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FROM: THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, OTTAWA
THE CANADIAN AMBASSADOR TO THE UNITED STATES, WASHINGTON

TO:
CYPHER e
NO. e D ) s " '____\
Ottawa, June 14,*1944.5 * Y _‘”‘>Lx
[od]

Your WA-3405 of June 3rd, relative tU"WEpaneaeh

nt complaints of maltreatment of Japanese in

Governme
Canada.

Under date of Feburary 9th, 1944, the Consul General
of Spain in charge of Japanese interests forwarded the

following note from the Japanese Govemrnment: -

"From report made by Japanese subjects who returned
home from Canada through second exchange of requirements
arranged between Japan and United States of Americarit has
come to knowledge of Japanese Government that such unfitting
means of compulsion as are described in following paragraph
were employed by Canadian authorities/on Japanese subject
engaged in labour in internment camps. Moreover, maltreat-
ment which Japanese internees underwent was apparently
inflicted upon them in discrimination from other nationals.
Japanese Government therefore lodge protest with Canadian

d of them fair and just treatment

Government, and deman
be accorded to Japanese internees.

in early part of May 1943 at Immigration

!
1. When’
# Office where Japanese residents were retained, and
a\) _on first July of seme year at Ottawa prisoner of war
’ camps, they gathered upstairs to discuss matters relating
At

- latter place, camp authorities ordered them to
/in courtyard for rollcall within ten minutes, and threatened

/ to shoot them unless they complied with order, At Anglers
internment camp in early part of July 1943 sentry pointed
his bayonet at Japanese internee: to.urge him to work, and

wounded him in hip. These are instances of means of
compulsion inflicted with arms on unarmed internees.

Protest has alregdy been lodged against forced

2
evacuation of majority of Japanese residents in British
Columbia to interior, Canadian Government compulsorily

disposed of landed estate of these evacuees. No such
steps have apparently been taken in respect of property

of nationals belonging to other Axis Powers, they must be
construed as having taken with sole purpose of persecution

Japanese residents."
On April 8th, the following reply was addressed

AN\ to their work, sentries fired at them from below,.
\\§ line up




T have the honour to refer to your Note No.
99, J.8 of February 9, transmitting the text of a Note
on behalf of the Government of Japan, with regard to the
treatment of Japanese nationals in Canada. The Japanese
g the treatment

Note makes cettain charges concernin
accorded to Japanese interned in Canada and the disposition
I have had inquiries made by the approp-
t on these charges.

of thelir property.
riate authorities and have received a repor

Dealing first with the matters set forth in
paragraph 1 of the Japanese Note, the facts established
by the inquiry show that there is no foundation in fact
for any of the charges.

The second paragraph of the Japanese Note relates
to the treatment of the ppoperty of Japanese residents

ted from the coastal

in British Columbia who were evacua
area to the interior. This movement was necessary for

security reasons, and the subsequent disposition of the

property owned by the persons evacuated from the coastal
area was made for the purpose of safeguarding the interests

of the owners, as their property would be subject to rapid
during their prolonged absence.
panese

deterioration in value
The action taken protected the interests of the Ja
residents concerned, and it did not, in any sense, involve
persecution, br discrimination against Japanese residents
as compared with nationals of other Axis Powers,.

It is a matter to be regretted that repatriated
Japanese have miminformed their Government with regaré

to the treatment of Japanese nationals in Canada.

I should be grateful if you would bring this
information to the attention of the Government of Japan,

in order that it may be recognized that the Canadian
Government has, at all times, accorded just and humane
treatment, without diserimination, to all Japanese nationals,

whether interned or not."
On April 24th, -the Consul General of Spain transmitted

the following note on behalf of the Japanese Government:-

"The Japanese Government does not consider satis-
factory the reply of the Cenadian Government dated

April 8th of the current year; reiterating protest
against the Government of Canada concerning treatment

of Japanese residing in Canadaj; and declares to reserve

for itself all rights that might be demanded in the
future from the Canadian Government for damages suffered

by the subjects of the Japanese Empire, resulting from
Canadian injustices such as forcing them to evacuate to the
interior and putting their real property under compulsory

measures.”



It is not known what prompted the Japanese Govern-

ment to take issue on these matters at this particular

juncture, Presumably it was done for the purpose of
attempting to establish a balance against complaints
eatment

lodged by United Nations authorities against tr
of their nationals in Japanese hands. In following

the mexim that "offence is the best defence™ Japan

apparently decided that the most effective defence against
United Nations charges was the lodging of complaints

of the nature above recited.
The Japanese authorities undoubtedly expected

that the second exchange of nationals would produce
considerable evidence of maltreatment of Japanese nationals

in Canada., The fact that the particular instances of

maltreatment are false (and are recognized to be false

by the Japen ese spokesman of the internment camp) indicatex
the deception of the Japanese authorities in learning of

the basically good treatment extended to Japanese in Canada.,
You may make this exchange of notes available

to the United States Department of State if you deem

it advisable,
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS.
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MONTREAL. April 24, [1944.

- —
CONSULADO GENERAL DE ESPANA

PROTECCIONES

SPECIAL DELIVERY

No. 294
J .26

Sir,
With reference to your Note No. J.1l8 of April

8th and to mine No. J.19 of April 1llth, I have the honour,

under instructions received from Madrid, to present to the

Canadian Government the following Note:

/;’ "The Japanese Government does not consider satis-
factory the reply of the Canadian Government dated

April 8th of the current year; reiterating protest
against the Gevernment of Canada concerning treatment

of Japanese residing in Canada; and declares to re-
serve for itself all rights that might be demanded in

the future from the Canadian Government for damages

suffered by the subjects of the Japanese Empire,
resulting from Canadian injustices such as forcing
them to evacuate to the interior and putting their

real property under compulsory measures."”

I should be highly obliged if you wouid be good

enough to acknowledge this Note at your early convenience.

I have the honour to be,

Bir,

Your obedient servant,

The Under-Secretary of State
for External Affairs,
Ottawa, Ontario.

i
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Ottawa, April 8, 1944, N

w.g [8.

811'.-
I have the honour to refer to your Note No. 99, J.8

of February 9, transmitting the text of a Note on behalf

of the Government of Japan, with regard to the treatment
of Japanese nationals in Canada.. The Japanese Note makes
certain charges concerning the treatment accorded to Japanese

interned in Canada and the disposition of their property.
I have had inquiries made by the appropriate authorlties

and have received a report on these charges.
Dealing first with the matters set forth in

paragraph 1 of the Japanese Npote, the facts established
by the inquiry show that there is no foundation in fact

for any of the charges.
The second paragraph of the Japanese Note relates

to the treatment of the property of Japanese residents

in British Columbia who were evacuated from the coastal

area to the interior. This movement was necessary for

security reasons, and the subsequent disposition of the
- property owned by the persons evacuated from the coastal
area was made for the purpose of safeguarding the interests

of the owners, as their property would be subject to rapid

deterioration in value during their prolonged absence. The

actlion taken protected the interests of the Japanese residents
concerned, and it did not, in any sense, involve persecution,
or discrimination against Japanese residents as compared

with nationals of other Axis Powers.

The Consul General of Spain
in charge of Japanese interests,

Sun Life Building,
Montreal, Quo.
(over)
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It is a matter to be regretted that repatriated

Japanese have misinformed their Government with regard

to the treatment of Japanese nationals in Canada.
I should be grateful if you would bring this

information to the attention of the Government of Japan,
in order that it may be recognized that the Canadian
Government has, at all times, accorded just and humane

treatment, without discrimination, to all Japanese nationals,

whether interned or not.
I have the honour to be,

311’.
Your obedient Servant,

Under-Secretary of State
for External Affairs.,
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Sir:
1 have the honour to refer to your Note No. 99, J 8

of February 9, transmitting the text of a Note on behalf

of the Government of Japan, with regard to the treatment of
The Japanese Note makes certain

Japanese nationals in Canada.
charges concerning the treatment accorded to Japanese

interned in Canada and the disposition of their property.
I have had inquiries made by the appropriate authorities and

have received a report on thé “various charges, made—ia—&he

Japerese—HoTe,

Dealing first with the matters set forth in paragraph

1 of the Japanese Note, the facts established by the inquiry
show that there is no foundation in fact for any of the

charges.
The second paragraph of the Japanese Note relates to

the treatment of the property of Japanese residents in Britsh
Columbia who were evacuated from the coastal area to the interior.
This movement was necessary for security reasons, and the
subsequent disposition of the property owned by the persons
evacuated from the coastal area was made for the purpose of

safeguarding the interests of the owners, as in—keost—0686S

their property would be subject to rapid detericoration in value
(x;F(VJK\
during their prolonged absence. The action taken the

interests of the Japanese residents concerned, and it did not,
3 “ v
in any sense, involve persecution’or discrimination dar~,n-

Japanese residents as compared with nationals of other Axis

Powers.
It is a matter to be regretted that repatriated

Japanese have misinformed their Government with regard to the



treatment of Japanese nationals in Canada.
I should be grateful if you would bring this inform-

o the attention of the Government of Japan, in order

ation t
t the Canadian Government has,

that it may be recognized tha

at all times, accorded just and humane treatment, without

diserimination, to all Japanese nationals, whether interned

AT,
or at—ITIDEriy~-
I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Secretary of State
for External Affairs.
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TO: The Consul General of Spain Eﬁgﬁg on 1944
in charge of Japanese lnterests, ’ :
o Sun Life Building, //S;f ‘U@ﬁ//////
Montreal, Rue. /
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NO. J :
Sir, A l/ o % < /(’M,4 X M
I have the Honour to T fer to your note No., 99 J 8

nsmitting the text of a note on behalf

of February 9th, tra
pan relative to the treatment of

of the Govemnment of Ja
Japanese nationals 1n Canada. e
g i 10 3¢Ld. 4y
T am able to make a categorical denial oq the e
; N ‘ _g_"'.d?zx

allegations contained therein. .
r been fired

No internee of Japanese Tace has eve
The f alisty of the allegation

upon by Canadian sentries.
that Canadian sentries fired from below on Japanese

residents "gathered upstairs" at a prisoner of war camp

is apparent from the fact, known to yourself, that there

are no places occupied by internees of Japanese race

which have a second story or mpstairs.
There is no foundation to the complaintthat Japanese

internees were ordered to line up within ten minutes

under threat of being fired upon. No such incident has

occurred in the Angler Internment camp at any time since
it has been used for the accommodation of the Japanese.
Nor is there any foundation for the allegation that

a Japanese internee during the early part of July, 1943,

received a bayonet wound in the hip from a Canadian

sentry urging him to work. \

The facts are:
(1) The present Commandant, who took command

of the camp on July 3rd, 1943, states that no
AN

internee has ever been hreatened with a bayonet

during his command, and that his staff aba ; that

no such incident has happened at any time in Angler

Internment Camp.,
(2) Escorts or sentries guarding fatigue or

working parties have not during the command of the
(over)
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present Commandant or his predecessor, fixed

bayonets for such duty.
There is no record in the hospital of any bayone

(3)
Angler Internment

wound being reported at any time in
Camp. This is supported by the Camp Medical Officer.
Furthermore, the Camp Spokesman, Takikozu TANAKA,

t before the Camp Commandant and witnesses

made a statemen
to the effect that the allegations set forth in paragraph No.

1 of the text of the note transmitted by you are untrue
Inasmuch as

so far as Angler Internment Camp is concerned.
no Japanese were interned elsewhere in Canada than at Angler

Internment Camp during the perlod referred to, it is apparent

that the report made by the repatriated Japanese is entirely

false.
The forced evacuation of the majority of Japanese

residents in British Columbia (to which objection is made in
paragraph No, 2 of the note under reference) resulted from the
fact that the Japanese resident; in Canada were almost entirely
concentrated 1n;%£; Province of British Columbia which, following
the outbreak of war between Canada and Japan, became a strategic

military area. The fact that Japanese nationals, as well as

a considerable number of Canadian nationals of Japanese
racial origin, had earlier manifested a loyalty to Japan,

which might be reasonably expected to be demonstrated in the form
of activities detrimental to the prosecution of the war by Canada,

rendered it necessary to place Japanese nationals and Canadian

natiorals of Japanese racial origin in districts outside the

strategic military area. The subsequent disposition of property

owned by such persons was made for the purpose of safe-guarding
the interests of the owners because, in most cases, such property

would deteriorate greatly in value in the prolonged absence of

the owners. It is categorically denied that such steps involve

any persecution of Japanese residents or any discrimination



jonals of other Axis powers.

against them in favour of nat
in was German OT Italian

Residents of Canada whose racial orig
re not concentrated in any particular sect

herefore not found in any strategic area 1
Those who were

jon of Canada

we
n such

and were t

numbers as to require large scale evacuation.
rity of Canada were placed 1in

regarded as dangerous to the secu

The others remained under surveillance imn

internment camps.

ir
the’places of nu@rmal residence.
if you would cause this information

I would be grateful

to be transmitted to the Government of Japa
y be removed any apprehension caused by these false

n in order that

there ma
allegations, and in order that the Government of iapan
Ty measure

may know that the Canadian Government is taking eve
possible in order to insure that Japanese nationals in
Canada are afforded the best treatment possible under the

circumstances in order to insure their health and welfare.

-~

I heve the honour to be,

Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

Under-8ecretary of State
for External Affairs,

/
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COMPLAINTS OF JAPANESE CONSUL GENERAL ,

REGARDING TREATMENT OF JAPANESE.

1. The most constant complaint is that the relief paid , ?/
3Ub¢-AD- 1 d

to Japanese is not adequate.
Cigorous
2. Less constant but more nzﬁei is the complaint that ;7 4;7

Japanese civilians are compelled to work while Cenadians

in Japanese hands are not so compelled.
3. Japanese Government é;gyl formally against whole

evacuation policy.
fa 3
4, Japanese Government ?a;éa';“é formally against general

housing and living condition in interior of British Columbila.

Particularly schooling is said to be too limited.

Se

6. A clothing allowance is requested.

7. Pay and assignment cheques are late in arrival
8. Recreation facilities are much limited.

9. Sandon is the leasifsatisfactory the cost of living

Mm‘h—
being higher and being @ danger of being cut & in Winter.

Slocan is said to be over-crowded.

10.
A major complaint is that the Japanese do not understand

ll.
what arrangements have been made concerning the property

they left behind them.

12. A constant complaint respecting internees is that assurances
made to the Consul General that special food would be provided

for them - have not been kept. Consul General says that Soy

bean sauce, is monopolized by Chinese who have raised price

from $3 to $15. 42;
é Coogen’ ool
4f’:2;§?§;;?<nau—an/¢a~ ‘”"‘;'JQLJE%,

V(74 (/zﬁ



13. On behalf of internees complaint is also made

that mail takes a month to reach their relatives.

Tneidentally Consul General mentioned delay in his

own mail.
consul General complains about method of

14.
He thinks he

selecting leaders in settlements.

should be a party in the selection.
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE UNDER SECRETARY : Cr”"_l ) ]
el ] |- SR

[St.b.___t...

Telling Japan how well we treat Japanese
in Canada.

I am not sure that I grasp the point of the
attached letter or what part the wWartime Information
Board is to play in telling the Japanese Government
how well its nationals are treated in Canada. To
take this line in the Canadian Press would probably
be to defeat this end by raising & public demand for
I am not aware that the Wartime

harsher measures.
Information Board issues releases in Japan.

THe best bit of work which has jbeen done SO

far along the lines suggested by Dr. Parsons was the
1y by the Consul General

trip of inspection made in Ju
of Spain and the Delegate in Canada of the International
Red Cross to Japanese camps and settlements in the West.
Both these gentlemen returned what were on the whole

The photographs which have

very satisfactory reports.
been supplied them since should reinforce their

reports.

If the policy of placating the Japanese
is to be pursued some of the things to be done are
to tell the Custodian of Enemy rroperty to be a little

more liberal in the application of his regulations
affecting Japanese, to tell the Commissioner of Internment

Opemtions that the internment camp at Angler is to be a
model camp and to allow fe more reliable Japanese,
subject to security considerations, to settle in and
take work in eastern communities away from the defence
area. The more quietly these measures can be

effected the better,but I think you first have to sell
the policy to Mr. McLarty, Mr. Mitchell and Colonel
Ralston and then to other members of the VWar Committee.
In short the more I think about this letter the less

I see the reason for it.

favourable

AJV.R



CONSULADO GENERAL DE ESPANA MONTREAL. February 9, 1944.
PROTECCIONES
No, 99 {
J.8 {"J r ‘ U"
SPECIAL DELIVERY | 3y 4. HD-Yoc
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Sir,

In compliance with the request of the Japanese
Legation at Madrid, contained in a cable received from
my Government to-day, I have the honour to transmit
to you the following Note:

/(;§/ "From report made by Japanese subjects who
returned home from Canada through second exchange
of requirements arranged between Japan and United
States of America it has come to knowledge of
Japanese Government that such unfitting means of
compulsion as are described in following para-
graph were employed by Canadian authorities on
Japanese subjects engaged in labour in intern-
ment camps. Moreover maltreatment which Japanese
internees underwent was apparently inflicted
upon them in discrimination from other nationals,
Japanese Government therefore lodge protest with
Canadian Government, and demand of them fair and just
treatment be accorded to Japanese internees,

1% When, in early part of llay 1943 at Immigration
Office where Japanese residents were retained, and
on first July of same year at Ottawa prisoner of war
camps, they gathered upstairs to discuss matters
relating to their work, sentries fired at them from
below. At latter place, camp authorities ordered
them to line up in courtyard for rollcall within
ten minutes, and threatened to shoot them unless
they complied with order. At Anglers internment
camp in early part of July 1943 sentry pointed his
bayonet at Japanese internee to urge him to work,
and wounded him im hip, These are instances of

means of compulsion inflicted with arms on unarmed
internees.

2 Protest has already been lodged against forced
evacuation of majority of Japanese residents in
British Columbia to interior., Canadian Government
compulsorily disposed of landed estate of these
evacuees, No such steps have apparently been taken

The Under-Secretary of State
for External Affairs,
Ottawa, Ontario,



CONSULADO GENERAL DE ESPANA MONTREAL.

PROTECCIONES

G2

in respect of property of nationals belonging to
other Axis Powers, they must be construed as having
peen taken with sole purpose of persecution Japanese
residents." -

I should be highly obliged if you would be
good enough to acknowledge this Note at your earliest
convenience,

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obediept servant,

Consu
in charge of Japanese interests



COPY DOMINIONS OFFICE
Downiné otreet,
t 'w. ll
WF. 290/1/1. 17th March, 1943,

Dear Ignatieff, S

_ Would you please refer to vour lettber C.A.S. % /9 of

the 28th January, and my letter of tLhe 2nd March, on the =

question whether the Spanish Congul-Yeneralls regor-’u on trips
v m e

of inspection to Japanege camps and seltlements |
his staff in July last, and the reoly from ths Canadis

A 1 Governmgnt to ihe Japanese protest, were in fact
’ the Japanese Fmbassy in Madrid Lo Tokyo and their rece
acknowledyged. |

H.M, Embassy at Madrid have now been informed by
Eganish Hinlst.r{ for Foreign affairs that as far as
1l their reports have been passed on to lokyo by the J
Embassy in Madrid.  Although they do not Liink ackne
have been received to all the communications to Jap
gave the British Embassy a co%_of a telegram from !
which cop{hls' enclosed, contalinin t.ae Japanese Gov
rzply to the commmlca_ﬁwn from the CLanadian Goverm
to in t.e_,lﬁfram No. 2362 of 19th December from the D
bxternal Affairs to you, of which you sent us @ cop
of the Japanese Government's Lelogram has already b
b{ ba% to bhs Spanish Consul-General at Montraal fo
tlon to the Canacian' Governument. .

The Spanish Ministry for Fore-ign Affairs ec
receipt of this reply as sufficient evi'gnce that tl
- com.gicatmﬂ to the Japanese Government have all
They have further, statsd that in any case they has
of communicating with Lheir representatives in” Tokye
by telegraph or through the Japanese themselves, the:
service having completely broken down. e

Yours sincemly, .
(sgd.) Norman E&. Arbher.

+ G IGNATIEFF, ESQ.




Imperial Japanese Government acknowledge receipt of
Canadian Government's reply to their recent protest concerning
treatment accorded Japanese residents in Lanada by Canadian
euthorities’ and take note thaf Canadian Governmen¥ are-interested
to learn source of information regarding facts pointed out in

- aforesaid protest. ' Japanese Governmenl “took as basis of protests
reports presented to them by non-official residents in Canada who
revurned to Japan by first exchange ghip. These reports consist
of facts supplied by Japanese who had to evacuate from protected
areas, including those ascertained through investigation of
settlements and working camps by Japanese security committee
and naturalised Japanese Canadian association who actually co-
operated in evacuation, and, particularly, facts contained in
report of personal experiences at Yallow Head and Red Pass made
bKer. Sdippes Katsukawa, one of those who returned by exchange
ship mentioned above, According to these reports, man{ oSt
Japanese who were thsically f1t to work were summoned to local

olice station, and ordered’ to evacuate within definite period

w0 working camp %rgscribed by authorities. During this period,
there were reported many cases in which they forcea, at point of
revolver, to sign contract Dapers stipulating for pa{men of (1)
o5 cents per day as charge for meals and (117 20 doliars er
month for remittance for maintenance of their families out o)
Wages which they were to receive for their road work. Some
bersons were interned on account of their refusal to go to_ﬁ@ﬁking
camp, while in all cases Japanese ordered to evacuate protected
areas were not Eermitted to _express any preference regarding
regions to which they should remove. T 2y were simply forced to
go to working camp prescribed by authorities to do prescribed
work.  This cannot be called b any other name than enforced

abour, Canadian Government state that they have never interned

had to construct and prefare hutments, beds, baths, apd 1avater¥es
etc. for themselves. = Electric and heating system within camp
was primltive and inadequate, Although price for meal at camp
was_fixed at 25 cents, meals served were of such cheap and po
%uallty, much below value of 25 cents, owing in all probabiljty
0 corrupl practices among camﬁ officials, Lhat hany persong °
suffered from diarrhoea and there also occurred many cases of
appendicitis. On other hand, as regards medical es{ablishment
there was only one hutment hospital which was under Constpwctian
at Red Pass, for seventeen hundred Japanese who were at some 17
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Ottawa, March 22, 1943.

Sir,

I have the honour to refer to your despatch
No. 2 J2 of January 4th, 1943, conveying a protest from
the Japanese Government against alleged mistreatment
of Japanese nationals in Canada.

At the time this despateh was received, an
officer of this Department, accompanying the Delegate
in Canada of the International Red Cross Committee, was
making a tour of the Japanese settlements in the West.
A similar trip was in prospeet shortly afterwards for your
Consul in Vancouver, lir. de Kobbe. I deferred answering
your despateh until the reports of these various officers
to their respective principals had been received. Mr,
de Kobbe has now finished his trip and I do not doubt
that he has sent you a full report of it.

The Government of Canade fully believes
that the best way to answer complaints against the
treatment of Japanese nationals in this country is to
ensure that the Japanese Government receives reliable
reports based on the investigations of impartial persons.
The reports sent to Japan by you, as representative of the
Protecting Power, are of course what must be chiefly relied
upon to present the truth to the Japanese Government. You
were good enough to send to this Department a copy of the
report which you wrote after your own visit to the Western

The Consul General of Spain
in charge of Japanese interests,
Sun Life Building,
MONTREAL, P.Q.




Settlements last summer and I presume you have from time toO
time sent despatches on particular subjects. It is a cause
of deep regret and some surprise to the Government of Canada
that these reports seem to have had so little effect upon the
degree of understanding of the situation in Canada which the

Japanese Government, judging by their protest, appear to possessS.

You will, perhaps, permit me to make a request in this connection.
Would it be possible for you to ascertain whether, in fact, the
Government of Japan has acknowledged the receipt of the report of
your Western trip which you sent to your Government at Madrid in

of
the summexr/ 1942, It is presumed that the representative of the

Spanish Government in Tokyo ocould easily make thi® enquiry if the
information does not exist in Madrid.

I turn now specifically to the Japanese protest
contained in your despateh No. 2/J2. The substantial truth in
this despateh is that Japanese nationals in Canada were compulsorily
removed from the so-called "protected area"™ near the Pacifie Coast.
This was an area susceptible to attack by the enemy and as an
ordinary military precaution, it was necessary to remove nationals
of enemy countries. There is no need to apologize for this
procedure, common to all countries in wartime.

The piecture glven in the Japanese protest of the
method of evacuation and the treatment of evacuated Japanese, is
substantially untrue. Physical force was not used in the
evacuation, revolvers wers not pointed at the Japanese, nor was
any form of firearm or ather weapon employed. 4t is true that for
the first few weeks, the accommodation in the work camps was less
comfortable than it now is. But it was never of a lower standard
than that prevailing in work camps generally in this country.
Workmen in Cenada, for many years, have been accustomed to living
for short pericds, not only in conditions similar to those in
which the Japanese first lived, but indeed in the very bunk cars,

of standard construction, used by the Japanese there. These cars
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are still being used by the Oceidental construction erews across
Canada; there are cars in which the men have their sleeping quarters
and there are cook-house cars where their meals are served. For
short periods of Occupancy, these cars are not uncamfortable. AS
you are aware, they were soon replaced by more substantial and
permanent quarters which Mr. de Kobbe must have seen.

At no time was there lack Oof medical care and
attention for the Japanese. It is impossible, from the nature of
things, to have a doetor in each small construetion unit but
doctors visit the units whenever Decessary, and dental and medical
care is always available,

The food served to the Japanese is of the same high
Qquality es that given to occldental eonstruetion crews. There is
no good reason why persons paid for working should not pay for
their meals and the amount charged for the meals is, in fact, less
than their cost price. Nor is there any reason why Japanese in good
employment should not contribute toward the upkeep of their families.
The system of requiring Jepanese in road camps to asaign.monni to
their femilies rests on a sound prineiple and it is proposed to
continue it,

As to the allegation that Japanese are compelled
elther to work or to be interned, nothing could be more contrary to
facts. Your representative must have seen hundreds of families
in the Japansge settlements, no one member of which was working,
and yet all of whom were being suppprted from Government funds,

I am confident that the results of your 1nrastig;t1°n
and those of Mr. de Kobbe and Mr. de Yturraldi will have convingeq
you of the fairness with whieh the Government of Canada treats
Japanese nationals within this country. These standards have been
retained partly from natural motives of humanity, partly from the
desire to secure for our people in the hands of the Japanesge

similar standards of comfort,




It is for this reason that I am @peclally anxious that %he

Japanese Government should be given a true pieture of the

situation in Canada,

I have the homour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

A U Uneg

Cl;tﬂﬁﬂunder Seoretary of State
for External Affairs.
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CONSULADO GENERAL DE ESPANA . 9—7 ,
MONTREAL Montreal, January 4, 1943,
No, 2
R
Sir ¢

I have the honour to inform you that yesterday and by cable
I have received from my Government the reply that the Imperial
Japanese Government give to your note No. J. 95 dated October

27th., This cable reads as follows :

" Imperial Japanese Government acknowledge receipt of
Canadian Government's reply to their recent protest
concerning treatment accorded Japanese residents in
Canada by Canadian Authorities and take note that
Canadian Government are interested to learn source
of information regarding facts pointed out in afore-
said protest, Japanese Government took as bases of
protests reports presented to them by nonofficial
residents in Canada who returned to Japan by first
exchange ship, These reports consist of facts sup-
plied by Japanese who had to evacuate from protec-
ted areas, including those ascertained through inves-
tigation of settlements and working camps by Japanese
Security Committee and Naturalized Japanese Canadian
Association who actually co-operated in evacuation,
and, particularly, facts contained in report of per-
sonal experience at Yellowhead and Red Pass made by
Mr. Shinpei Katsukawa, one of those who returned by
exchange ship mentioned above. According to these
reports, many of Japanese who were physically fit to
work were summoned to local police stations, and
ordered to evacuate within definite period to work-
ing camp prescribed by authorities. During these
period, there were reported many cases in whiclh they
were forced, at point of revolver, to sign contract
papers stipulating for payment of 1l,- Seventy five
cents per day as charge for meals and 2,- Twenty
dollars per month for remittance for maintenance of
their families out of wages which they were to re-
ceive for their road work, Some persons were interned
on account of their refusal to go to working camp,
while in all cases Japanese ordered to evacuate pro-
tected areas were not permitted to express any pref-
erence regarding regions to which they should remove,
They were simply .forced to go to working camp pres-
cribed by authorities to do prescribed work. This
cannot be called by any other name than enforced labour.
Canadian Government state that they have never interned
Japanese merely because of their refusal to perform
enforced labour but because of their refusal to obey
evacuation order. But as evacuation order left them
no choice but to engage in preseribed road work, it
amounts in reality to same thing as their having been
interned because they refused to do enforced labour,

The Under-Secretary of State
for External Affairs,
Ottawa, Ontario.
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At Yellowhe&ad, evacuated Japanese were forced to 1live
in old bunk cars during months after theilr arrival
there and they had to construct and prepare hutments,
peds, baths, and lavatories etc., for themselves,
Rlectric and heating system within camp was primitive
and inadequated. Although price for meal at camp was
fixed at twenty five cents, meals served were of such
cheap and poor quality, much below value of twenty five
cents, owing in all probabilities to corrupt practices
among camp officials, that many persons suffered from
diarrhoea and there also occurred many cases of appern-
dicitis. On other hand, as regards medical establish-
ment, there was only one hutment hospital, which was
ander construction at Red Pass, for seventeen hundred
Japanese who were at some seventeen working camps be=-
ween Blue River, and Jasper, Alberta. Thus, coupled
with inconveniences which affected local traffic,pro-
tection of Japanese who were evacuated to these areas
must be regared as very inadequate, —————8, "

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Pedro Schwartz
Consul General of Spain
in charge of Japanese interests
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Following for From Begins:

Your EX-3321 of December 23, 1942, Publicity regarding

prisoners of war camps in Canada.,

Upon receiving your original message of December 4th, this
matter was discussed very informally with the Special Diyision when
they stated they would inquire around and see what the géneral
reaction to such a scheme would be. Not having heard from them
before the reception of your messgge under reference, a call was
made on the Acting Chief of the Special Division, who, while not
wanting to be quoted, stated that as far as the State Department
was concerned there were strong objections to giving publicity
over the radio concerning the treatment of internees in Japanese
settlements. There has been Some€ rather strong criticism at the way
in which the Japanese have been treated by the American authorities
and the State Department 1s of the opinion that\any broadcasts
Intended for Japenese consumption would not attain i1ts mein purpose
of reaching the Japanese people. They claim that the Japanese will
not for one moment believe any broadcasts coming from the United
States. They will Immediately label any such broadcasts as enemy
propaganda. Meanwhile, 1t is more than likely that broadcasts
intended for Japan will fing their way into the American press and
wlll only increase the bltterness of s« g00od meny Americans at the

fine treatment the Japanese are getting, when they consider that

American citizens cannot even be sent relief supplies,

The State Department's feeling is that broadcasts, which on the
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face of 1t would seem to be an excellent form of prOpaganda, are

likely to be received with great suspicion 1if they come from &an

enemy country.i As stated in previous reports the gtate Department

{s most inslstent upon having the representative of the power
representing Japanese interests in thls countr , visit the camps

where Japanese are interned so that they may report about the good
treatment given the Japanese by the American authorities. This 1s

as a protection for themselves because 1f any complaints are me de T
by the Jagpanese government they can go to the Protecting FPower and
indicate to them that 1t is assumed that complete information about
the good treatment granted the Japanese internees in the United
states has been reported to the Japanese Government. Officlal
reports, they claim, are the one way of combatting adverse publicity
from the enemy side. It is felt, however, that perhaps if the
competent Canadlan and Unlted States officiels, for instance Wartime i
Tnformation Board and the Office of War Informatlion, got together

to discuss this matter they might hold very dif ferent views from

the State Department, but if any approach 1s made to the State

Department officially, this is the general line of reaction we

would receive from them.

The question of publicity has been one€ about which interested
officials seem to agree to disagree and the only way in which this
matter might be tackled to the satisfaction of all concerned would
be to have a discussion between Canadian and American officlals

concerned, especlally 1f we are anxious to synchronize our respective

policies in that respect.

Ends.

- - T s Sas.
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My EX.2783. November 5th. Paragraphs 6 to 8. Publicity
to be given on treatment of Japanese in Canada,

The whole question of publicity on prisoner of war camps in
Canada was considered at a meeting of representatives of the Depart-
ments concerned and 1t was agreed that there should be less secrecy
in this matter. Since all enemy aliens in our hands are being
fairly and humanely treated, it might react to the benefit of our
own prisoners of war in enemy hands if some of the facts were made
known to the enemy.

The meeting agreed that desirable means of propaganda might
include short wave broadcasts to Germany, short wave propaganda to
Japan, subject to agreement of the United States and United Kingdom)
information given to Ottawa correspondents who would be encouraged to

write articles with a view to having the public realize that good

conditions in prisoner of war camps in Canada are beneficial to British

prisoners of war in enemy hands. There is no thought of allowing
newspaper correspondents in camps, publishing photographs of prisoners

of war, permitting stores to be released without submission to

proper Departments, or changing the present policy regarding "hot news".|

I should appreciate learning as soon as possible the attitude
of the United States authorities to the proposed scheme of short

wave broadcasts, especially to Japan.

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS.

(o)

| ?
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Ottawa, December 3rd, 1942.

NG, /7

Sir,

As you are no doubt aware the Japanese radlo in recent
broadcasts has alleged thet the Canadlan euthoritlies are, as
a matter of poliey, meltreatins Japanese subjects in this
countryénge have of course drawn the atiention of the rep-
resentaﬁifc of the Protecting Power for Japanese interests to
the falsity of these charges and requested hlm Yo deny them
in comnunicetion to the Juapcnese Covernuent.

I feel, however, that the truth about the treatment of
Japansse subjects by the Canadian authorities can bes£ be told
by a neutral observer such as yourself, You are acquainted with
the Canadian Departwents admlianistering regulations concerning

the transfer of Jamansese subjects from the delfcuce areas on

the soast, vou have viasited Jepsnese cawps and seltlements and

I understand that a report of your findings has gone forward
to the International Red Cross Commultiee a2t Geneva. I should
be grateful, therefore, if you would request the Conmittee to
l publish your resort in their monthly "Revue" and having done
so zlve suthority Tor a republieatioa or quoitstion in Canada
and elsewhere,
; e should else be gled to have the International Red
| Cross Commsittee publish any subsequent reports which you may
nake regarding the treatuent of Japanese subjects in Canada
enéd will econtinue to offer you every facility to visit Japanese
comnunities anywhere in Canada,

I have the honcur to be,

Sir,
Your obedient servant,

—
N
E.L. Maag, Esq., nder Secretary of State
Delegate in Canada of tne &*\ for External Affairs,
International Red Cross
Comnmittee,

Montreal, P.Q.
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Ottawa, Tovember Sth, 19428,

loe.cli /i
Mre Vining,

This Department is conocerned avout the recent
tendency,which the Japanese Gov ernment appears To ve manifesting,
to pay less and less attentlion 0 the veat prineiples of
international lew regarding the treatment of enewy prisoners
of war and civilians.

Their recent threat to take reprisals inst
United States airmen, thelr refusel to permit representatiNes
of our ‘rotecting Power to visit Canailens at Hong Kong and
delays in transmitting lists of prisoners of war are unwelcoue
departures from the "correct" attitude which the Jaanese
Fforeign Office at the begianing of the wer appeared to be
following.

We had previously noted evidenoce of the
gooé intentlions of the Forelgn Office at Tokyo and agsumed
thet the responsibtility for the ill-treatment of Canzziens
at Hong Kong and other depsrtures from the spirit of the
Conventions rested with the military authoritles or other
Departments of the Japanese Goveranmenb.

fiecently, however, we have received from the |

Spenish Consul Generzl ln charge oF Japanese interests a protest
against the alleged inhuman treatueat of Japunese subjects
ia Cenzdéa by the Cansslan euthorities. The charges were
specious and quite oontrary % the reports which we Know
the Spanish Consul Genersl hed transmitted on conditions among
Jepanese in Canada, We wers therefore able to reply that the
Jupeness Government had obviously been misinforaed and to
requeet the Spanish Consul Jeneral to gorrect the wr:g 1o~
pru::on. which they hed evidently received from ulisl ing
reports.

This protest may have no speclal glgnificance
end may be nothing more them an effort by the Japanese Foreign
office to provide material for domestic prop a. On the
other hand, i1t may mean that the Japanese Jovernment are
considering embarking on the use of frightfulness in thelr
conduct of the war. If 80, they are probabdbly actiag in con
with the other members of the Axis, the shackling of Canadien

soners of war by the Gormans ana of the vituperative

1
Ce Vind .
1"“5@3@%‘3% Qr o Fublig Information,
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propaganda broadcasts from Rome nay be all part of the one
eonsplrecy.

It seems just probable thet the Japanese authoritlies
may really belleve that at least some of the charges of
maltreatnent of Japanese in Canade are true and it is doubtful
whether rebuttzls of these cherges which we have made or the
reporta of the Spanish Consul Genersl receive sufficlent
ciroulation even among Goveranment officials in Japan to
correct these bellefs, As the Canadlan government intend O
continue tresting Japuneee subjects in Ceanada fairly and
humanely and as genercusly as possidle in the hope of securing
falr treatuent for their own nationels in Jepanese hands,
it secus Gesirabdble to spread the truth about the trectuent
of Japanese subjects in Canada =& widely as possible in Japan.

while the shortwave brosdeasts from this Continent or
from Australia would not be accessible to ordinary Japanese
civiliens in Japan, 1t seems probasblé that they woulé be re-
ceived by higher Government officlels and military and naval
officers and would receive some cireulation in reports of the
Jepenese monitoring services, It is generally believed that
the Japanese wish to eurn the respect of other Hations ine-
cluding those with whom they are at ware

The guestion arises whether by the use of ocarefully
designed shortwave broadcasts in Japsnese reach this group
of Japunese Government officlals and officers of thelr aArmy
and Favy, we might not be able %o influence thelr treatusnd
of cnnaeian prisoners of war and civilians. I have in mind
thnet we should proclaim the principles of "correct” behaviour
as between opposing belligerents in the trestment of each other's
nepionals whether prisoners of war or civilisens and tell how
the Canadian Government is adhering to these prineciples. Ve
might glve descriptions of the Japanese settlements, of the
type of country in which they are locuted and of the work
in which the Japanese are ooccupled. Consideration night also
be given to transmitiing reports made DYy Japanese in Canade,
not so much for the consumption of their relatives as it 1s
doubtrful if they would reuch any ordlnary persons in Jag:n
put to pEeSs upon the offieinls and officers wio would af
or read them thut Japanese subjeots in Canada are in rsot bveing
well tresated,

1 should be grateful Af an expression of your views
as to how best to approach tuis problem. Fossibly you night
consider 1t useful to discuss 1t or to have one of your
of fiocers &lscuss 1t with Mr. Rive eand Mr, Stone of this De-
partment and that after a preliminary discussion we might call
an informal meeting of the Departments interested.



In this connection I enclo

of lovember 5th whioh has bee

washington.

.y, LT
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gse copy of our teletype 10, EX-27685
n sent to the Cenadlian Uinister,

Yours sincerely,

Under Seoretary of 3tate
for bxternsl Affalrs.
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SECRET : 2 g Ottawa, November #, 1942.
] ¢
CYPHER N
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1. The Canadian Government are disturbed about reports eminating

from Japan that the Japanese Governmen prog e to brin to trial and

punish United Stateg airmen allegses nBed—and alad znnel
Adn an air raid on Japan. It 1s feared that the

Japanese Government may be considering embarking on a policy of fright-

fulness, In this connection, I may Say that representations were recently
receiéod ¢rom the Spanish Consul General as representative of the
_Protoctin; power for Japanese interests against the alleged 111 treatment
of Japanese subjects in Canada, The charges against the Canadian
Government were speclous and not at all in contornity‘with the report made
by the Spanish Consul General himself after his trip of inspection of
Japanese camps and settlements throughout the Test, That, and other
reports which we have Seell, were on the whole favo /45%0. we know that

he has not transmitted any serious complaints to his Governmonﬁq We were

| able to reply that the Japanese Government had obviously been misinformed
and to request the gpenish Consul ceneral te correct the wrong

impression which they had evidently received from misleading reports.

2e The Cansdian Government policy is as far as possible teo aveid
giving cause for legitimate complaints on the subject of treatment of
Japanese subjects, and to go as far as possible towards meeting complaints
which might sometimes be considered unreasonable, This conciliatory
attitude 1is being maintained in all contacts with the Spanish Consul
general, although recently he has shown a tendency to take objection to
guite reasonable actions by the Canadian suthorities,

. The following is an examples The Consul General asked us for
; [ 1ists of Japanese subjects in various localities in Canada., It was found
impossible to make up definitive lists because of a number of persons
whose nationality was in doubt. Further, a number of Japanese subjects,
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chiefly members of families the majority of whom are Canadian nationals
(eeg., an unnaturalized father or eldest son vhere the other members of
the family were Canadians by birth or naturalized) have refused to
have information about them transmitted to the Consul General of Spainm.
The Canadian suthorities concerned therefore circulated alternative
forms of statement for signature by all Japanese, claiming the
protection of the Spanish representative or refusing his protection,

The Spanish Comsul General has taken streng objection to the eirculation

of tauls form, but on the other hand is still pressing for definitive
lists of Japanese subjectsz,

4 The Canadian authorities intend ss—fsr—ss-possible to maintain
their policy of trenting the Japanesé subjects in Canada as humanely

Al
and fairly,as possiblo. Those on relief are receiving allowances on an

equal footing with Cenadian nationals., It 1s not believed that there is

any serious cause for complaint although the Consul General is pressing
for increased allowances. The possibility of releasing a number of
heads of families from internment and allowing them te rejoin their
families is under consideration and a favourable decision is expected,

5e | It is presumed that the uuitod Statos Govcrnncnx are following

a poliecy more or less parallel to our own, Bowcvor, we would like %o

have confirmation of this, and in particular to be informed whether in

the event of the Japanese taking raﬁwtiuls against United States alrmen
or other POW's in their hands, the United States authorities would con=-
tenplate a change of poliey.

6. It is thought that the Japanese authorities may really believe
the truth of some at least of the charges of mistreatment of Japanese
subjects which they have levied against the Canadlan Government and it
is doubtful whether our rebuttals of these charges and the reports of
the Spanish Consul General receivefy sufficlent circulation even among

Government officials in Japan to correct :3%- impression. Although not

1L

accessible to the ordinary Japanese clv it seems probable that
short wave broadcasts in Japenese on actual conditions among Japanese in
Canada, of) the treatment of Japanese by the Canadian authorities and seo
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on, and possibly some messages from Japanese subjects in Canada,
might have a sufficient andience among Government officials, army
and navy to eonvinee them of the humane and indeed generous
treatment being aceorded Japanese subjects in canada by the Canadiaa
Government, There is, as you know, no short wave station in Canada
which could be utilized for this purpose and the stations

available would appear to be in the United Statesy Australia smd
PeTu.

7, - It is not desired %o make a formal approach to the nited
States suthorities at this stage put it is thought it would be useful
if on the basis of the above {nformation you could srrange a dis=-
cussion of this subject among the members of your staff Mruﬂ‘
and if a preliminary sounding out of the views of their opposite
members in the Unlted Itates government Departments ‘were undertaken
in personal conversations, In the meantime we propese to call a
meeting of the Departments interested, '

8. We would appreciate your keeping us continuously
informed.

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS,
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FROM: THE SPANISH CONSUL GENERAL IN CHARGE OF JAPANESE INTIRESTS, MONTREAL

‘t’k.; THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS,0TTAVYA 37/6‘/ 14 ,/‘? |

Montreal,October 20th,1942

Spanish Government request me to transmit to that/Gove "niffﬁL
following telegram, &panese Covernment have recelved following yeport "
concerning compulsory removal of the Japanese residents from Pac fic Coas

rezion ordered by Canadian Government following upon establishment of pro-V

tected areas in same region Canadian Government by order of government
neneral dated fourteenth January 1942 declares certain areas on Pacific
Coast of depth of hundred miles to be protected areas and early in Feb-
ruary ordered all enemy aliens of conscription ace(males agzed from eizhted
to fortyfive) residing in same areas to evacuate by lst April it was
decided that male Japanese subjects among those evacues could be employed
in road construction in rocky mountains around Jasper Alberta Canadian
aovernment pretended to invite volunteers for work but fact was that each
evacues was forced to sign contract purporting to ‘be made he was offering
ljabour of his freewill and from Some evacuees who refused for reasons of
health etc consent was exhorted at point of revolver those who were
engaged in road puilding were provided with no housing accommodation bubt
were put in shabby railways ins and given insufficient food in short they
were forced to live like hed of cattle later on Scope of evacuation was
enlarged all Japanese residents were ordered to evacuate and even aged
people as well as women and children were compulsorily removed tO barren
waste land in interior Japanese Government cannot but infer from above
report that intention of the Canadian Government is to deprive all Jap~
anese residents in Canada of their means of subsistence ol pretence of
establishment of protected areas and send them to interior severing men
from their wives and children and put them to hard compulsory labour and
force aged people and women and children to live in wild desolate places
apart from heads of their families sueh is unprecedented out rage of
humanity it is established internatlional usage cenerally observed amons
civilized nations that enemy civiliens should not be put to any compulsory
labour of any kind in any ecircumstances moreover canadian Government
declared at outbreak of war that they would apply as far as possible to
interned civilians provisions of Geneva Convention relating to treatment
of prisoners of war above mentioned measures taken by the Canadian Gov-
ernment are contrary to both ‘general prineciples of international usage and
declaration of Canadian Government Japanese Government made similar
declaration to that of canadian Government that they will on condition
of reciprocity adhere ©O provisions of Geneva Convention it is %o be
mentioned that Japanese Government have not imposed on any Canadians
whether interned or not any compulsory labour of any kind Japanese
covernment therefore lodge most emphatic protest a~rainst inhuman measures
taken by Canadian Government in regard to Japanese residents Canada and
demand Canadian Government immediately to cease‘endorsement of compulsory
labour imposed on Japanese evacues Japanese Government also demand from
Canadian Governmment report on measure of protection accorded by Canadian
Government to «Japanese evacues such as to protect property left behind by
them allow them to meke use of it supply them with adegquate housing
accommodation.and proper means of subsistence at places where they mave
been conveyed relieve the aged and the poor who have been severed from
heads of their famlilles and to furnish them with means of medical treat-
ment and eduction.

CONSUL GENERAL OF SPAIN IN CHARGE OF JAPANESE INTERESTS.
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I have the honour tO acknowledze your telegram of
October Bgth transmitting the text of a telegram from your
Governmenﬁ relating to the treatment of Japanese gubjects
in Cenada, and statlng that the Japanese Government have re-=
celved a report concerning the compulsory removal of the
Japanese residents from the protected areas of the racifie
Goast. The Canadian covernuent have received the text of
this report with some gurprise and would be interested to
jearn the source from whioch 1t was obtained as 1t ls clear from
{t that the Japanese Govqrnmant have been misinformed. The
Ganadisn Govermment would not deny that there have been some
{ndividual cases of hardship, but I believe that you will
coneur in the statement that the authorities have done
-everything reasonuﬁly possible to =djust the legitimate

grievances of any Japanese subjects. In particular, I feel

gure that you will be eble out of your own knowledge tO asare
the Japanese Government that far from desiring to deprive
Jepanese subjects in canada of their means of livelihood, the
Canadian Government have made every effort to provide them
with sulteble and congenial empgoyment, and where necessary,

have provided financiel assistance out of Cenadien Governument

funds.
You are also awere that although for reasons of !
security and because whole ramilies could not be tranlrorrod
at once, it was necessary to move some Japanese males of
militery age out of the protected areas in advance of thelir

fenilies; the familles have now been transferred to the

The Consul General of Spaln in ¢ arge of Japanese Interests,
Lontreal ’ P .QC
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yarious settlements and have been joined by thelr husbands and
fathers.

Further, I hope you will also endeavour to make clear tO the
Japanese Government that the families of Japanese subjects transferred
from the protected areas have not been sent "to live in wild desolate
places" but that the settlements in which they have been established
are in small communities in some of the most fertile and peautiful
districts of Western Can-da where ample opportunities exist for |
local employment and where rich, fertile gsoil will enable thew to
grow all the fruits ané vegetables 1O which they have been accustomed.

I trust also that you will endeavour to correct the impression
which the Japanese Government appear to have received of conditions
at the road construction camps. You will remember that at only one camp
were the workers noused in tents and even at this camp the tents were
provided with wooden floors and side walls. As for the food supply,
the meal which you were provided with at the construction cemp oOn the
Hope Princeton highway was the ordinery stendard fare of the comps.

It is noted that the report states thal soune Japanese subjects
were forced at the point of & revolver to sign contracts to accept
work in road construction. Any such action by & police officer or
other person to secure the signature of a Japanese subject against his
will would be contrary to poliocy and instructions of the Cenadian
authorities. I should be grateful, therefore, if you would supply
me with specific 1nformatioﬁ of any cases in which this is alleged to
pave ocecurred. On receipt of this information from you an immediate

1n§estigation will be ordered.

It is true that it has veen found necessary to 1lntern a number
of Japanese male subjects but it i1s not correct to state that this
was done because Uhey refused compulsory labour. On the contrary their
internment was made necessary because of their refusal to obey the
evacuation order and thelr general hostile attitude. The small
number interned in relation to the total number of Japanese in Canada

should be sufficlent evidence to the Japanese Government that the

internment of Japancse is contrary to the poliey of the Canadian
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éLvernment and has only been resorted to in exceptional casesS.
In fact the Canddien Government endeavours to treatb all Japg nese
in Cenede with consideration and to impose on them only sueh
restrictions of their freedom as are made necessary by the state
of war now existing between Canada and Japan.

May I assure you again that the Canadian Governmb
are desirous of cooperating with you in your work on behalf of
Japanese subjects in Canada, You Or your representative are at
liberty at any time to communicate with or to visit any Japgnese
subjects in Canada wherever they may be and tr:nsmit full reports
for the information of the Japanese Government. ie shall continue
to give earnest attention to any representations which you may
feel called upon to make and to adjust as quickly as possible any

legitimate grievances or complaints.

I have the honour to be
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

W /}/] ’,f' ' i.{ty‘ {Mﬁ.«;

Under Secretary of State.
for BExternal Affairs.
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RA MA 564/560 5 EXTRA RUSH COUNT BKTS RUSH  1ST 58/55
MONTREAL QUE OCT 20 1257P
NO&ZMAN A ROBERTSON e
UNDER SECRETARY STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS OTTAWA L
SPANISH GOVERNMENT REQUEST ME TO TRANSMIT TO THAT GOVERNMENT |
THE FOLLONING TELEGRAM STOP JAPANESE GOVERNMENT HAVE RECEIVED FOLLOWING :
REPORT CONCERNING COMPULSORY REMOVAL OF THE JAPANESE RESIDENTS FROM PACIFIC
COAST REGION ORDERED BY CANADIAN GOVERNMENT FOLLOWING UPON ESTABL | SHMENT OF
PROTECTED AREAS IN SAME REGION CANADIAN QOVERNMENT BY ORDER OF GOVERNMENT
GENERAL DATED FOURTEENTH JANUARY 1942 DECLARES
(2-61/59)
CERTAIN AREAS ON PACIFIC COAST OF DEPTH OF HUNDRED MILES
T0 BE PROTECTED AREAS AND EARLY IN FEBRUARY ORDERED ALL ENEMY
ALIENS OF CONSCRIPTION AGE (MALES AGED FROM E1GHTEEN TO FORTYFIVE)
RESIDING IN SAME AREAS TO EVACUATE BY 18T APRIL IT WAS DECIDED THAT MALE
JAPANESE SUBJECTS AMONG THOSE EVACUES COULD BE EMPLOYED IN ROAD CONSTRUCTION
IN ROCKY
(57)
MOUNTAINS AROUND JASPER ALBERTA CANADIAN GOVERNMENT PRETENDED TO INVITE
VOLUNTEERS FOR WORK BUT FACT WAS THAT EACH EVACUES WAS FORCED TO SIGN
CONTRACT PURPORTING TO BE MADE HE WAS OFFERING LABOUR OF HIS FREE WILL
AND FROM SOME EVACUEES WHO REFUSED FOR REASONS OF HEALTH ETC CONSENT WAS
EXTORTED AT POINT OF REVOLVER THOSE WHO WERE ENGAGED

(4-58)
IN ROAD BUILDING WERE PROVIDED WITH NO HOUSING ACCOMMODATION BUT WERE PUT IN

SHABBY RAILWAYS INS AND GIVEN FNSUFFICIENT FOOD IN SHORT THEY WERE FORCED TO
LIVE LIKE HED OF CATTLE LATER ON SCOPE OF EVACUETION WAS ENLARGED ALL

: |
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oNB BOOK MONTREAL...MR ROBERTSON OTTAWA ..OCT 20
JAPANESE RESIDENTS WERE ORDERED TO EVACUATE AND EVEN AGED PEOPLE AS WELL AS
WOMEN AND CHILDREN WERE COMPULSORILY REMOVED (5=57)
70 BARREN WASTE LAND IN INTERIOR JAPANESE GOVERNMENT CANNOT BUT INFER FROM
ABOVE REPORT THAT INTENTION OF THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT 18 TO DEPRIVE ALL
JAPANESE RESIDENTS IN CANADA OF THEIR MEANS OF SUBSISTENCE ON PRETENCE OF
ESTABL | SHMENT OF PROTECTED AREAS AND SEND THEM TO INTERIOR SEVERING MEN FROM
THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN AND PUT THEM TO HARD (6=55)
COMPULSORY LABOUR AND FORCE AGED PEOPLE AND WOMEN AND CHILDREN TO LIVE IN
WiLD DESOLATE PLACES APART FROM HEADS OF THEIR FAMILIES SUCH IS UNPRECEDENTED
OUTRAGE OF HUMANITY [T IS ESTABLISHED INTERNATIONAL USAGE GENERALLY OBSERVED
AMONG CIVILIZED NATIONS THAT ENEMY CIVILIANS SHOULD NOT BE PUT TO ANY
COMPULSORY LABOUR OF ANY KIND IN ANY CIRCUMSTANCES (7-49)
MOREOVER CANADIAN GOVERNMENT DECLARED AT OUTBREAK OF WAR THAT THEY WOULD
APPLY AS FAR AS POSSIBLE TO INTERNED CIVILIANS PROVISIONS OF GENEVA CONVENT!ON
RELATING TO TREATMENT OF PRISONERS OF WAR ABOVE MENTIONED MEASURES TAKEN BY
THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT ARE CONTRARY TO BOTH GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF
INTERNAT10NAL USAGE AND DECLARATION (8=51)
OF CANADIAN GOVERNMENT JAPANESE GOVERNMENT MADE SIMILAR DECLARATION TO THAT
oF CANADIAN GOVERNMENT THAT THEY WiLL ON CONDITION OF RECIPROCITY ADHERE TO
PROVISIONS OF GENEVA CONVENTION IT 1S TO BE MENTIONED THAT JAPANESE GOVERNMENT
HAVE NOT IMPOSED ON ANY CANADIANS WHETHER INTERNED OR NOT ANY COMPULSORY
LABOUR OF ANY KIND JAPANESE (9-57)

GOVERNMENT THEREFORE LODGE MOST EMPHATIC PROTEST AGAINST INHUMAN MEASURES
TAKEN BY CANADIAN GOVERNMENT IN REGARD TO JAPANESE RESIDENTS CANADA AND
DEMAND CANADIAN GOVERNMENT IMMEDIATELY TO CEASE ENDORSEMENT OF COMPULSORY
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fsno BOOK ..MONTREAL QUE OCT 20,..ROBERTSON,UNDER-SECY
LABOUR IMPOSED ON JAPANESE EVACUES JAPANESE GOVERNMENT ALSO DEMAND FROM

CANADIAN GOVERNMENT REPORT Oﬁ MEASURE OF PROTECTION ACCORDED BY CANADIAN
GOVERNMENT TO JAPANESE EVACUES SUCH AS TO PROTECT (10-62)

PROPERTY LEFT BEHIND BY THEM ALLOW THEM TO MAKE USE OF |IT SUPPLY THEM

s

WITH ADEQUATE MOUSING ACCOMMODATION AND PROPER MEANS OF SUBSISTENCE AT
PLACES WHERE THEY HAVE BEEN CONVEYED RELIEVE THE AGED AND THE POOR WHO
HAVE BEEN SEVERED FROM HEADS OF THEIR FAMILIES AND TO FURNISH THEM WITH
MEANS OF MEDICAL TREATMENT AND EDUCATION STOP

PEDRO E SCHWARTZ,SPANISH CONSUL GENERAL ,IN CHARGE OF
JAPANESE INTERESTS

1 125P




	rg_25_vol_3005_file_3464-ad-40c
	rg_025_vol_3005_file_3464-ad-40c_publicity
	rg_25_vol_3005_file_3464-ad-40c



