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SECRET Ottawa, Jamary 8th, 194l |
CABINET WAR COMMITTEE
G . A meeting of the War Committee of the 4
| Cabineét was held in the Prime Minister's Office
in the East Block, on Wednesday, Januar!‘theﬁtﬁ, |

at 3 pele
There were present the following nemfbpié'sz'

The Prime Minister, o SEome 0 e

The Minister of Mines and Resources (lir, Crerar Ys

The Minister of Justice (lir. Iapointe), |

The Minister of Finance (Mrs Iisleyl)y @

The Minister of National Defence for S ‘
Naval Services (Mr, Macdonald) ot

The Under-Secretary of Statefornxt.amalv.m S
Affairs (Dr. Skelton), =
The Secretary (Mre Heenoy)e = &

Greenland -
Estsblishment of Alr Base, Alrcraft Wireless
| and Heteorological Stations G

.‘ e e S

1, The Prime Minister enquired as to the
status of the proposals of the Ue Ko govermment for
the establishment in Greenland of an air base and
aircraft wireless and meteorological stations. These
proposals had been mentioned at the last meeting of
the Committee and it had been decided ‘that they should
be the subject of dlscussions with the U, S. govermment.

2, The Under-Secretary of State for External
) | Affairs reported that it now appeared © thi

ne pro-
vision of an aerodrome at the south end of Greenland &
was regarded by the U. K. govermment as a matter of
urgency because of the large number of aircraft on
order in the United States. . | .
Tt should be bornme in mind that to establish an
air base in Greenland would mean a complete change

policye So far the policy had been one of €O=¢ rgtion
and assistance; the present proposals involved s

occupation.
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to the plant in quUesST1ON NaV.iiy allsauy wowvi
established by the Order-in-Council authorizing the
building and equipping of* the plante
. 25 2@@ Secretary was, accordingiy,.“Aivv
directed to refer the request to Treasury Boarde

No. 1 Neurological Hoag}tall_R.C.AamaC.

-

26, Mr, Macdonald, 2s Acting Minister of
Munitions end Supply, submitted a recommendation of
The Minister of National Defence, for approval of
expenditure up to £62,000 for the refitting of
Hackwood Park, which had been made aveilable for the
use of this unite.

o7. After explenation by Mr. Macdonald, the
recormendation, in this respect, of the Minister of
National Defence, was epproved in principle, and
referred to Treasury Board, fopﬂexamination in detail,

Army Tradesmens School

28, Mr., Macdonald, for 'the Minister of
National Defence, reported that the department now
Tecommended that the Army Tradesmens School, for the
establishment of which approval had already been
given, should be located at Hamilton, instead of at
Kingston. Tt was said that e substantial saving could
be effected by the use of existing buildings in
Hamiltone | -

29, Mr. Macdonald was inclined to think
that a measure of decentralization might result in
the facilities of the Army Tradesmens School being
more sultable for post-war purposes; at his suggestion,
‘decision in this respect was, accordingly, deferred.

Orientals in British Columbia

| 30, The Prime Minister, having retired from
the meeting to interview the Japanese Minister,
returned and reported that he had thought it advisable
to inform M. Yoskizawa of the government's conclusions

-
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with regard to Japanese in British Columbia before
any public announcement were made. The only comment
made by the Minister, upon being shown the draft .
press release, was that Japanese Canadians regretted
-that they were not permitted to serve in the armed
forces, . \

-

Floating Dry-dock at Halifax

31. The Secretary reported that Treasury Board
had submitted To the Committee, for decision in principle,
a request of the Department of Munitions and Supply, :
for approval of an expenditure of approximately
#3,000,000, estimated cost of the construction of a
floating dry-dock at Halifax. \

N

. 32, Mr, Macdonald explained the reasons which
made necessary the provision of additional facilities _
for ship repairs on the Atlantic Coast. While Canads
had sufficient dockage available for normal times, . RS
facilities were not sdequate for war purposes, and to
meet. the increased burden upon Atlantic ports during ,
the winter season. If operations in the Atlantic were
extended further westward, an additional dry-dock at
Halifax would be essential and would be welcomed by
the British Admiraltye.

23, The Prime Minister observed that Halifax °
had already assumed great Importance as a vital Empire
port, in connection with the war effort. The proposal
appeared to be an appropriate one, though as he had
remarked previously, he did not feel that further large
commit@ents should be undertaken until the Committee
were in a position to make an informed judgment upon
all the requirements of the three Services.

34, After further discussion, in which members
of the Committee expressed general agreement with the
recommendation, it was decided to defer final decision
until the Committee were in a position to deal with
the prograrmes, of all: three Services; meantime the
recormendation was referred, for study, to Treasury
Board. : - :

Accommodation for members of the forces on leave =
2 aXe :
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