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TO : CE NTR~L R~G I STRY , 
Roob 7, Con f , Bl d u , 

P1Jlw ; l o.c c o.tto.chcd o r;. file 

rr . T • r c.nr:10 -t t . 

B. F . 



• 
toa O~lonol. R. B, ~• 

Assistant Clomiseion.er of 
I pause Plaeeunt. 

la:rch 6., 194 7. 

With re£ renoe to th• attached correspondence from 
11:r. 'bueJWl, the D•pa.rtunt 1.a not prepared to go in tor a 

· am of t~~ land purchaaa1 tor lapqa1•• O~., 
the Govel'Dmellt, lladzlg al.res.di e · tn · ooutder 
ola.1Jls by Japanese that their property waa aold. at less .than 
£air market nl.ua aub11equant to their na.cuation from the 
Coaatal Area, wUl hardly be disposed, l think, w 10 u~ a 
land eettlemat prQgram. at this time. 

Aa I have already advised, ea.re prepared to 
consider e,n;y spec1al. situation in the case of a large fami.J3 
group; to give ua1atanoa witllin liaits in order to get th.ea 
astabll8had ~ accommodaticm outside our hoetala. 

;I 
Att. 



J.: ~O : , CE NTIU.L R!G-IST:R Y' 
R~ onf , Bl d t , 

P l e- :9 1 ::t c c o. tto.ch c cl o r.. file 

7-7-7--?J - ' ~ ---
H. T . P an110 t ·c • 

:B . F • 



• 
·tot Mr~ A. MaeNemar-, 

Deputy Mi..eister . 

~ Re: 
/ ¥ 

Murch s, 1947. 

- Loan -to ourc~ ase land. 

•· • Trueman tnibr:d vs a request from an evacuated lapaneae i'or 
a loan to assist him in bu;ying 13ome land near Bradford, Ontario, 
for the purpose of truck gardeni?Jg . 

I he.ventt any thought of opaning up on grants or loans of 
this neture at the pros nt tine, exoopt in the way of enlarged 
place ent grants for th~ disposition of large family groups remaining 
iD our hostels. 

Have you a;ny- vie ,a to the contrary on this point'l 

A,ll.~ 

At t. 

/ 



y 
r. G. E. Trueman, 

Placement Otfieer, 
Japanese Division, 
Department of Labour, 
24 Adelaide St. E., 
Toronto l, Cmtario. 

D r Sir:-

0 t t a i a, 
Octob r 30, 1946. 

I ish to acknowlodg your l tt rot 
October 29 earning the poesi bili ty of a Government Loan to 
Mr. K Edam ra #02311 to aeei t him in handling the mortgage on 
property which he baa purchased~. - -----·--

It 1 doubtful whether any Government 
Loan is e.vailebla for this purpose, as the National Housing Act 
provides loans only for persons building homes. You might get 
more definite information, howeve~, from th Toronto Ottioe ot th 
O ntral Housing and Mortgage Corporation, Continffntal Building, 
371 Bey atre t, Toronto, Elgin 2154. 

Yours v ry truly, 

A. cN8ID8ra. 

I 
1 I 

~ I 
0 

'6 I I / 



TO : CF.11TR!.L~GI S_TRY, Ro. 7 , Conf , B l11 g . 

Please p l ace a tta ch e d o n fi l e 

--2 "3, - r )_ ~- J ~ ---·-·------ - - ------

r) 

b 
H. T . J:' o.r:i.:nc t t . 

}J , F • 



• 
CANADA 

DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR 

Mr. A. MacNamara., 
Ottawa, Ontario~ 

JAPANESE DIVISION 

Attention: Mr. H. T. Pammett 

24 Adelaide St. E., 
Toronto 1, Ontario, 
October 29, 1946. 

Re: Government Loans 

There is in Toronto now a J apanese National 
by the name of Kanichiro EDAMUR.A #02311 who has recently 
purchased property at 164 Brock Street . The total cost of 
t he property amounts to $2~00.00 against which price cash 
has been paid to the extent of $1200. 00. A mortgage ' of 
$1700 has been taken out; this mortgage bears interest at 
6%. 

Although Edamura is earning $30.00 per week 
working for the Star No.vel ty Company, 263-65 Queen Street 
W., Toronto, since he has quite a subs t antial family to 
suppor t, he i s very anxious to get a mortgag~~'less than 
what he is now paying. 

I promise~ him that I vo uld try to find out 
for him if any Government Loans are available for situations 
such as he faces. 

May I not have word fro m you seon giving me 
what information you may have on the subject. 

GET*HO 

0~~ 
G. E. Truem~ , 
P.,iacement Officer. 
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~r . Ha ruo Kimoto, 
j637 De Bullion Street, 

ontreal 18, P . Q. 

Der Sir: 

Ottawa, Oct ober 3, 1946. 

I wi sh to ackna ledg e your letter of 
September 23, concerning the possibility of securing 
a loan from the Dominion Government to a ssist you in 
purchasing a roo ing house in ontreal. 

e hav e ma de an investigation on this matter 
and regret to advise that it is i mpossible to grant 
your request at this time. Th e P l a cement Officer at 
Montreal is , however , prepared to g ive you every po s s ible 
assistance in getting re-established wit h your family 
on a satisfactory basis. 

Yours very truly, 

A . ac Name.ra 

HTP/BC 

/(Ji~ v~vU. 
ri) -2. _. 3 -

;U ~0~ 
) _ I 



• 
CANADA 

DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR 

Mr. H. T. Pammett, 
Department of Labour, 
Ottawa, Ontario. 

JAPANESE DIVISION 

276 st. James st. West, 
Montreal, Q,ue. 

October 2, 1946. 

We wish to acknowledge your letter of September 25th regarding 
request of Mr. Haruo KIMOTO, 36 37 De Bullion St. , Mont real , reg_uest i ng 
a Government loan of $5,000.00. 

Haruo KIMOTO #11968 arrived in Mont real on Sept ember 4, 1945 from 
Kaslo, B.C. Upon arrival he was immediately placed as an aut.o mechanic. 
He has earned and is still earning approximately 80¢ per hour, and his 
average salary per week rat es about j 35.00. We have had considerable 
correspondence on this man, and due to the fact that he came out to Montreal. 
alone, he promised to send maintenance to his wife and four children 
who remained behind in ghost town. On several occasions the welfare 
wrote and threatened to discontinue payment of maintenance to his family, 
as Kimoto very often skipped months before sending the required mainte­
nance he had promised for their support. In fact just lately Mr. M.L. Brown 
of Vancouver requested us to investigate and t ake steps to have his wages 
garnished, should he continue to refuse maintenance .for his family. 

Following this request, we had quite a discussion with Kimoto in this 
office and it was decided at the time that it would be in our favour to 
bring his family to Farnham. We felt it would be easier for us to draw the 
money out of Kimoto for their support at the Hostel rather than through 
the welfare back in New Denver. Kimoto then again promised that he would 
pay the required amount for their keep at the Hostel. His family was then 
called out and they arrived here on July 22, 1946. TWO weeks after that 
date, room and board was billed to Kimoto but up to the present time we have 
received nothing but excuses as to why he should not pay. 

As a matter of fact Kimoto went so far a s to write a personal letter 
to Mr. Pickersgill, copy of which I am enclosing for your perusal, and 
also our reply to same. It might be well to mention that we have felt, from 
our several discussions with Kimoto, that his idea is to acquire as much 
as possible from the Government as long as the Government is supporting the 
Japanese w~lfare. We do not doubt for one moment that this is his idea in 
a-equesting a loan of $5,000.00. 

z.. 
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• 
. COPY 

Lt.-Col. R.H. Davidson, 
238 Spa rks Street, 

2 76 St • James St • , W. , 
Mo nt r eal, Q.ue . , 
Sept ember 19, 1946. 

Qt t awa, 0 nt ari o • ,,mTENTI ON ·. _~ _____ _,M.._r_.._....J_. • ......,w_. • .....-M...,a,._c.._K ... i ... nn_,o .... n .. _,,~V~a:.:n::.:c:..:o:..:uv::.:....:e:::..r::..,~B:::..·::.:C~· 

Re: Haruo KIMOTO #11968 

Your letter of September 13th along with att a ched 
copy of letter from Haruo Kimoto is hereby a ck nowledged. It i s indeed 
with great s urprise that we r ead the compl a ints r eg i stered by Kimot o . 

It might be well tomention h ere that we have a f ile about 
an inch thick on Ki moto• s case while his wi f e and children were i n 
pro~ ect town. It has al ways been quite an eff ort to draw money f rom 
Kimoto and would seem that there is no· exception now t hat hi s fami l y is at 
the Host el. Some time ago we received word f rom the Welf a re manager at 
Slocan st ating that his wife and ch ildren would be cut off mai ntenanc e if he did 
not forward money regula rly. At the time I had quit e a discus s i on wi th him 
in the of fice, ar:rl we came to an agreement that he would cal l t hem out to 
Fa rnham Host el and pay room and boa rd for them at t hat point . Ac cording 
to the rules set up by Head Off ice charges a r e 60¢ f or adults from the age 
of six up , and 30¢ from the ag e of 6 months to 6 yea r s . 

As Kimoto has been perma nently employed since he arrived 
here in Montreal at an average r ate of $ 35.00 per week, we do not 
hold a slightest doubt that he can pay lodg i ngs of t h is f amil y . F rom 
our va riou s t alks wit h Kimoto we have always been under the impression 
that hi s idea i s to a cquire as much a s po s s i ble f r om the Government as 
long a s the Gov ernment is supporting Japanese w~lfa r e. 

Our pl a n is to f orce Kimoto to pay f o r the lodgings at 
the Hostel or take hi s wife and family somewhere else . Ot her p eople had 
been able to f ind rooms a nd housi ng in Montreal . Since he has b een in 
this district for ove r a y ear we feel that no except i on sho uld be made in 
hi s case. So, i f ag r eeable to you, we shall proceed wit h t his a ction. 
your advice on t he matt er would be greatly appr eciated. 

J. O~ UDF:r 
.MTO :mt Pl acement Officer 



• 
CANADA 

DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR 
JAPANESE DIVISION 

- 2 -

Under no circumstances do we give our approval to this request 
unless both Vancouver and yourselves see Kimoto' s case in a different 
light than we do. Kimoto has been permanently employed in Montreal 
since he arrived, and we feel that he should have at least sufficient 
ahead of him, since he was living here alone for the past year with 
very little expense other than his lodgings. 

We would appreciate hearing what you have decided in this 
case. 

MTO :mt 
Encl. 

c.c. Mr. J. F. MacKinnon 
c.c. Lt. Col. R.H. Davidson 

~ C;Jd~ 
FOR J. 0. jjF,AUDEI' 

Placement Officer 



• 
C O P Y 

Pickersgill, Esq., 
Dept. of Labour, 
506 Royal Bank Bldg., 
Vancouver, B. c. 

Dear Sir, 

3637 De Bullion, 
Mont real 18, P .Q,. ~ 
Sept. 9, 1946. 

May I take your precious time off for a few moment 
to ask you a few questions. 

My families r elocate from Rosebery Housing centre about 
a month ago, at present in Farnham Hostel under bept. of Labour care. 
Mr. Beaudet representative of Labour Dept. said I have to pay a boa rd 
for them, but when he told us that 6 yrs and over have to pay same as 
a dults the rate here is 60¢ per day and 30¢ for under 6 yrs. I have 
my wife and 4 children. At this rate it will cost me $ 72.00 a month 
to k eep them in hostel. I have no objection in paying boa rd but, I 
t h ink this r ate is ridiculous. The time they were receiving maint e nance, 
t hey were getting only $ 39.00 a month. If the Government thinks 
$ 39.00 a mont h is enough to feed and cloth them it is only logical 
that t hey should not cha rge any more than maintenance. I am living in 
Montreal a nd it cost me at lea st $50. 00 a month to live just to board, 
Th i s would cost me $ih22.00 a month. I am getting an averag e of $ 35.00 
a week, so you could i mag ine what would be left for us to wear. I have 
been h ere alrea dy a year and st ill unable to find a accommodation for my 
family account of short of cash. In order to obtain a so called fl at 
here person hav e to have at least $1000 - $1500 cash, but at the rate 
I am going now I will nev er get a chance to accommodate my wife in 
Mont r eal. 

Talking to Mr. Beaudet will get me knowwhere, so I am 
wr it i ng to you , to find out the fact. 

As aforgoi ng circumstances please inform me in your 
earliest convenien ce. 

Yours truly, 

Haruo Kimoto 



• 
Ott , Sep te~ber 25 , 1946 • 

.,,., 
O o r BeA udet , 

Q o Plac e e n t Ott 1o r , 
apane se D1 v1e1on , 

Depar t ent ot L bour, 
27 6 St .. J es St., . , 

on treal , P. Q. . 

D r/ 1ry 
,(;/ We h v reooi v d a l e tt r fro • B. 

Xi m to , 3637 D Bul lion Str et, ontre l 18 , (u b o . 
Thi a m n ola1 s to b Con 41 n born g d 35 nd th 

t b r of four ch 1l dr n. 

Be 
5 8 0 00 to en 

uo e r oo 
oan 

r s • t i e . 

oul d you pl s · end u tull intor mation on 
t h i f mll y n d ny comme nts you cor to m k on h 1 
re que t . 

/ 

Yours v ry trul1 ,/\ 

1 

HT/ 
~/~ 
~ 7 /') 

A . M olfe ar • 



TO: 

P.A. 

CEE~L REGISTRY, 
R oolli , Conf. Bldg , 

H.T. Pamme tt, 

B.F. JD jt O 

V 
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f / Ottawa, Au 

r . G. I . Hutashit( ·/.\ 

t 28, 1946. 

Pr .aid nt, 
ew. nv, r Concord .;oei , 
aw enver, B.C. 

D llr . O' 

oar lettttr f .T~y 29th po'titionil.lg tho inistor 
of Labour to in.ere :; · the "1>1.1.c ,c.nt llo re to 300 por 
COil O duly I'C;.CGi ~ ~. 

t is not con.;iterc:d pcwaible to incroo. .. e tho allowance 
t t:ti.G ti c, tut t .... ~ f • culty ch you mention in otti 

up hOLl hold o bl.1 ent , d your r prosentnti ono, will 
bo kept in aind. 

Yau.rfl very t ruly, 

A. 

\ 



Miss Lorentsen 
Dol"lv·er to: •••••••••••••• , ••• Cl' 

••• Boon· • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' . . . . . . 
Jfror:i: 

A. MacNamara 
, • •••••••••••••• ,~ ••••• l •• 

:Roon:•••••··•··•·~••••••.! •• ~ 

Re.marks: You might draft suitable 
letter to the petitioners. 



-· DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR 

DEPUTY MINISTER'S OFFICE 

OTT AWA. ___ __ Augu.st. __ .21.st.~ ________ ____ 19_.46 • 

MEMORANDUM 

Mr. A. MacNam.ara. 

At the present time these Japs get $120. per 
couple, or $50. for a single person over sixteen 
and $20. for each child, as a grant which is paid 
to them when they go out on a placement. This amount 
is designed to support these people until they get 
their rirst wages, etc., and for incidentals. 

I think it would be better to limit the place­
ment allowiaftce. at this amount, and to be prepared, in 
the case or p ·eople who ar,e without funds, and who 
require the same in order to set up housekeeping on 
their own, to pay for certain necessary hous~ hold 
equipment. · 



~ ~~~ ~~~~~""!"':'":--: • • :--:-. -:': • •••.•• . . • • •. • .• •. • • • . • . . .. .. .. .. - . -. - - .. . .. .. ...... ... .. --. .. .. - .. 

Mr. Brown . . . . . . , .. .. ....... De l i ~, e ~ o 

. Ro on : ....................... 

'.!' r on : A. MacNamara .................. , ...... . 
Roori : ............... ~···~ ······ 

·1cnarko Please advise. 

.. ~· 



.. ~ 

To-The Office Of inister Of Labour, 

Ottawa, Canada. 

Dear Sirs : 

New Denver , B. C. 
July 29, r946. 

On a number of previ ous occasions, i t has 

been brought to the Honorable Minister's notice , t hat , the 

Pl a cement Allowance as it is appli cabl e at present , is not 

sufficient to re- establish mos t of t he fami l ies still resi­

ding in Government Hostels throughout the Provinces. 

Needle ss to state our eagerness to rehab i ­

lita te ourselves, but in view of the high cost of househol d 

commodities, the amount allowed at present, one h ndred and 

twenty dollars per couple, is hardl y s fficient for the 

purpose. 

May we reques t the Honorable ~inister's 

consideration of this fact, and, if at a ll possible, the 

amount be increased to t hree hundred dollars per couple, 

and others pro r a ta, a s we have previous l y requested. 

That we present this petition is the 

unanimo 1s wish of all the families who relocated to the 

various Hostels East of Rockies. 

Yours respe c tfully , 



.. 
ur. H. hi , 
o/o r. R~H. Davin , 
ont.d.11, Ont. 

D nr Sir t 

OTT , Jul:, t) _ .. _' 

I 1 b to cknowl dg$ 7 our l ttcr o! 
J u y 28 1 concernlng reloo4tion and re- ot bli 
or J _.r, n se tro 1 t1ch Colunbi , z.nd with 
r l ! er QnOc to your desire t pu oh !rui 
and ·rt nhous a . ~~ 

Ir ,ret th t 1\ i 
Dop rtnont to co, ider et th pro you 
a lo n o ~ you o urc hnao r 

r l~r d to do vorytb~n · itbin ou pow r to s siat 
1ou in ' \tin tit e oril aottle4 in your cbo~on 
oceup t1on , includ nc th 13 uonco o lie se to 
purcbn o or l ns pro,o~ty h ~n you re roady to do oo , 

ot,re very truly, 

llT c D 
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Asst. to Minister 
Secy. to Minister- __ ____ _____ - - - ~ ~ 
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TO:\ 2!!TRAL REGISTRY, 
Roe ll?, Conf, Bldg. 

Please p lac e attached on file 

3 .. 1 i 
R.T, Pammott , 

B,F, 
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PE TITION 

To: 

The Rt. Hon. W. L. McKenzie King, 
Pr ime Minister of Canada, 
Ottawa, Canada. 

From: 
B. C. Citizenship Defence Committee_. 

The petition of the British Columb.i a Citizenship 
Defence Committee humbly sheweth: 

That the present revised amount of relocation 
a llowance is far from being sufficient for the 
followi ng reasons: 

1. Incidental to expulsion from the coastal 
d efence area, our homes were virtually 
u prooted, and the financial losses inflicted 
by this evacuation order were immea surably 
great. Moreover, our assets which were tran­
sferred to the Custodian of t~ten Property 
o·n the solemn understanding that· the same 
wo~ld be fully protected were sold a t ruin­
ous prices. Such being the case, however, 
the federal government has so far failed to 
take any measure to consider granting us re­
para tion or reimbursement for losses sus­
tained. 

2. The amount recoverable from relocation allow­
ance is hardly sufficient for the purpose of 
purchasing absolutely essential household 
furniture and utensils. 

3. The r ehabilitation amount as recommended by 
the Royal Commission at the time of the 
survey in the ghost towns in 1944 was $520.00 
for a couple, $ 260 . 00 for a single person, 
and $ 50 . 00 for each independent. 

Wherefore, we, the British Columbia Citizenship 
Defence Committee, do hereby humbly petition 
that the present amount of the~location allow­
ance be increased to such a level· as approvea.­
by the Royal Commission. 

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever 
pray. 

Dated the day of June, A.D. 1946. 

JUL so 1946 

/ 



COPY 

THE J APANESE-CANADIAN QUESTION 

BE IT RESOLVED:-

Department ot t b 
R E C E.: l V ~ our, 

JUL 1~ J':J'fO 

Secretary to flt inister. 

1 . That persons of Japanese ancestry now resident in Canada 
should be treated in accordance with Christian and 
Democratic principals. 

2. That Orders-in-Council re garding the deportation of 
persons ·of Japanese orig in should be recinded. 

3. That only those who now wish to g o to Japan should be 
sent. 

4. That any charged with disloyalty should be g iven a fair 
trial as provided for in the Naturalization and 
Immigration Acts. 

5. That those against whom _no charges of disloyalty have 
been brought should be g iven citizenship rights as soon 
as possible. 

6. That the restrictions on purchase of property· and freedom 
of movement be removed immediately, so as to enable those 
who have re-settled to become established in normal life 
and that financial restitution be made to those whose 
property was confiscated. 



., 

T,r.. , ~ CENTRAL REGISTRY, 
Ro om 7, Conf. Bldg . 

Pl ease place attached on file 

H.T. Pammett. 

B.F. 
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PETITION 

To: 

The Honourable Humphrey Mitchell, 
The Minister of Labour, 
Ottawa, Canada. 

From: 
B. c. Citiz.enship Defence Committee. 

The petition of the British Columbia Citizenship 
Defence Committee humbly sheweth: 

That the present revised amount of relocation 
allowance is far from being sufficient for the 
following reasons: 

l. Incidental to expulsion from the coastal 
defence area, our homes were v . rtually up­
rooted, and the financial losses inflicted 
by this evacuation order were immeasurably 
great. Moreover, our assets which were tran­
sferred to the Custodian of Alien Property 
on the a·olemn understanding that the same 
would be fully protected were sold at rtiin­
ous prices. Such being the ase, however, 
the federal government has so far failed 
to take any measure to consider granting us 
re paration or reimbursement for losses 
sustained. 

2. The amount recoverable from relocation allow­
ance is hardly sufficient for the purpose of 
purchas:ing absolutely essential household 
furniture and utensils. 

3. The rehabilitation amount as recommended by 
the Royal Commission at the time of the 
survey in the ghost towns in 1944 was, $520.00 
for a couple, $260.00 for a single person, 
and $50.00 for each widependent. 

Wherefore, we, the British Co.lumbia Citizenship 
Defence Committee, do hereby humbly petition 
that the present amount of the relocation allow­
ance be increased to such a level as approved 

'/ by the Royal Commission. 

I} \ '1 ,yo""'And your 1
\ v . petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever 

J,. J C, pray. 

I 
Dat ed the day of June, A.D. 1946. )(/ 

I 

Department of Labou~ 
ECEIVE 1 

9 194tr 

retary to Vliniste • 

B. C. Citizenah1p~ fence 
Committe 

C 



TO .. CBNTRAL REGISTRY, 
-Room 7, Conf. Bldg. 

, 

Please place attached on file 

H.T. Pammett. 

B.F. 

I 



/ MEMORANDUM 

Office of the Prime Minister 

• June 5, 1946. 
Ottawa, .... ..... ............ ...... ... ................. ... ... . 

Referred from the Office of the Prime 
Ministe~ to the Minister of Labour. 

G.J. Matte, 
Private Secretary. 



• 

· J ' I 

, J'un 5, 1946 • . 

.A. ' 

Dear ire 

· I ri b to oknowledg the 

1 tter hich you addr 4 to he Pri 

111nist r on th 29th of "I, . bodying 

Depart •t of labour 
RECEJVEo I 

.JUI tj 19 : A 

Secretary to Minister. 

r olutions hich rep t rec nt 

cont r noe of tb Unit d Ch\lrch of C da. 

In llr . King 1 b nc th 

in 1v1du l re olution ar b 1n rt rr 

to th nis r of th Gov rnm.ent t 

d1r ctly cone rn d with th t rs to 

which t ry rel • 
Your 1ncer ly, 

o.J. tt , 
Pr1 ta eor tary. 
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COPY 
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7. This Conference demands that equal treatment 
with all other residents and citizens of Canada 
be accorded all persons of Japanese descent in 
Canada. It urges upon the Government of Canada 
the claims of such persons of Japanese descent 
who have suffered direct financial loss through 
their relocation by the Government, to recompense 
by the Government for such loss. 



TO: ~REGISTRY, 
Rooin! ·conf. Bldg. 

H.T. Panm1ett. 

B.F. 



J •• 
MEMORANDUM 

Office of the Prime Minister 

May 30 1946 . Ottawa, ............... ...... .... .... .. ..... , .......... , ... .. . 

Referred from the Office of the Prime 
Minister to the Minister of Labour . 

G.J. Mat e, 
Private Secretary. 



, · 
I 

l MAY O l94fi 

Secretc,y Mini.~kr. 

36th ay, 1946. 

Honourable Angus cinnis , • P., 
House of Commons, 

Otta· a, Ontario . 

Dear • acinnis: 

inister 

This matter ill be brought to 
the attention of the Prime inister upon 
his return. In the meantime, ho ever , I 
am referring your letter to the 1n1ster 
of Labour. 

Yours sincerely, 

G. J . llatte , 
Private uecretary. 



C O P Y - - - -
House of Commons 

Canada 

Ottawa, Ontario, 
May 23, 1946. 

The Right Honorable W.L. Mackenzie King, 
Prime Minister of Canada, 
o t t a w a. 

Dear Mr. King: 

I have been informed by- the Slocan Valley 
Nisei Organization that they have petitioned the 
Government to increase the amount of the placement 
or rehabilitation allowance for persons of Japanese 
origin who move from the Relocation Centres in 
British Columbia, to settle in provinces east of 
British Columbia. 

I believe that because of the circumstances 
surrounding the removal of the population of Japanese 
origin from their homes on the Pacific Coast, that 
the amounts mentioned in their petition are fair and 
reasonable - that is $520 for a married couple; $260 
for a single person and 150 for each dependent plus 
railroad fare, travelling expenses and limited freight 
on household goods. It is not only desirable that as 
large a number as possible of these people should be 
helped to settle in provinces east of British Columbia, 
but it is d~sirable that they should establish economic 
and social roots wherever they may settle. To the 
extent that they do get settled satisfactorily, will 
the desire or necessity of returning to the Pacific 
Coast be diminished. 

I do urge that you give the request of the 
Nisei Organization careful, and I hope, favorable 
consideration. 

Yours sincerely, 

(sgd) Angus Macinnis. 
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TO : . illJ1'RAL -.REG IS'.IBY, 

Room 7, Conf. Bldg. 

Please place attache on file 

~)- 2~3<... ' / 
r 1 
H.T. Pammett. 
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d , • MEMORANDUM 

,. Minister of Justice 

Ottawa, ..... .... May. .. 24th .. 194.6 .. ... .. ... ... . 

Referred to: 

The Minister of LABOUR 

by 
the Minister of Justice. 

Ls. St St.L. 



•• 
House of Commons 

Canada 

Honorable Louis s. St. Laurent, 
Minister of Justiee, 
O t t a w a. 

Dear Mr. St. Laurent: 

Ottawa, Ontario 
May 23, ;"1946. 

I have been informed by the Sloean Valley Nisei 
Organization that they have petitioned the Government to 
inerease the amount of the placement or rehabilitation 
allowance for persons of JapQnese origin who move from the 
Relocation Centres 1n British Columbia, to settle in 
provinees east of British Columbia. 

I believe that because of the e1rcumstanees 
surrounding the removal of the population of Japanese 
origin from their homes on the Paeifie gpji.yt, that 
the amounts mentioned in their petition~fair and 
reasonable - that is $520 for a married couple; $260 
for a single person and $50 for each dependent plus 
railroad fare, travelling expenses and limited freight 
on household goods. It is not only desirable that as 
large a number as possible of these people should be 
helped to settle in provinees east of British Columbia, 
but it is desirable th&.t they should establish economic 
and social roots wherever they may settle. To the extent 
that they do get settled satisfaetor1ly, will the desire 
or necessity of returning to the Pac1f1e Coast be 
diminished. 

I do urge that you gj.ve the request of the 
Nisei Organ1z:-.t1on careful, '1.hd I hope, favorable 
consideration. ,f 

·U 
.t 

AM- T 
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• 
H ouse of Commons 

Canada 
Ottawa, Ontario 
May 23, 1946. 

Honorable Humphrey Mitchell, 
Minister of Labour, 
O t t a w a. 

Dear Mr. Mitchell: 

I have been informed by the Sloe~~ Valley 
Nisei Organization that they have petitioned the 
Government to increase the amount of the placement 
or rehabilitation allowanee for persons of JRpanese 
origin who move from the Relocation Centres in 
British Columbia, to settle in provinces east of 
British Columbia. 

I believe that because or the circumstances 
surrounding the removal of the population of Japanese 
origin from their homes on the Pacific Coast, that 
the amounts mentioned in their pet1tion~fa1r and 
reasonable - that is $520 for a married couple; $260 
for a single person and $50 for eaeh dependent plus 
railroad fare, travelling expenses and limited freight 
on household goods. It is not only desirable that as 
large a number as possible of these people,should be 
helped to settle in province ~aat of British Columbia, 
but it is desirable that they should establish economie 
~nd social roots wherever they may settle. To the 
extent th~t they do get settled satisfactorily, will 
the desire or necessity of returning to the Pacific 
Coast be diminished. 

I do urge that you give the request of the 
Nisei Organ1za.t1on careful, and I hope, favorable 
consideration. 

AM-T 

Your~ a1neerely~ ~ 

/~~ ~ 
Angus Mi'cinn1s. 



r .. 
House of Commons 

Canada 

Ottawa, May 23, 1946. 

Honourable Humphrey Mitchell, 
Minister of Labour, 
Ott aw a. 

Dear Mr. Mitchell; 

For your information I enclose a 

1\/IA y 24 1946 

petition received from the Slocan Valley ~isei 
Organization having regard to certain adjustments 
in allowances for resettlement east of the Hockies. 
I would appreciate having your views on the requests 
made, and information as to what is in effect at 
the present time. 

I would appreciate your returning to 
me the enclosed petition after your perusal of 
same. 

HW}VGH. 
ENCL: 

Sincerely yours, 

H. \V. Her r i dge , 
Member for Kootenay West. 
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y er Collo&~uot 

1 tb r&t rouce to 
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE OF CANADA 

OTTAWA, May 18th, 1946. 

Department of Labou ·, 
ECElv' o 

My dear Colleague: MA 21 · 

I would appreciate having y our ~ ~----~~~~~ 
comments and advice in connection with the 
attached petition, as I understand it is a 
matter coming under the jurisdiction of your 
departmellt. 

Will you please return the petition 
together with your reply? 

Yours sincerely, 

Paul Martin. 

Honourable Humphrey Mitchell, 
Minister of La bour, 
Ottawa, Ontario. 

: G 

.... ... ·-



TO: 

Please place attached on file 

2~ - ~ .. 3_ 14 
H.T. Pammett. 

B.F. -



I • 
MEMORANDUM 

Office of the Prime Minister 

Ottawa, ..... ... ii~.tl: .. M.~Y.., .... ~.9.i .~.! ... . 

Ref erred from the Office of the Prime 
Minister to the Minister of Labour, 
without acknowledgment. 



/ 

/ .. 
~ 7pe 'e! f ice of t he Prime Minist er , and 

"he .H.t • Honourable ·,; . L. Na.cKenzi e King, Esq., 

a nd wi~h.the Honourable [inist er's leave, beg to presen 
of Petition, relativ e to t he notices made public !4--c.:~-

re l oc ees of Japane s e a cial rig in regarding the 
t lement east of the rockies. 

Ac cording to declara tions mad e by the uperviso1~s of re spec ti ve housing 
project s , a nd also by The Co mmissioner of Japane se · lacement, T. B. 
Pickersgill, Esq., the Canadian Government increased the allowance for 
placement to $1 2 0~00 for married couple, $ 45.00 for a single adult, 
15. 00 for each child apart fro m the r a ilroad fares, travelling expenses 

and limited freight on household belongings. e appreciate the govern­
ment's kind consid eration in increasing the a llowances; however, after 
considerable thought was given to this matter we find the amount far 
f r om sufficient. en the Japanese people were forced to leave their 
ho mes by the order of the Canadia n Government the majority of them lost 
or d isposed of their household goods at a very great loss. Those dis­
posed through the Custodian of nemy lien Property, and credit recovered 
thereby, were only nominal amount compared with the actual recoverable 
value. en a family moves fro m one locality to ano ther, and endeavors 
t o establish a ho me the first problem confronte·a is a shelter and neces­
sa ry household furnitures a nd utensils such as:-

For a couple 

Dinette Suite 
Closet and set of drawers 
Bed and Beddings 
's tove 
Heater 
Fuel (for 1 month) 
Rent (for 1 month) 
kfa. intenance (for 1 month) 
Water rates 
Electricity deposit 
Kitchen utensils 

75.00 
· 7 5. 00 
120.00 

80.00 
30.00 
15.00 
40.00 
35.00 

liscellaneous (drapes, blinds, Linoleum, 
etc.) 

G.00 
5.00 

26.00 
50.00 

TOTAL 553.00 

The above figures clarify the insufficiency of the government's present 
p lacement allowance. The rehabilitation amount set by the oyal Com­
mission at the time of their survey here in 1944 was ' 520.00 for couple, 
$ 260.00 for single persons, and $ 50.00 for each dependent. 

Therefore we do hereby petition that the placement allowance be increased 
to a minimum as set by the oyal Commission. 

Re spectfully, your petitioners, 

SLOCAN V. IEY NISEI ORGANIZATI ON 

J 
r,Y , 

s l ocan Ci t y Cha irman ~ / . ~ _____ ..,.._._..,; ___ _.,;;.~-

Bay Farm Chairman - ~~ 
1 

~~ Popoff Chairman 

Lemon Creek Chai rman~ 



TO: 

Please place attached on file 

27 ~)- ] ... ,t 
H.T. Pammett. 

B. F. 



MEMORANDUM 

- Minister of Justice 

Ottawa, .'M.~Y .. JJ . ., .... l~19. ., .. ........... . 
Referred to: George G. Greene, Esq.-, 

Private Secretary. 

Private Secretary. 



T~e I-rice of the Minister of J t. d 
The Honourable r i n ister us ice' an L. St. Laurent, Esq., 

olocan, 
A ·i 

Depa 
R ECEI 

~nd. w~ th the Honourable ·inister I s leave beg to present 
~tition, relat~ve to the notices made p~blic to all eli 

0 Jap~nese acial Origin regarding the allowance 
east oi the rockies. 

According to declarations made by the Supervisors of respective housing 
p~ojects! a nd a lso by The Commissioner of Japanese Placement, T. B. 
Pickersgill, sq., the Canadian Government increased the allowance for 
placement to 1 2 0.00 for married couple, $45.00 for a single adult, 
$15.00 for each child apart from the railroad fares, travelling expenses 
and limited freight on household belongings. e a ppreciate t he gover·n­
ment' s kind consideration in increasing the allowances; however·, after 
considerable thought was given to this matter we find the amount far 
fro~ sufficient. then the Japanese people were forced to leave their · 
homes by the order of the Canadian Government the majority of them lost 
or di sposed of their household goods at a very great loss. Those dis­
posed through the Custodian of Enemy Alien Property, and credit recovered 
thereby, were only nominal amount compared with the actual recoverable 
value.. When a family moves from one locality to another, and endeavors 
to establish a home the first problem confronted is a shelter and neces- . 
sary household furnitures and utensils such as:-

For a couple 

Dinette Suite 
Closet and set of drawers 
Bed and Beddings 
Stove 
Heater 
Fuel (for 1 month) 
Rent (for 1 month) 
lvl'a intenance (for 1 month) 
Water ra te-s 
Electricity deposit 
Kitchen utensils 
Miscellaneous (drapes, blinds, linoleum, 

etc.) 
TOTAL 

' ? 5. 00 
?5.00 

120.00 
80.00 
30.00 
15.00 
40.00 
35.00 

:::!.00 
5.00 

26.00 
50.00 

The above figures clarify the insufficiency of the government's present 
placement allowance. The rehabilitation amount set b~ the oyal Com­
mission at the time of their survey here in 1944 was $520.00 for coupl e , 
$260.00 for single persons, and $50.00 for each dependent. 

Therefore we do hereby petition that the placement allowance be increased 
to a minimum as set by the Royal Commission. 

Respectfully, your petitioners, 

SLOGAN v~r ORGANIZATION 

Slocan City Chairman _.._/d_......_,;{--ll.· ..... _~.:;._~------

Bay Farm Chairman 

Popoff Chairman 

/ ~&<( 

&Y~~ 
Lemon Cr eek Chairman~~ 
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r . H •• Herridge, .P. , 
Bouoe ot Oo ons. 
OTTA A . 

Der r- Herridge : 

Otta • ay 10 , 1946 0 

I h T your lettor ot My 4th . 

I bcl1 T I hav alr dy oov red in y 
lett r to you of Kay lat, the matters touched on 
in the p tition trom the 1 pan ee Com tt o 
Sloe n 01ty nolooed 1th your 1 tt r . 

Th Depa~tm nt do not propo e to 
withhold oeiat no tor oT ent fro Br1t1oh 
Colu.mbi to lf per one who may be oubj ct to de ­
port t1on. otthor, on the otb r hand , ill ouoh 
ns atetance be giv n lndisori in toly to 11 p roons 

ho re ubj ct to de port tlon . Eacho 111 b 
oon td rd on it merits . 

Youra otno rely • 

(SIGNED) HUMPHREY MITClfEr .• 

/ 
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House of Co1nmons 
Canada 

Ottawa, May 4, 1946. 
Department ot labour, 

RE CEIVE D 

Honourable Humphrey Mi tche·ll,. 
Minister of Labour, 

,VIA :, ·o 

0 T T A WA. Secretary to 
~=-"""'=:!'. 

Dear Mr. Mitchelli 

For your information I enclose a copy 
of a peti tian I have received from the J-apanes-e Central 
Committee of Slocan Die·trict, Slocan City, B.C. 

I would be pleased to be informed o~ the 
Government's- attitude towards the requests made in this 
petition. 

A 

.II\VH/GH. 
1ENCLI 

Sincerely yours·, 

H.w. Herridge, 
Member far Kootenay West. 

./ 



• 
Mr.. H. t Rerrldge • M.P.; 

-HotLJ· c of Commons 
Ottawa, Cana da 

Tllij Humble Petition of' the .Japane e Centr l Co it e of 
Slocan D!ts.triot SHEW TH. THAT ·, 

WHEREAS prior to evacuation; we had our on ways and mean 
of eai:ning our living ithout depend ·, ng to any marked degree on 
government 's assi tanoe; 

. . WH· REA at the outbreak or mr , we aocepted evacuation 
.... r(?m tp.e coastal defenee area as one of the ex1genoieA of war , 
tbereby giving up our employment upon hich our livelihood wa$ 
dependent ·; 

AND ?IH:&~REA9 no meas uret:i ware taken by the federal aut ho.rit1es· 
to rej..mbur e u , innoce nt evacuees, f o r losses 1noidental to ex­
pul ::; 1on from our f ormer homes , and mo t of our assets e 1ther re­
mained 1n the hands of on were unlawfully s old by the custodian 
of Al i en Property; 

AND ~HEREAS , much as '8 w sh to co-operate with th govern­
ment's policy of dispersal and relocation t o eastern provinces, 

e no are subje ct to. deportation under the authority of tre Order-· 
1'n-council, p .0. •. 7356, namely t he Japanese Nat -ionals who s igned 
for repatriation, and the Naturalized Canadians who did not revoke 
sueh request prior to midnight , ~eptember 1st~ 1945, are denied the 
resettlement Wh1ch 1s ho ever provided to tho e people legally 
res de~t in Canada; 

AND \'IHEREA{J · ithout s uch ooncent w would h a rdly be a ble to 
co-ope.rat,e however eager we may be; 

Therefore • we ., the Central Japanese conunittee o f slocan 
Distriet do HUMBLY PETif!'IION ;· 

THAT the permanent resettlement to be allo ed to us who 
voluntarily aoqu:tasoa i n the s ugge tion of the f ederal authorities 
that we settle in designated pro'l'finceR or pla ces; 

fund; 
THAT affective steps ba taken to provide !-=3Uch reha bilitation 

THAT ample a~~uranee be g1ven of employment and housing . 

AND YOUR PE'l'IT!ONER"1 ; AS IN DUTY BOU -ID , WILL EVER PRAY . 

DATED the 19th d ay of April, A. •. D. 1946 ~ 

( s gd ) W • . h ikalanis 
11 E . Ni sh ioka 
" s . Ta a.ski 
" ~, Neh 1ba1 
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carry housing accommodation with them. Moat of this type 
of e~ployment is found in rural areas. 

The Committee are evidently mistake'.!l in their 
reference to the rehabilitation grant recoumenaed by the 
Royal Oommiasion of 1944. This Comrniss1on headsd b7 
Dr. Jackson, Deputy Minister of Health and Welfare tor 
the Province o.f Manitoba .and which included as msmbere 

r . George :n vidso.n., z.)r aont Dominion .Peputy Mini ~ter or 
. lfare, Mr- Bone, Commissioner of Welfare for the City 
o_ Vancouve1·, Mrs . Ul\ry Sutherland of your own Province 
~era appointed to inveatieate and report on the health 
aD d ::rnl~are ~onditi·ona in the settlements, 

'l'he 1
0 ... o!. a sion at no place i:a its report made 

any recommendo.t:·.c:ms that Japanese should be ~nted a 
rehabilitation ~11 , a ca tut haviag received complainte 
that Japancuo ln th~ settlDmente who had liauic ass2ts we~e 
not given a cash maintenance while in pos$eaaion of ~utd 
assets of their 0 1n for thie purpo~e, the Oommieaion dealt 
with thia complaint, On such inquiry, the Gommi~sion 
ap ,rov~d the policy which t he Department had been ~ollowing 
of payina oaah maintenance to Japanese hose liquid assets 
did not. til':Cecd $t,20 pe:t.· coupl e ; i2so por si:nglo pe:~oon plus 
tso for each dependent.. It :1a.a con1ddex·ed that tb.e amount• 
thus left ith the Japaneae would faollitate their 5ubsequent 
relocation • 

.Ae you will appreciate, it does not follow that 
either the Commisaion or this Department has ever recommended 
or esta.bliehod the re.-estnbl1sht1 ent allowa.noe of the a.mounts 
mentioned'!' The Department does provide free tran&portation• 
maintenance en rout.e and a. grant of' ~'.1.20 per couple plu1 
addltiottnl cmoubta for dopandmnts of person~ -oving aaet into 
enployment as well ne specific employment, ho cvor. Possibly 
you would like to ha~e a ~Q~~ vi ~ne Jackson Comm1aaion Report 
whi ch I . am. ~nol:.oaintJ herewith. 

Yours aincerely,_ 

Enc. 
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• 
House of Commons 

Canada 

Ottawa, April 29th, 1946. 

Honourable Humphrey Mitchell, 
Minister of Labour, 
0 T TA W A. 

.. l ,i) 

Dear Mr. Mitchell; ; 

For your information I enclos·e a copy / 
of a. petition I received yesterday from the J-apanese { >(' 
Central Committee. of Slocan Dis·trict, Slocan City, B.C. 

I would appreciate it very much if 
you would inform me of your attitud~ towards the request 
made in this petition. \ 

Sincerely ~ 

H.W. Herridge, 
Member for Koo e 

' 'I Cl· ES TO 
1 R~PLY 

y West. 



M. H. w. Herridge M.P. t 
House of commons, 
Ottawa, CANADA. 

The Humble eetition of the Japanese central committee of 
Slocan District SHEWETH; 

THAT we appreciate greatly the nominioU'Government•s consider­
ation in increasing our Relocation Allowanee as publicized by our 
respective supervisors. 

THAT in 1942 the government order compelled us to be uprooted 
fran our homes at the coast resulting a serious financial loss to 
us. 

THAT the various restrictions were forced to abandon or to 
dispose or all our furniture and many other t hings at very low price41 
and are now, 11 ving under most trying c ond1 t::ions, or left possessions 
in the care of The custodian of Ene~y Alien P1'!l'perties, believing 
their assets to be fu l ly protected 1·or them until their return, found 
to their greatest disappointment that the custodian disposed of most 

of their possessions at prices far below the actuai value of these 
goods. 

THA·r tn living in the Interior Housing project we were compelled 
to spend all our means even if we had any remained. 

THAT the provincial Relief statistic (pre-war figures) will 
prove that the people of Japanese origin, who were assisted by the 
Government have been very few showing ~lmat we endeavour to be good 
citizen - not wards to the Government of canada. 

THAT' spite of the above fact we are compelled to petit:1ion the 
governmt1nt to increase further our allov'ance; as it is of' an 
absolute necessity to us in order to re-establish ourselves as the 
revised Reloca~ion Allo\iva.nce is far from sufficient in re-establishin 
ourselves. 

THAT much as we wish to co-operate with the government's 
policy of dispersal and relocation to eastern provinces, we would 
hardly do so. 

AND THAT the rehabilitation amount as app roved by the Royal 
commission at the time of their survey herein 1944, and the 
custodian was $520.00 for a comple $260.00 for a single person and 
$50.00 for each dependent. 

WEER i'FORE, we, the Japanese central committee of Slo can 
District do HUMBLY PETITION; 

THAT the government of Ca nada. wil l increase the Placement 
Allowance to suoh a minimum as approved by the Royal commission. 

THAT ample asar.rance be given of employment and housing. 

AND YOUR PEI'ITIONERS, AS IN DtJrY BOUND, EVER PRAY. 

DATED the 21st day of April A.D. 1946. 

JAPANESE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF a OCAN DisrRICT. 

SLOCAN CITY, B. C. 



TO: CENTRAL RCGIS'IRY, 
Room ?~ onf. Bldg. 

Please place attached on 

H.T. Pammett. 

P.A. B. F. 



CANADA 

Department 
RE.c s;1 

Forwarded from the Ofli.ce of the Minister 
' 

To ...................... G:.e.o.r.g.e .... G .•... .. G:r.e.ene .•. ... ..... ........ ...... ...... .. ............... .......... ........... ........ .. 
Priv a te Secretary to the 

.... .. ... ... .......... ... .. .. .. ... ....... ....... ...... M.ini.s .. t .e r .. ... o.f .. .. La.bo .u .r ................. ...... .. ...... ... . 
Ott aw~. ··· ··· 

... ... ... .. ......................... ................. .......... .. .... . ·· ···· ···· ···· ···· ..... ........ .. .. ... ...... ............. .. 

April 29 1946. 
D . Emerson 

Private Secretary. 

~ .. 
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" ..... .,. ... . •,-,.,r 

-- 011. oureblc "fl.tll r·ririin , 
~ ccrctr r" of' St".+. e , 
0ttmw., CAN A. 

AP~ 'l.lJ1 ~4b 

'· Secretary ofsita\a 1 

i 
The ' urible Pe-t. i tion of the Jo.pane!'lc Co 1+re. . Com' rct eo of 

Slocnn Di sJ.:rict '.:X , .. :..,TI: ; 

':'.'.".I' n apprecir te greatly the '"'orii ni 0n Governrion ' s co ·s · cler-
t · · · · ,... ur T" _ _ Ploc~tion \_lom·nce rs r u licizea. b :· our o. :..o. in i nc ce.sin~, o 

r cspPct ive : uper v i sors . 

~1-..AT i n 1.,4::, the :;o v crnnent order c o:ripc lled us to be uprooted 
fr":ci our ho es at the co2.13t resul tins; o seriou s fiY12.ncio. l los s to us , 

T i.. .. T t l:ie vari ous restric t i o s ;"Jere forced to abandon or to 
di s os e o:: all our f rnittre e .d nan ot er t}::.11gs nt ver 1 0·,7 1)r i ces , 
e.nd. e.re no·:.r iving under mo13t tr~riri,: conditi ons , or left ,; ossessions 
in the care of The Cu todi &.n of ::::ner~- \lien Proper ties , clievi nz.; t. eir 
a s sost to b e ft'. lly prot e cted for th1:m until their retur· , :ou1d to 
their g r eatest disa:p~1o i 11t ment th t t .e Custod.i .n dis_ osed of li" os t of 
t 1eir posses Pior:s a t pr ic ~p fr r belo··, t:1e a ctue.l val ·ed. of thes e go oc:cs . 

'.i.'L\'i' in livinc i n the Interior .-ct.s i roject ::e ·::ere com el l ed 
to s,end lJ our r.ice.ns even i ·.-,,o hac~. a~~- re;;'~ inr.o. . 

'.r'L'.r.il t' · · 1 1 · " ( ' ~ Pe provin ci · e 1e1 f°t!:'.t i st i c _) o-m::.r :i:::ures, ·::iU 
pro e ti1 £ t he 1')e o. l e of J ::-·anrse ori:;:i , nho r;ere ass i otec:J b~r tile 
Gover nrent .hav e een very fe-·· sh o,:1i :1·:- thn-t. ·.;re endee.vov. r to b_ :=;oo 
citiz ei, - . no· vm.r d. t ,., t he Govcrn""e t or C2.n da . 

·.2~·::AT s::-i te of t e bove fa ct ·,ie ['re corr:_)clloci to :i:: ·;;i .'..o:, t:. e 
covernrent to i ncrer.se f urt,,er oL:r e. l-or1rnco; a s i t is o:: 2.11 abso l ut e 
.. ecess ity to u s in order to re-establish ourselves as c c revioe 
~e J.oca ti on _llov!e.nce i s far fror; sufficient in re - es·c::- l i sh i ng 
our se l ves . 

T~jrn , . b 
-~ ·:: .1. rr:uc .. t c.s ue tLs .... o co- oi:;er ~te ·::it, t.rn ;;over:nr ·nt' s 

1
)oli cy 

··of dispe rsal and reloc2.t ion t o ea.ste r u ·Jro"·.·_ ces 1 - '1 _ , , ·;:e -~·otL c .12.ro. _; c.o s o., 

_JJD f'""1L:- ·.A""1 t' 1 - -~ tle e :ab i i t ation a 
ission ·p.t t .. e tine of " . cir survev 
0520. O~for a coup l e )260 . CO for~ 
depende1 t. 

1.:n-c as 
.er ei n 

s i ng l e 

p)rovcd. oy the ::o al Co;.Jn-
1944- , and t ,e Custodir~1 ii8.S 

-er sor ~nd ~SC . CO fore ch 

. Y. ....,, 'O , 
r ',I.= tl• 

1 
' 2. ,rn , th e Ja)anese Ce1t r 2l Corm~i t tee of C:: lo c,11 ::=i i s-:rict do .X.::BLY P •. TITI Ol~. 

' 
Tr'.AT t ~o ~ gover nnent of Can, da '7il l increo.se t ' 6 Pla.c£ne11t .:J.l o·.:c".nce 

to su e 1 a ir niMUT'l s. s approved :r the :::.o~·a l Comi i s s ion 

'.7',., '::' amp l e 
s suranc o be :- iv0n o-:: cl"l·.~-o~ -:-:cnt and hou s i nr; , 

Al!D YCU'I~ PJ1'I'ITI0 .. 'ERS AS J:,T Dum 
, • .t Y BCUIJ) , =v-::, .. ~ E{,S . 

· Al'ED the :::ls4: d f' - a:· 0 - : r il : .• D. lS46 , 

J AP.,.;J. ,fL C~ITi~.L CGJ. r r.i 1,... -, 
- 1• .... LOG , D_ST...UC;T . 

SLOG.A.IT CI TY , 'R . r• • 
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Referred to: 

MEMORANDUM 
' Minister of Justice 

April 29, 1946. 
Ottawa, .... ............. ..... .... ... ........ ........... .. .. . 

Geo. G. Greene, Esq., 
Private Secretary to the 
Minister of Labour, ' f 

OTTAVIA, Ont:fh .d/.X (('t,,/lf'.(i( 
/~ rivate Secretary. 



- :.cnour~bJe :.,. ct . Laure t , 
~-in.'...'"ter o:: Justice , 
o-t+2.wa , C H!...;.., • 

Department ot Labour, 
RECElV E O 

The Humble Pet ition of t},e J a)UnflG€ Central Cont itte r of 
S occn :)istric t Sh"_;_, :n-1; Secnftilf'Y to 

T: .. \T vie ap r -ercia e greatl•· thr Dor.i nion ro ernr·nt ' s consi a.er­
e.tion in i ncr eesin::,; cu r :tcl oce.tion n.~. o·-; 1c e as ub_ic izecl b~· ot r 
r~ sp ect ive Supervisors . 

ril-:Ll T in 1942 the govornront or'er co"pe l lecl 
fror;; our i.or1es at the coast result i· -C e. serious 

us t o be u1.ro"tco. 
.ncial losfl to us . 

'.:.'~- .'i' t},e v r i oljs restrictions uero fo rc ed to abandon or t o 
d. ::.s1, osc o': a ot-r ~urnit -re and an-:· ot ·er thin;::s at vcr::; lo·,7 ~ r::. ccs , 
and e.re 10\-: ::..: vin· ·nder 1:,ost t r,. · n,:,; co dit::ons , or left posses sions 
in t ccre of The Cvstooiti.n o nerr li en roperties , bolievi ,c; t hei r 
assest to e f; 1 , otected for t .Ei:1 until tl"eir r8tt rn , founc:' to 
t1 d r c;reatest d · s ar,po i ntment t1' .. ~t the Custodi n di sposed of rr;ost of 
t .eir p ossession s c:.t r i ves fa. r belo..:: t ,e a ctu ··- va l ed o:· t ,cse soo s . 

i'i:C T in l i ving L t he Interior l~ousing :1ro j oct 
to spend ull our reR s ov en L '"e 1ad c.ny rer'ui ncd . 

vre rr, cor· e lled 

T ·Arn t 0.e . . 1 ,... 1 • .r ( rovincia ,,'- _i e ... ste-' i st ic .~ro - r12.r fie res 
rove t he.t the pe op l s of Jcpaneseorigi n , ,._ · o ,··ere os s :"ssteo. 

(lovernment avo been very 1€\7 s l".o,:i n: t hat ·:re e. ciee.vour to 
citizen - not nc.rds to the f' over nn,en t of Cane de ... 

..-rill 
b the 
br coocl 

TFAT s:pi te of t .e r>bo e :':'e.ct ··:e 2.re corm L ed to ~ct::. J.. i on tl:. 
goverwent t o i ncre1's f irther our a llm-:e.n ce; es it i s o: nn e.bsolute 
ne cessit~, t o us in order to re- estab isi1 ov.r s"_v s as t'1P r -:vis ecl 
Rel ocri ti on .'1.. _o\"lr>n ce i s far fr om sufficient in re - este.b .. :.'.s: i n·· 
ourselves . b 

Ti-""\.T r,uch u s we ·:fi sh t o co-ope n·.te '.'ith the !"!o, e::-:1Pcnt' s •Jol ie•· 
of c:ispor sal 1:'.r..c. e l oc.,,-'-i on t t · J. ., - e-. v o 6 s ·ern :, rov::.nc es , ·.-:e ~--ct. l ei :·!ardl:· do Go • 

.A.:~lJ _ F_1\_'l, the b · · J t e 1~1. i_i ,:;a i or>c v.ro· nt .s aop over. b-1· t ·e ':.oyc:._ Gor n -
ission .t t 1e 't1t10 of. ! l1e i r surve,, heroin _9~A , and tf1 e Custcd::.o 
c~;2~ .f~nf ~r ·~ c ouple ·," 60 , O er r s i ng_e .9ernrins r,,nci .:~sc.co for e~~~ 

· .. 1':E l•'O =, we , t 
do :'Ut'.BLY PLTI 5 r-; , 

' 
e Jaj,}anos o Ce::rtr al Connni t te e of Sloc2.n Ii i strict 

'i'F.AT t ·"' r-o t '- - erfil'! en of Canad· · · 11 · . to su ch a r' inir: \ J"J. - i ncr ee.so the " l a ceront .~.l .one.nee 
· a s P. roved by the n.oyal Commissi on~ 

THAT anp l e e.s surance be 
0
,-:_. en o: J 

€1"'1::' .o .. nent anc ousi nr..; . 
1 f,'D YOUR a;TTIOI!ERS 'S JI 

, .n 
1! LU TY BOUFD , ;~ v=. l 1?: ..i y. 

ATh.... t he 21st dav o-" , · 1 
.J J. ·"' ri .." . :;J . 104-6 . 

·yccc·, C 
v .u. L I'I'Y, " .. c. 
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TO: CENTRA; ilf:G ISTRY, 

Room?, Conf. Bldg. 

Please place attached on tile 

23-1--3-1 '-/: 
H.T. Pammett. 

8 B.F. 
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Slocan, B. c.;. , 
Apri 2(> , 194 6 • 

The Off i ce of the Minister of Labour, and 
The Honourable .tflni s ter tlumpbrey Mitchell, Esq., 

and with the Honourable Minister's leave, beg t o present this Letter of Petition, 
relat i ve to the not ices made public to al~ eligible relocees of Japanese Racial Origin 
r egarding the allowance for resett leme nt east of the rockies. 

According to declarations made by the Supervisors of respective housing projects, and 
also by The Commissioner of Japanese Placement, T. B. Pickersgill, ~sq., the Uanadian 
Government increased the allowance for placement to i l20.00 for marri ed couple, ~45.00 
for a single adult, ~15.00 for each child apart from the railroad fares, travelling 
expenses and limited frei ght on household belongings. We appreciate the government's 
kind consideration in increasing the allowances; however, after cons iderable thought 

was given to t h is matter we find the amount f ar from sufficie nt. When the Japanese 
people were f orced to leave their homes by the order of the Canadian ·overnment the 
majority of them lost or disposed of their hous ehold goods at a very great loss. Those 
disposed t hrough the Custodian of ~nemy Alien Prop9rty , and credit recovered thereby, 
were only nominal amount compared with the actua l recoverable value. When a family 
moves from one locality to another, and endeavors to establish a home the first problem 
confronted is a shelter and necessary household furnitures and utensils such as:-

For a couple 

Dinette Suite•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Closet and set of drawers •••••••••••••••••• 
Bed and Beddings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
stove ... .••••..••.•.••••......••••...••.••. 
Heater••••••••••••••••~•••••••••••••••••••• 
Fuel ( for 1 month) •••••••.••••••••••••••••• 

Hent (for 1 month ) ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ma intenance {for 1 month) •••••••••••••••••• 

Mate r rates•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

75.00 
75.00 

120.00 
80.00 
30.00 
15.00 
40.00 
35.00 

2.00 
Electricity deposit........................ 5.00 
Ki tchen Utensils ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 26.00 
Miscellaneous (drapes, blinds, linoleum,etc) 50.00 

'l'OTAL ••••• • ••••••• 9 •••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 553 .OO 

The above fi gures clar ify t he insufficiency of the gover nment's present placement 
allowance. The rehabilitation amount set by the rtoyal l;ommission at the time of their 

survey here i n 1944 was ~520.00 for couple, ~260 for single persons, and ~50.00 for 
each dependent. 

'l'her efore we do hereby petition that the placement allowance be increased to a minimum 
as set by the Hoyal ~ommission. 

nespectfully, your petitioners, 

Y NISEI ORGANIZATION 

~./~~ Slocan Ci ty Chairman ~~~ ~ ' ·~ -u:,'--,-~~--·--«-~---Bay Farm Chai r man 

' 

Popoff Chairman 

Lemon Creek Cbainnan ~ 

! 

V 



Vancouver,. B,C., 

January 14 1 1944. 

The Honourable Humphrey Mitchell~ 

Minister of Labour 1 

OTTAWA, Ontario, 

Sir: ... 

the Report of Your 

Order in Council 

I have the honour to submit herewith 1 

al Commission appointed pursuant to 
t-(_ 

9498 to investigate the welfare of 

Japanese in the Interior Settlements of British Columbia~ 

I have the honour to be, 

sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Chairman. 

FWJ/DS 

vJ 

\. 
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REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMISS ION 

APPO INTED PUR SUANT 'rO ORDER-IN-COUNCIL, 

F.C, # 9498, TO EN QUIRE INTO THE PROVISIONS 

t ;ADE FOR THE WELFARE AN D !Vl .A I NI'E NAN C:E OF 

P ERS ONS OF THE JAP ANESE RACE RESIDENT IN 

SETTLEMENTS IN THB PROVINCE OF BRITISH 

COLUMB IA 

Pursuant to th e provisions of p.c. Number 9498, 
' 

of December 14th, 1 943 , which re ads i n part as follo ws:-

" The Co mm ittee of th e ·.Privy Council have had before 
them a report, da ted Decenber 9 th, 1943 , from the 
Minister of Labou r, representing with reference to 
Order-in-Council, P .C. 946 of Feb ru a r y 5th, 19 42 , 
whic h empowers the Mi n i ster of l abo ur to make 
provision for t he ma i n t enan c e and we lfare of the 
p e rso ns of the Jap a nese race evacuated from the 
protected a re a s of British Columb ia, that it is 
deemed advisable th a t e n in qu iT y be made into' the 
present provision made for the ma int e nance and 
we lfare of persons of the Japanese r ace r es ident 
in settlements in th e interio r of Briti s h Columb ia 
under the adm ini s tration of the Department of 
La bour, by the app ointment of a Commission for an 
immed i a te inq uiry into su ch matters and to repor t 
thereon to t he Minister of Lnb our in respect thereto." 

" The Minist er th e r e for e recommends that Dr. F. W. 
J ackso n, Deputy Minister of Health a nd Public 
We lf a re, Province of Man i t ob a , Dr. G,F. Da vid s on, 
Executive Secre t a r y, Cana d i an Welfare Council, 
Ott awa, W.R. Bone, Administrator of Social Services, 
City of Vancouv e r, and Mrs. Ma r y Suth e rl a n d , 
Revelstoke, B,C., be appointed Commissioners under 
Part I of the Inquiries Act, to inquire into the 
provision made for th e wel f a re and maintenance of 
persons of th e J ap 8 n ese r ace r e si dent in the settle­
ments in t he Province of Brit ish Columbi a un de r the 
odministrstion of the Department of La bour and to 
re p ort thereon to the Min i ste r of Lob our, to g e th e r 
with such r ecomm en da tion s os to further measure s to 
be ta ken wit h 1'egard th e ret o ,as the Cammi s s ion deer.1s 
adv i sab le a nd th a t Dr, F. W~ J ack son b e the Ch a irman 
o f such Comm i ss ion; " 

Yo ur Commissioners so appo in ted met in Voncou ver o n December 

20th a nd exte nd ed their invest i ga tions and heorings over th e 

peri o d to J a nu a r y 1 2thi 1944, 
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At the first meeting held in the officesof the 

British Columbia Security Commission, 360 Homer Street, 

Vancouver, the organization of Your Commission' s activities 

and the method of procedure for Your Commission's inquiry were 

discussed and determined. 

Mr. Geor g e Collins 1 Commissioner, B.C~ Security 

Commission, was in v ited to be p r esent to o utline the administra­

tive policy in respect to the care o f the persons of the Japanese 

race resid~nt in the Interior Settlements. It was decided to 

prpceed to Tashme immed iately to obtain a ~ icture of the g eneral 

con d itions, and to bec om e ac q uainted with the problems likely to 

be encountered. A letter was sent to all Settlements inviting 

their Japanese Camp Committees to appear before Your 8~~misaion 

and make r ep resentati ons in writing respecting matters of 

complaint. It was a gree d that these meetings would be informal 

and would be h e ld in camera, but that the written brief and the 

transcript of discussion at the time of pr esentation should be 

certified and signed for the Jap a nese Camp Committee. 

form appendices Band c, 8 to 15 inclus ive. 

'rhes e 

Based o n the experienc e gained on the visit to 

Tas hme, the following procedure for investi gat ion of other c amrs 

was decided up o n as ~e n e rally app licable:-

1. Discussion on camp manag eme nt with the c a mp 
supervisor, 

4. 

~ eeting with the J apane se Camp Committee, 

Inve st i ga tion of all situations alleged by the 
J apanese Camp Committee t o be undes~rable, a nd 
visits to a ll par ts o f th e Settlement a ccompan i ed 
by mem b e rs of the Japanese Camp Committees, 

A final d i s cus sion wit h the Set tlement executi v es 0 
l 

Your Commission from the b eginning was a wa re of 

the difficu lt y of f ind ing an adequa t e "ya r dsti ck" by which to 

appra i se the welfare and maint enan c e of tho p e rsons of th e 

Japanese race resident in the Inter io r Settlements. 
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It was agree d tha t the follo win g criteria should 

be app li ed:-

1. The physic a l conditio n of the people, including 
that of the children, and a compar ison with 
th e ir pre-evacuation cond ition as r e corded in 
obt a inab le he a lth re cords; 

2. The a dequacy of maintenance rat e s for indigent 
fnmilios to be det o r min od by comparison with 
thoir pro - e v a cua tio n st anda rd of living an d with 
tho st a n dard of other pe rs ons receiving public 
aid; 

3. The adequacy of housing conditions as determined 
by a comp a rison with their pr o -evacuation 
dwellin~s, by their s uit a bility for clima tic 
conditi ons, and the availability of building 
ma teri a ls; · 

4. Tho ex t ent of opp or tunit y for occupation on a 
se lf-supp ortine basis as compa red with pr e ­
e v a cua tiou opportuni ti es ; 

5. Th e ade quacy of th e e d ucationa l programme and 
sch oo l faci lities fo r the child ren in the 
Int or ior So ttl omonts ; 

6. Availability a nd u so of J a p a n ese asse ts. 

The compla ints nost frequently enc ount e r e d in 

Your Commission's investigation o f th o Se ttl e me nts we re:-

1 0 Th a t tho ma int enance r a t es for ind i g ent J a p a nese 
ar e i nsuff icient t o b uy ad equate food at 
pr o v 2 iling p r ic es ; 

2 . Th a t ho us e s a ro over crowded, unsafe d uring wint e r 
we uthor, and u ns uit ed to se v e re clima tic 
c onC:it i ons; 

3 , ~ha t tho s uppl y of fuel i s in off ici on tly 
d i str ibute d and of inferior qu ~ lity; 

4. That th e re is unreasonable dol ny in s up plying 
noodod clothing and s ho o s t o f a milies on 
mo.int e nanco; 

5. That t h o h ea lth of tho poop l o i s adverse ly 
e ffected by in a d oquoto housing a nd insuffici ent 
food and th a t this h &s rosult e d in incr eas ed 
illness and malnutrition of children; 

6. That th u r o is u l a ck o f faci liti es for indoor 
r o cro a tion dur ing wint o r months, ospo cinlly f or 
c h ild r e n. 
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A D M I N I S T R A T I O N 

Your Commission, n s instructed, h a s mn do u n 

ox t onsive and thorough inves ti gati on of the wolfn ro a nd mainten­

nnco of th o p e o p l e of tho J apano~o race in Interior Sottlemonts. 

It r e cords its admirntion for tho splendid pioco of work 

oxocutod by tho ori g inul B,C. Security Comraission in its task 

o f evacuating t wen t y- thro e thousand pors6ns from the Defence 

Arca to t emp orar y rosido n co o lsowhore, Th e ro was no precedent 

to follo w. ?h e cons truction problem ulono, during tho penk of 

war stringe ncy of mat e rials was a gigantic achievement. Tho 

eva cua tion of thc so p o oplo withJ so far n s Your Commi s sion can 

f ind , n min i mun of hardship is a ma tt e r f or cong r u tulation. 

Your Co r.rn is s ion i s ir.ipr os sod with tho e; on-0ral 1 y 

adequat e a dmi nistr a tion o f th o program in th o Sottloments by 

the Dopartmont of La bour of th o Doninion Gov ornmont through its 

i ns trume nt, th o B.C. Se curity Connis sion. Th o B,C. Security 

Commission functions on tho whol e cffici ontly a nd would n ppaur 

to bo a dequa t e f or th o c 2 rryi nc out of th o ,olicy ost n blished 

by th e Government, The co-ordination of tho v a rious loc a l 

adm ini s tr a tiv e u nits is good, Tho of f ic o qua rters from whiah 

th e B.C. Se curi ty Comnission oper a t es , a lthoug h ori g ina lly 

su ff ici e nt a rc, ct pr oso nt, overcro wded. No provi s ion is mndo 

for a r es t room f or the fom a lo staff. 

Tho loc a l ndministr n tion s at the v a rious Int e rior 

So ttl e monts aro loc a t e d i n suit a bl e qua rtors and tho administr 1~ -

tivo work , go n ur n lly speck ing , i s officiant. A large p e rcent n~~ 

of t ho s t ~ffs u t on ch loc a l c drainistration office is r e cruit e d 

fro n t ho r es id ents o f th o S ottl emo nts. 

I n t h o follo wing p ngoa Your Commission has s ot 

f orth its f i ndi n gs end r o co mmunda ti ons in c ~to g oric a l f ns hion. 

I n sta tine it s findings, Your Comnission dr aws u ttont ion to 

this fac t , th a t th o I n t e rior Sott l omont pro j e cts e re n tenp or a ry 

mo a ns of moo ting an emergenc y . Tho Se ttl ements e re s t n tod by 

l 
I 

I 
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the De Pu :rt men t of La bour t o b e , "A st() p i h the e v n cu a t ion 

process a nd a training g round for employment •••• in the Prairies 

and the Eas t. 11 
( 1) It has never been the policy so far . as 

Your Commission can learn, to develop the Settlements with any 

contemplation of per~anency. With this your Commission is in 

entire accord. Consequently, in eva lua tinc the we lfare and 

maintenance of the people in the lnterior Settlements, the 

temporary as pect of the provisions should be borne in mind at 

a ll times. 

The appendices contain the details of the 

representations made to Your Commission an d other s upporting 

data, 

M A I N T E N A N C E 

F I N D I N G S 

All in d i gen ts except certain groups of older 

persons in th e Interior Settlements receive th e ir maintenance 

in cash an d purchase th e ir food at Comm i ssion or loc a l stores. 

Your Commission received no complaints in respect to food 

obt a in ab le, Foods in s p ected in the stores were of avera g e or 

b e tter ciua lity. Th e re was a fair r a n ge o f ch ea per cuts of meat 

and fish, as we ll as of tho more expensive varieties, In all 

th e Settlements Japanese wo r e encouraged to, and d id, use all 

avail a ble l a nd for garden purposes. 

Every repres entation made by J apanese camp 

committees reque s t ed an incr e a se in the presen t food maintenance 

rat es , despit e tho f a ct that tho r n t es o f food maintenance of 

tho B.c. Security Commiss ion are slight l y hi g her tha n the 

provincial social assis t a nce r n to, tha t o f tho City of Vnncouver 

for Ori e nt a ls a nd th n t g iven by the Dop nrtmeht of Pensions a nd 

National He a lth for wnr p e nsion e rs r e quiring suppl omontnl 

ass ist an ce. 

I n s upp ort of their argument some of the J a panese 

camp committees c o ntended that the Occident a l in receipt of food 

maintenance h as moro opportun ity of s uppl ementing his food 

(1) APPEND I X 2 PAGE 2 PARAGRAPH 8 

., 
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allowance with money earned at casual labour than the Japanese. 

With this Your Commission does not a g ree havin g in mind that 

only unemployable Occidentals are on public assistance at the 

present time. 

Your Commission has made no attempt to ascertain 

wh e ther any of the food rates above-mentioned are adequate, but 

the evidence of the Health Examinations of school children 

to g ether with the g eneral improvement in health shows that the 

food obtained by the Japanese in the Interior Settlements is 

sufficient to maintain health, proper growth and development.(l) 

Representations were also made in respect to 

clothing and fuel. In re g ard to clothing there was no complaint 

regarding quali t y. I t was generall y alle g ed that the interval 

betwe e n the issuance of the re~uisition and the delivery of the 

clothing was too long . The supply and quality of the wood was 

g enerally found satisfactory, 

R E C O M M E N D A T I O N 

Your Commis s ion r eco mne nds that t here be no 

incre a se in th e presen t food maintena nce r a tes for employable 

p e rsons a n d th e ir.dependents, It beli e ves it to be in the best 

interests of both the Japapes e th e mselves a n d the public that 

the employa ble pe rsons sh ould a ccept preferred work instead of 

maintenanc e at p ublic exp e nse, Your Commission further recom­

mend s -an incr e& se of not more than 10% in the food maintenance 

rat e s i n th e case of the aged, infirm &nd un e mployable persons 

an d their de p end e nts, t o be g ranted at the discretion of the 

Welfar e d e partment. It is reco gnized that in the ca s e of this 

entir e group its food maint e nance rat es cannot be aug ment e d by 

c a suu l labour to cov e r nec e ssities o t h e r than foodstuffs. 

S H E L T E R 

FIND I 'NG S 

Your ComTii s sion a ft e r a n oxt onsive in ve stiga tion 

o f a ll housin g in th e Settl ements saw no ovidonce to subst a n~i a te 

(1) APPENDIX 6 PAGE 3 TAB LES 2 & 3 
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th o c omp l a in t tha t t h e ne w h o u s in g e r e ct e d by th e B.c. Security 

Comm i ss i on wa s of un s a fe c o n s t r ucti o n . Althou g h this housing is 

only of a t e mp o ra r y na tur e many h o use s h a v e be en wint e rized 

t hro u g h the initi a ti ve of the occup a nt s a nd with th e a s s ist a nce o f 

the B. c . Sec u r it y Commi s s i on in s up p lyin g ma teri a ls . 

Du o t o th o u r ge ncy o f tho o v n cua tion p r oblem a 

numbe r o f u ns uit ub lo, u nsn f a v a c a nt buildings in some Int e rior 

S o ttl ome nt s we r o mnd o int o multi p l e d welline s an d ar e still being 

used f or t h is p u rp o se . 

Yo u r Commi ss i on in s poct o d tho for mer J a p a n e se 

hous i n g o n P owell Str oo t i n Va ncou vor, a t S t o vo s to n an d s e veral 

canne r y s e t t l orao nt s on t h o lowor Fr aser. Th o no w h o u s i ng a s 

e r e ct e d b y t h e B.c. Se c ur i ty Commis s io n i s s up e rior to tha t which 

Yo u r Comm is s i on v i s i ted . Th o buil d ings i n t h e Int e rio r Se ttleme nts 

wh ic h a r c d i vid e d i nto ~partments wh il o in mo s t casos uns a f e nnd 

undes ira ble a r o, Yo ur Comn i s s ion b o liovos, e qu a l t o tho qua rt e r s 

p r e vi ous l y occup i e d b y th ose J ap a n e se wh o f o rm urly r e s i d ed in t ho 

Po well Stro o t ar oa . 

I n ro s p o ct t o th e c omplRi nt o f o v o r c r owdi ij g 

Yo ur Comui s sio n f i ri ds t h a t es p e ci a lly in r emod e lle d bu i ldin g s this 

ap pli es . This, ho wo vor, mu s t b o vi ewed in t he li g ht o f pre­

eva cua ti o n li v in g s t a n d a rd s o f tho J e p u n oso o f Canada a h d o f 

ox i s ti ng c on d i t io ns in ma n y Occ i d e n t a l c omn i t te os dur ing war-timo. 

Thi s s itua tio n i s b e in g a ll ovi u t o d as t h o J a p n n oso f a mili e s c o ­

op o r u t e wit h t h o B. c. So c ur it y Comm i ss i on in mov ing t o out s ide 

e mp lo yme nt nnd rea rr a n g ing t hu fam ily g roupings VI ithin th o se ttl o ­

mo n t . Mu ch mo r e c o n b o do na i n t h i s c onn e cti o n wh en th o B. C. 

S e cur it y Commi s sion h a s mor o co - op o r a t i on from th e J a panes e . 

R E C O M M E N D A T I O N 

Yo u r Comm i ss i on ro c omraond s t h a t th o B. Ce 

S e curity Commissi on contin ua t he po l icy of wi nt er i z in g h o use s 

for th os o u n a b l e t o do tho work t h oms u l vo s nn d of ~ e k ing nv n il nble 

th o n e cess a r y ma t er i a l s f or tho ot h ers, Your Commi s sion furth e r 
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r c communds thG continua tion Gnd oxp u n s ion of th· 
0 present programme 

of out s id e nl t ~ u ccmcn u nd tho r u urr~n° ~-ont f th ~ ·1· i th u ~v= O C ~QMl l0S Il 0 

existing QCcommod a tion boli oving thn t th o solution to tho problem 

li 0 s in thi s dir o ction r ~_.th e.r th~ n 1.·n ~ ~ providing oxtr o. housing. 

In this connection p a rticul n r uttontion should be given to tho 

trnnsfor of fnmili o s from old r onodollod building s to Commission 

e r e ct e d housin g as spQ cu b o comos nvoilnblo. 

E M P L O Y M E N T 

F 1 N D I N G S 

Your Corap ission hn s cxnmin0d tho productive work 

a nd special industries provided by th o B,C. Security Commission 

for th e residents oft ho Settl ements, These h o. vo been developed 

to a commond n ble dogreo of e ffici e ncy. It is tho opinion of Your 

Commission that except in occ n sion n l circ~mst an cos not a gro a t 

de a l moro can be dono. Thi s vio w is a rri ve d ct h a vin g due consi­

der a tion to a v a il a ble r aw n a t uri n ls, tho loc a tion of tho Sottle­

nonts nnd th o skill of tho rosidonts. Your Commisaion is 

inpros s ed with tho f a ct tha t those in romun o r a tivo occupntion in 

tho c s. r.1ps a r e th e bottor-educ c. tod a nd tr ,1incd, tho nore officiant 

and gen e r a lly nore p e rsonable in d ividua ls. It is tho opinion of 

Your Comni ss ion th ~t p a r s ons so occupi e d nr o those that could 

most r e adily fit into out s id o enployno nt~ Your Coni:i.i s s ion , 

approves tho policy of tho Dcpnrtm ont of L~bour in consid e ring 

the Int e rior S ottl c n onts as Cl onring -stntions, a n d Training 

c en tr e s. (1) Tho policy o f di s persing the J ~pnne s o a cross 

Cnn n dn i n pro d uctive , s e l f -supportin g onploynont sing ly, in 

sme ll group s or f a mily unit s wh e re thoy h a v o tho opportunity 

of b e i ng n s s i ra il a t o d into loc a l conmunity life, Your Conn ission 

( 1) APPEN,D I X 2 PAG:2 3 PARAGRAPH 2 
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be l ieves to be in the best interests of Canada and of the 

persons of the Japanese race themselves , Respecting the 

complaint of unfairness in withholding maintenance from 

sing le employable persons 18 years of age and over with 

Canad ian citizenship who refuse to accept suitable remunerative 

employment offered , Your Commission accepts this policy as fair 

and sound and a necessary step in the re-establishment of the 

individual in self-supportin g employment, Your Commission is of 

the opinion that this policy should also apply to Japanese 

Nationals, From all information available, Your Commission is 

assured th at there is ample opportunity for employment outside 

the Settlements for all employable Japanese. 

Representations were made by all J~panese camp 

committees requestin g an incre a se in the scale of wages paid by 

the B.C. Security Commission. Your Commission found that the 

representations d id not take into account t h e perquisites such as 

shelter, f uel, li Ght and me d ical care supplied in addition to the 

wages received from the Commission for which only a token 

deduction is ma d e. 

R E C O M M E N D A T I O N 

Your Commission recommends: 

(a) That the policy of placement in self-supporting employ­

ment be acceler a ted by dir e cting those persons at present employed 

b y the B,C. Se curity Commission to such po s itions. 

(b) Th a t p e rso n s p r esently un e mploy e d be plac e d in the 

p o s itions thus v a c a ted, even if this involve s some loss in 

operatin g e fficiency, in ord e r that th e y bo trained to be self­

sup porting outside, 

( e ) Tha t the co-oper a tive rel a tions h ip o f the B.C. Security 

Commi s sion and t h e Nati onal Se lective Se rvice to this end be 

c ont t nued a nd e x tend ed, 
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(d) That We lfare Departments at the Settlements be 

strengthen e d so that mor e emphasis will be placed on inter­

pr e ting tho advantage s to bo dorivod from outside employment 

for tho so who aro eligible. 

( e ) That consideration be given in those Settlements 

whe re it ma y be practicable, to an incroas0d wage scale and thnt 

r eas onabl e deductions b o made for any s0rvices which mny be 

supp lied by tho B.C. Security Commission. 

E D U C A T I O N 

F I N D I N G S 

Your Commission finds th a t a lthoug h education is 

and a l ways h as been a provincial right and obligation, tho Depart­

ment of Education of tho Province of British Cplumbi a has refused 

to take an y responsibility for the education of tho Japanese 

children in th o Int er ior S ottl oraonts although b e fore thos o same 

children wo r e evacuated from tho De f e nce aron this r e sponsibility 

was reco g niz e d and assumed. (1) Th o B.C. Se c urity Commission 

is providing education for Japanos o childre n in th o Interior 

So ttl omonts by making available instruction up to Grado VIII 

through t eac h e rs se cur ed from the hi c h0r-oducatod Jap a nese 

porsonnol of tha c a mp. In tho cas e of in d ividuals, Hi g h School 

ed uc a tion is g ivon by moans of corros po n do nco coursos s uppliod 

by the Dopar tmo n t of Ed uc a tion of th o Provincial Gov e rnm e nt, 

payment at co s t bein g rn ado d irect by th o students to the Dupart­

ment of Education. No kindergarten or hi gh school education is 

being provided b y the B.C. Security Commission but in some of 

th o Settlements qua li f io d teaching missiona ries are giving 

inst ruction. Promi s es nrc u rr ange d for by thoir rospoctive 

church es. N~tural li ghting in improvised clnssrooms is inu doqu n to 
. 

a lthoug h this in somo inst nn cos i s boin g rocti f i o d by the 

insta llat ion of ar ti f ici a l li ghting . Th o r o is considerable 

overcrowd in e in some o f tho classrooms . 

(1) APPbNDIX ? ~ E. 
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R E C O M M E N D A T I O N 

Yo ur Commissio n r o co mm c nds tha t nogotiutions be 

r o-op one d with tho Dop c rtmont of Ed uc &tion of th e Province of 

Br iti sh Columbi a to tho a nd th o t it rocssumo it s obli gn tion in 

rospoc t to tho oducntion of th o chil d r en of th o Jnpnnoso r n c o . 

M E D I C A L C A R E 

F I N D I N G S 

At all Int ur ior Sottluments Your Commis s ion found 

an oxce ll unt pro g r a mme of medical c a re includ in g hospit n lizntion, 

medical und d en t a l s erv ices . (1) Suff ici ent hos p it a l bods a rc 

pro v id e d by th o B.C . Se curit y Co mmission or nrr ungo d for throug h 

loc a l hospit a l fa c i liti es. Vo ll-st a f fed rnod ic a l clinics nro 
' 

e s t a bli shed nt on ch c ontro. Your Conm issi on is Gr n tifiod to 

not o that th o e mp h as i s on th u n a dical pr o g r a mme is on tho 

prevention of d i socso. Acc e pt ed i mmun iz at ion pro c edures n ro 

carri o d out a t ou c h of t ho S 0ttl 0mants end practicall y u ll 

children h ava bo on prot o ctod ngc i nst sma llpox, dip hth u ri c , 

sc nrl u t f a vor , typhoid fo v o r 2nd whoo ping-c o u c h. Pr o -n a t a l ~n d 

b a by Clinics nro a vail a b l e a t a ll Sott l unonts and a rc 110 11 

pntron izo d by tho J apanese p oop l o . S ch oo l med ic a l s ~rvico s are 

2 lso prov ided. Both Occid ont~ l nnd J npa noso Doctors a r e a mp l oyo d 

on a fu ll-tima b a s is, in c ont rus wh u r o thoro n r o n o loc c l Doctors 

n v n il ab l 0 o r c rG us 0d to c u s ra o nt the loc u l Ph ys iciGns. 

Thu B.C. Se curity Commiss i on ' s ho sp it n ls ore we ll 

constructed en d nd oquc t o l y s t cf f o d. Rug i st0 r od nurs o s a re in 

cha rg e c t e ll points nnd aru ns sist o d by J cpnnoso g irl s who h cvo 

bo 0n tr a i ne d a t th0 ho s pit a ls a s Nur sing Ai dos . 

Tub e rculosis h es n l ways b uun n so ri ous p ro blon 

nnongs t tho J n p an usG p o op lo. To co u b n t this th o B. C. So curity 

Connission h as oa t c bli s hod u Snnatori u ra u t Now Denve r. Tho 

pot en ti a l bod c c puc it y of this I ns titut ion i8, Your Comn i ss i on 

(1) APPENDIX 6 TABLE 1 
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believes, adequate for the needs of the Japane s e for the treatment 

of Tuberculosis. Your Comm ission finds the Japanese people 

exceptionally healthy. To evaluate the healt h of the Japanese 

people, Your Commission conducted a health survey. The 

examination of 1, 319 Japanese children in the Interior Settlenents 

p ro ved them to be abo v e the aver ag e in h e i ght and weight as 

compared to the Jap a nese children in the same age group in the 

pre-evac uation period as shown by the records of the Greater 

Vancouver Metro 1) olitan Health Committee. (1) No epidemic 

disease of any con sequen ce has been prevalent in any of the 

Sett l ements during the past year. In the opinion of Your Commissicn 

the med ical care provided at the Interior Settl ements for Japanese 

people exceeds that received by the average Cana d iano 

R E C O M M E N D A T I O N 

Your Commission re commends that th e Tuberculosis 

Case - f in d ing pro gr amme be extended to a ll Settlements. Your 

Comm i ss ion further re c ommends that the Jap a n ese Nurse on the 

B.C. Se curity Commis s ion staff a t Kaslo, who has been specially 

tr ained in Pub lic He a lth, b e used to ass ist in t he pro g ramme by 

carrying out h ea lth ed uc c tion amongst th e Japanese throughout 

all the Settlements. 

R E C R E A T I O N 

F I N D I N G S 

All J a p anes e camp comr.1i tt ees drew a tt en tion to 

an alleged lack o f r e cr eation facilit{es for children nnd adults, 

especia ll y du ring the wint e r season. Your Com~ission during its 

inspection of the S e t t l emen ts visited premises which were used 

for recreational purposes. Thes e cons i sted of a ccommodat ion set 

aside in mos t of the centres for tho J apanese caup committ ees. 

At least one or more school rooms in a ll Se ttlements wore ava ilable 

( 1 ) APPEND IX 6 TABLE 2 
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for meeting s, con c er t s and other e ntertainments after school 

hours, In many inst anc es class r oom p a rtitions we r e romovnble 

f or this purpo se. Picture-shows were available at no a rly all 

Settlomonts, skat ing, skiing and sleighing were also p a rt of 

the recr ea tion a l facilities at all Settlements. 

Durin g the summe r months tennis, basket-ball, 

b ase b a ll and swimming are available, Having in mind the 

temporary nature of tho Settlements and th o generally clomont 

we c th o r of tho Interior of British Columbia Your Commission is 

of th e opinion that a ntinirnur.1 of inconveni en c e an d hardship 

exists und e r th o prosont sot-up, 

R E C O M M E N D A T I O N 

Your Comm i ss ion rc comrn ,n1ds tha t no further 

capitul expenditures bo nude for Recreational facilities, 

JAPANESE 

AS SET S 

F I N D I N G S 

Your Commission r oce i vo d no complaint in respect 

to th o policy o f th 0 B.c. Sec urity Commissio n in r 0 t a ining liquid 

assets of J apa n ese t o tho ex t an t of ~ 2 6 0,00 for eGch a dult nn d 

~ 50.00 fo r e a ch child as a rehabili tat ion f und. 

I nqu iri os wuro made of tho J a p anose c amp comrn ittoes 

at seve ral S e ttl e ments in r o fur onco to thi s p olicy, a nd th o 

pr incipl e was app roved o lthou~h t h e y did not c a r e to s t n to 

def ini te l y that tho amount boinr, rotainod wus suff ici e nt fo r 

th e i r r e - estab li s hme nt. 

Yo ur Comnission d i s c ussed with tho Custodi a n, 

J a pnn o s o S e ct ion, Do p c rtmont of tho So cr otary of St a t e , a nd the 

Conn i ss ion or o f tho J upnn a so Pl a com ont, th o ques t io n o f th o 

disposn l of J apanese liquid cssots. It wa s fo un d thu t tho 

procedure prosontly fol lowed i s to roloaso s uch n s s ots to the 
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J apanose wh on requested to do so, if in tho opinion of tho 

Custodi an und the Commissioner of J a p a ne se Pl a ce me nt such a ction 

\ 
is de emed do 0 ir n blo , th o di s tribution being ma de in such mnnnur 

and in s uch ~m ounts n s mny bo mutu a lly a rr nn g od. 

R E C O M M E N D A T I O N 

Your Commission recommends: 

( n ) That when n ny J n p nnose p e rso n with his d ope nd onts . 

bocomos es t a bli she d outs id e of tho Int e rior Settl cmcntu, thri t Qll 

his liquid nsso ts b e rol 0n sod to hin on r eq u e st~ 

(b) Th n t t ho pr oso nt policy of r otnininc liquid as set s ns n 

reha bilit a tion fund i n th o amounts a lr on dy 0stnblishod for those 

p e rsons wh o n ro res i dent in tho Int er ior Settlements b o continued. 

( c ) Thn t whore u Jnpanuse r es id ent in tho Int e rior S ottl o ­

monts h a s li qu i d nsso t s th u t tho se b e d i s tributed to t hu own or ns 

and when tho Conmissionor of Jnpcnoso Plncomont mny decide. 

S U M E A R Y 

YOUR C Or.JI.II SS I OH I S OF THi: UNAIJHIOU 3 OPIN ION THA T 

THE PROVISIONS Vi.ADE BY TH.LE GO VJmNMENT 0 1'° CANAD A THTI OUGH THE DE PART-

L'i:2:NT OF LAB OUR FOR THE WE L FARE OF TH:S J APANESE I N 'l'HE I NTER IOR 

SJ-;; TTLEMEN TS I N BR I TISH C OLUI:'iB I.A ARE , AS A HAR -TIME 1'.;EAS lJHE , 

REAS ON ABLY FAIR AND ADE~ UA T::I: • 

GENERAL 0 B S E R V A T I O N S 

UNOFFIC I A L P R1 S EN TATIONS 

Besides th o r opros ont2tions nndo b y tho J npn n os e 

ccmp comnitt ous , Your Commi ss ion r e c e ived mnny comme nts both 

wri tten n nd oral i n res p e ct to th o op o rntion of tho Interior 

So ttl omonts. Tho nn jortty o f th ose wo r o of n nQtur o favo ur a ble 

t o tho p resen t Governmen t pol ic y os ro l atod t o tho wu lfc r u and 

mnintenn nce o f tho J a p nnaso p o op l o . 
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An oxnmpl o of this is n qu~t 2 tion from n lutter 

pr e sont o d to Your Commi ss ion by a group of n a turalized Jnpnnese 

whos o o pinion th o J a panese c c np coumittoo did not roprosont:-

" We representing the Naturalized Canadians here 

respectfully e x press to you that we are quite 

satisfied with food and housing here. We :r.i.ust 

realize that we are under the conditions of wartime 

restrictive regulations and transportation. If we 

want to buy certain food materials at the ~tores here, 

we can ge t them all rig ht. Sometimes they could not 

get them as much as we expect under the present war­

time conditions, no one should be blamed. Re garding 

the housing l we have the Japanese Carpenter paid by 

the Supervisor. If th e re is an ything wrong about 

the house, the Sup e rvisor will instruct the Carpenter 

to fi x it immediately. 

The Japanes e Doctor h e re looks after the Sanitation 

and the Ventil a tion of houses, we p re sume he will 

re p ort to the Supervisor who will attend to it 

immediately, The officials h e re who look after us 

are very kind-hearted an d consider a te. We must 

co-operate with th e officials. " 

JAPA NE SE W AR V ET E RANS 

In t wo o f th e S e ttlements visited r e presentations 

we r e ma d e on behalf of Japan e s e Vet e rans of the Canadian Army, 

1914-18, pointing out tha t no d istinction is b e ing made between 

e x -service me n, de sp it e t h e ir military s e rvice to Canada, and 

othe r Japanese . Your Commission is ~ympathetic to their request 

that t hey be g iven preferr e d treatment if this is possible. 

P O L I C I N G 

At all s e ttleme nts v i s it e d , l aw e nforcement was 

unde r th o juri s dictio n of sma ll d e tails of th e Royal Canadi a n 

Mount e d Police. No military c on t rol i s exe r cised, the Royal 

.. 
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Canadian Mounted Po lice being responsible for all movement and 

discipline of the Japa nese in tho Interior Settlements. Your 

Commission found that th e Japanes e appreciate the fair manner 

in w~h the Royal Canadian Mounted Police carries out its duties. 

A D M I N I S T R A T I V E 

D E T A I L 

Both in th o bri0fs presented by the camp 

committees and in tho discussions following presentations, a 

number of minor ma tt e rs of administrative detail wore brouc ht 

to the att e ntion of Your Commission. Those Your Comnission has 

taken tho liberty of r efe rring d irectly to the B.c. Security 

Comm ission for its consideration. 

In conclusion, Your Commission wishes to express 

its appreciation f or the co-operation and assist2nce of the 

Advisory Committee, t o tho B.C. Security Commission and the 

Custodian who ha i e given valuable information and advice. It 

thanks the Provincial Department of Health and th e Gre a ter 

Vanc o u ve r Health Committee for makin g available public health 

nurses and equipment for tho health study. Th e co-operative 

mann er in which th e Japanese camp committ e es pr e sented their 

bri efs e xpedited Your Comraission's inves tigations. 

---, 
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The Royal Canadian Mounted Police provided efficient mo t or 

transp or tation. The oo~operation of Mr. Collins and his s t aff ' 

bo t h at the central office and at t he Interior Se ttlements 

materially assiste d Your Conunission . in its study. 

We have the honour to b e , 

sir , 

Your ob e d ient se rvants , 

(S g d) F, W. JACKSO N, 
Chairman. 

( Sgd ) W.R. BONE, 
Commissione r. 

( Sgd ) MARY SUTHERLAND, 
Commissioner. 

(S gd ) GEORGE F. DAVIDSO N, 
Commissi oner . 

Ja~ua~y 12th , 194 4, 
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:'he hUf"ble Pet ition of t e Ja ".nese Centr 1 Com ittee of 
SJ.oc.,n Di~trict Si::::.: .. -...;TE; 

DepaMment ot l r1uour, 
RECEIV E D 

hi '/. l :t'tO 

Secretary to Minister. ' · 

'::.T' ,1e ap::ireci2te ;;re" tl~· the :)omin:i.on Governr'~nt 
1 

s consider-
a.t-' on in i n crens in:; o r _J_elocaticn A.llovic e as publicized b3· our 
resprctive :upervisors. 

TE.AT in 1942 tho gover rlr!ent ore~ er cor" · c lrd us to be t-prooted 
fr0r our hones 2t tbe co:1st resu ting r serious fL1a cie.l los s to us . 

':'E.: T the v rious restrictions ·:er f'orced tc, eh:1.ndon or "L O 

dis"'ose of a ll our furniture nd nru'ly ot 1er things at ver:, l•:·o r ices , 
8nd- urc nJ\7 ~ ivincr uno.er most tr~·ing conditJ_ons , or left · ossessio: s 
i:'l the c::ire o: The Custodian of :'""ne y AlieYi. I'ro:perties , eJ. i eving tlloi r 
assest to e fvll protected for t er t:ntil t hei r ret t..rn , foun ci t o 
t:.-eir gre"'test di sa· oi .t nent t,".at the Custodian c'.iS~; oseC:t of ros t of 
their possc s · ions a t pr i ves far belovr t he a ctu2.l ve. l ued of these goous . 

TH.A'.:' i n living in t'.e Interior Eousi .:, _,r oj ect •:; e .,ere cor'11rllod. 
t o s)end all our r.1eano eve;,1 if ·.:e .Rd ai • r8r1ai11ed . 

!'I- 'tT t.:w pr ovincie.l "'.e i ef Statistic (; o-·7cr fi[:,tirrs ·::ill 
prove thr t t he pGO:?L of JapBnese or i g i n, ·:ito ner<' !:'ss is tec: -:' -Llle 
rove rnr.cnt h!:1.V8 been vor fc-.· s.10· "in' th .t ne encle n.vour to oe g ood 
citizen - not '.71:1.r' s to the:. C.overnren t of Cm1.e.da . 

'i'P.'l':L' spite o: ti1e above fa c ·--r re co :,0 1:.i.ed to e t· ti·· t>e 
goverr.l'!ont to i c ec.se fvrt!':er our a . o,:ance; 3.G it is of an a soh·t · 
nc cessitr to u in order to re-establ i sh ourselves r.::; the rev.'.se 
J.o l oco.t ion ltl omtnce i s far fror suff-' cie t :i: re - est2.blis:~j_n ·· 
ourse_7es . 

':'L'.':' rnuch C, ,·1e ··r1· .,_ t · · 1 .,_1 .., , .. s .' "o co-op er e. e \71 "t .1v.:e f;O e:·w e t 1 s p o lic~. 
o: ' isJersal end rcloc::tt :i. 011 to e stern pro i:1ccn , y;e no· le~ }12.rC:. l do s o • 

• i"D ~.'IL 'i' t;~e ro.',a.'01· 11· +nt~ 01.1. t ~ ~- - 2. o.in es e.::,:·roved b .. tl·e . ,c, , 2 Co'"r -
ission at t .o tirio of ·,.,he i : stL ve,• !:orein _::;44 , s. 1d the Custocii·'n ,ras 
· ~"'C . co for c ol' le ::tc . · C for sin: l e er sons and -~ 5C • ."C for each 
aepe. dent • 

.. FEJ . .1..i'OP.:: vie the J C .,_ .;lJ JF" p- -~- ,, , e.:;an .se er. vr-·l Cor.1r1ittee of Slo can ~istri ct 
do n, .wJ. - -T.!. .. J.0!•; 

r:ir,..,, t' 
to -"" i L:e . ;::o ernII1ent of Cane.da \7ill . . crea e t 1e l a cer· nt ,, lo·>'iance 

$UC e. r.11i11r>1 ur.1 as 2.ppro ·e bj- the :oya l Co1..rn~ s ~i on. 

c:u-:p l e a. ss r anc e be f; i ven of 

PJm YCLR P ~'I'ITI Oi. .. , ... :t ', .tli) I : DV:::'Y 

D.,,,':'...l) tl~e ?1st da;• of .".pril ~ . • r:> , 

CCI ' "IT•:~ 



MEMORANDUM 

Office of the Prime Minister •• Ottawa, .... ?..~Y:!-?: ... A.P.;r.JJ ., .... ~.~f~.~ ... 
Referr ed from the Office of the 
Prime Minister to the Minister 
of Labour ~ 

D partmer 01 labour, 
ECEIVEO 

G. J .Ma e 
PR 2 1~ !Pr i vat~ Sec r etary. 

' 
~ecretary to Ministerc 



•• 
'TO ...,m -,rn_'T 1 o 10 1Lr: I Ac· -:::i·zr, KiiTG , 
T1 c Pri'"-e -,i fr-tr-1· of CaTie da , 
Ott"n!:1 , C ADA. 

The P.umb l e Petiti on oft e J a ~nose Centr al Comr:iitt e e of 
Sloca n !lis t ri ct SI:::: 1""'TH; 

T · ':: ·,,e apprecia :fe 6 r e~ t l " t he I' o!!'i i on C- overwcnt ' s co 1si dc ir ­
_tion i n increa sing o r ""'..e oc tion •. llo7an c e 2s publi ciz ed b:' our 

resp0ct i ve Super i s ors . 

TI A"'l in 19~::-' t he e;over ru e nt or ' er c oml:'el:.ed us to be uprootcci 
froo our h ori es 0.t t he coast r sultin"· a ser· us : i nancie. l as s t o us . 

':'!-:AT -t 1e va r i ous r e s t r ict i ons ·,-;er0 fo r ced t o 2.bandon or t o 
(isp os e of a ll ou r fur 1i turc and I:"211;' ot _1or tl, i nc s a t ver: ' ··:o ·1 i ces , 

·1d e.re no·.: l i in.:; under most t r · i g c ond:.tions , or l eft )osses s i o·,s 
i n tr_e cor e of 'I'he Custodian of .ne,: ~- i cn Pr o1Jert i es , b e lievi nc their 
asses t to be fu_ly pr ote cted :" or t 1-cT'l 1Y1t i1 tl:e · r r ct1..lrn , f ounc'. fo 
t .e i r g r e- t e s t cl~sa)1o i 11 en t .?.t t :e Cuot odir n ·'. :i.. G •. scd of :-· ost o 
t heir .p os ses sion s a t · rives a.r h l o·.:· t __ c n.ct ·v 1 v .ll1e of t 1csc "·cods . 

':':WAT il', _i, .:..n~ in t he Interior ::ous i n::c· p r o j e ct ,··e ·:;e:~r co pellc d 
t o spend a ll our T!'lea ns ev en i f \70 112.d e1r· ror-.a i ncci . 

'.:'i::..f!.? t l· o pr ovin c .:..o. l :--.e lie_ St e..t :.stic (:: r o-•:rar ~i :-::ures) u i :i.. 
::-, r ove t a t d Y' :"eop l e of J u a nese ori::; .:..n , -:-1b o ·::ere e.ss i ct c. ,. i: e 
Gover n ent he.ve b e en e 1~~- fo··· s;-o-·i .,.-- th?·u -. :e c cieo. ov. • ·c o he b od 
ci-t: :. z 0 - not ·;:2rcis to t . e Go,,0i·m·e11t of C, 2.da . 

,.. , ..... "I r • t n 

- _-.i Spl e 0 1 t he 9. CVe : ?. C-t ···e R TE) C0.,'1r ll PO. ·., o D t :..ti "1 th 
g over ~cnt t o i crea s e ·-r t.e r our a l lorrc.:1 ce; <'.S i t is~ of an o.o.,c lt,-~ e 
nec essit,- to · s i n orcl.er t o re- este.blis l, oLr se·ves ::; t :_c reyi ::-cci 
~eloco.ti on .Ulo 'fa c e is fr.r f ro~· suff i ci c t i " re - sta.bl·· 3 ,, i , 

01r se l v es . 

:i:.}. T t t· c"' .,...~ .,.,('"\ ~· , .. t · .... ..L • • ., .. • 

cf eti s~·e raa ,' ., •..., J. tS: 0-1 C C - 0.~812.1,C , ."J.v}, i} ".: ove l'lli"fl'l"G ' ::; )0.2.C 
_ e.n !'C_occ. i on ~o oe::; t ·r :1 . ,,. ov:.n ccs , ·:ic ·::c, El c° '-arcJ.l:i c"~ ::; o • 

+1''0 ·L· ,..1,a ~1~ -·· M·' ·' · 
" .- "' • • .L - v,.,. ui "n e.;-· t 11·, p_s "'. ·• ~J. o-,r cl. .L • l c .., ..., : V.!.1C _.o:.O.. O"'T"'·-·,r,,-, 0 t· e ~-. "' LJ""V" ·· 1 • 1 0 · -

. CD i:;:?.:,.T 
:!. s nion at t '_c 
· :- 2r .co f or 
.er . . , ent .. 

-· ~ · • 1 ., .1 ,._ -·ere 2. ~1 .• ·- , c.11 c, · 1_e. Cu""i:.c ·; ::1 ,., ··· "' 
'1 c ct..· l "' ·~z ur • .0 fc a s j w· l C -crSO"'S ., '1'· ~(j ~r n - -~ ·:" · w.. . , ,·. , -. ,,. • - ..., :r c, o:.:.cn 

· ::XJt'FO~ -.·,·e , .,_, T , "" e .J a:Jenes-
do -·rn ;5LY P "'l.'I'i' uF ; • Cen .,_::-r. l Con· 1 .:. t teo of ', ocr ·1 ~ist:c · ct 

to !=" T c:. tl.,c . "'O v er" rent o.i:' C'" ::£1 c_:8 \·;·· _l 2.r. c· e - s ,~ -~ ·r -
r· 1 ' 1 'I" .., <· "' P ··o , c r< " · ' h · · -- -· ·"' c ••• , J. 1 ·..,. ,..,., -c . e .. o· .1 Cor l"" :i.s--: :i.on 

::i s s 1ra·.c e ' 0 : iv 'Vl, o.l' rrnr: l o ' ' 1 _ , . .. · : ' mrc 2no 1 ovci.n~ . 
,~ -

, ...... ,.,,, ' -.i.U -- D 
. . ,.,,.. 
I.., l l BCJUl:D , 

l:iAr-ii:D t >e Zl::rt cl.a.· +' ··· -~.~ril .._ .. ~ . 194.6 . 

JA:-:.:~-S . C, .1'·.·1..- n. co·J, .. ,.,",-". C .. ' r: L r• 
- - Jl.J.J - ... .t ,.!!. ·~ u o..; .tJ; D .LS ' ... '.'.1.Jr; m 

SLOUAII CITY, :n, . c. 
• 

.. 
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TO: 

Please place attached on file 

""2- ?-2 ... ~- ,f 
H.T. Prunmett. 

B.F. 
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C OPY 

Ottawa 1 A~ril 9 , 1946 . 

Mr. To B. Pi ckersgill, 
Commissioner of Japanese Placement, 
Department of Labour, 
360 Homer Street , 
Vancouver, B.c . 

Re: Closing Administration at Kaslo 

Thanks for your report of April 5th in t~is matter. We 
haven' t had brought to our attention copy of Mr . Ross's letter. 

On the general sub j ect of the Dominion's responsibility 
for welfare of persons in self-supporting employment in any community, 
we have, as you know , a recognized responsibility of this nature in 
respect of evacuated Japanese outside British Columbia on the ground 
that they are still ih the re - settlement stage and I believe that 
t his stage must be considered as continuing for as long at least as 
the Dominion Government continues to exercise control over movement 
and placement .. 

I ·should think, therefore, that we would be justified in 
possibly treating evacuated Japanese who settle in the interior area 
on a similar basis but without any commitment as to long term. policy. 

I would think that we need not attempt to define a policy 
in this connection at the present time as the outcome of the Dominion­
Pro~incial Con.1'erence will detennine, in large measure, the extent 
of the future responsibility which the Dominion Government will be 
prepared to assume in the matter of unemployment aid. 

Ao H. Brovm. 

3- 2._ - 3 - / 

., 

/ 
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AIIMAIL. 

COPY 

DEPAR'IMENT OF LABOUR 
Japanese Division 

360 Homer Street, 
VANCOUVER, B.C. 

5th April, 1946. 

A. H. Brown, Esq., 
Assistant to the Deputy Minister, 

Department of Labour, 
O'ITAWA . 

Re: CLOSIID ADMINISTRATION AT KASLO 

I have received your memorandum of March 22nd 
and am in complete agreement with the contents. We have followed 
this policy. 

You will be interested to learn that on my 
recent visit to Kaslo I called on the Mayor . .- . We had a very 
friendly discussion and he told me tµat after receiving our letter 
outlining the reasons why we decided to close our administration 
et Kaslo, that the whole correspondence was filed. 

After all the controversy about the closing of 
Keslo, it wa s interesting to have the Mayor ask us if those who were 
allowed to remain in Kaslo on a self-supporting basis became unemployed 
or otherwise indigent, would the DClminion Government look after them? 
I replied that the Dominion Government would assume responsibility for 
the welfare of any of those who were still subject to deportation to 
Japan, but that I was of the opinion that all others on a self-supporting 
basis in Kaslo would be the responsibility of the Kaslo corr:munity, just 
the same as any other citizens. I hope you concur in this view. 

You may have seen recently the lengthy letter 
written to the editors of a number of newspapers and to all members 
of Parliament by Mr. Ross from Slocan. The sentiments expressed in 
this letter were also endorsed by a number of other c i tizens of Slocan. 
We were talking recently to a citizen of Slocan who declined to add 
his name to those expressing the sentiments outlined in Mr. Ross' 
letter. This man told us that he did not sign his name because he 
fully realised that all of the people of Japanese origin in the Slocan 
project could not possibly be absorbed in self-supporting employment in 
the area, and that the City of Slocan was in no position to look after 
these people after they ceased to be wards of the Dominion Government. 
It does seem to me that those communities who argue t hat these people 
should be allow~d to remain in the districts in which they presently 
reside on a self-supporting basis, that the same communities should b~ 
prepared to accept them as regular residents and assume the same 
responsibility for them as for other citizens. 

(Sgd . ) T. B. Pickersgill, 
Cormnissioner. 



TO: C.i..:N'ffiAJ ~GISTRY, 
Room ?,~nf. Bldg. 

Please place attached on file 

- ~ - ~- J 

H.T. Pammett. 

8 B.F. 



• (COPY) 

Mr . T . B o Pickersgill 
Co mmissioner of Japan;se Placement, 
Department of Labour 

' 3 60 Homer Street, 
Vancouver, B. c . 

Ottawa, Mar ch 26, 1946. 

Re: Relo cati o n of Jananese 

We have your letter of Ma rch 19th and co mment as f ollows: 

1. It is a gre e d that a Saskatch ewan P l a c ement Officer will be employed 
~ust as soon as p ossibleo The salary for this position will run up to . 
$ 3,000 per annumo We ar e inclined to thi nk that the headquar~ers f or 
t h is man might be Saska toono There is a possibility that we may secure 
Walter Daws on's services for this p o s itio n and if so, we should be in 
a position to let you know very s h ortly. Your proposal to have Mr ~ 
Mackinnon try to obtain a man fr om th e Emp lo yment Services or our o wn 
departmental services in Saskat chewan is sat is fa ctory .• 

2~ We agree with your view as to the advisability o f li mi ting housing 
as s istance to arrangements wi t h employers to provi de fam ily a ccommoda ­
t i o n for Japanese under suitable cond i tions. We are o f the o pinion 
th a t the ,p os sibility of relocation' in North ern Ontar io should be f ul ly 
explored a nd developed this year . · 

Immediate consi d eratio n should be given to the est a blishment of 
hostel s i n Saskatch ewan, a t Winnipeg, No r t hern Ont ar i o an d t h e Montreal 
area. 

3 . We have alread y written the Pr es i d ents o f the Rai l way Co mpanies 
with resp e ct to the e mp lo yment of J apa ne se -and will adv i s e you when 
a reply is received. 

4. e note your opinion t h a t a ny training programme f or Japanese g i r ls 
s hould be carried on outside B. C. The possibility of provi ding training 
grants f o r g i r ls in lines offering good employment prosp e cts and usin g 
trainin g fa ciliti es of the C . V.T. shoul d be con s i dered o 

5 . We hesi tat e to repeal enti r ely the lic en sing provisions with 
respect to the purchase or leasing o f real propertyo However , we are 
prepared to agree to the libe ra l policy in reference thereto--in other 
words, it wi ll be in order to advise th e J apan ese in the settlements 
and your pla~e ment · officers that licenc es for purchase or leasing of 
property will be freely granted upon application a nd wit hout d elay, by 
the . Department in any area e as t of Alberta. 

Insofar as the movement of Jap ane se i s conce r ned, we are prepared 
to relax the restrictions on movement to the e x tent that you are 
prepared to recommend. We take it fr o m your correspondence that for 
the present, y ou and your placement officers are of the opinion that 
further relaxation of travel controls is inad visabl e and unnecessary. 
If you have not do~e so recently; I should think you mi gh t review this 
further with your placement officers. 

Insofar as veterans of the last war or thi s war are concerned, it 
is agreed that travel restrictions on the move ment o f such persons 
and their wives should be removed and als o t hat they should be exe mp t 
from licensing in connection with the pu+chase of property. This 
latter will require an amendment to P.C. 946 . Su ch amendment and an 
instru ction from the Minister with respect to movement wi ll be 
pr e pared unless in acknowledging this letter, y ou see any objection 
thereto. 

6. With re g ard to th e, proposal . for increase in th e amount of the place­
ment allowance, we approve your r e commendation that rates f o r adults be 
i nc r ease d to $ 45 for a single person and , 120 for a man and wife but 
~ h a t t he rate for children 16 years of age or over and part of a family 
g roup b e $ 25 and the rates for children under 16 years o f age do not 
exceed 150 

/~f lh__ -i ":) "'l., 3 / A. MacNamara 0 



Ottawa, Mar ch 22, 1946. 

• R e: P ickers g ill' s letter o f March 19 attached 
Su gge st ed reply 

~
0 

• Sask o pl a cement officer sa l ary $ 2400-3000. e will ask 
Me g i~nal S . S . Office, Winnipeg, i f t hey h ave anyone they can recommend. 

ackinnon says one of the present western alt e rnat iv e servic e officer s 
would be suitable--have Ma ckinnon check in Winnipe g. Headquarters in 
S askatche wan for pla ce ment offic e r should probably b e Sa sk a toon--the 
U . I . Co may be able t o provide space at tha t pointo 

2 . R e Northern Ontar i o• we ag ree with your view to be prep a red 
to g ive assistance for housing by developin g arrangements with local 
companies o 

3. We have already wr itten the Pres idents of the Railway Companies 
of which you have received a copy - and will follow up. 

4. We note your present vi ews that any trainin g pro gramme :for 
g irl s should be ca rried on at points outsi de BoCo We believe there 
are possibilities in providing tra ining g r ant f or J a pan ese g irls in 
lines offerin g goo d e mp loyme nt prospects at p oint s out s i de B.C . wh ich 
could be developed b y Mr so Booth a nd yourself in co-opera t ion with 
Mis. E at on and Miss Graham of C .V.To This mi ght be training cou r se 
or " on the job" training. 

5. No ted the intent ion to follow ou r suggestion up . If we c an 
agree on a l iberal policy in the matter o f licenses on propert y 
purchase an d lease, we could probably wo rk up s ome ass istan c e f ro m 
t he local Japanese commit tee s. 

60 Increased a llo wan ces for relocationo You .· propose incr eases 
as foll o ws: 

Married coup le f ro m $ 60 to $120 
S i ngle person fr om i 35 to $ 45 
Childr en under 18 

years with parents 
fro m 12 to $ 25 

with a view to providing not onl y subsistence pen din g initial sa lary 
che ~ue but also to cover in part outl ays in c as e o f families for 
household furni shings, extra clothes--thi s to be paid when placedo 
If this wil l he lp get mov ement from BoC. it is worthwh ile, and we 
assume that is your opinion o Ve are sati s f ied to h a ve you do this 
subject t o the provision that in case of family grants the placement 
of f icers will take reasonable steps to sat is fy themselves that the 
grant is used for approved purposes . 

? • Re removal of restrictions 

We fa vour removal of 

(a} al l travel restrictions e a st of BoC. - t hat is all 
persons travelli ng in B.Co or entering B .C. re qui re 
permit but not outside B.C. unless your placement 
officers s how good r ea son to the contrary. 

(b) it may be awkward to ch a n g e our Order in Coun cil re 
property purchases so as to provide t hat a Japanese will 
still require a licence in B.C . an d Alt a. but wi ll not 

. do so elsewhere - would it serve the prese nt purpose by 
administrative instruction to say that li cences wi ll be 

' issued freely in any a r ea east of t h e Alta. boundary. 

What woul d be the effect of r epealing entirely the 
provisions requiring the issue of a licen c e? 



I 

• 
AI R MAIL 

A. MacNamara Esq., 
Deputy Minister, 
Dep a rtment of Labour, 
OTT AWA o 

COPY 

DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR 
Japanese Divi s ion 
36 0 Homer Street, 

VANCOUVER , B. C. 

19th Mar ch 1946 

Re: RELOCATION OF J APANESE 

I have received your memorandum of March 14th and would like 
to o ffer the followin g comments on the pro p osals submitted. 

l o We agree that it would be useful to h a ve a representative 
in Sa skatchewan to assist with r e location to that Province. l e are 
of the opinion that it would be preferable to have a Sa skatchewan 
man on this job wh o is familiar with the geography of the Province 
and the location of areas wher e we might e xpect to find employment 
for J a panese families. I am wondering if there mi ght be a g ood man 
in one of the Employment Offices, eith er a t Re g ina, Saskatoon or 
P rince Albert, whom we mi ght have assi g n ed to us on a· loan basis. 
ve s h ould think that the op portunitie s in the northern part of the 

Province, where there is a certain amount of lumberin g a nd lo gg in g 
activity as well as farming, would afford more opportunities for 
pla ce men t of Japanese f amilies than in the strai ght grain growing 
areaso For this reas on, we thought th at if there ha ppened to be a 
good man in . the Prince Albert Empl o yment Off ic e wh o could be assigned 
to us, that this would be logical. Such a man woul d be f amiliar wi t h 
most of the lumb er ing and lo gg in g f irms in northern Saskatch ewan 
and cou ld contact these firms with a vie w to thei r employing people 
of Japanese ori gin from B . Cw 

If we found 'there wa s consid erable op portunity for employ­
ment of J apan ese famili e s in that ar e a o f the P rovince, but housin g 
prov ed to be a serious limit i n g f a ctor, we mi ght then consider the 
establishment of a hostel some wh ere in the area to provi de temporary 
accommodat ion. 

If you agree wit h the ide a of t ry in g to loc~e a man from 
o ne o f the Employment Offic es , we mi ght h a ve r. Mackin~on investi gate 
this following his visit to Vancouver. 

2~ We beli eve that northe r n Ontario should o f fer plenty of 
scope for the est ablishment of a l a r g e numb e r of J a panese familiesa 
Just y esterday I was talk ing to Mro Er nst at \ innipe g on the 
telephone and he is providing us with particulars o f employment for 
several hundred men in woods operations throu ghout his a r e ao The 
maj ority of this employment is in the ar ea o f northern Ontario which 
comes under his 'jurisdic tion, name ly, from Fort William westo When 
we asked him about housin g accommodation for these people, he said 
that in the ma jority of cas e s there woul d not be accommodation for 
fami l ies and that this would present difficulty i~ this respect. 

We have n o ted your proposal conce r ning an extra relocation 
gran t to assis t i n the building of accommodation a nd/or to purchase 
h ous ehold furnishings~ We a re wondering if this sort of assistance 
would not have to be limited to arrangement s which we mi ght make with 
the companies to assist in providing accommodation for f amilie s 
wh ich were moved into cert ain special locations. We ~ re just a 
little afraad tha t if we st art to grant s uch ass istance to 
individuals, that it wou l d be d i ffi cu lt to say who is to receiv e 
such a ssistance and who is not, and wh ether s uch a ssist an c e would 
be limite d to people goin g into this p ar ticular occupa tion or will 
it be general? 
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• On the other hand, i f we can make a r rangement s wi th employers 
t o provide some assistance for housing, if these employers could 
g u a r ante e to employ a cert a in n u mber of people of J apane se ori g in 
with families, we might be able to make a good deal o f pro gress. 
Mr. Ernst did suggest in our telepho ne conver sation yesterday, th a t 
there was a camp near Schreiber whi ch coul d be readily rehabilitated 
to a ccommodate about fifty familie s . I aw wondering too if we will 
not have to be somewhat careful in providin g individual ass istance 
to J~ p anese families for housing when the wh ole question of housin g 
accommodation is so controversial just at t he present time. I am 
thinkin g ~articularly of the lack of housing accommodation for 
veterans 1 famil ie so Mr. Ernst referred to this as being ver y acute 
throu ghout most of h is area. 

3 o We referred in our memor~ndum of Saturday, Ma rch 16th, to 
the possibili t y of developin g employment opportunities with the 
r a ilway companies& In view of the fact that we will wan t to develop 
this employme nt outside of B . Co, I am wo n derin g if the first approach 
should not be to the Head Offic e s of t he railways and possibly the 
second approa ch to the we stern Head Offices at Wi nnip e g . If we 
were to approach the railwa y representatives here, they woul d only 
have in mind jobs available in the BdC. divisions. I a m hopeful 
th a t we mi ght be able to dev e lop throughout Canada a ce r t a in amount 
of relocation for this t y pe of employmento We had thou ght that it 
mi ght b e productive of better r e sults if so me one from Ott awa were 
to g o to Montr e al to interview the re presentatives of both rail ways, 
but if you would like this contact made from her e by letter, we cafr 
do so. We coul d find out from the railway officials here the names 
of the o f fici a ls that we should write to in Montreal a n d also 
Winnipeg,, 

4. We will co mment in more detail on thi s proposal after Mrsb 
Booth and I have had an opportunity to discuss t h is with Mrs . Eaton. 

Mrso Booth's first reaction is that the most difficult 
problem will be to persuade the girls to acc e pt the work, particularly 
where this is employment as domestics, rather th a n to develop 
opportunities for such employmento Mrso Booth is also of the opinio n 
th a t the majorit y of unmarried g i rls do not want to accept employment 
wher e this will mean sep a r ation from their parents. In th e majority 
of cases, with the exception of the non-signin g J a panese nationals 
in Ne w Denv er, the parents are Japanese natio na l s or n a tur a lized 
Canadian s who have signed for repatriation and wh o are subject to 
such deportation under P.C. ? 3 55 . Mrso Booth is doubtful that the 
organization of any kind of trainin g programme would brin g material 
resultso We h a ve had a numb er of illustrations to support this viewa 
A number of girls have received trainin g at o ffi ce work throu gh 
employment in our project offices a We have h ad little success in 
persuad ing many o f the s e to accept relocat able opportunities in 
similar employmento We have also tra ined a considerable number of 
girls as nurses' aides in our hospitals and have not been successful 
in persuading thes e g i r ls to accept ho sp it a l employment wh ich has 
become avai l able . In our sch ool system we have provi d e d courses 
in d o mestic scienc e a nd such courses have not resulted in g irls 
acceptin g opportunities for employment as domestics. We wi ll, 
ho wever, discuss this p ar ticul ar proposal in deta il wit h Mrs. Eaton 
and she may have other suggestionso 

We would sugg est ho we ver, 'th a t if any training programme 
were undertaken the location of such train ing project should not 
be in the sett l ement s but some where out s i de of B . C o If s uch courses 
were held in the settlements it would de l ay just that much lon ge r 
decisions to relocate. 

I 
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• . We think the sugges tion of usin g the Japanese Committees 

to ~ss1.s t relocation is a g oo d one, and will suee est to our 
regi~nal Offic~rs th a t they take more advanta g e of this possibility. 
~ e will also discuss this with Mr. a ckinn on when he is here and 
he in turn can dis cuss it with the o ffi ces as he tr a v e ls back and 
forth .. 

6. We do sugges t th at an increased placemen t allowance, 
particularly for family group s, is desir a ble, and would stimula te 
relocation. The presint r at es ar e as follows: 

$ 60.,00 for married couple 
35.00 for an individual 

' 20. 00 for children attached to families 
who are from 16 to 1 8 years o f a ge. 

12 . 00 for each child under si x teen. 

We would su ggest that .the a mount for a man and his wife be 
in crea sed to $120.00, ·that the singl e grant be incr ease d from 35. 00 
to : 45.00, and that a grant of $ 25.00 be made for each child und er 
eighteen reloc a ting as part of the family group~ This would enable 
the family to purchase necessary household furnishin s as indicated 
in propos al No. 2 of you r memorandum. 

?. ie are very much in favour of liberalising the res t ri cti on s 
o n p urchasin g and leasing propert y out side of B. C., just as much 
as you think this is possible. The more that we c a n tell these 
people that they are free to buy and rent prop~rty, the more lik ely 
we are to interest them in relocation . We do beli eve, however, 
unti l t he repatriation is completed, and until t~e ma jority of the 
relocation has also been completed, that our travel regulation s 
should be maintained as at p r esent. If we were to allow Canadian­
b?rn from Sa skatch ewan east to travel wit h out permits, we would 
have no idea how many mi ght be returnin g to B.C. The present 
regulations permit them freedom of t ravel for temporary periods 
wi t hin e a ch province wi thout permits. They are re q,uired to obtain 
permit s for permanent transfers within a province and temporary 
permits when crossing provinci a l boundary lines. We do not think 
t his causes par ticular irritation and we do feel there would be 
valu e in mainta in i ng these r egu l ati on s as they are now i n effect ~ 
It is t he restr ·i c.tions against purchasing and renting :rroperty 
wh ich cause so much compl a int and which are used so often as an 
excuse for not relocating. 

( Sgd.} T.B. P ICKERS GI LL , 
Commissioner. 
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CANADA 

D EPARTMENT OF 
JAPANESE DIVISION 

24 Adelaide Street East 
TORONTO 1 - Ontario 

Mr . A. H. Brown, 
pepartment of Labour, 
OTTAWA , Ontario. ,, 

Dear Mr. Brown: 

---.---
March 21, 1946. 

PLACEMENT ALLOWANCES 

Further to our telephone conversation 
today regarding the proposal to increase placement 
allowances for people coming East as an extra inducement 
for them to move from British Columbia, I have given the 
matter some thought and have also discussed it with 
Messrs. Trueman and Sneyd. 

My own belief is that the cash offered 
as placement allowance has comparatively little to do 
with the decision of any Japanese family .or individual 
to move East. Certa inly the more they receive the better 
pleased they are, but I do not believe it enters into 
their calculations when making up their minds. Foremost 
in their ideas, I think, is the possibility that they can 
re-establish their family lives on an independent basis, 
and may eventually get ba ck on their feet as f armers or 
in small businesses . 

I believe if it were made known that 
licences to buy or rent property for farming or business 
premis es were easy to get , this would provide a much 
bigger indudement than the extra money involved in bigger 
placement allowa nce s o Lack of these facilities has 
a l ways been put fo rward as one of the biggest barriers to 
Eas t ern ~ov ement . 

Mr. Trueman expre sses t he opinion tha t 
anyt hing which he l ps to improve the pi cture present ed to 
t he prospect ive r elocee i s a good thi ng, which, of c ourse, 
is true, but Mr . Sneyd concurs fu l l y with my view tha t 
the placement a l lowance is low in t he category of at t rac-
tions. 



From the point of view of necessity, 
I believe the present basis of allowance is satisfactory 
and sufficient to give a fammly a fair start. 

It is possible, of course, that views 
among the people in the Interior Towns have changed 
since I left there, but I believe that the prospect of 
future indep endence which they link very strongly with 
the ability to own property is one of the strongest 
inducements which could be offered. 

Easte 

DM:LG 
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1 I HSTBR OF AGRICULTURE 

LBRRT. 

Bon . nu Dhrey ·1tch 11 , 
'ini tor of Labou r,. 
OTT· ~A , Ont rio •· 

De r · r . •1tchell: 

dmonto n , ~l bo rte. 
ar c h 1 th , 1 946 . 

I. ve our co. un 1ca t i on of r ch 6th i n roply to y l ette r 
of Febru r 25t~ r que~ ti o th a t to t housand prioonoro - of- 1er be 
l oft in ~lbo rt at the Lethbr iage Into r nment Ca to hand le the 1948 
boot crop. I a l aa ed to l e rn that my requ e t i s to be g iv en 
sor1oua con id r atio b ou r s l f nd your coll oocuoo . 

In the l ~t pa r a r ph of your lo t te r I no t o your co ent s 1th 
reenact to the o o i bi lit o m. kin grater use of Japano e l abou r . 
In connection th t h i m t t r , Imig t _oint out that the ue et i on 
of · util1z1n th i t y o of l bour ho be n carefully conside re • In 
1 925 hen the u a beet i ndu t ry 1 s on t a blieb ed int. 10 rovi n ce , 
it a decided not to e tabl1eh th induatr o n ,he b is of Orienta l 
l abour . This decision a ar rived n t a r e su lt or our pr v1ous 
ex· rionco 1th the u tili z i on or Or i ent l l abour 1n con ectl on with 
tho or1 1na l be t uga r f c · o r y estab li shed in 1904 b · t h e Kn i ght 
Sugar Connany . 

It ls our und r ta~ lrg t t h n tho contrect 1th tho 
Do inion v rn. ont 1th r pct to tho pl ca ent of J p nose l bour 
expire I the lobo r ill bo r nov or etain d t the r quo e t of th e 
Prov nciol Oovernnent . t e the de ire of the sus r bee t g ro r 
and tile ov rn.en t th t t e or i (t nal plan· of uaint&ining th is 
i nd1a•ry bJ th u a of uropoan l bour be continue , nd i t i or 
this r on th t anx i ous to h v o th r1 on ra - or~nor r ot ine 
in orGer to~ r i t ~ - ju~t nt o r tb laoou r sup>ly to t fo r me r 
basi • It nticip tod tha t n l'J~7 t Ar o.ont ,1it tho B. c. 
Soou r1t Co ieeio 1 11 1 tarm.inut · ; en i i ll be noco a ry fo r u 
to re l · c th , J p ne with ore suitabl e labour . 

I t i true th t th J neoe l bour ba been e 
f ctory, t not ti f ctory a the l ,bour ·h oh 1 

r1or to th or . 

onabl y an ti .. 
avo. 11 bl 

lnving·r g rd tho ttitud Of the b t ,.. r o :oro to, r th 
conttnu nn of J'ap n l bour ,. I tru t that w 11 y be ble to 
arr no tor th ir repl o nt in du cour • 

Yo,ir very truly ,. 

( S in d) D, • C illon 
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MEMORANDUM 

Office of the Prime Minister 

Ottawa, ... .. Mar.ch .. .13.,- ... 19.46. • .. ... . 

Referred ·rrom the Prime 
Minister's Office to the Minister 
of Labour, without acknowl gment. 

(R. 
secretary. 
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New Denver, Bo C~ 
February 2?, 1946 

To The Office of the Prime Minister 
Parliament Buildings, OTTAfA, 

Canada 

Dear Sirs : 

Petition For Rehabilitation of 
Evacuated Canadian Japanese 

Jop rtmant of Labour, 
fl CElVEo , 

MAR T ;:i 

Allow us to pay our profound respects to The 

Office Of The Prime Mi nister, and with your leave, we submit 

.- -this petition requesting your perusal and consideration. 

We realize the enormity of problems arising 

out of transition from war- time measures to peace-time re­

habilitat ion and reconstruction of Canada's Nati onal living , 

and it is our sincere wish to co-operate in solving even a 

minor part , by this representation, exemplifying on the eco­

nomical and mental aspects of Japanese Canadians, evacuated 

from The Protected Area and presently residing in various 

Government Housing rejects, thus offering a basis for logical, 

humane and constructive solution of a difficult problem. 

It is true , the world is graduall y emerging 

from political and economic chaos , and, in spite of suffering 

and mi~ery still rempant throughout Europe and Asia , the effort 

being made toward peaceful and ordered living is apparento Ve 

also feel the urgent necessity of rehabilitation and recon­

struction of normal living, but we are regrettably faced with 

major social and financial difficultieso 

The former is the racial pre j udice and discri­

mination existing among the people which demand years of social 

education and read j ustment on both sides be fo re it could be · 

alleviated to any satisfaction. 
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The latter, the financ ial problem i s more i m­

med i ate and dras t i c, as re construct ion of normal living in­

volvee assurance of income hich warrants maintenan ce of 

general standard of living as Canadi an Citizens. 

Up t o the time of evacuat ion, we had our own 

means of earning our l i vi .r..g , however f rugal , and maint ained 

some show of respe ctability by no t depending on Gover nment 

assi stance . If our prewar records are checked, the percent ­

age of relief recipi ent s wi ll be very low comp ared to other 

resident s. 

e h ave a cc ep ted evacuation a s one of the 

exigencies of war and ves t ed in t he Cust odian, whatever pro­

p erty w~ coul d not carry . I n fact, in unquestioning obedience 

t o government order, we vested in the Governmen t all that we 

poss es sed , our houses , bo~ t s, to~ls, f ur ni ture, and a bove all 

our means of livalihood . 

Now the war is over , and again a s we wish to co­

operat e ith the Gover nment poli cy of Reloc a tion , we f ace t he 

problem of r egaini ng t he ne cessar y means of s tar t i ng our li.ves 

anew, t he place t o live in, t he furnishings, the t ool s to work 

with, the l ocat ion and l icens e to 'start business, and above 

all, the re spectability of an . independent free ci t izen. 

I t may be well fo r t hose who h ad the means) to 

r elocate vo l untarily. but f or t hose whose means were tied up 

in new ventur e or who se bu s inASS was bare l y sufficiant to 

support him and his f ami l y , or laborers of limited means the 

difficulty of st arting anew seems a l most insurmountable without 

some Government assist ance, however eager he may be to co-operate. 

I n presenting this pet i tion, our sol e purpose 

i s to clarify the causeD t hat are r etarding the program of 



relocation, and offer suggestions that might lead to possible 

solution . 

1. Guarantee of $300.00 minimum Rehabilitation Fund per 

aault and $50.00 for each dependents . 

2 . Assurance of Housing and employment , 

3. Assurance of Government action for granting business 

licence. 

4. Assurance by the Government the right to own land and 

real estate . 

5. Adequate maintenance and med ical care f or aged and 

unrelocatable persons . 

6 . Op t ion for long term rehabili t at·ion loan at l ow 

interest rate , for those who wi sh to renew an industrial 

or commercial venture. 

Pledging our fullest co-operation for any reason­

able Government policy, ie remain 

Yours respectfully , 

Pre~n~ty 

" 
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Nev, Denver , • c .. 

ebru,:i.ry 27, 1946 

To The Office of the inister of abor 
Parliament Buildings, OTTAWA, 

Dear Sirs: 

Canada 

Petition or Rehabilitation of 
Evacuated Canadian J apanese 

Department ot , 
RECEIV ED 

Secrefo ry to Mir•." r. 

Allow us to pay our ·prof ound respects to The 

Office of The 1 i nister of Labor , and with your leave , we sub­

mit this petition requesting your perusal and consideration. 

We realize the enormity of prob ems aris i ug 

out of t ransition from war-time measures to peace-t i me re­

habilitation and reconstruction of Canada's atlonal living , 

and it is our sincere wi sh to co-operate in so ving even a 

minor part, by this representation , exemplifying on the eco ­

nomical and mental .aspects of J apanese anadians , evacuated 

from The Protected Area and present ly residin i n var ious 

Government Ho using Pro j ects , thus offerin a basis for logical , 

humane and constructive solution of a diff icult problem , 

I t is true ; the world is gradually emerging 

from political and economi c chaos , and , in spite of suffering 

and misery st ill rem ant throughout Europe and Asi a , the effort 

being made toward peaceful and ordered livine is apparent o We 

also feel the urgent necessity of rehabi it a tion and recon­

struction of normal living, but we are ree;rettab y faced with 

major social and financial difficulties. 

The former is the racial pre j udice and discri ­

mination existing among the people which demand years of so cial 

education and readjustment on both sides before it could be 

alleviated to· any satisfactiont 
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• 
The latter , the financial problem is more i m­

mediate and drastic , as reconstruction of norma living i n­

volves assur nee of i ncome which 'arrants mai ntenance of 

general standard of ivi ng as Canadian Ci tizens . 

p t o the t i me of evacuation , we had our own 

means of earning our l i ving , however frugal , and mai nta i ned 

some show of respe ctabili ty by not depending on Government 

assistance . I f our re a~ records are che cked r the percent. 

age of relief rec i pients will be very low compared t o other 

residents. 

l e have accepted evacuation as one of the 

exi gencies of war and vested i n the Custodian , whatever pro­

p erty we cou:d not carry . I n fact , in unquestioning obedience 

to government order , we vested in the Government all tat we 

possessed , our hou ses , boats , tools , furniture , and above al 

our means·or livelihood . 

Now the war i s over 1 and again as wi wish to co­

operate with the Government policy of Relocation , we f ace the 

problem of rega i ni ng the neces sary means of starting our i ve s 

anew , the place t o live · n , the furn ishings , t he t ools to work 

with , the l oca t ion and 

all, the respectabi l it 

icense to start business , And above 

of an independent free citizen . 

It may be well for those who hPd the means , to 

re ocate vo untarily but for those hose means were tied up 

in new venture or IThose business was bare y sufficient to 

support him and his fam y, or aborers of imite . means the 

di fficulty of startin anew seems a most insurmountab e with­

out some Government assistance , however eager he may be to 

co-operate . 

In presenting t his petition , our so e purpose 
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is to c arify the causes thet are retarding the proeram of 

relocation, end offer suggestions that might lead to possib e 

solution. 

1. Guarantee of .300.00 minimum Rehabi itation Fund per 

adult and $50 . 00 for each de endents . 

2. ~ssuronce of ousing and employment . 

3 . ssurance of Government ·action for granting business 

licence . 

4 . ssurance by the Government the right to own land ano 

real estate . 

5. de~uate maintenance and medica care for aged and 

unrelocatab e persons. 

6. Option for ong term rehabilitation loan at ow interest 

rate, for those who wish to renew an industria or 

commerc al venture . 

Fled ing our fullest co- operation for any 

reasonable govc~ ~ent po icy , we remain 

Yours respectfu 1 , 
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