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18,
: / March 6, 1947,
tos Colonel R. H. vidson,

Assistant Commissioner of
Japanese Placement,

With reference to the attached correspondence from
Mr. Trueman, the Department is not prepared to go in for a

of £ land purchases for Japanesse. Certainly,
the Government, having already undertaken %o consider
clains by Japanese that their property was sold at less than
fair market value subsequent to their evacuation from the
Coastal Area, will hardly be disposed, I think, to go inte a
land settlement program at this time.

As I have already advised, we are prepared to
consider any special situation in the case of a large family
group, to give assistance within limits in order to get them
established in accommodation outside our hostels.

D
/

/
/

o

4. H, Brown.

Att,
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Merch 5, 1947,
to: Mr. A, Maclamara,
Deputy Minigster,

v
~ Re: Y. Yoshimara - Loan 1o purchage land.

Br. Trueman submits a request from an evacuated Japanese for
a loan %o assist him in buying some land near Bradford, Ontario,
for the purpose of truck gardeming.

I heven't any thought of opening up on grants or loans of
this nzture at the present time, except in the way of enlarged
placement grants for the disposition of large famlly groups remaining
in our hostels.

Have you any views to the comtrary on this point?

A. H. Brown.

Att. | ‘*597



Ot tawa,
) 2 October 30, 1946,

Mr. G, E, Trueman,
Placement Officer,
Japanese Division,
Department of Labour,
24 Ad'lﬂidﬂ St- E..
Toronto 1, Ontario,

Dear Sir:=

I wish to acknowledge your letter of
October 29 cerning the possibility of a Govermment Loan o
Mr, K, E a #02511 to essist him in handling the mortgage on

property which he has purchased. 51 "

enmenm—— s B A G A

e e

It is doubtful whether any Government
Loan is availaeble for this purpose, as the National Housing Act
provides loans only for persons building homes. You might get
more definite information, however, from the Toronto Office of the
Central Housing and Mortgage Corporation, Continental Building,
371 Bay Street, Toronto, Elgin 2154.

Yours very truly,

HTP:N8 A, MacNemara.

«
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CANADA

DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR

JAPANESE DIVISION

24 Adelaide St. E.,
Toronto 1, Ontario, -
October 29, 1946.

Mr. A. MacNamara,
Cttawa, Cntario.
Pammett

Attention: Mr. H. T.

Re: Government Loans

There is in Torontec now a Japanese National
by the name of Kanichiro EDAMURA #02311 who has recently

purchased property at 164 Brock Street. The

total cost cof

the property amounts to $2800.00 against which price cash

has been paid to the extent of $1200.00.
$1700 has been taken out;

this mortgage bears

Although Edamura is earning $30.
working for the Star Novelty Company, 263-€5
Wes; Toronto, gince he has quite a qubstantial
support, he 1s very anxious to get a mortgage
what he is now paying.

I promised him that I would try
for him i1f any Government lL.oans are aveilable
guch as he faces.

A mortgage'of

interest at

00 per week
Queen Street
family to
ess than

to" T ind% out
for situations

May I not have word from you secn giving me

what information you may have on the subject.

gl \,¢4JL¢/7124LL¢«4ﬂ4\/ \
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G./E. Trueméﬁ
RYacement Officer.




Ottawa, October 3, 1946.

Mr. Haruo Kimoto,
9637 De Bullion Street,
Montreal 18, P.Q.

Dear Sir:

I wish to acknowledge your letter of
September 23, concerning the possibility of securing
2 loan from the Dominion Government to assist you in
purchasing a rooming house in Montreal.

We have made an investigation on this matter
and regret to advise that it is impossible tc grant
your request at this time. The Placement Officer at
Montreal is, however, prepared to give you every possible
assistence in getting re-established with your family
on a satisfactory basis.

Yours very truly,

A, MaclNeamara

HTP/BC

obwiic v e

1 S T o

Crie, tBuandah



CANADA

DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR

JAPANESE DIVISION

276 st. James St. West,
Montreal, Que.

October 2, 1946.

Mr. H. T. Pammett,
Department of Labour,
Ottawa, Ontario.

We wish to acknowledge your letter of September 25th regarding
request of Mr. Haruo KIMOTO, 3637 pe Bullion St., Momtreal, requesting
a Govermment loan of $5,000.00.

Haruo KIMOTO #11968 arrived in Montreal on September 4, 1945 from
Kaslo, B.C. Upon arrival he was immediately placed as an auto mechanic.
He has earned and is still earning approximately 80¢ per hour, and his
average salary per week rates about §§55.00. We have had considerable
correspondence on this man, and due to the fact that he came out to Montreal
alone, he promised to send maintenance to his wife and four children
who remained behind in ghost town. On several occasions the Welfare
wrote and threatened to discontinue payment of maintenance to his family,
as Kimoto very often skipped months before sending the required mainte-
nance he had promised for their support. In fact just lately Mr. M.L. Brown
of Vancouver requested us to investigate and take steps to have his wages
garnished, should he continue to refuse maintenance.for his family.

Following this request, we had quite a discussion with Kimoto in this
office and it was decided at the time that it would be in our favour to
bring his femily to Farnham. We felt it would be easier for us to draw the
money out of Kimoto for their support at the Hostel rather than through
the welfare back in New Denver. Kimoto then again promised that he would
pay the required amount for their keep at the Hostel. His family was then
called out and they arrived here on July 22, 1946. Two weeks after that
dete, room and board was billed to Kimoto but up to the present time we have
received nothing but excuses as to why he should not pay.

As a matter of fact Kimoto went so far as to write a personal letter
to Mr. Pickersgill, copy of which I am enclosing for your perusal, and
also our reply to same. It might be well to mention that we have felt, from
our several discussions with Kimoto, that his idea is to acquire as much
as possible from the Government as long as the Govermment is supporting the
Japanese weklfare. We do not doubt for one moment that this is his idea in
requesting a loan of $5,000.00.



.

S epfe) JD 8 276 St. Jemes St., W.,
— Montreal, Que.,

Sept ember 19, 1946.

Lt.-Col. R.H. Davidson,
238 Sparks Street,
Ottawa, Ontario.

ATTENTION: Mr, J. ®. MacKinnon,Vancouver, B.C.
Re: Haruo KIMOTO #11968

Your letter of September 13th along with attached
copy of letter from Haruo Kimoto is hereby acknowledged. It is indeed
with great surprise that we read the complaints registered by Kimoto.

It might be well tomention here that we have a file about
an inch thick on Kimoto's case while his wife and children were in
progject town. It has always been quite an effort to draw money from
Kimoto and would seem that there is no exception now that his family is at
the Hostel. Some time ago we received word from the Welfare manager at
Slocan stating thet his wife and children would be cut off maintenance if he did
not forward money regularly. At the time I had quite a discussion with him
in the office, and we came to an agreement that he would call them out to
Farnham Hostel and pay room and board for them at that point. According
to the rules set up by Head Office charges are 60¢ for adults from the age
of six up, and 30¢ from the age of 6 months to 6 years.

As Kimoto has been permanently employed since he arrived
here in Montreal at an average rate of $35.00 per week, we do not
hold a slightest doubt that he can pay lodgings of this family. From
our various talks with Kimoto we have always been under the impression
that his idea is to acquire as much as possible from the Govermment as
long as the Govermment is supporting Japanese wklfare.

Our plan is to force Kimoto to pay for the lodgings at
the Hostel or take his wife and family somewhere else. Other people had
been able to find rooms and housing in Montreal. Since he has been in
this district for over a year we feel that no exception should be made in
his case. 8So, if agreeable to you, we shall proceed with this action.
Your advice on the matter would be greatly appreciated.

/

J. O BEAUDED
MTO :mt Placement Officer



CANADA

DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR

JAPANESE DIVISION
SR

Under no circumstances do we give our approval to this request
unless both Vancouver and yourselves see Kimoto's case in a different
light than we do. Kimoto has been permanently employed in Montreal
since he arrived, and we feel that he should have at least sufficient
ahead of him, since he was living here alone for the past year with
very little expense other than his lodgings.

We would appreciate hearing what you have decided in this
case,

7oL,

FOR J. 0. BEAUDET
Placement Officer

MTO:mt
Encl.

c.¢. Mr. J. F. MacKinnon
c.¢. Lt. Col. R.H. Davidson



3637 De Bullion,
Montreal 18, P.Q.,
Sept. 9, 1946.

Pickersgill, Esg.,
Dept. of Labour,

506 Royal Bank Bldg.,
Vancouver, B. C.

Dear Sir,

May I take your precious time off for a few momznt
to ask you & few questions.

My families relocate from Rosebery Housing centre about
a month ago, at present in Farnham Hostel under Dept. of Labour care.
Mr. Beaudet representative of Labour Dept. said I have to pay a board
for them, but when he told us that 6 yrs and over have tOo pay same as
adults the rate here is 60¢ per day and 30¢ for under 6 yrs. I have
my wife and 4 children. At this rate it will cost me $72.90 a month
to keep them in hostel. I have no objection in paying board but, I
think this rate is ridiculous. The time they were receivingz maintenance,
they were getting only $39.00 a month. If the Govermment thinks
$39.00 a month is enough to feed and cloth them it is only logical
that they should not charge any more than maintenance. I am living in
Montreal and it cost me at least $50.00 a month to live just to board,
This would cost me $222.00 a month. I am getting an average of $35.00
a week, s0 you could imagine what would be left for us to wear. I have
been here already a year and still unable to find a accommodation for my
family account of short of cash. In order to obtain a so called flsat
here person have to have at least $1000 - $1500 cash, but at the rate
I am going now I will never get a chance to accommodate my wife in
Montreal.

Talking to Mr. Beaudet will get me knowwhere, so I am
writing to you, to find out the fact.

As aforgoing circumstances please inform me in your
earliest convenience.
Yours truly,

Haruo Kimoto



Ottawa, September 25, 1946.

« Oscar Beaudet,

ec Placement O0fficer,
apanese Division,
Department of Labdbour,

876 st. Jan.s st.’ '..
Montreal, P.Q.

Dear Sir:

K
We have received a letter from Nr. H,
Kimeto, 3637 De Bullion Street, Montreal 18, Quebec.
This man claims to be Canadien born aged 35 and the
father of four children.

He is requesting a government loan of
35,000 to enable Egm to purchase & nouae which he can

use as a rooming house, repayable in three years' tinme.

Would you please send us full information on
this family end any comments you caere to make on his
request.

7

Yours very truly./&

/
l

HTP/RY A. MacNamara. / 4

g
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'zL/ Ottawa, August 28, 1946.
¥r. G, I. Hatashita, . ;

President,
New Denver Concord Sociedy,
New Venver, B.C.

Dear My, Hatashita:
Your letter of July 29th petitioning the Minister

of Labour to incresse the Placement Allowance to $300 per
couple was duly recsived.

It is not considered possible to increase the allowance
at this time, but the difficulty which you mention in setting
up household establishments, and your representations, will
be kept in mind.

Yours very truly,

A. Macllamara.



Cole b.{iS.S. Por:en‘ts?n ) )
Rriy r ® 'y . ° ° ° ) ° n_ .‘ e
Delive

Rodm' e 0@ 090 C0a o2 200060000606 doe

A. MacNamara ;
FrOl'-l: ".o!)b0b_obbo8nnlécolov-‘b.b.
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RemarX¥s8: You might draft suitable
letter to the petitioners.



~. DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR
DEPUTY MINISTER'S OFFICE

: OTTAWA, ____August: 21st, ... 19.46 .
MEMCRANDUM

Mr. A. MacNamara,

At the present times these Japs get $120. per
couple, or $50. for a single person over sixteen
and $20. for each child, as a grant whiech is paid
to them when they go out on a placement. This amount
is designed to support these people until they get
their first wages, etc., and for incidentals.

I think it would be better to limit the place-
ment allowance at this amount, and to be prepared, in
the case of people who are without funds, and who
require the same in order to set up housekeeping on
their own, to pay for certain nesessary household
equipment.
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Please advise.



New Denver, B. C.
July 29, Igh6.
To-The Office Of Minister Of Labour,
Ottawa, Canada.
Dear Sirs:

On a number of previous occasions, it has
been brought to the Honorable Minister's notice, that, the
Placement Allowance as it 1is appiiCﬁble at present, 1s not
sufficient to re-establish most of the families still resi-
ding in Government Hostels throughout the Provinces.

Needless to state our eagerness to rehabi-
litate ourselves, but in view of the high cost of household
commodities, the amount allowed at present, one hundred and
twenty dollars per couple, is hardly sufficient for the
purpose.

May we request the Honorable Minister's
consideration of this fact, and, if at all possible, the
amonnt be 1ncrea§ed to three hundred dollars per couple,
and others pro rata, as we have previously’requested.

Thaet we present this petition is the
unanimous wish of all the families who relocated to the

various Hostels East of Rockies.

Yours respectfully,

New Denver Concord Society,

R WA e s e




;xé// | 0TTANA, July 29, 1548,

Mr. H. Shigs,
¢/o Mr. ReHs Davis,
Fonthill, Out.

Dear Siry

I wish to ecknowledge your letter of
July 26, concernlng relocation and re-establishment
of Japanese from British Columbia, and with particuler
referonce to your desire to purchese a fruit orchard
and greenhouses

I regret that 1t is impos=2ible for this
Dopartnent to consider st the present tine graanting you
. & loan to agseLl you to purchase a farm, but we are
prepered to do everything within our power to assist
you in getting satisfactorily settled in your chogen
occupation, including the issuance of a ligense to
purchase or leass property when you are ready to do go,

Yours very truly,

As Hemara,

HIPe?D
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PR TI %I

Tozs

The Rt. Hon. W. L. McKenzie King,
Prime Minister of Canada,
Ottawa, Canada.

From:
B, C., Citizenship Defence Committee.

The petition of the British Columbia Citizenship
Defence Committee humbly sheweths

That the present revised amount of relocation
allowance is far from being sufficient for the
following reasons:

l. Incidental to expulsion from the coastal
defence area, our homes were virtually
uprooted, and the financial losses inflicted
by this evacuation order were immeasurably
great. Moreover, our assgsets which were tran-
sferred to the Custodian of Alien Property
on the solemn understanding that the same
would be fully protected were sold at ruin-
ous prices., Such being the case, however,
the federal government has so far failed to
take any measure to consider granting us re-
paration or reimbursement for losses sus-
tained.,

2. The amount recoverable from relocation allow-
ance is hardly sufficient for the purpose of
purchasing absolutely essential household
furniture and utensils.

3e The rehabilitation amount as recommended by
the Royal Commission at the time of the
survey in the ghost towns in 1944 was $520.00
for a couple, $260.00 for a single person,
and $50,00 for each #mdependent,

Wherefore, we, the British Columbia Citizenship
Defence Committee, do hereby humbly petition
that the present amount of the relocation allow-
ance be increased to such a level a8 approved
by the Royal Commission.

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever
pray.

Dated the day of June, A.D. 1946. ﬁ////////
B. C. Citiq@ﬂé;'

Chai%ﬁan

Defence
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THE JAPANESE-CANADIAN QUESTION | A i
r} 390?01”5’3{ to i istar ,

—Tuemy,

BE IT RESOLVED: -

AL That persons of Japanese ancestry now resident in Canada

should be treated in accordance with Christian and
Democratic principals.

24 That Orders-in-Council regarding the deportation of
persons of Japanese origin should be recinded.

3. That only those who now wish to go to Japan should be
sent.

4, That any charged with disloyalty should be given a fair

trial as provided for in the Naturalization and
Immigration Acts.

Se That those against whom no charges of disloyalty have

been brought should be given citizenship rights as soon
as possible.

6. That the restrictions on purchase of property and freedom
of movement be removed immediately, so as to enable those
who have re-settled to become established in normal 1life
and that financial restitution be made to those whose
property was confiscated.
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To:

The Honourable Humphrey Mitchell,
The Minister of Labour,
Ottawa, Canada.

From: ;
B, C, Citizenship Defence Committee.

The petition of the British Columbia Citizenship
Defence Committee humbly sheweth:

That the present revised amount of relocation
allowance is far from being sufficient for the

following reasons:

l, Incidental to expulsion from the coastal
defence area, our homes were virtually up-
rooted, and the financial losses inflicted
by this evacuation order were immeasurably
great. Moreover, our assets which were tran-
sferred to the Custodian of Alien Property
on the solemn understanding that the same
would be fully protected were sold at ruin-
ous prices. Such being the @ase, however,
the federal government has so far failed
to take any measure to consider granting us
reparation or reimbursement for losses
sustained,

2. The amount recoverable from relocation allow-
ance is hardly sufficient for the purpose of
purchasing absclutely essential household
furniture and utensils.

3. The rehabilitation amount as recommended by
the Royal Commission at the time of the
survey in the ghost towns in 1944 was $520.00
for a couple, $260.00 for a single person,
and $50.,00 for each iadependent.

Wherefore, we, the British Columbia Citizenship
Defence Committee, do hereby humbly petition
that the present amount of the relocation allow-
ance be increased to such a level as approved
by the Royal Commission.

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever
pray.

Dated the day of June, A.D. 1946. X

B, Co Citizenship Defence
Committeg.
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/ MEMORANDUM

Office of the Prime Minister
6o
. Ottawa, June 5’ 194

Referred from the Office of the Prime
Minister to the Minister of Labour.
29

G.J. Matte,
Private Secretary.



a, June 5, 1946,

Department of Labogn ]
, RECEIVED
Reverend R.W. H 9 Beley

- 2526 West Avenue,
' Vancouver, B.C,

1040

OIS
~“ LN ) LIS

Secretary to Minister.

Dear Sirs

- I wish to acknowledge the
letter which you addressed to the Prime
Minister on the 29th of May,. embodying
resolutions which were passed at a recent
conference of the United Church of Canada.

In Mr. King's absence the

individual resolutions are being referred
to the Ministers of the Government most
directly concerned with the matters to
which they relate,

J | Yours sincerely,

" | }‘ . G.J. Matte
| Private Secretary.

=l




COPY

7. This Conference demands that equal treatment
with all other residents and citizens of Canada
be accorded all persons of Japanese descent in
Canada, It urges upon the Government of Canada
the claims of such persons of Japanese descent
who have suffered direct financial loss through
their relocation by the Government, to recompense
by the Government for such loss.



TO: mﬂpﬁ REGISTRY |
Room . Con-fu Bldg.
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MEMORANDUM
Office of the Prime Minister

N Ok, May 30, 1946,

Referred from the Office of the Prime
Minister to the Minister of Labour.

G.J. Matge,
Private /Secretary.



our;

E‘ MAY .3@ 1946

Secretry to Ministes

Ottawa, 30th May, 1946.

He

Honourable Angus Ma€Innis, M.P.,
House of Commons,
Ottawa, Ontario.

Dear Mr, MacInnis:

On behalf of the Prime Minister
I wish to acknowledge your letter of the
23rd of May, in whichryou urge that care-
ful consideration given to the™petition
by the Slocan Vai¥ey Nisel Organization

regarding an incérease 1w the amount of
€ placemen persons of

apanese origin moving from Relocation
Centres in British Columbla.m

This matter will be brought to
the attention of the Prime Minister upon
his return. In the meantime, however, I
am referring your letter to the Hinis%er
of Labour,

Yours sincerely,

G.J. Matte,
Private Secretary.



COPX

House of Commons
Canada

Ottawa, Ontario,
May 23, 1946,

kenzlie King
he Right Honorable W.L. Mac A
grime Minister of Canada,

0Ot tawa.

Dear Mre. King:

I have been informed by the Slocan Valley
Nisel Organization that they have petitioned the
Government to increase the amount of the placement
or rehabilitation allowance for persons of Japanese
origin who move from the Relocation Centres in
British Columbia, to settle in provinces east of
British Columbia.

I believe that because of the circumstances
surrounding the removal of the population of Japanese
origin from their homes on the Pacific Coast, that
the amounts mentioned in their petition are fair and
reasonable - that is $520 for a married couple; $260
for a single person and $50 for each dependent plus
railroad fare, travelling expenses and limited freight
on household goods, It is not only desirahle that as
large a number as possible of these people should be
helped to settle in provinces east of British Columbia,
but 1t is desirable that they should establish economic
and social roots wherever they may settle. To the
extent that they do get settled satisfactorily, will
the desire or necessity of returning to the Pacific
Coast be diminished,

I do urge that you give the request of the
Nisei Organization careful, and I hope, favorable
consideration,

Yours sincerely,

(sgd) Angus MacInnis,
AM-T



o T T T —

27-2~ 375

Ottava, May 27, 1946,

/

Mr., E, ¥, Herridge, N,.P,,
Tiouse of Commons,
0ttt awas,.

Dear ¥r, Rerridge:

I wish to acknowledge ypur letter of lMey 23 enclosing
petition from the Slocan Valley'liisei Organization on the
subjeet of relocation allowances, which petition is returned
heroewith, The petition was sent to various Departments and
officials in Ottawa, My letters of May 1l and MNay 10 in reply
to yours of April 29 and May 4 referred to this same gquestion
and explained our position,

The petition attempts to connect alleged claims for
property losses ot the time of evacuation with this Departmentty
programme of relocation and dispersal, I would point out,
however, that Japanese property has been under the control of
the Custodian of Tneamy Allen Property, and there is no connection
with this Departmont, We are concerned only with carrying out
the Government's policy of dispersing and resettling Japanese
evacueeos across Canada,

our placement allowances have recently been doubled
to give the relocees some reasonadble security until they
get fettled down in their new homes and receive thelir first
pay cheques, They are in no sense to be considered ae
compensation for alleged property losses durlng evacuation,

Yours sincerely,

1‘.’;’/‘}’

nrr/ne




; /// Ottawa, May 27, 1945,

Mr. Anpgus MacImnnie, M,P.,
House of Commons,
OTT AW A

Deayr lNr. Maolnnia:

I wish to acknowledge your letter of May 23, concerning
the potition from the Slocan Valley Nisei Organization for
grants of J580 por eouple, $860 yper single poerson and $50 per
¢hild upon relocation,

The Slocan City areas is a Cegregation Centre for Japanese
who volunteered for repatriation to Japan & year ago, and it g
interesting to note that they have now reversed their minde and
are willing to relocate eastward, but cnly on their own stipulated
terms, Ceolf-supporting employment ham been available to these
people for the laet four years in a wide variety of occupations
in which they could have helped the war effort, both in Britiash
Columbia end elsewhere in Canada, but they consistently refused
to move out for this purpose,

. The Organization is mistaken in its reforence to the
Report of the Royal Comnission on Japaness Welfare in 1944. The
Commiesion at no place in its Report made any recommendations that
Japanese should be granted rehavilitation allowences, but havi
received complaints that Japanese in the settlements who had
liquidated assots were not given cesh maintenancs while in
possession of their own assets, the Commission investigated these
oomplaints, The Commisaion approved the policy whieh the
pepartment had been following of paying esnsh maintenance to
Japanese whose liquidated ansets 414 not exceed §H20 per eouple,
$860 per eingle pereon plus $50 for each dependent. It was
coneidored that the anmounts of their own assets thus left with
the Japanene would faellitate their subseguent relocation or
ropatriation, A copy of the main Report is enclosed,

'Y
B
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The petition attempts to conneet alleged elaims for
proserty lossee upon_QVneuation with the Department'sz programme
of dispersal end relocation. I would point.out, however, that
Japanese property has been under the control of the Custodian
of Pnemy Alien Property, and has no connection with this
Department, We are concerned only with carrying out the:
covernmentts poliey of disperaing Jupanese across Canada,

our placement allowances have recently been doubled
($120 per couple, $45 per single person and $285 per child) to
give the relocees some reasonable security until they get settled
down in the east and receive their firet pay cheques, The
allowances are part of an intensified campaign to get the re-
joeatable Japanese resettled gatisfactorily and are supplemented
by grants for free transportetion and travelling expenses, hostel
accommodation, and continued sid where necessary in their new
communities until they are sble to stand on their own feet., But
these allowances are in no sense to be considered as compensation
for alleged property losses during evacuation,

Yours sincerely,

nee/Re



T0: gaoiNTRAL RIGISTRY,
%oom 7, Conf. Bldge.

Please place attached on file
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H.T Pammett.
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MEMORANDUM

Minister of Justice

Ottawa,......... May..24th. 1946.........
Referred to:

The Minister of LABOUR

by
the Minister of Justice.

Ls. S St.L,



House of Commons
Canada

Ottawa, Ontario
May 23, ‘1946,

Honorable Louils 8, St, Laurent,
Minister of Justice,
0Ot tawa,

Dear Mr, St, Laurent:

I have been informed by the Slocsn Valley Nisei
Organization that they have petitioned the Government to
increase the amount of the placement or rehabilitation
allowance for persons of Japanese origin who move from the
Relocation Centres in British Columbia, to settle in
provinees east of British Columbla,

I believe that because of the circumstances
surrounding the removal of the population of Japanese
origin from their homes on the Paclfic Coast, that
the amounts mentioned in their petition fair and
reasonable -~ that is $520 for a married couple; $260
for a single person and $50 for each dependent plus
railroad fare, travelling expenses and limited freight
on household goods, It is not only desirable that as
large a number as possible of these people should be
helped to settle in provinees east of British Columbia,
but it 1is desirable that they should establish economie
and soclal roots wherever they may settle, To the extent
that they do get settled satisfactorily, will the desire
or necessilty of returning to the Pacific Coast be
diminished,

I do urge that you give the request of the
Nisei Organization careful, and I hope, favorable
consideration, 2

Yours sincerely,
7,//’

7/

y & el /) ?
, w & |
/// ‘&\"V»‘m__,\.b

Proa .



BYL/TB.

OTTANA,
May 24th 1946.
Personal
mw; m.’ IDPQ,
se of Commons,
gstawe

pear Mr. MacInnis:

I have your letter of May 23rd,
Www«rmuw

This matter is being handled by
the 0 ¢ of labour and I am referring your
lstter to my Collesgue the Minister of that De-
partment.

Yours sincerely,



.

House of Commons | encatary o Ministel

Canada L=
Ottawa, Ontarioc
May 23, 1946,

Honorable Humphrey Mitchell,
Minister of Labour,
Ot ¢t awa,

Dear Mr, Mitchell:

I have been informed by the Slocan Valley
Nisel Organization that they have petitioned the
Government to inerease the amount of the placement
or rehabllitation allowanee for persons of Japanese
origin who move from the Relocation Centres in
British Columbia, to settle in provinces east of
British Columbia,

I believe that because of the circumstances
surrounding the removal of the population of Japanese
origin from their homes on the Pacific Coast, that
the amounts mentioned in their petition“%s fair and
reasongble - that is $520 for a married couple; $260
for a single person and $50 for each dependent plus
railroad fare, travelling expenses and limited freight
on household goode, It is not only desirable that as
large a number as possible of these people,should be
helped to settle in provinees ®ast of British Columbia,
but it is desirable that they should establish economic
and soclal roots wherever they may settle, To the
extent that they do get settled satisfactorily, will
the desire or necessity of returning to the Pacific
Coast be diminished,

I do urge that you glve the request of the
Nisel Organization eareful, and I hope, favorable

consideration,
Yours e\lncere1y‘;éZ/772/<Z_ﬁ{f—kﬂhﬁc_;D
" /// e s ‘l\b

AM-T Angus MgclInnis,

(/4
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House of Commons | MAY 24 1946
Canada i

Qrapnd. &
i >CCreiary w mMin

Ottawa, May 23, 1946.

Honourable Humphrey Mitchell,
Minister of Iabour,
Ottawa.

Dear Mr. Mitchells

For your information I enclose a
petition received from the Slocan Valley Nisei
Organization having regard to certain adjustments
in allowances for resettlement east of the Rockies.
I would appreciate having your views on the requests
made, and information as to what is in effect at
the present time.

I would appreciate your returning to
me the enclosed petition after your perusal of
same.

Sincerely yours,
#MWM% g
H.W. Herridge,

HWH/GHe Member for Kootenay westeo
ENCTLs




Ottawe, May 23, 1946

ly‘donr Colleegue:

%ith reference to your letter of May 18
end the petition from the Slocan Valdey lisai
Organization, I return the petition herewith
elong with & copy of the report of the Royal
Commission sppointed under P.C,.9498, and copy:
of a letter which I wrote to Mr., H. W, Herridge,
u.P. on U&y 1.

Yours sincorely,

Honoureble Peul Mertin, M.P,, .
Seeretary of State,
Ottava,



THE SECRETARY OF STATE OF CANADA

OTTAWA, Mey 18th, 1946,

e ———
{ Depar’tmglﬂ: ('| | ;‘_f\r\ Ui
RECEIVED

i)

My dear Colleague: MAY 21

Secretary to Minister.
I would appreciate having your

comments and adviece in connectiomn with the
attached petition, as I understand it is a

matter coming under the jurisdicection of your
department.

Will you please return the petition
together with your reply?

Yours sincerely,

e o Nrcaie

Paul Martin.

Honourable Humphrey Mitchell,
Minister of Labour,
Ottawa, Ontario.

:G



TO: CEN .GISTRY,
Room 7, conf. Bldge

Please place attached on file

DAGPA A TR /Lzl

H‘ T‘ Pmett )

P.jj B.F.



MEMORANDUM
. Office of the Prime Minister

...................................................

Referred from the Office of the Prime
Minister to the Minister of Labour,
without acknowledgment

tte,

Private ecretary,



f“\ :

] 8locan, B. G,
?A?ril~263&1945.
L R IVED

«zhe !!fice of the Prime Uinister, and
L X - Ty
fhe Rt. Honourable W. L. MacKenzie King, B8qe,

|

5 j 214 e e |
and with the Honourable Minister's leave, beg t0 presen this Letter"

of Petition, relative to the notices made public to all'@ligible

relocees of Japanese Racial Origin regarding the allowance for reset-
tlement east of the rockies. :

Accqrdlng to declarations made by the Superviscrs of respective housing
p?OJects? and also by The Commissioner of Japanese Placement, T. B.
Pickersgill, Isq., the Canadian Government increased the allowance for
placement to $120.00 for married couple, $45.00 for a single adult,
$15.00 for each child apart from the railroad fares, travelling expenses
and limited freight on household belongings. Ve appreciate the govern-
ment's kind consideration in increasing the allowances; however, after
considerable thought was given to this matter we find the amount far
from sufficient. When the Japanese people were forced to leave their
homes by the order of the Canadian Government the majority of them lost
or disposed of their household goods at a very great loss. Those dis-
posed through the Custodian of Enemy Alien Property, and credit recovered
thereby, were only nominal amount compared with the actual recoverable
value., When a family moves from one locality toc another, and endeavors
to establish a home the first problem confronted is a shelter and neces-
sary household furnitures and utensils such ass-

For a couple

Dinette Suite ' $ 75.00

Closet and set of drawers - 75,00
Bed and Beddings ; 120,00
‘Stove 80,00
Heater 30,00
Fuel 2for 1 month 15.00
Rent (for 1 month 40,00
Maintenance (for 1 month) 35,00
Water rates 2,00
Electricity deposit L 5.00
Kitchen utensils . 26.00
liscellaneous (drapes, blin?s, Linoleum, 50,00
etce : -
TOTAL $553.00

The above figures clarify the insufficiency of the government's present
placement allowance. The rehabilitation amount set by the Royal Com-
mission at the time of their survey here in 1944 was $520.00 for couple,
$260.,00 for single persons, and $50.00 for each dependent.

Therefore we do hereby petition that the placement allowance be incregsed
to a minimum a8 set by the Royal Commissione

Respectfully, your petitioners,
SLOCAN VALIEY NISEI ORGANIZATION

' y slocan City Chairman ,/522ﬂl, e/

1/ e Bay Farm Chairmen

(”? W - 7). e -
,ft’ i Popoff Chairman 44;22%::(i§;;;222éf;//zZ;z\;\

o

ﬁf” Lemon Creek Chairman __ < (;L/¢42344La—~;;,




TO: CEN nGISTRY,
Room 73®conf. Bldg.

Please place attached on file

28] - B

H.T. Parmett,

0y
;‘P.A.“/ B.F.



d///y MEMORANDUM

. Minister of Justice

Ottawa,May 11, 1946. ... ..

Referred to: George G. Greene, Esq.,
Private Secretary.

Private Secretarye.



Bloean, B. Oy
s Agr,ilfz,ﬁ_,le 46 . 1}
%’ﬁg = fice of the Minister of Justice, and wnroriven
onourable lMinister I,. St. Laurent, Esq., )
:

%giiﬁigﬁ t1_1€1H01}0urable Minister's leave, beg to present mnﬁénietter of;
» felative to the notices made public to all elighbiéipedeedd: |

of Japanese Racial Origin 1 : % il
n regardi 2, z :
east of the rockies, & ga ng the allowance for resettlement

MAY 13

Accqrdlng to declarations made by the Supervisors of respective housing
p?OJects? and also by The Conmissioner of Japanese Placement, T. Be
Pickersgill, Ls8g.y the Canadian Government increased the allowance for
Placement to $120,00 for married couple, $45.00 for s single adult,
%15.00 for each child apart from the railroad fares, travelling expenses
and limited freight on household belongings. We appreciate the govern-
ment's kind consideration in increasing the allowances; however, after
considerable thought was given to this matter we find the amount far
from sufficient. When the Japanese people were forced to leave their -
homes by the order of the Canadian Government the majority of them lost
or disposed of their household goods at a very great loss. Those dis-
posed through the Custodian of Enemy Alien Properiy, and credit recovered
thereby, were only nominal amount compared with the actual recoverable
value. When a family moves from one locality to another, and endeavors
to establish a home the first problem confronted is a shelter and neces- .
sary household furnitures and utensils such as:-

For a couple

Dinette Suite $ 75.00

Closet and set of drawers 75.00
Bed and Beddings 120.00
Stove 80.00
Heater 30,00
Fuel Efor 1 month) 15,00
Rent (for 1 month) 40,00
lMaintenance (for 1 month) 35,00
Water rates 2,00
BElectricity deposit 5,00
Kitchen utensils 26,00
Miscellaneous (drapes, bli?ds, linoleumn, 50,00
etc.
TOTAL $553.00

The above figures clarify the insufficiency of the government's present
placement allowance. The rehabilitation amount set by the Royal Con-
mission at the time of their survey here in 1944 was {520.00 for couple,
$260,00 for single persons, and $50.,00 for each dependent,.

Therefore we do hereby petition that the placement allowance be increased
to a minimum as set by the Royal Commission.

Respectfully, your petitioners,

ol Py SLOCAN VAu.y,J/NISEI ORGANT ZATION

\,,. : 7/7 y /7///\/
Slocan City Chairmen //(JL s /L/w

O A Bay Farm Chairmen /ézé :'é 2 et

§
i

§| Popoff Chairman 45522237’ >
i \
ii//;ifo Lemon Creek Chairmanc:></€i;;%abﬂ*éi«0%£“—-——'




Ottawa, May 10, 1946,

Mr., H. W, KarridSQ’ IoP.,
House of Commons,
OTTAVA.

Dear Mr. Herridge:
I have your letter of May 4th.

I believe I have already covered in my
letter to you of May lst, the matters touched on
in the petition from the Japanese Committee at
Slocan City enclosed with your letter.

The Department does not propose %o
withhold assistance for movement from British
* Columbia to all persons who may be subject to de-
portetion, Neither, on the other hand, will such
assistance be given indiseriminately to all persons
who are subjeect to deportation. ZEach gase will be
considered on its merits,

Yours sinecerely,

(SIGNED) HUMPHREY MITCHERE.



House of Commons

Honourable Humphrey Mitchell,

Minister of Labour,
OTTA W A.

Dear Mre. Mitchells

Canada

Ottawa, May 4, 1946,

i e G s Ree——

Dﬂkv""(t nent ot LL\DOU&
H: ECEIVE

i\ )
Vim

b
=]
%

Qecrelar
T S R

For your information I enclose a copy
of @ petition I have received from the Japanese Central
Committee of Slocan District, Slocan City, B.Ce

I would be pleased to be informed of the
Govermment's attitude towards the requests made in this

petition.

Sincerely yours,
HecbolTlotecriotoe
R ———

H.W. Herridge,
Member for Kootenay Weste.

M




Mr. H, W. Horridge, M.P.,
-House of Commons
Ottewa, Cana da

The Humble Petition of the Japanese Ceniral Committee of
Slocan Distriot SHEWETH THAT:

WHEREAS prior to evacuation, we had our own ways and means
of earning our living without depending to any marked degree on
government's assistance;

. SANDWHEREAS af the outbreak of war, we accepted evacuation
from the coastal defence area as one of the exigencies of war,
thereby giving up our employment upon which our livelihood was
dependent ;

AND WHEREAS no measures were taken by the federal authorities
to reimburse us, innocent evacuees, for losses incidental to ex-
pulsion from our {ormer homes, and most of our assets sither re-
mained in the hands of or were unlawfully sold by the Custodian
of Alien Property;

AND WHEREAS, much as we wish to co-operate with the govern-
ment's policy of dispersal and relocation to eastern provinces,
we who are subject to deportat ion under the authority of th: Order-
in-Council, p.c, 7355, namely the Japanese Nationals who signed
for repatriation, and the Naturalized Canedians who did not revoke
such request prior to midnight, September lst, 1945, are denied the
resettlement which is however provided to those people legally
resident in Canadaj;

AND WHEREAS without such concent we would hardly be able to
co-operate however eager we may be;

Therefore, we, the Central Japanese Committee of Slocan
Distriet do HUMBLY PETITION;

THAT the permanent resettlement to be allowed to us who
voluntarily acquiesce in the suggestion of the federal authorities
that we settle in designated provinces or places;

THAT affective steps be taken to provide such rehabilitation
fund

THAT ample assurance be given of employment and housing,

AND YOUR PETITIONERT, A3 IN DUTY BOUND, WILL EVER PRAY.

DATED the 19th day of April, A.D. 19848,

(sgd) W. Shikalanis
- Es Nishioka
" 3. Tawaski
" 9+ Nehibai



OTTAWA, May 1, 1946,

Kr, H.W. Herridge, !¢Po,

House of Comunons,

GTITAWA,

Dear Mr, Herridget _ ;
I have your letter of April 208th.

I would point ocuty in the firsi ifastance, that

muthe.iupanose et the Slocan City Centre, ascording to

ny information, consist chiefly of Jaupanese who applied
for repetriation to Japan and it is interesting to note
the suggestion now put forward by their Committee thet
they ere willing to consider relocation outside B.Cs
but only on the terams propossed in their petition,

Selfesupporting saploynent has been available
to all these people both in British Columbia and else~
where in Canasda over ithe period of the past four years
and in view of the extent of free services which have
been offered in the settlements, there has been no
negeselty for persoas willing and capable of work to
draw on their own resources for e living,

In view of the difficulties in finding housing

"sccommodation in all parts of Canada, our reloesstion
pfficers have advised the wege earmers in the various

settloments who desire to relocate to take employment
offered in the sastern eareas and to plan to bring their
fenilies enst at a later dete as and swhen suitable

" accommodation ¢an be found and the wage sarners are

gottled in satisfactory employment. Ve have plenty of
suitable opportunities for employment in almost every
ares in Cenada as fer east as the Province of Quebeec.

At the same tinme, our placement officers are
znd types of employment which

making every effort to f




carry housing accommodation with them. Most of this type
of eunployment is found in rural areas. {

The Committee are evidently mistaken in their
reference to the rehablilitation grant reconmended by the
Royal Commission of 1944, This Commission headed by
Dr. Jackson, Deputy Minister of Health and Welfare for
t+he Province of Manitoba and which included as members
Dr. fteorge Davidson, preseat Dominion Deputy Minister of
Welfare, Mr, Bone, Gommigsioner of Welfare for the City
of Vancouver, Mrs, Mary “utherland of your own Province
were appointed to investigate and report on the health
and welfare conditions in the settiements,

The Coamigsion at no place ia its report made
any recommendationg that Japanese should be granted a
rohabillitation allowaace but haviag received complainte
that Jepanese in the setitlemontis whe had ligquid sasects were
not given a cash maintenance while in possession of lhuid
assets of thelir own for this purpose, the Commisgsion dealt
with this complaints On such inguiry, the Commigsion
approved the policy which the Department had been following
of paying cesh maintenance te Japanese wnose liguid assets
did nov exceed $B20 per couple; $260 per single person plus
$80 for each dependent. It was considered that the amounts
thus left with the Japanese would facilitate their subsequent
relocation.

As you will appreciate, it does not follow that
either the Commission or this Department has ever recommended
or established the re-establishment allowance of the amounts
mentioned. The Department does provide free transportation,
maintenance en route and & grant of $1L20 per couple plus
addltional amouhts for dependents of psregonsg moving east into
employment as well as specific employment, howevers Possibdbly
you would like to have a capy wi .se Jackgon Commission Report
which I am enckosing herewiths

Yours sincerely,

Encs









House of Commons
Canada

Ottawa, April 29th, 1946. 1
?;;af”-'urﬂmbmuﬁ!
y RECEIVED
Honourable Humphrey Mitchell,
Minister of Labour, LoV 1546

OTTATWA.

as 3n RAZmiabap)
Secretziy to Minister.

T — s

Dear Mr, Mitchell; ;

i

For your information I enclose a copyy/
of a petition I received yesterday from the Japanese V
Central Committee of Slocan District, Slocan City, B.Ce

I would appreciate it very much if
you would inform me of your attitude towards the request

made in this petition.

i B >
2
'
/ﬁ'
o — N /4




w® H., W, Herridge M.P.,
House of Commons,
Ottawa, CANADA.

The Humble petition of the Japanese Ccentral commit tee of
Slocan District SHEWETH;

THAT we appreciate greatly the Dominion*Government's consider-
ation in increasing our Relocation Allowance as publicized by our
respective Supervisors,

THAT in 1942 the government order compelled us to be uprooted

from our homes at the coast resulting a serious financial loss to
us.,

THAT the various restricetions were foreed to abandon or to
dispose of all our furniture and many other things at very low prices
and are now living under most trying conditions, or left possessions
in the care of The Custodian of Enemy Alien Properties, believing
their assets to pe fully protected for them until their return, found

to their greatest disappointment that the Custodian disposed of most

of their possessions at prices far below the actual value of these
g00d8.

THAT in living in the Interior Housing project we were compelled
to spend all our means even if we had amy remained,

THAT the provincial Relief Statistic (pre-war figures) will
prove that the people of Japanese origin, who were assisted by the
Government have been very few showing that we endeavour to be good
citizen - not wards to the Government of Canada.,

THAT spite of the above fact we are compelled to petition the
govermment %o inerease further our alliowance; as it is of an
absolute necessity to us in order to re-establish ourselves as the

revised Relocation Allowance is far from sufficient in re-establishin
ourselves,

THAT much as we wish to co-operate with the government®'s

policy of dispersal and relocation to eastern provinces, we would
hardly do so.

AND THAT the rehabilitation amount as approved by the Royal
Commission at the time of their survey herein 1944, and the

Custodian was $520,00 for a couple #260.00 for a single person and
450,00 for each dependent.

WHEREFORE, we, the Japanese Central Committee of Sloecan
Distriet do HUMBLY PETIT ION;

THAT the government of Cenada will increase the Placement
Allowance t0 such a minimum as approved by the Royal Commission,

THAT ample assirance be given of employment and housing,

AND YOUR PETITIONERS, AS IN DUT'Y BOUND, EVER PRAY.

DATED the 21st day of April A.D., 1946,

JAPANESE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF SL OCAN DISTRICT.
SLOCAN CITY, Be Co
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CENTRAL REGISTRY,

Room "ffpont. Bldg. AV
Please place attached on file vrv '
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onourable Paul Mariin,
Secretary of State,
Ottawe, CANADA,
The Humble Pe tition of the Japanese Centrel Com
. s TS
Slocan Dls,“lct wilLiig

MITA M

1Al we appreciate greatly the D
tion 1n 1ﬁ0” asing our Relocation Al
rcspeculve Superv

Yominion Govermment's comnsider-
lowsnce 2s publicized by our

(2]

o
)

B

TEAT in 1942 the government order compelled us to be uprooted
our homes at the coagt resulting a serious financial loss to us,

THAT the various resirictions were forced to abandon or to
dispose of all our furniture and many other things at véry low prices,
end are now living under mobt trying conditions, or left possessions y
in the care of The Curtodian of Enem;” Alien Properties, believing their
assest to be fully protected for them until their return, found to
their greatest disappointment thet the Custodian disposed of most of’
their possession. at prices far below the actual valued of these goods,

THAT in living in the Interior Fousins project we were compelled
to-spend 811 our‘means even if we had any remained.

THAT the provineial Relief Stetistic (pro-war figures) will
prove thaf the people of Japanese origin, who were assisted b~ the :
Government have been very few showine that we endeavour to he good
c¥tizen - .not wards to the Government of Cenadsa.

THAT spite of the above fact we =re compelled to p n the
government to increase further our eallowence; as it is of an absolute
necessity to us in order to re-establish ourselves as the revised
“elocation Allowance is far from sufficient in re-establishing

ourselves,

THAT much 28 we wish to ' co-operate. with the

ion to eastern provinces, we

1D i

AND' THAT the rehabil

i : 4 ou 8 approved by the Royal Corm-
ission pt the time of “heir survey herein 1944, and the Custodion was
20400 for a couple 3260,00 for a single. persons and 450,00 for each
dependent,
Wik 7";”-\‘ "-Y‘" o 41, Ty =y e ) el ~ . [}
1““$A;O:f% Wo, the Japenese Centrel Committee of 51oc istrict
do HUKBL -.,;J.;IOL;
THAT

S B the government of Cenada will increase the Placement

0 ch a minimun as epproved by %1 Royal Commission

THAT amp assu o ymet ity i
ample assurance be given of employment and housing,

ANTY VOTTR KW TmMT r, o A T T BOTIET

Al 10U P...;J.-LT.LJ D.LJ’ 418 IL. JJU. Y BLUAU’ ._:v.u-l. I‘.u.;i

DATED the 315t dew i 1
A 15 © =18t day of April « 1946
[AP AN TS VIR Ay 3 T
JAPAM, N Lz C...ﬂ.f.;g“u (918731 ITTER vt oLOCAL] .u..'_br.f (;’-
SLOCAN ¢ITY B, C
y Do Uy




MEMORANDUM

Minister of Justice

Referred to: Geo., G, Greene, Esq.,
Private Secretary to the
Minister of Labour, 3 y
OTTAVA, Ont..g_/,yn'f> (?’L(/(;({

——y

v

/Private Secretary.
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1"inister of Justice, Departing {VED
C-t{e‘t'zra’ CAT.,"..JA-. R E c E

]
- oY s iahy
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The Humble Petition of the Japanese Central Committeclo

= i dimister
Slocan Distridt SHEY ;Lli; sectetde 0 i

mLT A

ind 1»nt's consider-
[HAT we appreciate greatly the Dominion Goverg? nt s_c%?szrr
Tin — 5 i 1lowance bublicized by
ation in increasing our Relocetion Allowence as pu
regpective Supervisors.

: : i £ iprooted

THAT in 1942 the govefnrent G covp@lliafg;a;gigi gbgg %g 2t
from our homes at the coast resulting a serious

THAT 4he variogs restrictions were forcgd.to abgndon_o: Eo. b
dispose of all our furniture and many other things at very low :.ﬁcvu,
and are now livin- under most trying conditions, or.lelt po§so§d%vf? '
in the cere of The Custodian of Fnemy Alien FProperties, be}zgy;n& their
assest to be fully @ otected for them until t%elr’?etrrn: Lgunc ;o s
their greatest disappointment thet the Custodirn QlSpOSGOﬂOL“ESS Po;’ﬁ
their possessions at prives far below the actual valued of these goods,

8 |

T - T 3 v 1o T reT o O |
THAT in living in the Interior Housing project we were corpelled
to spend all our means even if we had any remainede

TFAT the provincial Relief Stelistic (pro-war figures) will
prove thet the people of Japaneseorigin, who vere ﬁss;stfa by the
Covernment have been very few showing that we endeavour to be good
citizen - not wards to the Covernment of Canada.

TPAT spite of the zbove fact we are compelled to petition the
government to increase furkher our allowance; as it is of an sbsolute
necessity to us in order to re-establish omrsclves as the revisecd

Relocation Allowsnce is far from sufficient in re-establishing

ourselves,
THAT much as we wish 4o co-cperate with the Covernment's policy
of di

spersal end relocation to eastern provinces, we would hardly do so.

AND THAT

the rehabilitation arovnt as approved by the Royal Comm-
ission at the time of their survey herein 1944, and the Custodisn was
¥o80,00 for a couple $260,00 for o single persons and $50.00 for each
dependent ,

WEERLFORE, we,

o a ; ‘ . " S
: vhe Japanese Ceniral Cormittee of Slocen Dis+trict
do HUNBLY PETITT N )

the government of
to such a mi

. Canade will increasec the Placen
nimum as approved by

i : ent Allowance
the Noyel Commission.

— g ;
THAT ample assurance be given of employment and housing.
AT - e —e e A

AND YOUR PETLTICNLRQ, S IN IUTY BCU]D, ZVER BRAY,

AT , y . .
VALEL +the 21st day of .’aprll A.D, 1946.

SLOCAN DISTRICT

JAPANESL CEZNTRAL COMIITTEE OF

SLOCE CITY, B




P
TO:; CENTRA' QEGISIRY,
Room 7, Conf. Bldge

Please place attached on file

23-2-2-14

HsT. Pammett,

7\

-

P.A. B.F'



- Slocan, Bo Co,
April 26, 1946,
. ol -

[

The Office of the minister of Labour, and ' z\§ﬁwmbwtg =~ i
The Honourable Minister Humphrey liitchell, Esq., o~ Minj ]

and with the Honourable iiinister's leave, beg to present this Letter of Petition,
relative to the notices made public to all eligible relocees of Japanese Racial Origin
regarding the allowance for resettlement east of the rockies.

According to declarations made by the Supervisors of respective housing projects, and
also by The Comnmissioner of Japanese Placement, T. B. Pickersgill, lisq., the Canadian
Govermnent increased the allowance for placement to $120,00 for married couple, $45.00
for a single adult, $15.00 for each child apart from the railroad fares, travelling
expenses and limited freight on household belongings. We appreciate the government's
kind consideration in increasing the allowances; however, after considerable thought
was given to this matter we find the amount far from sufficient. When the Japanese
people were forced to leave their homes by the order of the Canadian Government the

ma jority of them lost or disposed of their household goods at a very great loss. Those

disposed through the Custodian of Enemy Alien Propegrty, and credit recovered thereby,
were only nominal amount compared with the actual recoverable value. When a family
moves from one locality to another, and endeavors to establish a home the first problem

confronted is a shelter and necessary household furnitures and utensils such as:-

For a couple

Dinette Suite.........o.......-...o........@ 75.00

Closet amd set Oof ArawerS.cecscevescscecesee 75,00 L el
- Bed and Beddings....o................o..... 120000 \“\:1‘;“

stove....I'.....".....'........'.........I 80.00 \6&1/7/7

Heatorceeeoseovesscesscosssscscecsccssssscos 30,00

o Y
Fuel (forlmonth)ooooooc-.'000000000000000 15.00 /l/ <"'[;"

Hent (for lnlonth)o.-o'ooooo'o-oooo'oo'oooo 40.00 0://
Maintenance (for 1 month)e.ececcecsosceccee 35.00

Water rateS.esses ©$9000000000000000002000000 2.00
EIGCtI‘icity dePOSitooo'ooo.ooocoooooooooooo 5,00

Kitechen U‘t‘.ensils..o....-.........-......... 26,00
Miscellaneous (drapes, blinds, linoleum,etc) 50,00

'l‘oTAL.'....0.............................0.:‘;3553.00

The above figures clarify the insufficiency of the government's present placement
i allowance., The rehabilitation amount set by the moyal Commission at the time of their

survey here in 1944 was $520.00 for couple, $260 for single persons, and 950 00 for
\each dependent.

‘therefore we do hereby petition that the placement allowance be increased to a minimum
as set by the noyal Commission.

respectfully, your petitioners, L/l‘//
{
}3) SL/O(‘AN VALLEY NISEI ORGANIZATION
Slccan City Chairman ;;7¢5/ﬁL ///:;EEZ;

Bay Farm Chairman /{29/2 e e

Popoff Chairmen

Lemon Creek Chairman




Vancouver, B,C,,

January 14, 1944,

The Honourable Humphrey Mitchell,
Minister of Labour,

OTTAWA, Ontario,

Sir:=-

I have the honour to submit herewith,

the Report of Your RpFal Commission appointed pursuant to

A
Order in Council)®,C, 9498 to investigate the welfare of

N

Japanese in the Interior Settlements of British Columbia,

I have the honour to be,
sir,
/J?vﬁ‘ Your obedient servant,
Va /!
‘ ,*'Cﬁ ) n;(Sgd.) FolW, Jack%ﬁn, MeDs 5
g; i ' : Chairman,

FWJ /DS o/ {
i '

i./ 4 { |

v \ \\‘./J



REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION
APPOINTED PURSUANT TO ORDER-IN-COUNCIL,
F.C, # 9498, TO ENQUIRE INTO THE PROVISIONS
MADE FOR THE WELFARL AND MAINTENANCE OF
PERSONS OF THE JAPANESE RACE RESIDENT IN
SETTLEMENTS IN THE PROVINCE OF BHRITISH

COLUMBIA

Pursuant to the provisions of P.C. Number 9498,

of December 14th, 1943, which reads in part as follows:-

" The Committee of the Privy Council have had before
them a report, dated December 9th, 1943, from the
Minister of Labour, representing with reference to
Order-in-Council, P.C, 946 of F¥February 5th, 1942,
which empowers the Minister of Labour to make
provision for the maintensance and welfare of the
persons of the Japanese race evacuated from the
protected areas of British Columbia, that it is
deemed advisable that &n inquiry be made into“ the
present provision made for the maintenance and
welfare of persons of the Japanese race resident

in settlements in the interior of British Columbia
under the administration of the Department of

Labour, by the appointment of a Commission for an
immediate inquiry into such matters and to report
thereon to the Minister of Labour in respect thereto."

" The Minister therefore recommnends that Dr. F.W.
Jackson, Deputy Minister of Health and Public
Welfare, Province of Manitoba, Dr., G,F. Davidson,
Executive Secretary, Cenadian Welfare Council,
Ottawa, W, K, Bone, Administrator of Sociel Services,
City of Vancouver, and Mrs. Mary Sutherland,
Revelstoke, BsCo., be appointed Commissioners under
Part I of the Inquiries Act, to inquire into the
provision made for the welfare and maintenance of
persons of the Japenese race resident in the settle-
ments in the Province of British Columbia under the
administration of the Department of Labour and to
report thereon to the Minister of Labour, together
with such recommendations as to further measures to
be taken with regard thereto .as the Commission deemns
advisable and that Dr, F.W, Jackson be the Chairman
of such Commission; "

Your Commissioners so appointed met in Vancouver oén Decemnber
20th and extended their investigations and hearings over the

peribd to January l2th; 1944,



At the first meeting held in the officesof the
British Columbia Security Commission, 360 Homer Street,
Vancouver, the organization of Your Commission's activities
and the method of procedure for Your Commission's inquiry were
discussed and determined,

¥Mr, George Collins, Commissioner, B,C, Security
Commission, was invited to be present to outline the administra-
tive policy in respect to the care of the persons of the Japanese
race resident in the Interior Settlements, It was decided to
prpceed to Tashme immediately to obtain a picture of the general
conditions, and to become acquainted with the problems likely to
be encountered, A letter was sent to all Settlements inviting
their Japanese Camp Committees to appear before Your Commission
and make representations in writing respecting matters of
complaint, It was agreed that these meetings would be informal
and would be held in camera, but that the written brief and the
transcript of discussion at the time of presentation should be
certified and signed for the Japanese Camnp Comnittee, These
form appendices B and C, 8 to 15 inclusive,

Based on the experience gained on the visit to
Tashme, the following procedure for investigation of other camrs
was decided upon as generally applicable:-

1. Discussion on camp management with the camp
supervisor,

2e lieeting with the Japanese Camp Committee,

e Investigation of all situations alleged by the
Japanese Camp Committee to be undes-dirable, and
visits to all parts of the Settlement accompanied
by members of the Japanese Camp Committees,

4, A final discussion with the Settlement executives°l
Your Commission from the beginning was aware of

the difficulty of finding an adequate "yardstick" by which to

appraise the welfare and maintenance of the persons of the

Japanese race resident in the Interior Settlements.



be applied:-

1.

4,

Se

It was agreed that the following criteria should

The physical condition of the people, including
that of the children, and a comparison with
their pre-evacuation condition as recorded in
obtainable health records;

The adequacy of maintenance rates for indigent
families to be determincd by comparison with
their pre-evacuation standard of living and with
the standard of other persons receiving public
aid;g

The adequacy of housing conditions as determined
by a comparison with their prec-evacuation
dwellings, by their suitability for climatic
conditions, and the availability of building
materials;

The extent of opportunity for occupation on a
self-supporting basis as comnparcd with pre-
evacuation opportunities; '

The adequacy of the educational programme and
school facilities for the children in the
Interior Scttlements;

Availability and use of Japancsc assets,

The complaints most frequently cncountered in

Your Commission'®s investigation of the Settlencnts were:-

1,

4,

Oe

That the maintenance rates for indigent Japanese
are insufficient to buy adcguate food at
prevailing prices;

That houses are overcrowded, unsafe during winter
weather, and unsuited to severe climatic
contitions;

That the supply of fuel is inefficiently
distributed and of infTerior quality;

That thcere is unreasonable delay in supplying
necded clothing and shocs to familiecs on
maintenance;

That the health of the pcoplc is adversely
affectcd by inadequate housing and insufficient
food ané that this has resulted in increased
illness and malnutrition of children;

That there is a lack of facilitics for indoor
recereation during winter months, cspccially for
children,



ADMINISTRATION

Your Commission, as instructed, has made an
cxtensive and thorough investigation of the welfarec and mainten-
ancc of the pcople of the Japancse raco in Interior Sottlements,
It records its admiration for the splendid picce of work
cxecuted by the original B,C. Security Commission in its task
of evacuating twenty-threc thousand persons from the Defence
Aréa to temporary reosidence c¢lscwhere, Therc was no prccedent
to follow, The construction problcm alone, during the pocak of
war stringency of matcrials was o gigantic achicvement, The
evocuation of thesc pcople with, so far as Your Comnission can
find, & minimun of hardship is a natter for congretulation,

Your Comnmnission is impressed with the goncrally
adequatc administration of the prégram in the Scttlcments by
tho\Dopartment of Labour of the¢ Dominion Government through its
instrument, the B.C., Sccurity Conmnission, Thc¢ B.,C. Security
Commission functions on the whole¢ cificicntly and would appear
to be adequatce for the carrying out of the policy cstablished
by the Government, The co~ordination of the various local
administraetive units is good, The office quartecrs from whieh
the B.C, Sccurity Commission operates, although originally
sufficient are, ot prescnt, ovorcrowded., No provision is made
for & rost room for the fomale staff,

The local adminiétrntions at the various Interior
Settlements are located in suitable quartcrs and the administra-
tive work, gonorally spoaking, is officicnt, A large percentage
of the staffs ot cach local administration office is roecruited
from the regsidents of the Scttlements,

In the following pages Your Commission has sct
forth its findings and rocommundutions in catcegorical fashion,
In stating its findings, Your Commission draws attontion to
this fact, that the Interior Settlement projccts are a tenmporary

mcans of nceting an emergency, The Settlemonts cre stated by



the Department of Labour to be, "A step in the evacuation

process and a training ground for employment,... in the Prairies
and the Rast," (1) It has never been the policy so far as

Your Commission can learn, to develop the Settlements with any

contemplation of permanency. With this your Commission is in

entire accord, Consequently, in evaluating the welfare and
maintenance of the people in the Interior Settlements, the
tenporary aspect of the provisions should be borne in mind at
all times,

The appendices contain the details of the

representations made to Your Commission and other supporting

data,

MAINTZENADNCE

FINDTINGS

All indigents except certain groups of older
persons in the Interior Settlements rececive their maintenance
in cash and purchase their food at Commission or local stores,
Your Commission received no complaints in respect to food
obtainable, Foods inspected in the stores were of average or
better quality, There was a fair range of cheaper cuts of meat
and fish, as well as of the more expensive varieties. In all
the Settlements Japancse were encouraged to, and did, use all
available land for garden purposes,

Every representation made by Japanese camp
committees rcquested an incrcase in the prescnt food maintenance
rates, despite the fact that the rates of food maintonance of
the B,C, Scecurity Commission are slightly higher than the
provincial social assistance rate, that of the City of Vancouver
for Orientals and that given by the Decpartment of Pensions and
National Health for war pensioners requiring supplemental
assistance,

In support of their argument some of the Japanese

camp committees contended that the Occidental in receipt of food

maintenance has more opportunity of supplementing his food

(1) APPLNDIX 2 PAGE 2 PARAGRAPH 8



allowance with money earned at casual labour than the Japanese,
With this Your Commission does not agree having in mind that
only unemployable Occidentals are on public assistance at thé
present time,

Your Commission has made no attempt to ascertain
whether any of the food rates above-mentioned are adequate, but
the evidence of the Health Examinations of school children
together with the general improvement in health shows that the
food obtained by the Japanese in the Interior Settlements is
sufficient to maintain health, proper growth and development,(l)

Representations were also made in respect to
clothing and fuel, In regard to clothing thereé was no complaint
regarding quality, It was generally alleged that the interval
between the issuance of the requisition and the delivery of the

clothing was too long, The supply and quality of the wood was

generally found satisfactory,

RECOMMEDNDATTION

Your Commission recommends that there be.no
increase in the present food maintenance rates for emnployable
persons and their dependents, It believes it to be in the best
interests of both the Japanese themselves and the public that
the employable persons should accept proferred work instead of
maintenance at public expense, Your Commission further recom-
mends-an increase of not more than 10% in the food maintenance
rates in the case of the aged, infirm and unemployable persons
and their dependents, to be granted at the discrction of the
Welfare department., It is recognized that in the case of this
entire group its food maintenance rates cannot be augmented by

casual labour to cover necessities other than foodstuffs,

SHETLTER

FINDINGS

Your Commission after an extcnsive investigation

of all housing in the Settlements saw no cvidence to substantiate

(1) APPENDIX 6 PAGE 3 TABLES 2 & 3
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the complaint fhat the new housing erected by the B,C, Security
Commission was of unsafec construction, Although this housing is
only of a temporary nature many houscs have becn winterized
through the initiative of the occupants and with the assistance of
the B,C. Security Commission in supplying materials,

Duc to the urgency of the cvacuation problem a
number of unsuitable, unsafe vacant buildings in some Intorior
Scttlements werc made into multiple dwollings aﬁd arce still being
used for this purposec,

Your Commission inspeccted the former Japaneso
housing on Powell Stroct in Vancouver, at Stcveston and several
cannery settlements on the lowor.Frascr. The new housing as

erccted by the B,C, Sccurity Comnmnission is supcrior to that which
Your Commission visited, The buildings in the Interior Sottlements
which arc divided into épartments while in most cases unsafec and
undesirable are, Your Comnmission bolieves, ecqual to tho quarters
previously occupicd by those Japancse who formerly resided in tho
Powell Strect arca,

In respect to the complaint of ovecrcrowding
Your Commission finds that especially in rcmodelled buildings this
applies, This, however, must bec viewed in the light of pre-
evacuation living standards of thc Japanesc of Canada and of
cxisting conditions in many Occidental committecs during war-timc,
This situation is being alloviated as the Japanoso’families co~-
operate with the B,C, Socurity Commission in moving to outside
cmployment and rcarranging thce family groupings within the settle-
ment, Much more can be donec in this connection when the B,C,

Sececurity Commission has more co-operation from the Japanese,

REC OMMENDATTION

Your Commission recommecnds that the B.C,.
Security Commission continue the policy of wintecrizing houses
for those unable to do the work themsclves and of making available

the necessary materials for the others, Your Commission furthor
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rececommends inueat 4 : .
nds the continuction ond cEpansion of the prosent programme

°f outside placement and tho rearrangement of the familics in the

eXisting accommodation belicving that the solution to tho problem

lies in this dircection rother than in providing oxtro housing,

In this connection particular attention should bo given to the
transfer of familics from old romodellcd buildings to Commission

crccted housing as spacce bocomes available,

EMPLOYMENT

FINDINGS

Your Comnission has examined thce productive work
and special industrics provided by the B,C. Sccurity Commission
for the residents of t he Settlements, Thesc havo been developed
to a commendable degrec of efficicncecy, It is tho opinion of Your
Commission that except in occasional circumstancces not a great
decal morc can be dono, This view is arrived ot having due consi-
deration to available raw matcerials, the location of the Scttle-
nents and the skill of the residents, Your Comnnission is
inpressed with the fact that those in romunor;tive occupation in
the conps are the better-~cducated and trained, the more cfficient
and gencrally more personable individuals, It is tho opinion of
Your Comnission that persons so occupicd arc those that could
nost readily fit into outside¢ employments Your Commission
approves the policy of thc Departmont of Labour in considering
the Intcrior Scttlcmonts as Clearing-stations, and Training
centres, (l). The policy of dispcrsing the Japancsc aCross
Canada in productive, self-supporting cnploynent singly, in
snall groups or family units where they huave tho opportunity

of being assinilated into local community life, Your Connission

(L) APPENDIX R PAGE 3 PARAGRAPH 2
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believes to be in the best interests of Canadé and of the

peérsons of the Japanese race themselves, Respecting the

complaint of unfairness in withholding maintenance from

single employable persons 18 years of age and over with

Canadian citizenship who refuse to accept suitable remunerative
employment offered, Your Commission accepts this policy as fair

and sound and a necessary step in the re-establishment of the

individual in self-supporting employment, Your Commission is of

the opinion that this policy should also apply to Japanese

Nationals, From all information available, Your Commission is

assured that there is ample opportunity for employment outside

the Settlements for all employable Japanese,

Representations were made by all Japanese camp

committees requesting an increase in the scale of wages paid by

the B.C., Security Commission, Your Commission found that the

representations did not take into account the perquisites such as

shelter, fuel, light and medical care supplied in addition to the

wages received from the Commission for which only a token

deduction is made,

RECOMME NDATI ON

Your Commission recommends:
(a) That the policy of placement in self-supporting employ-
ment be accelerated by directing those persons at present employed

by the BeC. Security Commission to such positions,

(b)

That persons presently unemployed be placed in the

positions thus vacated, even if this involves some loss in

operating efficiency, in order that they be trained to be self-

supporting outside,

(e) That the co-operative relationship of the B.C, Security

Commission and the National Selective Service fo this end be

continued and extended,
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(&) That Welfare Departments at the Settlements be
strengthencd so that more omphasis will be placed on inter-
preting the advantages to be doerived from outside employment
for those who arc cligible,

(e) That consideration be given in thosc Scttlements
where it may be practicable, to an incrcased wage scale and that
rcasonable deductions be made for any scrvices which may be

supplied by the B,C, Sccurity Commission,

EDUCATTION

FINDTINGS

Your Commission finds that although education is
and always has been a provincial right and obligation, the Depart-
ment of Education of the Provincc of British Columbia has rcfused
to take any rcsponsibility for the education of the Japancse
children in the Interior Scttlements although becfore these same
children werc ovacuated from the Deofence arca this rcesponsibility
wés recognized and assumed, (1) The B,C, Seccurity Commission
is providing education for Japancsc childrcn in the Interior
Scttlements by making available instruction up to Grade VIII
through teachers securcd from the highcor~cducatcd Japanese
pcrsonnel of the camp, In the casc of individuals, High School
cducation is given by mecans of corrOSpondoncc_coursossuppliqd
by the Department of Education of thec Provincial Governmeﬁt,
payment at cost being mede dircct by the students to the Dupart-
ment of Education, No kindergarten or high school education is
being provided by the B.,C, Sccurity Commission but in some of
the Sottlements qualificd teaching missionaries arce giving
instruction, Premiscs are arranged for by their respective
churches, Natural lighting in improviscd classrooms 1s inadeguate
althodgh this in sémo instances is being rcectified by the
installation of artificial lighting, Thorc is considerable

overcrowding in somc of thc classrooms,

(1)

APPENDIX 7 -~ E,
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RECOMMEDNDATION

Your Commission reccommends that ncgotiations be
rc-opcned with the Department of Education of the Province of
British Columbia to the c¢nd that it rcassumc its obligation in

respcect to tho cducation of the children of the Japanesce race.

FINDTIDNGS

At 211 Inturior Settlements Your Commission found
an oxcellent progrdmme of medical carc including hospitalization,
medical and dental scrvices, (1) Sufficicnt hospital beds are
provided by the B,C. Sccurity Commission or arrangod for through
local hospital facilities, Well-staffod ncdical clinics are
cstablished at cach centre, Your Commission is gratificed to
note that thc ecmphasis on the medical programme is on the
prevention of disccse, Accopted inmnmunization proccdurcs are
carriced out at cach of the Settlemonts and praectically all
children have been protcctced ageinst smallpox, diphtheric,
scarlet fewver, typhoid fevor znd whooping-cough, Prec-natal and
baby Clinics arc¢ available at all Scttlcments and arc well
patronized by the Japnancse pcopnle, School nedical scrvices are
2lso provided, Both Occidentzl and Japencesc Doctors are senployed
on a full-timc¢ basis, in cocntrus whero there arc no local Doctors
available or cre uscd to cugnent the local Physicians,

The B,C, Sccurity Commission's hospitals are well
constructed and adequatcly staffed, Registored nurses are in
charge ot ©«ll points and aro assistced by Japancse girls who have
bevn trained at the hospitals as Nursing Aides,

Tuborculosis hes clways been a scerious problen
anongst the Japancse pcoplo., To conbat this the B,C., Socurity
Comnission has c¢stcblished o Sanatorium at New Donver, The

potential bed caopacity of this Institution is, Your Commission

(1) APPENDIX 6 TABLE 1
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believes, adequate for the needs of the Japanese for the treatment
of Tuberculosis, Your Commission finds the Japanese people
exceptionally healthy. To evaluate the health of the Japanese
people, Your Commission conducted a health survey, The
examination of 1,319 Japanese children in the Interior Settlements
proved them to be above the average in height and weight as
compared to the Japanese children in the same age group in the
pre~§vacuation period as shown by the records of the Greater
Vancouver Metronolitan Health Committee, (1) No epidemic

disease of any conseguence has been prevalent in any of the
Settlements during the past year, In the opinion of Your Commissim

the medical care provided at the Interior Settlements for Japanese

people exceeds that received by the average Canadian,

REGCOMMENDIDATTON

Your Commission recommends that the Tuberculosis
Case~finding programme be extended to all Settlements, Your
Commission further recommends that the Japanese Nurse on the
BsC, Security Commission staff at Kaslo, who has been specially
trained in Public Health, be used to assist in the programme by
carrying out health education amongst the Japanese throughout

all the Settlements,

FINDIDNGS

All Japanese camnp comnittees drew attention to
an alleged lack of recreation facilities for children and adults,
especially during the winter season, Your Commission during its
inspection of the Settlements visited premises which were used
for recreational purposes, These consisted of accommodation set
aside in most of the centres for the Japancese camp committees,

At least one or more school rooms in all Settlemecnts were available

(1) APPENDIX 6 TABLE 2
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for meetings, concerts and other c¢ntertainments after school
hours, In many instancos class room partitions were romovable
Tor this purpose, P;cturo-shows were available at ncarly all
Settlements, skating, skiing and sleighing were also part of
the recreational facilities at all Settlements,

During the summer months tennis, basket-ball,
baseball and swimming are available, Having in mind the
temporary naturc of the Settlements and the generally clement
weather of the Interior of British Columbia Your Commission is
of the opinion that a minimun of inconvenience and hardship

exists under the proscnt sct-up,

RECOMMENDATTON

Your Commission rcecomiacnds that no further

capital expenditurcs bec made for Recreational facilitics,

JAPANTESTE

E T

65}

i
()
0

FINDIDNGS

Your Commission rcceived no complaint in respect
to tho policy of the B,C. Sccurity Commission in retaining liquid
assets of Japancsc to thc extont of §260,00 for each adult and
$50,00 for cach shild as a rehabilitation fund,

Inquirics werce made of the Japanose camp committoes
at scveral Settlemonts in reference to this policy, and the
principlc was approved although they did not carc to state
definitely that the amount being rotained was sufficient for
their re-cstablishmont,

Your Commission discusscd with the Custodian,
Japancsc Scction, Department of the Secrctary of Stato, and the
Commissioncr of the Japancsc Placcment, the question of the
disposal of Japanesc liquid asscts, It was found that the

proccdurc prescently followed is to rcleasc such asscts to the



Japancse when requcsted to do so, if in thc opinion of the
Custodian and the Commissioncr of Japanesc Placement such action
is dcemed desirable, the distribution being made in such manner

and in such amounts as may be mutually arraznged,

RECOMMEDNDATION

Your Conmnmission reccommcends:

(a) That when any Japancse person with his dcpcendents
beccomos cstablished outside of the Interior Settloments, that cll
his liquid asscts bec rcleascd to him on roquest,

(b) That thc present policy of retaining liquid asscts as a
rchabilitation fund in the amounts alrcady cstablished for those
persons who arc rcsident in the Interior Settlcments be continuecd,

(c) That where a Japancse resident in the Intorior Sottle-
ments has liquid asscts that thesc be distributced to the ownor as

and when tho Commissioncr of Japancesc Placemcent may docide,

S UMMARY

YOUR COMIIISSION IS OF THZ UNANINOUS OPINION THAT

THE PROVISIONS MADE BY THiE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA THROUGH THE DEPART-

HiNT OF LABOUR FOR THE WELFARE OF TEI JAPANESE IN THE iNTERIOR
SETTLEMENTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA ARE, AS A VAR-TIME MEASURE,
REASONABLY FAIR AND ADEQUATE,

GCENERATL OBSERVATTITONS

UNOFFICIAL PRLESENTATIONS

Bosides the rcprescntetions made by the Japanese
cenp comnittecs, Your Commission rcccived nany conments both
written and oral in respect to thc operation of the Interior
Settlements, The majority of these worec of a naoturc favourable
to the present Government policy as related to the welfare and

maintenance of the Japancse pcople,



a 18 W

An cxample of this is a quetation from a letter
prescnted to Your Conmmission by a group of naturalized Japanese
whose opinion thec Japanese canp conmittee did not roprosont:;

" We representing the Naturalized Canadians here
respectfully express to you that we are quite
satisfied with food and housing here, We must
realize that we are under the conditions of wartime
restrictive regulations and transportation, If we
want to buy certain food materials at the i:stores here,
we can get them all right, Sometimes they could not
get them as much gs we expect under the present war-
time conditions, no one should be blamed, Regarding
the housing, we have the Japanese Carpenter paid by
the Supervisor, If there 1s anvthing wrong about

the house, the Supervisor will instruct the Carpenter
to fix it immediately.,

The Japanese Doctor here looks after the Sanitation
and the Ventilation of houses, we presume he will
report to the Supervisor who will attend to it
immediately, The officials here who look after us
are very kind-hearted and considerate, We must

co-operate with the officials, "

JAPANESE WAR VETTIETRANS

In two of the Settlements visited representatiqns
were made on behalf of Japanese Veterans of the Canadian Army,
1914-18, pointing out that no distinction is being made between
gx~service men, despite their military service to Canada, and
other Japanese, Your Commission is sympathetic to their request

that they be given preferred treatment if this is possible,

POL I CING

At all scettlements visited, law enforcement was
under the jurisdiction of small details of the Royal Canadian

Mounted Police, No military control is exercised, the Royal
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Canadian lMounted Police being responsible for all movement and
discipline of the Japanese in the Interior Settlements, Your
Commission found that the Japanese appreciate the fair manner

in which the Royal Canadian Mountcd Police carries out its duties,

ADMINTIGSTRATTIVE

DETATTL

Both in the briefs prescnted by the camp
committees and in thc discussions following presentations, a
number of minor mattcrs of administrative detail were brought
to the attention of Your Commission, These Your Commission has
taken the liberty of referring dircctly to the B.,C. Security

Commission for its consideration,

In conclusion, Your Commission wishes to express
its appreciation for the co-operation and assistance of the
Advisory Committee, to the B,C, Sccurity Commission and the
Custodian who have given valuable information and advice, It
thanks the Provincial Department of Health and the Greater
Vancouver Health Committee for making available public health
nurses and equipment for the health study., The co-opcrative
manncr in which the Japancse camp committees prescnted their

briefs expedited Your Commnissionts investigations,



g

..... The Royal Canadian Mounted Police provided efficient motor
transportation. The co~operation of Mr. Collins and his staff
both at the central office and at the Interior Secttlements

materially assisted Your Commission. in its study.

We have the honour to be,
glir;

Your obedient servants,

(sgd) F.W., JACKSON,
Chairman.

(sgd) W,R. BONE,
Commissioner.

(sgd) MARY SUTHERLAND,
Commigsioner.

(sgd) GEORGE F, DAVIDSON,
Commissioner.

Janvary 12th, 194k,
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Department of Labour,
RECEIVED
Tonoursble Humphrey Mitchell, AFr £4¢ Lu40

"inisﬁa* of Labour,
Ottawa, CANADA, Seeretary to Minister." §

t mittee of
The Humble Petltnon of the Jepanese Central Cormit
5locen District SHEWLIH;

' *
THAT we appreciste greatly the Dominion Government’'s cgn sider
X X

ation in increasing our "eIOCﬂtlrn Allowense as publicized our
respective Cupervisors.

THAT in 1942 the govérnment order compelled us to be uprooted
from our homes at the cozst resulting ¢ serious fina cial loss to us.

THAT the various restrictions were foreed to abanden or to
dispose of all our furniture Pnc many other things at Kf;" 1lwo prices,
°nd—"rc now 31v1n5 under most trving conditions, or lef possessions
in the care of The Custodian of Fnemy Alien Properties, Lo¢1~v1no their
esgsest to be fully pzotecbed for them until tHelr retbrn, found %o
their ”re”tesﬁ disaprointment that the Custodian disp osed of most of
their possescions at prives far below the actual vnlued of these goods.

THAT in living in the Interior Housing \rojeﬂt we were compelled
to spend all our means even if we hed any remained,

THAT the provincial Relief Stat stic (pro-war 'lLUT“”) will
prove thet the people of Japanese origin, who were essisted by the
Covernment have been very few shO'in thet we endeavour to be good
citizen - not wards to the Government of Canadae.

-

AT gpite of the above fact

»,c

we are compelled to petition the
nt to increase further our 110vance, asit is of an absolute
to us in order to re-establish ourselves ss the revised

-
F:
governmen
necessity
ation Allowance is far from sufficient

ity
Relocatior ent in re-esteblishing
ourselves, -

THAT much as we wish to co-operate withthe governmert's policy
of dispersal and relocation to eastern provinces, we would hardly d

AND THAT the rehabilitation amount es approved by the Koyal Corm-
ission at the time of their survey herein 1944, aond :
Ao Ul e
3520,00 for a couple £260,C0

. for a single persons and 550,00
dependents,

WHEREFORS
VN U g T]e

B )
 WEE vhe Japanese Central Committee of
do HUMBLY T ...T..T.LCU 3

Slocan District

-A.‘L' £ yauv £ e 7. P 1
f . the government of Qanad< will increase the Placement Allowance
¢o guch e minimum as approved by the Royal Cormigsion.
H‘\’V\J. T l
-et ample agsurance be given of emplovment and housing.

£

AND YOUR PETITIONERS S, AS IN DUTY BOUND, EVER PHAY

ik

DATED the ?lst day of April A.D. 194€,

gy

JAPANESE CENTRAL €Ol

L BTE

SLOCAN GITY, B, Ca




MEMORANDUM
Office of the Prime Minister

dttawa,...uz.ﬁph...April: 1946,

Referred from the Office of the
Prime Minister to the Minister
of Labour.

ibour, |

G.J.Ma

e

a2 /
PR 29 1946 IPrivate Secretary.



To THE RIGHT HONOURABLE MACKENZIE KING,
., b=

The Prime !"inister of Canada,
Ottaws, CANADA,

The Humble Petition of the Jepanese Central Committee of
Slocan District SHEWETH;

TFAT we appreciafe greatly the Dominion Government's considen-
ation in increasing our Relocation Allowance as publicized by our
respective Supervisorse

TUAT in 1942 the govermment order compelled us to be uprooted
our homes 2t the coast resulting a serious financial loss to us.

)
b
(@]
B

THAT the various restrictions were forced to abandon or to
dispose of all ocur furniture and meny other things at very lwo prices,
and are now living under most trring conditions, or left possessions
in the cere of The Custodian of Znemy Alien Properties, believing their
assest to be fully protected for them until their return, found fo
their gre-test disappointment that the Custodian dispcsed of most of
their .possessions at prives far below the actual valued of these goods.
T’@T in living in the Interior Housing project we were compell
to spend all our means even if we had eny remained.

-

THAT the provincial Relief Statistic (pro-war figures) will
nrove that the people of Japanese origin, who were assisted by the
Government have been very few showing thet we endeavour to be good
e o

CAfhzen - not wards to +1e Governrent of Canadas

MEIA o

15al spite of the sbove fact wé are cormelled to petition the
governrcnu to increase further our allovs&ce' as it is of an absolute
necessity {to us in order to re-esteblish ourselves as the reviced
Relocation Allowance is far from sufllclenﬁ in re-establishin
ourselves,

A ~ A iy L TRV PR NS - 2.3 LY
THAT much .8 WO lf' to co-onerate with tho Tove“ﬂrf“*" policy
location to eastdrn provinces, we would hardly co SO0,

.L‘L r-r;; Ny 5 &

‘Al the rehabilitation aro 5 2py1 ; o
o 1€ ilits unt as approved by the y
B =it + r} 7 : LY s -
TS”;On B the time of their survey herein 1944, and theé FuJur
":f‘ ~ Il.f\ - (] i .4 g " )
:920.00 for a couple %260,00 for & single persons and {50
deprndenta il "

" d..: BFORE Rord 1 T ey - Y -
REFORE, we, tle Japenes: Central Committec of Sloern Dist:

- TTMLT e 3 gtri
do FULBLY P~F1IH.LUI'= 1 WIBUTICT
THAT ke povarnmernd A - .
’ cono w6 government of Canade will incres 80 the Placement Allc-en
to such a minimy : v a.cemens Allcuance

um as ‘91~01rcr }'\d -":Lb ..O"E‘l COV migsi on

THAT ample agsura: be 3 £
“ApP~E assurance be given of employment and housine

TN WA 8
£8D IOUR PETITIONERS S T 1TV ROTT Zalll
i IO.H.J‘.;V, Ao L DZT—"’ "(/L D & ,,_J‘ui, P:L,;—].
”
UA JD tbe 27at A
Ll £18C day of Anre 2T '
“LiBt Qay ol April A.D. 1946

JATANEST CLNYHAL COMMITTE B OF

- —...14

SLOCAN DISTRICT,

SLOCAN CITY, B, g,




TO: CLNTR:@RFGISTRY,
| Roon 7, Conf. Bldg.

Please place attached on file
2

f

HeT. Pammett.

‘z B-Fn
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Ottawa, April 9, 1946,

Mr. To B, Pickersgill,
Commissioner of Jepanese Placement,
Department of Labour,

360 Homer Street,

Vancouver, B.C.

Re: Closing Administration at Kaslo

Thanks for your report of April 5th in this metter. We
haven't had brought to our attention copy of Mr. Ross's letter.

On the general subject of the Dominion's responsibility
for welfare of persons in self-supporting employment in any community,
we have, as you know, a recognized responsibility of this nature in
respect of evacuated Japanese outside British Columbia on the gmund
that they are still in the re-settlement stege and I believe that
this stage must be considered as continuing for as long at least as
the Dominion Government continues to exercise control over movement
and placement. i

I should think, therefore, that we would be justified in
possibly treating evacuated Japanese who settle in the interior area
on 2 similar basis but without any commitment as to long term policy.

I would think that we need not attempt to define a policy
in this connection at the present time as the outcome of the Dominion-
Provincial Conference will determine, in large measure, the extent
of the future responsibility which the Dominion Government will be
prepared to assume in the matter of unemployment aid.

A, H. Brown.



COPY

DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR
Japanese Division

360 Homer Street,
VANCOUVER, B.C.

5th April, 1946.
ATRMATL.
A. H, Brown, Esq.,
Assistant to the Deputy Minister,

Department of Labour,
OTTAWA.

Re: CLOSING ADMINISTRATION AT KASIO

I have received your memorandum of March 22nd
and am in complete agreement with the contents. We have followed
this policy.

You will be interested to learn that on my
recent visit to Kaslo I called on the Mayors. We had a very
friendly discussion and he told me that after receiving our letter
outlining the reasons why we decided to close our administration
8t Kaslo, that the whole correspondence was filed.

After all the controversy about the closing of
Keslo, it was interesting to have the Mayor ask us if those who were

- allowed to remain in Kaslo on a self-supporting basis became unemployed

or otherwise indigent, would the Dominion Government look after them?
I replied that the Dominion Government would assume responsibility for
the welfare of any of those who were still subject to deportation to

Japan, but that I was of the opinion that ell others on a self-supporting

basis in Kaslo would be the responsibility of the Kaslo community, just
the same as any other citizens. I hope you concur in this view.

You may have seen recently the lengthy letter
written to theelitors of a number of newsnepers and to all members
of Parliament by Mr. Ross from Slocan. The sentiments expressed in
this letter were also endorsed by a number of other citizens of Slocan.
We were talking recently to a citizen of Slocan who declined to add
his neme to those expressing the sentiments outlined in Mr. Ross!
letter. This men told us that he did not sign his nsme because he
fully realised that all of the people of Japanese origin in the Slocan
project could not possibly be absorbed in self-supporting employment in
the area, and that the City of Slocan wes in no position to look after
these people after they ceased to be wards of the Dominion Government.
It does seem to me that those communities who argue that these people
should be allowed to remain in the districts in which they presently
reside on a self-supporting basis, that the same communitiee should bhe
prepared to accept them as regular residents and assume the seme
responsibility for them as for other citizens,

(sgd.) T. B, Pickersgill,
Commissioner.
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Please place attached on file

e,

? HeTo Pammette.
i m}'\\
! ‘A. \ B.F.



® (CoPY)

. Ottawa, March 26, 1946.
Mr. T. B, Pickersgill, y .

Commissioner of Japanese Placement,
Department of Labour,

©60 Homer Street,

Vancouver, B.C,

Re: Relocation of Japanese

We have your letter of March 19th and comment as follows:

Lo It is agreed that a Saskatchewan Placement Officer will be employed
just as soon as possible, The salary for this position will run up to
$3,000 per annum, We are inclined to think that the headquarters for
this man might be Saskatoon., There is a possibility that we may secure
Walter Dawson's services for this position and if so, we should be in

a2 position to let you know very shortly. Your proposal to have Mr.
Mackinnon try to obtain a man from the Employment Services or our own
departmental services in Saskatchewan is satisfactory,

2, We agree with your view as to the advisability of limiting housing
assistance to arrangements with employers to provide family accommoda-
tion for Japanese under suitable conditions. We are of the opinion
that the possibility of relocation in Northern Ontario should be fully
explored and developed this year.,

Immediate consideration should be given to the establishment of

hostels in Saskatchewan, at Winnipeg, Northern Ontario and the lMontreal
areas, '

3¢ We have already written the Presidents of the Railway Companies

with respeet to the employment of Japanese -and will advise you when
a reply is received.

4, We note your opinion that any training programme for Japanese girls
should be carried on outside B.,C, The possibility of providing training
grants for girls in lines offering good employment prospects and using
training facilities of the C.V.T. should be considered.

5. We hesitate to repeal entirely the licensing provisions with
respect to the purchase or leasing of real property. However, we are
prepared to agree to the liberal policy in reference thereto--in other
words, it will be in order to advise the Japanese in the settlements
and your placement officers that licences for purchase or leasing of
property will be freely granted upon application and without delay, by
the Department in any area east of Alberta.

Insofar as the movement of Japanese is concerned, we are prepared
to relax the restrictions on movement to the extent that you are
prepared to recommend. We take it from your correspondence that for
the present, you and your placement officers are of the opinion that
further relaxation of travel controls is inadvisable and unnecessary.
If you have not done so recently;, I should think you might review this
further with your placement officers,

Insofar as veterans of the last war or this war are concermned, it
is agreed that travel restrictions on the movement of such persons
and their wives should be removed and also that they should be exempt
from licensing in connection with the purchase of property., This
latter will require an amendment to P,C, 946, Such amendment and an
instruction from the Minister with respect to movement will be

prepared unless in acknowledging this letter, you see any objection
thereto, '

6, With regard to the proposal for increase in the amount of the place=-
ment allowance, we approve your recommendation that rates for adults be
increased to $45 for a single person and $120 for a man and wife but
that the rate for children 16 years of age or over and part of a family
group be $25 and the rates for children under 16 years of age do not
exceed $15,

ao/u),(,ig '0 VA o\ A 'ij & ahs ? . | &, MacNamara,
v



Ottawa, March 22, 1946,
Re: Pickerseill's
Su&?ested S £ letter of March 19 attached

= Sask, plecement officer salary §2400-5000, We will ask
meglgnal S.5. Office, Winnipeg, if they have anyone they can recommend.
Mackinnon says

= one of the present western alternative service officers
culd be suitable-~-have Mackinnon check in Winnipeg. Headquarters in

gaSkatchewan for placement officer should probably be Sasketoon--the
«1.C., may be able to provide space at that pointe

2

: . Re Northern Onterio - we agree with your view to be prepared
L0 glve assistance for housing by developing arrangements with local
companies,

Se We have already written the Presidents of the Railway Companies
of which you have received a copy - and will follow up.,

4, WWe note your present views that any training programme for
girls should be carried on at points outside B.C, We believe there
are possibilities in providing treaining grant for Japanese girls in
lines offering good employment prospects at points outside B.C. which

could be developed by Mrs, Booth and yourself inm co-operation with
Mrs, Baton and Miss Graham of C,V,Ts This might be training course
or "on the job" training.

Se Noted the intention to follow our suggestion up. If we can
egree on a liberal policy in the matter of licenses on property

purchase and lease, we could probably work up some assistance from
the local Japaunese committees. '

6 Increased allowances for relocation., You propose increases
as follows:

Married couple from $60 to $120
Single person from $35 to § 45
Children under 18

years with parents

from $12 to $25

with a view to providing not only subsistence pending initial salary
checue but also to cover in part outlays in case of families for
household furnishings, extra clothes--this to be paid when placed,
If this will help get movement from B.C. it is worthwhile, and we
assume that is your opinion, We are satisfied to have you do this
subject to the provision that in case of family grants the placement

officers will take reasonable steps to satisfy themselves that the
grant is used for approved purposes.

T Re removal of restrictions

We favour removal of

(a) all travel restrictions east of B.C, - that is all
persons travelling in B.C. or entering B.C. Tequire
permit but not outside B.C. unless your placement
officers show good reason to the contrary,

(b) it may be awkward to change our Order in Council re
property purchases so as to provide that a Jepanese will
still require a licence in B.D., and Alta., but will not
~do so elsewhere - would it serve the present purpose by

administrative instruction to say that licences will be
“igsued freely in any area east of the Alta, boundary.

What would be the effect of repealing entirely the
provisions requiring the issue of a licence?



COPY

" ' DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR
Japanese Division
360 Homer Street,

VANCOUVER, B. C.

ATR MATL 19th March 1946

A. MacNamara Esq.,,
Deputy Minister,
Department of Labour,
OTTAWA.

Re: RELOCATION OF JAPANESE

I have received your memorandum of March 1l4th and would like
to offer the following comments on the proposals submitteds

1. We agree that it would be useful to have a representative
in Saskatchewan to assist with relocation to that Province. IWe are
of the opinion that it would be preferable to have a Saskatchewan
man on this job who is familiar with the geography of the Province
and the location of areas where we might expect to find employment
for Japanese families, I am wondering if there might be a good man
in one of the Employment Offices, either at Regina, Saskatoon or
Prince Albert, whom we might have assigned to us on a-loan basise.

We should think that the opportunities in the northern part of the
Province, where there is a certain amount of lumbering and logging
activity as well as farming, would afford more opportunities for
placement of Japanese femilies thean in the straight grain growing
areas., JYor this reason, we thought that if there happened to be a
good man in the Prince Albert Zmployment Office who could be assigned
to us, that this would be logical., ©Such a man would be familiar with
most of the lumbering and logging firms in northern Saskatcheswan

and could contact these firms with a view to their employing people
of Japanese origin from B.C.

If we found there was considerable opportunity for employ-
ment of Japanese families in that area of the Province, but housing
proved to be a serious limiting factor, we might then consider the
establishment of a hostel somewhere in the area to provide temporary
accommodation,

If you agree with the idea of trying to locate a man from
one of the Employment Offices, we might have Mr, Mackinnon 1nvest1gate
this following hlS visit to Vancouvers.

i We believe that northern Ontario should offer plenty of
scope for the establishment of a large number of Japanese families.
Just yesterday I was talking to Mr, Ernst at Winnipeg on the
telephone and he is providing us with particulars of employment for
several hundred men in woods operations throughout his area, The

ma jority of this employment is in the area of northern Ontario which
comes under his jurisdiction, namely, from Fort William west., When
we asked him about housing accommodation for these people, he said
that in the majority of cases there would not be accommodation for
families and thet this would present difficulty in this respect,

We have noted your proposal concerning an extra relocation
grant to assist in the building of accommodation and/or to purchase
household furnishingss. We are wondering if this sort of assistance
would mnot have to be limited to arrangements which we might make with
the companies to assist in providing accommodation for families
which were moved into certain special locations. We are just a
little afraid that if we start to grant such assistance to
individuals, thaet it would be difficult to say who is to receive
such assistance and who is not, and whether such assistance would
be limited to people going into this particular occupation or will
it be general?
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_ On the other hand, if we can make arrangements with employers
to provide some assistance for housing, if these employers could
ggarantee to employ a certain number of people of Japanese origin
with families, we might be able to make a good deal of progresss
Mr. Ernst did suggest in our telephone conversation yesterday, that
there was a camp near Schreiber which could be readily rehabilitated
to accommodate about fifty families, I am wondering too if we will
not have to be somewhat careful in providing individual essistance
to Jepanese families for housing when the whole question of housing
accommodation is so controversial just at the present time. I am
thinking particularly of the lack of housing accommodation for

veterans' families., Mr., Ernst referred to this as being very acute
throughout most of his area,

Ba We referred in our memorandum of Saturday, March 16th, to
the possibility of developing employment opportunities with the
railway companies. In view of the fact that we will want to develop
this employment outside of B.,C,, I am wondering if the first approach
should not be to the Head Offices of the railways and possibly the
second approach to the western Head Offices at Winnipeg. If we

were to approach the railway representatives here, they would only
have in mind jobs available in the B.C. divisions. I am hopeful
that we might be able to develop throughout Canada a certain amount
of relocation for this type of employment. We had thought that it
might be productive of better results if someone from Ottawa were

to go to Montreal to interview the representatives of both railways,
but if you would like this contact made from here by letter, we can
do so. We could find out from the railway officials here the names

of the officials that we should write to in Montreal and also
Winnipege

4, We will comment in more detail on this proposal after Mrs.
Booth and I have had an opportunity to discuss this with Mrse. Eaton,

Mrs., Booth's first reaction is that the most difficult
problem will be to persuade the girls to accept the work, particularly
where this is employment as domestics, rather than to develop
opportunities for such employment, Mrs, Booth is also of the opinion
that the majority of unmarried girls do not want to accept employment
where this will mean separation from their parents. In the majority
of cases, with the exception of the non-signing Japanese nationals
in New Denver, the parents are Japenese nationals or naturalized
Canadians who have signed for repatriation and who are subject to
such deportation under P.C. 7355, Mrs, Booth is doubtful that the
organization of any kind of training programme would bring material
results., We have had a number of illustrations to support this view.
A number of girls have received training at office work through
employment in our project offices. We have had little success in
persuading many of these to accept relocatable opportunities in
similar employment., We have also trained a considerable number of
girls as nurses' aides in our hospitals and have not been successful
in persuading these girls to accept hospital employment which has
become available., In our school system we have provided courses
in domestic science and such courses have not resulted in girls
accepting opportunities for employment as domestics., We will,
however, discuss this particular proposal in detail with Mrs. Eaton
"and she may have other suggestions,

We would suggest however, that if any training programme
were undertaken the location of such training project should not
be in the settlements but somewhere outside of B.C. If such courses
were held in the settlements it would delay just that much longer
decisions to relocate,
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to assist
regional o
We will a

e think the Suggestion of using the Japanese Committees
re}ocation is a good one, and will suggest to our

fflqers that they take more advantage of this possibility.

lso discuss this with Mr, Mackinnon when he is here and

%e 1§~turn can discuss it with the offices as he travels back and
or o

6. ; We do suggest that an increased placement &llowance,
Particularly for family groups, is desirable, and would stimulate
relocation. The present rates are as follows:

$60.,00 for married couple
39,00 for an individual
$20,00 for children attached to familises
who are from 16 to 18 years of age.
12,00 for each child under sixteen.,

We would suggest that .the amount for a man and his wife be
inereased to $120,00, that the single grant be increased from $35,00
to $45.00, and that a grant of $25,00 be made for each child under
eighteen relocating as part of the family group, This would enable
the family to purchase necsssary household furnishingsas indicated
in proposal No., 2 of your memorandum,

7 s We are very much in favour of liberalising the restrictions
on purchasing and leasing property outside of B,C., just as much

as you think this is possible., The more that we can tell these
people that they are free to buy and rent property, the more likely
we are to interest them in relocation, We do believe, however,
until the repatriation is completed, and until the majority of the
relocation has also been completed, that our travel regulations
should be maintained as at present, If we were to allow Canadian-
born from Baskatchswan east to travel without permits, we would
have no idea how many might be returning to B,Cs The present
regulations permit them freedom of travel for temporary periods
within each province without permits. They are required to obtain
permits for permanent transfers within a province and temporary
permits when crossing provincial boundary lines, We do not think
this causes particular irritation and we do feel there would be
value in maintaining these reguletions as they are now in effect.
It is the restrictions against purchasing and renting property
which cause so much complaint and which are used so often as an
excuse for not relocating.

(Sgds) T.B. PICKERSGILL,
Commissioner.
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Ottawa
March 25, 1946.

Dear Uy, Machillan:

Your letter of March 13th, in respect to suger
beot cultivation, raises an interesting phase of the matter
whieh is new to me, namely, you say:

“In 1925 when the sugar beet industry was
established in this province, it was decided not to
establish the industry on the basis of Oriental labour” and
*It ia the desire of the sugar beet growers and tihe Govern=~
ment that the original plan of maintaianiang this industry
by the use of European labour be continued”,

The inference is thot there was an agreement or
undorstending thet Zuropean labour would be made avaeilable
and I would ask if you have any spécific data az %o an
egreement with the Dominion Immigration Department at the time
of which you speak,

In respect to the Jepanese situation, the poliey
will be to disperse those who romain in Canadae on as
equitable & basis as possible and I am sure that Alberta will
be quite co~oporative in this aim,

The question of Prisoners-of-War is under consider~
ation and I am glad to have your views,

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) HUMPHREY MITCHELL

Honourable D.,0Ds HaeMillan : ey Y
Minister of Agrioculture, : W iy 2'3 . 3
Edmonton, Alberta, ( Mﬂ@/ 0

AM/LY
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DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR

Ottawa, March 23, 1946.

MEMORANDUM to My, MacNamara.
M

The attached correspondence from the
Minister of Agriculture re Japanese is not very
encouraging.

I ghould think that we should openly
notify every Japanese family in Alberta that all
restrictions on movement are off and that we will
be prepared to give them assistance to move any
place outside the Province eastwards.,

My own opinion is that the Government
will have to appoint a Royal Commission to deal
with the whole question of relocation and come-
pensation for Japanese evacuated from the coast
b//( before they are finished and to use the Commission®s
recommendations as a basis for a shift to a sounder
and more courageous poliey than it has pursued teo
date.

(sgd.) A. H. Brown,
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DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR '

JAPANESE DIVISION

2L Adelaide Street East
TORONTO 1 - Ontario

March 21, 1946.

Mr. A, H. Brown,
Department of Labour,
OTTAWA, Ontario.

Dear Mr. Brown:

PLACEMENT ALLOWANCES

Further to our telephone conversation
today regarding the proposal to increase placement
allowances for people coming East as an extra inducement
for them to move from British Columbia, I have given the
matter some thought and have also discussed it with
Messrs. Trueman and Sneyd.

My own belief is that the cash offered
as placement allowance has comparatively little to do
with the decision of any Japanese family or individual
to move East. Certainly the more they receive the better
pleased they are, but I do not believe 1t enters into
their calculations when making up their minds. Foremost
in their ideas, I think, is the possibility that they can
re-establish their family lives on an independent basilsg,
and may eventually get back on their feet as farmers or
in small businesses.

I believe if it were made known that
licences to buy or rent property for farming or buslness
premises8 were easy to get, this would provide a much
bigger inducement than the extra money involved in bigger
placement allowances. Lack of these facilities hase
always been put forward as one of the biggest barriers to
Eastern movement,.

Mr. Trueman expresses the opinion that
anything which helps to improve the plcture presented to
the prospective relocee ls a good thing, which, of course,
is true, but Mr. Sneyd concurs fully with my view that
the placement allowance 1s low 1in the category of attrac-

tions,

i
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From the point of view of necessity,
I believe the present basis of allowance is satisfactory
and sufficient to give a fammly a fair start.

It is possible, of course, that views
among the people in the Interlior Towns have changed
since I left there, but I belleve that the prospect of |
future independence which they link very strongly with |
the ability to own property is one of the strongest v
induéements which could be offered.

Yours very truly

Easte Regional Supervisor

DM:LG




TO: Mre. A,H: Brown :

Re: Mr, Pickersgill'e lotter of Harch 1l
_on_quutriatlon and Rglouation.

Iz connection #ith the laset threo pnragrapha of
Mr. Plekoragill'- letter, I would suggest:

(a) conttnuing to limit new employment in British Columbie
to potential repatriates; and thus putting some in-
direct precsure on Japanese Nationals and others who

- want to stay in Canada, %o go Tast, This is one of the
few measures svailabdle to the Placement Staff for pro-
noting eastern placement, and this is the time to use it
fully, If thess people are sllowed to work in British
Columbia it wilil be impossible to get any appreoieblo
‘movement Hapst,

{b} Eneouraging prospective repatriates to take jobs in
British Columbia in order $0 maintain themselves through-
out the 19446 seneon or until the Privy Council reaches
a decision,

{e} Doubling the grant to families and single persons going
Zast, Ve might even go further and give $100,00 per
adult and $50,00 per minor child, celling it a Res
establishment Grant, If the grent is inoreased, it would
be only fair to make it retrocactive and give 1t also to
those who came down in previous years with 11ttlo or no
aesistance.,

{d) Any ineremse in grant should aleso apoly to movement Xaat
from Alberta, and I would suggest & be mede retroactive
to Qotober 1, 1948, to cover cases such as the Noda family

_ who spent all their savings to move East laest fall and
keep themselves throughout the winter, so that they are
penniless until they get some return from crops,

(2 . . R
BYP/ 2B H.T. Pammett, 2 .3' o 3 —/

Enel,
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glreh 15. 46,
o P0: ¥r. A. MooNamara

Re: Removal of Restrietions on Japanese Wer
Veterans in Canada.

Bor—

1. 1Ian July, 1945, ’nbt}di:; was released on the recruitment of
about 190 CanedianTapanese for the Canadien Army, and in
the same month a petition wes received from Japanees veterass
of World War I, backed up by the ﬁow Denver Brenech of the
Canadian Legion,

2. On Auguet 4, 1945, kr, Pickersgill recommended a special
apprais of the losses sustained by veterans evacuated from
the 66?%& and some assistance to this group im re~establish-

ment, including the right to acquire real property and to go

into business anywhere in Canade outeide the protected area.

8., There are approximately 50 veterans of ths last war still
living in Canada, mostly in our settlements, and about 150
Canadian~born Japanese either still in the Army or veterans
of World War IIX,

4, Our Donartuonsal memorandum on peliey in Septembder, 19&5.
recommended, among other things, thatt
*all restrictions relative to movement aund proporty
. purchase to be removed in the case of veterans of
the last war and this war and their dependentes”,

Thie memorandum was approved by the Cabinet on Septemder RO,
1945, and *it was agreed that action be taken accordingly®.

5., On September 25, 1946, we zropoacd that veterans be relieved
of travel roatr{etiono Bast of the Rockies. Comnissionsy

Mead agreed to this, dut Mr, Pickersgill was not in favour
of thim partial sction pending decision on the larger
question mentioned adbove, As a-.result, no action was taken
on behalf of these men,

/fmw»;a SO Sl e SR
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farly in March, 1946, Senator Buchanan ard the Lethbridge
Citizens Rehabiliation Committee protested the restrictions
which were impoesed on Japanese Canadian war veterans without

‘any distinection from other Japanese.

Under present circumstances, it would seem opportune to go
ahead and implement our poliey of September lest which was

" approved by Cabinet, I would, therefore, recommend that,

effective April 1, 1946, all honourable discharged Japanese
veterans of the Canadian Army in World War I end World War II,
with their immediate dependents, be relieved of all restrictions
relative to R,C,M, Police registration, travel and property
purchase, anywhere in Cenada, as approved by the Cabinet
nemorandum above mentioned,

Alternatively, we couid as a first step relieve these persons

of all restricetions when resident on the Prairies or in
Bastern Canada,

HTp/ 28 : " A, H. Brown.
Encl.
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ay MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE
ALBERTA

: Edmonton, Alberte
Mareh 13th, 1946,

Hon, Humphrey liitchell,
Minister of Labour,
OTTAVA 2 Ontario.

Dear Ur, Mitchell:

I have your communication of larch 6th in reply to my letter
of February 25th requesting that two thousand prisoners-of-war bde
left in Alberta at the Lethhridge Internment Camp to handle the 194§
beet crop., I am pleased to lsarn that my reguest is to be given
serious consideration by yourself and your colleagues,

In the last paragraph of your letter I note your comments with
respeet to the possibility of meking greater use of Japanese labour,
In conneetion with this matter, I might point out that the guestion
of ‘'utilizing this type of labour has been carefully considered, 1In
1925 when the sugar beet industry was established in this province,
it wae decided not to establish the industry on the basis of Oriental
labour, This decieion was arrived at ae a result of our previous
experience with the utilization of Oriontal labour in connection with
the original beet sugar factory established in 1904 dy the Knight
Sugar Company.

It is8 our understanding that when the contrect with the
Dominion Government with respect to the placement of Japanese laboup
expires, the ladbour will be removed or retained at the request of the
Provincial Government, It is the desire of the sugar beet growers
and the Government that the original plan of maintaining this
industry by the use of Zuropean labour be continned, and it is fopr
this roason that we are anxious to have tho prisoners-ofe-war retaineg
in order to poermit an adjustment of the labour supply to its former
basis, It is anticipated that in 1947 the Agreement with the B,0, '
Security Commission will terminate, and it will be necessary for yus
40 replace the Japanese with more suitable labour,

It 48 true that the Japanese labour has been reesonably Batiad
factory, but not ae satisfactory as the labour which was available
prior to the war,

Tlaving regard for the attitude of the beet growers towarad the |
continuance of Japanese labour, I trust that we may be able to ‘
arrange for thelr replacement in due course,

Yours very truly,

(signed) D, B, MaeMillan



MEMORANDUM
Office of the Prime Minister

Ottawa,...March.13,.1946....

Referred from the Prime
Minister's Office to the Mini ster
of Labour, without acknowl edgment.

(R. obertson),
Secretary,.



New Denver, B, C.
February 27, 1946

To The Office of the Prime Minister f s
Parliament Buildings, OTTAWA,

{ }()
Canada ga'j’g?"ff Ioill.gbgur,
Petition For Rehabilitation of ; WIAR 14
Evacuated Canadian Japanese I Secretary 5.

Seommvem

Dear Sirs:

Allow us to pay our profound respects to The
Office Of The Prime Minister, and with your leave, we submit

this petition requestfﬁg your perusal and consideration.

We realize the enormity of problems arising
out of transition from war-time measures to péace—time re-
habilitation and reconstruction of Canada's National living,
and 1t is our sincere wish to co-operate in solving even a
minor part, by this representation, exemplifying on the eco-
nomical and mental aspects of Japanese Canadians, evacuated
from The Protected Area and presently residing in various
Government Housing Projects, thus offering a basis for logical,

humane and constructive solution of a difficult problem.

It is true, the world is gradually emerging
from political and economic chaos, and, in spite of suffering
and misery still rempant throughout Burope and Asia, the effort
being mede toward peaceful and ordered living is apperent. We
also feel the urgent necessity of rehabilitation and recon-
struetion of normal living, but we are regrettably faced with

major social and financihl difficulties,

The former is the racial prejudice and discri-
mination existing among the people which demand years of social
education and readjustment on both sides before it could be:

alleviated to any satisfaction.



The latter, the financial problem is more in-
mediate and drastic, as reconstruction of normal living in-
volves assurance of income which warrants maintenance of

general standard of living as Canadian Citizens.

Up to the time of evacuation, we had our own
means of earning our living, however frugal, and maintained
some show of respectability by not depending on Government
assistance. If our prewar records are checked, the percent-
age of relief recipients will be very low compared to other

residents.

We have accepted evacuation as one of the
exigencies of war and vested in the Custodian, whatever pro-
perty we could not carry. In fact, in unquestioning obedience
to government order, we vested in the Government all that we
poseesse&; our houses, boats, tools, furniture, and above all

our means of liwvelihood.

Now the war is over, and again as we wish to co-
operate with the Government policy of Relocation, we face the
problem of regaining the necessary means of starting our lives
anew, the place to live in, the furnishings, the tools to work
with, the locetion and license to start busiﬁess, and above

all, the respectability of an independent free citizen.

It may be well for those who had the means; to
relocate voluntarily but for those whose means were tied up
in new venture or whose business was barely sufficient to
support him and his family, or leborers of limited means the
difficulty of starting anew seems almost insurmountable without

some Government assistance, however eager he may be to co-operate.

In presenting this petition, ocur sole purpose

is to clarify the causes that are retarding the program of

i




relocation, and offer suggestions that might lead to possible

solution,

1.

6.

Guarantee of $300,00 minimum Rehabilitation Fund per

adult and $50.00 for each dependents.
Assurance of Housing and employment,

Assurance of Government action for granting business

licence,

Assurance by the Government the right to own land and

real estate.

Adequate maintenance and medical care for aged and

unrelocatable persons,

Option for long term rehabilitation loan at low
interest rate, for those who wish to renew an industrial
or commercial venture,

[
Pledging our fullest co-operation for any reason-

able Government policy, we remain

Yours respectfully,

AT Vv

Pres. New—D¢nver Concord Society

LSy

Secy. New D
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ver Coggﬁ?d Soclety
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New Denver, B. C.
February 27, 1946

To The Office of the Minister of Labor
Parliement Buildings, OTTAWA,
Canada

Department of Laboyy
RECE|vegp

Wit AL 1yap

Petition For Rehabilitation of

£ Secrets Rinictnr
Evacuated Canadian Japanese e 20Y 10 Ministor.

Dear Sirs:

Allow us to pay our profound respects to The
O0ffice of The Minister of Labor, and with your leave, we sub-

mit this petition requesting your perusal and consideration.

We realize the enormity of problems arising
out of transition from war-time measures to peace-time re-
habilitation and reconstruction of Canaﬁa'é Nationel living,
and it 1s our sincere wish to co-operate in solving even a
minor part, by this representetion, exemplifying on the eco-
nomical and mental aspects of Japanese Canadians, evacuated
from The Protected Area end presently residing in various
Government Housing Projects, thus offering a basis for logical,

humane end constructive solution of g difficult problem,

It is true, the world is graduelly emerging
from political and economic chaos, and, in spite of suffering
and misery still rempant throughout Europe and Asia, the effort
being mede toward peaceful and ordered living is epparent. We
also feel the urgent necessity of rehabilitation and recon-
struction of normel 1iving, but we are regrettably faced with

mejor social and financial difficulties.

The former is the racial prejudice and discri-
mination existing among the people'which demand years of social
education and readjustment on both sides before it could be

alleviated to any satisfaction,
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The latter, the financial problem is more im-
mediate and drastic, as reconstruction of normal living in-
volves assurance of income which warrants maintenance of

general standard of living as Canadian Citizens.,

Up to the time of evacuation, we had our own
means of earning our living, however frugal, and maintained
some show of respectability by not depending on Government
assistence. If our prewar records are checked, the percente
age of relief recipients will be very low compared to other

residents.

We have accepted evacuation as one of the
exigencies of war and vested in the Custodian, whatever pro-
perty we could not carry. In fect, in unquestioning obedience
to government order, we vested in the Government a2ll that we
possessed, our houses, boats, tools, furniture, and above all

our means of livelihood,

Néw the war is over, and again as we wish to co-
operate with the Government policy of Relocation, we face the
problem of regaining the necessary means of starting our lives
enew, the place to live in, the furnishings, the tools to wark
with, the location and license to start business, and above

all, the respectability of an independent free citizen.

It may be well for those who had the means, to
relocate voluntarily but for those whose means were tied up
in new venture or whose business was barely sufficient to
support him and his family, or laborers of limited means the
difficulty of starting anew seems almost insurmountable with-
out some Government assistance, however eager he may be to

co-operate.

In presenting this petition, our sole purpose
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is to clarify the causes thet are retarding the program of
relocation, end offer suggestions that might lead to possible

solution,

1. Guarantee of $300.00 minimum Rehabilitation Fund per

adult end: $50.00 for each dependents.
2. Assurance of Housing and employment.

3. Assurance of Government action for granting business

licence.,

4, Assurance by the Government the right to own land and

real estate,

5. Adequate maintenance and medical care for aged and

unrelocatable persons.

-

6. Option for long term rehabilitation loan at low interest
rate, for those who wish to Tenew gn industriel or

commercial venture,

g

ledging our fullest co-operation for any

reasonable government policy, we remain

¥aurs respectfully,

Pres, \Naw) Denver Concord Society

/ . Secy. Neg/ﬁenver Comcord Society
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