it
r'e, s tentative form, seeks information on losses
under the following general classificatioﬁs:

Real Estate (residential); B . o
Vessels and Gear; ); Business of all types; Farm Property; Fishing

Personal Estate; Loss of Revenue (rent, income, wages, ete.); Accounts,
Uncollected (rent, interest, loan, deposit, claims, ete.);

Fees Paid (attorney or agent, storage, transportation, travelling,
medical, educational, funeral or any other charges directly attributed
to evacuation); Family Allowances; and Relief Deductions™,

On January 24, 1947, the Prime Minister made an announcemen t
in connection with Japanese problems and referred to claims put forward

in regard to properties, as follows:

"With respect to the property of persons of Japanese origin who were
removed from the Pacifiec coast, and whose property was sold by the
Custodian, the govermment is of the opinion that the sales were made at
a fair price, In all cases a complets appraisal was made before disposi
tion. The total of the prices secured is greater in aggregate than the

total appraisal value.

To ensure, however, the fair treatment promised in 1944, the government
is prepared, in cases where it can be egstablished that a sale was made

at less than a fair market value, to remedy the injustice®
It appears desirable in the public interest that a Commision,

to consist of not more than 3 persons, the Chairman of which should be
a person who holds or has held judicial office, should be appointed

to consider the claims which may be filed by persons of the Japanese
Race. In my opinion it is also necessary to now determine the types of
claims to which congideration should be given by such Commission.

When this question is determined, I recommend that advertise-
ments be inserted in numerous newspapers, including The New Canadian,
calling upon the Japanese to file their claims, duly verified, and to
address all such claims to the Office of the Custodian, 506 Royal Bank
Building, Vancouver, B.C. A time limit should be fixed for the filing

of such claims. This will afford the officials in the Vancouver office
an opportunity to review files and assemble data which will be helpful
to the Commission referred to.

I am of opinion that it should be left to the members of the
Commission to determine the places where hearings are to take place.
It is very probable that thousands of claims will be filed,




/

’

T

butﬁy improbable that the vast majority could be substantiated in a

court of Law. The Japanese have inflated ideas as to the value of
thelir assets and doubtless their claims will be grossly exaggerated.

It is very difficulty to estimate the amount that will be
required to meet the claims and defer the expenses of the Commission.
At all events it appears necessary to insert an item in the supplementary
estimates in order to provide funds from consolidated revenue.

Your attention is directed to the fact that P.C. 1669,
referred to, indicated that no commission was to be charged by the
Custodian in respect to the administration of Japanese Evacuee assets
and that up to the present time, the Custodien has advanced the sum

of $725,500.00 in order to defray ell such expenses.
P

P

-




Victoria Bldg., 7 O'Connor St.,
Ottawe, Ontaric
March 3, 1947

MEMORANDUM TO: Homourable Colonel C. Gibson, M.P.,
Secretary of State

RE: Claims by Japanesgse Tvacuees

day, we discussed the

In the courss of our interview
n regard to claims

matter of vour submitting & memorandum to
of Japanese Evacuess.

A draft memo wae left with you and it was explaimed thal
revision would be negessary if you decide teo place the metter before the
Cabinet in this way.

In accord witk my request, Mr, Shears has
received in Vancouver, relative teo claims, snd has als

-
.

The folleowing letters and enclosure which roached me this
morning ares presented in order that you may consider all available infor-

ations

1. 2 letters received from Mr, Shears, under date of 27th ultimo, re

Japanese Clainms,

2. Form of questionnaire re damages suffered.
In view of the fact that Departments of Justice, Velterans!
Affairs (Veterans' Land Deel), Fisherles (Japanese Fishing Vessels Dis-
posal Committee), Labour (B, C. Security Commission) and Defence (Boat
Seizures) are interested in this problem, I suggest that a Committee of
the Cabinet be selected in order to review the situation and make such
recomeendations to the Cabinelt as may be deemed advisable.

K, ¥, WRIGHT
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NEMORANDUM T0 THE CASTRET OMeSdMPRSE CLAINS _\foa PROPERTY_LOSSES

3y Governsent Notice, dated February 3, 1942, enemy allens were

ted area of British Columbia and on February 26

required to leav e the protec s

led 4 pers ‘ anese Tace.
1942, this ruling was extended to include every person of the Japanese Tace
To implement and direct the evacuatlon, Order in Council P.C. 1665,

dated 4th March, 1942, (attached hereto and marked Exhibit "A") was passed,

establishing the British Columbia Security Comnission under the Department
of Labour, with wide powers in regard to the movement of all persons of

the Japanese Race within and without this area. Order imn Coumecil P.C.1665,

as amended by Order in Council P.C. 2483, dated 27th March, 1942 (attached

hereto and marked Exhibit u5r) provided for the vesting and control by the

Custodian ae a protective measure of all property delivered up or which

upon evacuation was left within the protected area.

Pursuent to Order im Coumeil P.C. 469, dated Janmuvary 13, 1943,
(attached hereto and marked Exhibit #Cc*") an enlargement was made in the
interpretation of control and management to include, from the date of

vesting in the Custodian, power to liguidate or otherwise digpose of

the property of Japanese Zvacuees.

i ¥ During recent months there have been growing indications that

an effort would be made by certain organizations to induce the govermment

to zive consideration te Japanese claims. I am informed thai cuestion-

paires have been circulated by the Japanese Canadian Committee for
i eptablishing claims. The following

™ - = . - - - ™ > -~ ky N
Democracy o secure information egt

The Yew Capadisn, o weekly publication for Canadians of

esnnanre In N Ov
...,,‘.' -.,-?a. P -~ LS -

Japanese origin, under date of November 23, 19463

"The guestionneire, in its lentative fora, scelc Information on losses
under the following general classifications:

Real Estate (residential); Business of all types; Farm Property; Fishing
Vessels and Gears

Personal Estate; Loss of Revenue (rent, income, wapes, etc.); Accounts,
Uncollected (rent, interest, loan, deposit, claims, ete.);

Feez Paid (attorney or agent, storage, transportation, travelling, medieal,
educational, funeral or any other charges directly attributed to evacua-
tion); Family Allowances; and Relief Deductions®.

. tgn J::m 24y 1947, the Prime Minister made an announcement
connection apanese problemg und referred to claims put forward
in regard to properties, as followss e
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‘lith respect to the property of persons of Japanese origin who were
removed from the Pacific coast, and whose property was scld by the
Custodian, the govermment is of the opinion that the sales were aac‘le.at‘
a fair price. In all cases a complete appraisgal was made before disposi-
tton. The total of the vrices secured is greater in aggregate than the

total appraisal value.

fo ensure, however, the fair treatment promised in 1944, the govnrnmfnt
is prepared, in cases where it can be established that a sale was made
at less than & fair market value, to remedy the injustice".

Centrol of enemy @ssets by the Custodian brought his organiza-
tion into direct toueh with the large Japanese problems in British Columbia
and it was logical that vhen complete evacuation of the Japanese from U

Coastal Area of British Columbia wae declded upon, the problem of controlling

and administering the affairs of the evacuees was hspded to the Custodian.

Fhile liquidation is mainly complets, there &re approximﬁtalyt
35 properties still availsble for sale and between 30-A0 properties owned
by Organizationg, vhich, up to the presgent time have nod been liguidated
for the réason that amendments o existing Orders in Council are necessary.
Immediately after the proposed evscuation was srnounced, many

Japapese sterted to sell their property at ridiculously lovw figures in

o
: J’,i.

fear of Gevgynment confiscation. Further sxplolicllion of the Japsanese

#as préveytoed/when pursuant Lo Order in Coumgll PJ0. 1665, dated 4tk of

@

!ﬁr3h24;942’ the Cuqtqﬁién tp?fjgrﬁf the problea of administering €
asseis Gf approxiqa}¢k¥ﬂ224ﬁbﬁ”bebpla; |
ine Custodian experienced extreme difficulty in dealing with
the large number of substandard bulldings and the wast guantity of inferior
personal property which the Japanese possessed,
Two independent Comnittees were established. One is known as
the Advisory Committee on Greater Vancouver Properties. The faollowing
members were appointed to the Board on the 8th of March, 19.7: Honourable
Ur. Justice Sidney Smith of the Appellate Court of B. C.y Chalirmen;
Alderman Charles Jones; Mr., Kishizo Kimura (resigned 20th July, 1343).
The other Committee is known as Advisory Committee on Rural
Properties. The following members were appointed on the 15th of Harch,
J 19431 His Homour Judge David Whiteside, Hew Vestminster, Chairman; Messrs.
D+ E. MacKenzie; J. J. McLellan; Hal Menzies; Yasutaro Yamaga. Mr. MeLellan
repigned almost imnedistely and Heyor W. Mott of New FTestminster was appointed

in his stead. Mr. Yamaga resigned on the 26th of May, 1943. MNr. MacKemzie
died on the 1lth of October, 1944.
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recomrend liouidation.

th Comalittees shelher or mot they would

The Oustodian agked boild
The membars visited meny Japanese properties and
unanimously endorsed, with the approval of the Japanese members, a policy

of liguidation. Shortly afterwerds both Japanese members resigned and ne

new Japanese appointuents were made.

The Comeittees were asked to report as to the method of liguida-
tion and they recommended that Catalogues be prepsred, listing the properties;

that the preperties be individually appraised by Agemis spproved by ihe

Boards; that parcels be not sold for less than the fixed value and that

public notices be published in the press calling for tenders. The polley,

as outlined, was adopted. &1l offers for land have been referred to the
Advisory Committees end their approvel obtained before any have deen accepted.
Insofar as the raursl properties are concerned, a sale of 741 parcels

vas made to the Director, Veteransg' Land Act, as the Govermment desired o

acguire property for the purpose of rehabilitsting returred men. The Ad-

visory Committes recommended accepiancs of the sale price eveniually agreed

upon.
Chattels have beem sold on the besis of recommendations by the

Committees, that is, by publiec anctions conducted by licencec asuctionesrs,

'

excepl In those cases vhere chaliels were essential to the operation of

farms, in vhich cage the Tonsnt or owner of the farm was givean un oppor-

tunity to tay at an &ppraised value.

The policy of liguidation has resulted in the Custodian paying
out large soms of monay te the Bvacuses and paying debts on their behalf.
In co-operation with the Department of Labour, the Custodian releases such
funds to Evacuees, still in Interior Houeing Schemes opereted Ly the Dapart-
meni of Labour, as are comsidered necessary. WVhere Evacuses have moved East
from the Province of Britich Celumbla, the Custodian releases the bulsnce.

Sales of Evacuee Properties to December 31, 1946, were as fellows:

CALES APERAISAL CALES VALUE
g:::;er Vaneouver igg § 915,600.00 v 1,004,785.00
Vetersns' Lsnd Aot 7 e e g

1607 132,292,624.33 $ 2,411,285.00

Proceeds from sales, including farms sold to the Director,
Veterane' Land Act, exceeded fixsd valuations by §118,660.75.




STATENEET OF CASH

EVACUEE ASSETC

REALIZATION OF
& REVENRUES

Fishing vessels & scows

§  203,049.40

Fishing nets & gear 101,F15.0§
Cars 63,583.98
rucks 94, 540.63
Suyndry Business asseis 200,230.12
Household affects 255,968.76
Radios 17,049.64
Farnm Equipment 15,995.08
Life Insurance £65,259.75
Securitlies 59,766 .04
Aceountes Receivable 150,901.03
Sundries 32,524.74
VYeterans! Land Act 807,400.22
Real Bstate Sales 1,689,105.48
Real Estate Income 503,397.35
Dividends from Securities G 795 eG4
Rooming Homse rentals 3,,362 “6

Cash turmed in by

T am informed that the distribution of Japanese in Canada at

Hovember 30, 1946, wes as follows:

Repairiaies

¢ 5,3?3,317.6£

British Columbia ,9bl
&lbﬁ‘rt& ey > P W94
Saskatchewan 503
HManitoba 1,193
Mntarie 6,617
Quebee 1,210
¥ova Scotia i
few Brunswick 10
Prince Fdward Island &
Yukon and Nerthwest Terrilories 31

Tota 20,814

Leas.of-opiniea-tmit ii-is-destrétils in the public intevest that a

Commizelon, %o ocomsist of not more than 3 pesrsone, the Chairmsn of which

chould be a person whe holds or has held judisial office, should be appointed

to consider the glaims which may be filed by persons of the Jepansss Race.

In-my opinion it i m}.? o now deternine the tynas of claims %o vhich

consideration should be given by such Commission.

Fhen this question is determined, L apoeans 4 Pé to be Sésirable

to insert advartlaemen;u lr’nunmxou) newspapsrs, including The New Cavadiam,
| calling upon the Japanos; to file thelr claims, duly verified, mnd to address
aili such claims to the Office of the Custodiam, 506 Royal BDank Bullding,

Vanecouver, 2, C. A time limit should be fixed for the filing of such claims,

ad An thir eonnsétion I suggaet ¢ ;n/t-,qtf date as of July 2sk;»1907. e
= Car—t £
filing-of etaims n ’153'V§isﬁiv!r~@¢rluv xu—--il;;bu~tn-6ruur~thut'tha

of ficials @mw en opporttmity to review files and assemble date vhich
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will be halpful to the Commission referred to.
T thimk it should be left %o the members of thit Commiseion Yo

ings are to take pluce u&*@rav‘ sion phculd

ot ayrm=na +h p——
R e L ey - Q;‘J !:&-a\"-,i- -—L\-ﬂt o ‘1”&1

aldo be made for then to engage the services of sccountants, cleéris and

% ‘=;-?_:=_1~-~' { ezl alse ha iaiv-';n o Lho '—.‘i,';)\)in‘i.rﬂ(iﬂ'd & B

- .’4'-1 .J-M \d—-

inquiry.

The Comnissisn should be cmpowered to adminieter oathe and

receivd ard accept guch gvidence ané information on osih; £f7idevit or

otherwise ag in ite discretion 1L may deem it ané propar.

e Coymisaion should Ye eo appointed under uhe Ingquiries ict,

Y. & |

Chlpta“’Q, =f the Revised |Sphitutep of Canads; i7<Fe

It is very probable thai thousands of claims will be filed, bui
very improbable that the vasi majority cen be substantiated in & Court of
Lax. The Japaness have Anflated ideaé ag to the value of thair assets
and therer?s no doubt in =my sind ThER their claims will be zrossly exag-
garated,ﬁeﬁﬁ gras 811,/ the question s, vhat iz right and what Course can
be” fanplLied.
1% im vary difficult to estimate the amownt that will he reouired
to meet the claims and defer the expemses of the Commission reforeed 16, bub
pt all events it appears mecessary te insert an item in the supplementary
estimates sfd provide fumds frem consollidafed revenue.
I dirvect your attention to tho,faet that P.C. 1665, referred to,
indicatad that no lcmiasion wae to be cherged by the Custodiam in respect

to the administration of Japsnese Evacuee assets and that up %o the presemt

time, the Custodian has advanced the sum of SFFEHONTO0 fromhis-Adninistra-

tioth Heom®: in order to defray all such expenses.
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Vancouver, B.C.

TO THE
CUSTODIAN'S OFFICE

PLEASE REFER
27th February, 1947.

TO

FILE NO...

K. We Wright, Esq.,
Counsel to the Custodian,
Office of the Custodian,
Victoria Building,
Ottawa, Ont.

Dear Mr. Wright:

Re: Japanese Claims

You will of course

Further to our previous letter of even date.
However, 1

be aware of the various types of claims which might be made.
understand that you would like to have my ideas in this regard.

I think it may be said that all claims would fall broadly into
two classes which perhaps might be called Tangible and Intangible.

As far as affairs handled by this office is concerned, I think
the matter of claims and any investigation pertaining thereto should lie

strictly within the tangible and specific. Both in regard to real estate
andall types of chattels this would simply be the difference between a
fair market value and the prices we obtained.

As far as the Japanese is concerned, other factors may enter
into his picture which have caused economic loss. This type of claim,
however, would not lie against the Custodian, but against the Government

of Caneda as a result of the policy of evacuation.

The following may be matters which will require to be considered
as the source of possible claims:

l.. Real Estate - The difference between the sale price and fair
market value.

: .It is possible of course that the Japanese idea of value might
not coincide with the market value, but in my opinion a properly established
market value should be the only basis for a claim in this conneetion.

2+ Real Estate - The possibility of the market value having been
decreased at the time of sale due to depreciation occurring to the property

after the Japanese was evacuated.
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This would apply chiefly to rural properties. While this 1is
something which doubtless occurred in the Fraser Valley fruit farms, it
should not be overlooked that the Japanese were undisturbed until our
orders-in-Council of March 1942, and at that time immediate steps were
taken by them, in conjunction with the Co-Operatives handling the berry
crops, to secure white tenantis to take over their farms. Although in
many cases it was not possible to secure the best operators, the berry
crop is taken off in the latter part of May and June and a large percent-
age of the Japanese in the Fraser Valley area were not evacuated until
much later in that year. In many cases they hired themselves out to the
white tenants during the intervening time. The 1941 berry crop was a
bumper production and leasing arrangements were made by the Japanese to
white tenants for the year 1942 on the basis of the previous year's
returns. The 1942 season was very definitely a bad crop year and an
exceptionally rainy season.

It should be noted that the appraisal of these lands was I
believe made in June of 1942 so that there would not have been an
exceptionally long period in which depreciation would have taken place
in so far as the actual land and buildings were concerned.

In connection with the valuation made by the Soldier Settlement
Board, it occurs to me that in view of the fact that any enguiry would
likely call for the production of the actual appraisal, it would be
desirable for authority to be obtained for the appraisal reports to be
turned over to this office. Seeing that it is the Custodian's contention
that these sales were made on the basis of valuation, rather serious
criticism might be made if it were shown that we had never seen the actual
appraisals. As I think you are aware, doubt exists in the minds of some
of our fieldmen as to whether all the buildings of the various properties
were included in the valuations, and the more accurate information we can

siczge the better will be our position to deal intelligently with any
claims.

3. Chattels - The difference between the sale price and the market
value of goods actually sold.

L. Chattels - The market value of goods unaccounted for because of
logss by theft, depreciation while in storage.
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1 edvised in connection with this matter and
household effects, but a certain amount of
I

equipment, the main item of which is probably that of fishing tackle..
presume the point 1o be considered is whether the Custodian, having given
all reasonable care, should be held responsible for shortages which have

occurred for the reasons above mentioned.

You are fairly wel
this point not only concerns

5. Economic Losses

n the consideration of the above claims, there may be
the question of economic loss whieh has been sustained on account of the
evacuation policy. Due to war conditions economic loss has been sustained
by many citizens altogether apart from nationality and without the factor
of evacuation. Business operations in Vancouver have been curtailed in
many instances due to lack of supplies, rising costs have decreased margin
of profit and other such factors of which you are of course aware, to say
nothing of the economic disruption caused by enlistment in the forces,
sometimes resulting in the supreme sacrifice of life itself. Moreover,

Apart fro

this type of loss has not been uniformly distributed but has fallen upon

certain sections of the community to a greater degree than others. For

this reason, even if consideration were to be given to the question of
economic loss caused by evacuation, and such loss could be accurately
established, this would not in my opinion of necessity be a justifiable
claim. The question might resolve itself as to whether consideration
should be given to claims based upon the amount of economic loss sustained
by Japanese in excess of that sustained by other sections of the community

due to war conditions.

6. Real Estate - Loss of Revenue.
Some claims for economic loss in connection with real estate

might be based on the fact that after evacuation the properties were
leased and revenue bearing and the income was sufficient to carry the
overhead and provide an income and that this income was cut off by the
sale of the property. The Japanese was unable to reinvest the proceeds
in the purchase of other real estate in other parts of Canada due to the
regulations in this regard. It might also be claimed that the Japanese
was compelled to use up the capital derived from the liguidation of his
real estate by having to use the monthly remittances sent to him by
arrangement with the Security Commission for his maintenance in their

housing centres.
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There are some cases too where losses were incurred by those
who were operating businesses such as stores, dry-cleaning plan?s,
garages, shingle and rice mills, drug stores and rooming operations.
In most instances these businesses were disposed of by the Japanese

prior to evacuation, but in a number of cases the Japanese were evacuated

and the stock-in-trade, plant, machinery and equipment was sold by the
Custodian on the basis of valuation, but the matter of goodwill, or the

revenue bearing possibilities of these operations were lost to the
Japeanese. In addition to this, as the real estate in many cases of this

kind did not belong to the owner of these types of businesses, dismantling
removing and re-assembling costs entered into the price which the purchaser

was prepared to pay for the equipment.

7. Fishing Vessels.

In connection with fishing vessels approximately 90% of these
sales were negotiable by the Japanese themselves through the Japanese

Fishing Vessels Disposal Committee. The boats which were sol’ A8sS might
be anticipated, were of the poorest type and dissatisfaction has been
expressed in some cases in regard to the prices obtained.

8. Motor Vehicles.
Complaints have been very considerable in regard to the prices

obtained for cars and trucks. The sale figures are shown on the Annual
Report on page 20 and the avera
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There have been complaints that life insurance policies have
had to be surrendered for cash value or allowed to lapse owing to in—
sufficient earnings by the Japanese in the location at which he now lives.

As mentioned in previous correspondence, some Japanese are
returning cheques as they think it might prejudice their claims for
amages. 48 cheques have been returned to the value of $18,694.- and
28 cheques are outstanding which were issued prior to the 30th September,
amounting to $3,381l.- and 63 cheques are outstanding between October lst

and December 31lst amounting to $11,029.00.

I am enclosing some marked copies of the New Canadian. If
possible I would like them returned in due course.

Yours very truly,

Elhane

F. G. Shears,
Director.
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Victoria Building,
Ottawa, Ont.

Dear Mr. Wright:

Re: Japanese claims.

You are aware of the type of letter which we have received from
time to time protesting against the sale of property. The following

excerpts give a feir representation of the phrases used:

"I am not satisfied with the sale of my property".

"The price is ridiculously low".

"] am displeased with this sale"

"The qualified Appraisers must have been unfair®.

"] am sadly disappointed”.

"] accept this sale with protest".

nThere must have been some mistake".

nT consider this highway robbery".

"This is my formal protest against the sale%

"] am awaiting the judgment of the Court for the legality
of the Orders-in-Council concerning the sale of real
property".

"] am not happy about the whole thing".

"You must remember that you are not dealing with animals".

"ffe have nothing to do with this war".

"To gsay that I am shocked is putting it mildly".

"T have receipts showing what this property was bought for
which will show that you have gyped me".

"Cunning advantage has been taken of the war to deprive me
illegally of my property".

"You have taken a gtep which is reminiscent of Nazi Germany".

"I am thoroughly disgusted with this absurd transaction".

"Isn'? the method you are using just like the Nazig".

"T think you are just like the Fascists confiscating people's
property and chasing them out of their homes".

"Our property was sold for an unbelievably low price".

"I was greatly shocked when I received the letter stating

my property was sold".

Signature.
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have

75 people
of the Veterans' Land Act lands and these ar

that they are not consenting to the sale,
to the price, except in about 25%¢ of the cases.

"T think the selling of property is unjust and a
digression of Canadian fair play™.

The statement is often made that before leaving Vancouver they

were told, or led to believe, that registration was for the purpose of

protecting their property.

A considerable number of letters of general complaint which we

"You have informed me that my property known as as Lot 117

of Lot 440, Gp.2, Map 1133, has been sold. As you are
aware, I have never consented to the sale nor ratified it

but have at all times and do now object to the sale of my
said property. Because, however, I am in destitute circum-
stances (and because the government has discontinued the
advance of maintenance to me), I have to reguest from you,
the proceeds of the sale of the property in order to main-
tain myself and my family but in doing so I wish it made
clear that it is only being accepted under protest and
without prejudice to any right which I have or may have
arising out of what I consider the wrongful sale and dis-

position of my property."

I am not in a position to give you exact figures in regard

have received followed a set form which was evidently prepared and circu-
lated among the Japanese as they all read as follows:

to the

number of complaints we have received in connection with the sale of real
estate. However, I believe the following is substantially correct.

We have probably not had any specific complaints from more than

in regard to approximately 900 evacuee properties sold outside
e mostly complaints stating

but not specifically referring

Complaints in regard to the Veterasns' Land Act deal, however,

in ev

. ery case indicated dissatisfaction with the price and we have
likely received about 150 or more letters.

Signature.
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It must not be thought, however, that the above figures indicate
I am sure our letters in reply to those

Japanese are satisfied.
ool P among themselves and as

who expressed dissatisfaction were widely discussed : -
, we have never during the past year or so, given the sllghtegt
ould be considered and for this reason 1t 1s

you know
ht it would be useless to complain knowing the

encouragement that claims w

quite likely that many thoug
type of answer which would be given.

Since the Prime Minister's statement practically no letters of
complaint have been received and I assume this is because the Japanese are

following the instructions of the Japanese Co-Operative Committee ?or
Democracy and that their claims are being gathered together and being held

in expectation that further information regarding the consideration of
claims will be made known by Ottawe.

A copy of a mimeographed letter addressed to the Prime Minister
is enclosed and also a mimeographed form attached to same. As a matter of
fact only three claims have been received on this type of form and as just

mentioned, I assume that others are being held for the time being.

While the letters received in regard to those properties which
have been sold to the Veterans' Land Act indicate a dissatisfaction with
the price, as a general rule there has been no specific claim for any
definite amount. The letters generally state that the property cost them
$———- and that they were guite sure that it was worth $-———-- , which was
considerably in excess of the amount which they received from us. What I
mean to mply is that at the present time, even if we examined all the files
concerned, we would not be able to give a list which would give any proper
idea of possible claims, even in regard to the properties for which complaints
have been received. It is for this reason that I am still rather hopeful
that if the matter of claims is to be considered that they should be filed
with this office during a specified period so that we would be in a position

to present the overall picture.

. Our policy of liquidation commenced in June 1943. By the end of
1944, in addition to the Veterans' Land Act deal, 623 other parcels out of

a total of approximately 900 had been disposed of.

. I think it correct to say that in regard to real est
in Vancouver that at the time of Pearl Harbourgand durigg tgg :gi ;2&?28

Signature.
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of 1942 and 1943 there was no great increase 1in demand or advance in
market velues. Evidence of this as far as Japanese properties were
concerned is shown by the fact that inspite of miderpublicity no tenders
were received on a large number of properties advertised for sale. The

figures are as follows:

Tenders Closing on

19th June, 1943 offering 167 properties, tenders received on 97 parcels

4Ath Oct. 1943 n 297 " " n n 127 n
1lst May, 1944 " 232 n " n n 11 "
15th June, 1944 " 172 " n n " 90 "

It was not until well on in 1944 when Victory prospects appeared
brighter and with money in the hands of war workers and other employees
that real estate activities greatly advanced and even so this advance was

more spotty than general.

Very considerable activity, however, developed in 1945 after the
cessation of hostilities and this trend continued into 1946 when it was
generally admitted that prices were entirely out of line with actual values.
Even mortgage valuations which were considered as being conservative, were
possibly 40% higher than in 1942 and due to housing shortage prices entirely
out of line with values were obtained where occupancy could be secured.

However, even with the marked advance which started towards the
end of 1944, certain types of properties did not receive the maximum benefit.
This was particularly so in regard to the Japanese districts of Powell and
Cordova Streets. Having been the location of such a large Japanese concen-
tration, the evacuation left these districts in a somewhat derelict condition

an@ coupled with the fact that these properties were very sub-standard, they
still remained unattractive to purchasers even on a rising market for good
residential property.

Yours very truly,

o ars

FGS/PMH F. G. Shears,
encl. Director.

Signature.




Rt. Hon. MacKenzie King,
Prime Minister of Canada,
To whom it may concern,
Ottawa, Canada.

I, a Japanese repatriate, going to Japan voluntarily,

do herewith submit a claim for damage incurred as a result of

coercive evacuation from the Pacific Coast.

Before the evacuation, on the solemn pledge that the pro-

perty handed over to the Custodian would be safeguarded in the

interest of the owner, I had complete faith. But unfortunately,

this pledge was not kept--both the movable and immovable pro-
perties were gold at a loss without my consent. Furthermore,
the unemployed and the disabled in the interior housing settle-
ment had to live on what money the Custodian handed over from
the forced sale of our property.

By attaching a sheet of various claims, I do hereby humbly
petition that my financial loss sustained by me as a result of

forced evacuation from the coast be indemnified by the government

of Canada.

Signature.
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CLAIM FOR DAMAGE

PFRSONAL INFORMAT ION

surname givenname
Name..oeeoeccnane A P
Home address before evacuation (in Canada)
Home address in Japan
Japanese national, naturalized, Canadian-born.
Registration No. Sex Age
Occupation

Married, Single, Widower, Widow.

Wife or Husband ...... csseee Name Registration No. Age
Dependents <eececsesccesss. Name Age
Claims:
1. Current value of land at the time of evacuation $
Value of the above, at which the Custodian sold without .
my consent $
Difference in the values, to be claimed S el $
2. Current value of buildings and other improvements
with the lot, at the time of evacuation PR $
Value of the above, at which the Custodian sold
without my consent il $
Difference in the values, to be claimed SO el $
3.
Current value of personal property at the time of
evacuation (Bt B R $
Value of the above, at which the Custodian sold
without my consent i S $ )
Difference in the values, to be claimed 31 $
4. Current value of machinery at the time of evacuation $
Value of the above, at which the Custodizn sold
without my consent o aleisidlicle s $

Differnce in the values, to be claimed




Current value of fishing boat, at the time of evacuation

Value of the above, at which the Custodian sold without
my consent

Differece in the value, to be claimed

Current value of fishing apparatus at the time of
evacuation

Value of the above, at which the Custodian sold
without my consent

Difference in the values, to be claimed

Current value of automobile at the time of evacuation

Value of the above, at which the Custodian sold
without my consent

Difference in the values, to be claimed

Expected four years income from farming, industry, trade
forestry, fishing, and etc., after evacuation

Annual Income received after the evacuation

Difference in the Incomes, to be compensated

Expected four years wage from lebour, after the evacuation

Annual wage received, after the evacuation

Difference in the wages, to be compensated

Other Claims: -
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TORONTO |, CANADA

F A.BREWIN

February 27, 1947.

The Secretary of State of Canada,
Ot tawa, Canada.

Dear Colonel Gibson:
Thank you for your letter of February
25th.

Would some time on Friday March 7th be

a sat isfactory time for an eppointment to discuss
the machinery to deal with the claims of the Japan-

ese Canadians? I would suggest in the alternative,
Monday March 1Oth.

——

Yours sincerely,

FAB:HC : )
il (.A, /_’}}wle\f’}v




Ottawa, February 25th, 1947.

Messrs Cameron, Weidon & DBrewin,
Barristers, etc.,

Sterling Tower Building,
Toronto, 1, Ontarios

Attention: *r. ¥, A, Drewin

Dear lr. Brewin,

I have your letter of February l1l7th
cexcerning the claims of Japanese Canadians,

In your letter you stated that you
would be pleased to have an opportunity of discussing
this matter before machinery is set up to deal with

claimss I will be glad to see you if you can find it
convenient to be in Ottawa, and would suggest that
before coming y.-u contact me for an aprointuent,

Y. urs S.L?t.;cerelv; =
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OTTAWA, February 24th, 1947.

Legal Section
KWW/MVT

Mr. W. 0. Davis,
Private Secretary,
Secretary of State.

I return herewith your memorandum of 19th
instant, as well as Mr. Brewin's letter of 17th instant,
and copy of Bill, which he says will be reintroduced during

the present Congress.

I spoke to the Minister on Saturday and it !
was decided that Mr. Brewin's request for an interview 7,8
not be denied. I have, therefore, prepared the attached
letter for the Honourable Mr. Gibson's signature and have

given careful thought to the wording of the reply for the
following reasons:

(1) No doubt the Minister's letter will be published
in the next issue of "THE NEW CANADIAN™, a Japanese

newspaper published in Wirnipeg.

(2) We cannot too often stress the idea the Japanese
are prone to lose sight of, i.e., that interests
apart from thelr own must be considered.

The reply indicates clearly that Mr., Brewin wants
to see the Minister. No one may suggest that the
Secretary of State requested such an interview.

K. W, Wright.




OTTAWA, February 24th, 1947.

Vessrs. Cameron, Weldon & Brewin,
Barristers & Solicitors,

Sterling Tower,
TORONTO 1, Ontario.’

Attention: Mr, ¥. A. Brewin.

Dear Mr. Brewin:

ke: Claims by persons of the Japanese Iace
evacuated from the protected area of
BRITISH COLUMBIA,

I have for acknowledgment your communication of
17th instant and wish to thank you for sending me a Bill wvhich
you state is likely to be reintroduced to Congress.

The matter of claims made by the Japanese in

respect to thelr property is belng reviewed by the
but you will appreclate that there are many questions

Covernment
of detail

to be considered before final decisions are reoached.,

Our aim is to resolve a difficult problem in

such & manner that will serve the interests of the gountry as
a whole and in doing so preserve the principles of falrness

and justice.

I note your desire totalk the matter over with

me and I will be pleased to see you but suggest that you
telephone my Secoretary for an appointment a few days in edvance

of your arrival.
Yours very truly,

KWW/MVT




February 24, 1947.

Doctor E. H. Coleman,
Deputy Custodian of Enemy Property,
Department of the Secretary of State,

r<s ~a+taria Ruilding
1_‘.‘ k:'-_-.\' L € JL.‘._L¢L«lI‘1:JJ ]
|

v
7 O'Connor Street,

I am enclosing herewith a letter received
Diamond City, Alberta, who

of the Prime Minister's

and is claiming

at Mission, B.C.

from K. Nishiyama of
has apparently heard
statement of January 24, 1947,
compensation for his property

I have acknowledged Nishiyama's letter

and advised him that I am referring it to you.

Yours very truly,

Bk b B

A. MaecNamarsa.
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DEPARTMENT OF

a SECRETARY OF STATE

MEMORANDUM

Mr. Wright.

Dr. Coleman had some corres-
pondence with Mr. Anderson on
January 16th. Do you think the
attached should be answered now
or should it be held for Dr. Coleman?
If you think it might be held per-

haps you will return the letter to
me so that I may send an interim

acknowledgment.

Ottawa, Feb. 22, 194 @,
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DOMINION COMMAND
OTTAWA. CANADA

21st February,

P. 0. BOX 657
CaABLE Apprirss: CANLEG

Dr. E. H. Coleman, K.C.,
Deputy Custodian of Enemy Property,

Secretary of State Department,

Victoria Building,
7 O'Connor Street,

Ot t awa.

Re: H.45130 - Goro Suzuki,
430 E, Cordova Street,
Vancouver, B. C,

Dear Dr. Coleman;

Information contained in your cor-
respondence of January l16th has been brought to the
attention of the Secretary of our British Columbia
Command. The Command has noted that the property
was assessed at $500,00, but was sold to the Director
of Veterans Land Act for the sum of $280.00. It is
somewhat difficult to understand why the property
should be sold for less than the assessed value., We
believe it is general practice for municipalities to
assess property at something less than its actual sale
value. We also believe the Government has generally
agreed that where it can be shown that such properties
were disposed of at considerably less than their sale

values an adjustment will be made,

We would appreciate your advice regard-
ing the possibility of an adjustment being made in the

case of Suzuki.

Yours sipecerely,

T.D. Anderson,
ASSISTANT GENERAL SECRETARY.

“They served till death! Why not we?"
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February 17, 1947.

Honourable Colin Gibson,
secretary of State,

Ottawa, Canada.
Re: Japanese Canadlans

Dear Colonel Gibson:

We ere representing the Co-operative
committee on Japanese Canadians. We wrote to the
Prime Minister on January 30th following his press
release in regard to the matter of the Japaneseé can-
adians and told him that we were most anxious tO
learn what machinery it is proposed to set up to én-
sble those affected to present thneir clalms for com-
pensation where the sale of their property was made
at less than a fair market value. I have to-day re-
ceived from the Prime Minister a letter stating that
the metter is under consideration, and that you will
be sending us further information in the near future.

Tn the meantime for your interest, I am
sending to you a bill approved by the Senate Judiciary

committee and passed by the Senate of the United States
congress with unenimous consent on July 29th. This bill
did not become law because in the House of Representatives
after passing the House Judiclary Committee, 1t met Oppos-
ition by a California congressman and it could not come

up for discussion without unanimous consent. Ve under-
stand that it is likely to be reintroduced during the pres-
ent congress. We are sending you a copy of this bill for
your consideration when similar machinery is set up dealing
with the same problem in Canada.

We are not suggesting thet our machinery should

fo}low precisely with that proposed to be set up in the
United States, but we believe that the bill will be helpful.

- Our clients have already collected a very great
deal of informajflon in regard to the claims of the Japanese
Cangdians, and (we )would be very pleased to have the oppor-
tunity of discussing unls material with you at any conven-
ient time, S0 that we may if possible be of some assistance
é? yegard to the machinery to be set up to deal with these

aims.

Yours very truly,
CAMERON,WELDON & BREWIN

per -f%iﬂéi4ébJ¢v*




