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GEORGE TANAKA
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
CO-OPEHATIVE COMUITTEY O JAPANRSE CAUaDIANS 1486 Rometown Drive  Port Credit, Ont.

67 Ktiverdale /venue,
Toronto &, Untarieo,
January 21, 1949,

Dear Claimant:

You are one of those elaimanis whio last vear retained
the Co-operative Uommittee on Japunese Canadians to present
your claim to the Japanese Canadian Property Claims Commission,
At that time voun stated that vou were not then in a financial
position to pay the one per cont retaining feo,

As indicated in the accompanyiny; letter, which has been
sent to 2ll claimants who paid the original one per cent
retainer, the funds turned out to be entirely lnadequate to
fully moet the total expenses involved in preparing and prescn-
tang some one thousand claima, Thercefore, we would now urge
that you reconsider iLhe pos=ibility of remitting at least
a portion of your retainer (pow two per cent of your total
claim) at this time., [t is evident that the fullest possible
co-operation of all claimants will be noccusary to ensure
that adceoguate finds are available for the lepal and valuation
work which most yot bo done doaring Lhe: final phacse of the
ol aston beearingey,

'ense ko uae of Lhe encloged ronittance form in
asending ony cheques or monsy orders to wa at the above address,

Yours truly,

MARGARET K, UOOS,
secrotary.
MB/ nf

chnel s,

-
v
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Family Life and Income:
How many persons in family group? ...... Agen . six Names,,.... etec,
How many personc are SMBAOIPRA T e L o :
What is the averaze total weekly take-home pay? SN N e
Do you'have dependents other than children? o ool
How are family decisions made? By parents? .,... By Children? i
or co-operative decisions? .....
Do you have cases of chronic illness? If so, what persons? ,....
nature of illness ,,...

census, Also, as much of the questionnaire is of a highly personal character, it
was felt that there would be great hesitancy to give out the information required,
This difficulty may be overcome to some extent, however, by very tactful wording
of the questions, :

It was agreed that an enlarged committeeshould be appointed to reconsider the whole
question, thoroughly. It was approved that an Issei group and a Nisei group should
study the proposed type of questionnaire and secure a wider field of opinion, The
following were appointed to act on the enlarged sub-Committee for the National
Survey: K. Hidaka (Chairman), T, Kameoka, I. Uchida, T, Umezuki, I, Kawajiri,
T. Tsuji, S. Shinobu, G, Tanaka, P. Yamada, N, Fujita, Meeting date was set for
Tuesday, February 1, 1949,

3. Future Projects - A report was given by (. Tanaka on vhe mecting of the sub-Committee
... on Future Projacts ‘held Sunday, January 9,. 1949, attended-by:
T. Umezuki, T. Kameoka, K. Tanalta, ‘G. Tanaka and N, Fujita (Messrs, T, Uchida,
K. Hidaka and P, Yamada were unable to be present),  The various items of the report
. were discussed: : : ”

a). Seeking Widening of the Terms of Reference on Tvacvation Claims - It was the
& - general
opinion of the committee that 'the idea of pressing for inclusion of the category
of "general indemnit+" claims' should be left in abeyance for the time being by
the JCCA because.of the discouraging opinion held by legal counsel on this type
of claim, "It was-4hought  advisable to check tlimough the JUCD Claims survey data
for Toronto and Ontarioc on filt in order to arrive at a more exact approximation
of the number of casec under "owner's forced sale" and "general indemnity" which
may be involved and to secure written statements from lawyers and others as to
. their considered opinion on these claims, Should it be cecided that the JCCA
“‘take up a request to the Government tu consider compznsation for losses on
"Owner's forced sale" only, and should the present representation being .made
by the Co-operative Committee and the Natiomal JCCA f2il to bring thé gﬂ'ﬁiﬁﬂ
vessels sold by the Fishing Vessels Disposal Committee within the terms of
reference, then, along with our continued efforts for acceptance of the Fishing
Vessel Claims, we might include representatisn for acceptance of claims coming
under the category of "owner's forced sale", |,

b). Appealing to Government should gwards for evacuation lnsses prove entirely inade-

: quate
This matter is pending results of the crucial hesrines just begun in Vancouver,

The Executive Secretary wis asked to gin through M:, Brewin and Mr, McMaster
some idea of the progress and results being obhained through the method of
hearings procedure which was adopted as the most nractical means by which each
case could be given individual attention,

Source: Mikkel National Museum, 2018-16-1-52-2-1 . e Y, - i P——
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¢). Continuing and extending the work of gaining re-admission of strandees to Canada ;
: from Japane
The National Office has handled over-70 strandee cases to date, Of these:

permission for re-admission has been obtained for 7 persons, -Ottawa's decision
is awaited on 30 cases, and 32 cases are in process of compilatiomn,

The Committee took cognizance of the advice received last Spring from the Deputy 5
Minister of Mines and Resources and certain members of Farliament to await the 1
revoking of the Wartime Restrictions against persons of Japanese ancestry in it
Canada on March 31, 1949, before making further representations for the re- r
admission of those categories of strandees at present not re-admissible. When ]
it is considered timely to take up this matter, submission to the Government g

on these applications for re-admission could merit consideration on the basis of
"compassionate grounds", In anticipation of such further representations, the
National Office has put through the following applications for a matter of record:

2 Nisei cases - Went to Japan on the Wartime Exchange Ship and under existing
; Order-in-Council have lost their Canadian citizenship.
1 Nisei case - Was forced to serve for a few months in the Japanese Armed
i forces and therefore ndt re-admissibke,-- +.....- =~ . ° °
L, Issei cases - Went to Japan under the Canadian Govérnment "repatriation
scheme" and lost their Canadian domicile or their Canadian
Citizenship status, if naturalized, under an existing Order-
in-Council, '

d). Seeking Fgqualization of Insurance Rates - Agreed that further efforts be-made to
. . , . . bring tagether Japanese Canadian®repre-
sentatives of Insurance Companies to discuss this question, A meeting can possi-

bly be arranged for some afternoon this month. : : "4

e). Securing Provineial Franchise for Japanese Canadinns in British Columbia- In ?icw
AL A " 'of the

convening of the B, C. Legislature on or about February 16, 1949, the committee
recommended that the National JCCA write imuediately to Premier Byron Johnston, E
Mr. Gordon Wismer (Attorney General), and Mr, Harold Winch (Leader of the Opposi-
tion) for the revoking of the franchise disability against Japanese Canadians in
British Columbia with copies to the B, C., Chapter JCCA, It was felt that indica-
tions are good for a favourable decision in this matter,

), Securing clarification on the issuing of Fishing Licensegs to Jananese Canadians in
" British Columbia -
The Executive Secretary has already written to the B. C, Chapter. JCCA requesting
them to sound out the intentions of formeér fishermen now residing in B, C, with
respect to their possible return to the fishing industry in B. C. after March 31,
1949,

Recommended that the Executive Secretary communicate with Mr. Buck Suzuki in
Vancouver seeking his opinion as to the advisability of writing to the Fishermen's
Union in B, C. to know the attitude of the B, C. fishermen to the return of Japanese
fishermen to the industry and, also, to know the general conditions of the

Fishing industry in B, C, at present. An executive of the former Japanese
Fishermen's Association might also be contacted,

g). Freedom of Travel and Resettlement in British Columbia after March 31, 1949 -

The National Office has been in correspondence with the B, C. JCGA and University
of British Columbia orpganizations on this subject, Copies of various B. C. Acts

containing discriminatory legislation against annnese‘Canﬁﬁians are on order ]
with the King's Printer, Goverrment of British Columbia, Tt was felt that the

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-52-2-2
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I point of freedom of ‘travel.in B, C, could be taken for granted as following. i
' : immediately upon the lifting of the wartime restrictions on March 31, 1949.

h). Supporting and contributing in sfforts for a Provincial and Federal iill of Rights -

The Executive Secretary has been active in civil liberties work and has been
working with representatives of other organizations on these matters.

i}, Supporting and contributing to the adoption of Fair Employment Practices Legislation=

Participation is continuing as further efforts are taken in this direction by
interested groups, -

j). Participating in Race Relations Projects - Both the Executive Secretary and Office
Secretary have been serving on the
Race Helations Institute Committee along with representatives from the following
organizations: The Fellowship of Reconciliation, Canadian Jewish Congress, Home
Service Association, Joint Labour Committee to Combat Racial Intolerance,
Canadian Association for Adult Education, Canadian Council of Christians and Jews,

The date of the Race Relations Institute has been set for Saturday, February 26,
to be held at the Central YMCA., The date was chosen to fit in with the observance
of Brotherhood Week, February 20 - 27th, to be sponsored by the Canadian Council
of Christians and Jews, ;

k). Conducting a National Survey - Work on this project delegated to a sub-Committee
g it AR E on JCC4 National Survey,

g 8 Supporting and expanding recreational, welfare and community services - ..
The committee considered that implementation of such prmj#ﬁts by pha National JCCA
~deminded a long-term view, the continuation of the organization as presently con-
stituted or similarly constituted, OSuch projects would be an imperative in the
event of an economic recession in this country, ;

Moved by G. Tanaka and T. Tsuji that the Heport on Future Projects of the National
JCOCA be adopted with the revisions, Carried,

WS s oA e - Lo ' L -

REPORTS FROM THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY:

1, Representation to the Govermnment on Property Losses Claims - It was reported to the
g _ : : meeting that on Thursday,
January 6, 1949, Mr, /ndrew Brewin received a sudden call from the Deputy Minister
of Justice in Ottawa that the Minister of Justice would see him on the matier of
property claims, :

It was recalled that ever since July, 1948, when a submission on the matter of ex-
cluded fishing vessel claims was made to Hon, J. L, Ilsley, the then Minister of
Justice, by counsel on behalf of the National JCCA and the Co-operative Commnittee,
and subsequently to the Hon. Louis S5t, Laurent, continucd efforts at representetion
to the Government on excluded property losses claime hag been made,

, 1t was reported that "on Friday, January 7, 1949, Mr. Andrew Brewin, legal counsel

f to the Co-operative Committee and the National JCCA, received a hearing from the
Hon, Stuart Garson, Minister of Justice, on several important matters pertaining to
the Japanese Canadian property losses claims.

On the question of claims on fishing vessels sold by the Fishing Vessels Disposal

Source: Mikkei Mational Museurn, 2018-16-1-52-2-3 sy
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Committce which are presently excluded under the Terms of Heference of the Commission,
the Justice Minister, while making no definite comnitments, intimated that some L ;
cungfderation mizght be made by the Government on cases where it can be proved that *x } j
the sale of fishing vessels by the Disposal Committee were made under circumstances . :
of duress or coercion against the owmer. : : Tttty

L

It was stated by Mr, Brewin that the Co-operative Committee and the National JCCA %
have record of cases where fishing vessels were sold by the Disposal Committee :
without the owners' consent and where subsequent to such snles requests were made by ﬁ
the Disposal Committee to the former owners to sign Bills of Sale. Z

The National JCCi and the Co-operative Committee will continue to press the Government
for a wider Terms of Reference to inelude fishing vessel claims, ;

e et T

Question on the practice of the Custodian charging commission on the sales of Japa-
fiose Canadiaon property was also brought to +he nttention of the Justice Minister.-

In the appeal to the Government by the Co-operative Committee for the sake of the '
claimants for financial assistance in the form of 2 grant to enable the Go—operativekf;
Committee to continue its important work on valuztions of-claimants! property and :
legal representation in Vancouver on behalf of claimantq,Jths.Miﬂistér'of Justice
informed Mr. Brewin that he could not recommend to the Goverrment the acceptance of
this request by the Co-operative Committec. ' .

Tt is now apparent that the Co-operative Committee must rely entirely on its

current appeal to claimants for a. further 1% payment on the amount of their claim

to make possible the -eontinuance of .the sommittee!s. important work.on behalf of a . L o4
claimants." . w1

+
bl

2, Co-operative Committee Claims Fund -~ The ixeeutive Secretary reported that the '
A Co-oper:tive Commitiec, with the full assistance

of the National JCCA office, has lately completed the big task of “compiling «and
mailing letters of appeal to some 1,000 or more claimants across Canada for payment
of a further 14 on the amount of their claim, :

In the letter of appeal to claimants, information was given on the past work accom=-
plished by counsel and others employed by the Co-operative Committee on behalf of
claimants and the reasons for a second finaneial appeal where, in the face of con-
tinuing important work necessary for scveral months, payment for these services could
not be made with the present Claims Fund entirely depleted,

The Co-operative Committee also submitted to elaimants an audited Claims Fund
financial statement for the period November g, 1947, to August 31, 1948, (Note -
see appended sheets at end of these reports) . at

It is anticipated that the Secretary for the Co-operative Committec will submit a 3 }
year-erd Claims Fund finanecial report to the next meeting of the Co-operative Committee,

It was noted by the Executive Secretary that the suggested plan to assess the claim- [
ants o further 1% payment had not been adopted at the time a report on this matter. ‘
was made to the Executive Committee at the last meeting held on October 22, 1948,

The meeting approved the suggestion that the National JCCL appeal to- claimants

through the New Canadian to support the Co-operative Committee current appeal for
2 second 1% payment, , . :

3, JCCA Financial Campaipgn - It was reported that the Manitoba JCCA last month became
the first Provincial Chapter to send in their fimancial
quota for the 1,8 - '49 budpet.

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-52-2-4
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CU=UPuRATIVE COLLITTLS ON JAPANGSLE CALNDLANS

.winutes

i v B

TIE Feb. Bth, 1949; 5:%0 p.m.

s uEI.I‘ltrDI'i GIALLI‘GIL

PRESMNT - Fowler, haeslam, Hichols, VYbata, Tanaga, & bDoos.
Regrets: Finlay <« Tucker.

FINANCIAL RIFORT - emittances To date now total $£13,277.91,
including the $3,000.00 from Alberta.

TOLLOW=Ur LETIWHRS = In view of the fact that remittances a
being received daily, it was moved - Nichols/Tanaka - tnat
letters be sent out as soon as remittances drop off. Carr

SETTLHWENT PROPOSAL - A lettsr fron lir. bicl.aster was then reaac
outlining #Qhﬁﬁﬁﬂll_ﬁnp Dtﬁbe basis proposal for sattluuugu of
all claims (other than U.V.les. anﬂ”'ﬁjﬁp;aﬁidﬁﬁ] Wit thHe
Government uounseI"Las prmsenteu 4 To him for consideration. IZ
the prineiple involved is accepted, and it is to be discussed
with Col. wunter, ir. lcliaster desires that iLr. srewin be present.
l.r. brewin pointed out thet if an adequate upward revision ol uie
suggzested percentages could be segurcu, a érnatcr agiregate i
re¢overy wnulﬂ likely be achieved by accepting a settlewent on
t“isﬂpaﬁ;&- It must, nowever, be recaﬁnlzed tnat the calegory
set=-up, of which we ayarcvea, provided for uﬂ& review ol cackh -
clain. Iowever, in eu informal discussion of the: ur0ﬁ051h¢o“

it would be possible to discover now the Commissioner's nind is
working, which would be an advantage, but having agreed to discucs

tue percentage.basis,. we would not then be in a position to
reject, tae principle.involved.

: It was finally agreed, after mucin discussion,
that wr. BSrewin soould go immediately to Vancouver, discuss and
eXplore. r'e vossipilities Of the proposed settlenent, endeavourlig

to nave the suggested percentages raised.

Announcement of any settlement, if one
should be reached,.regarding the categories listed, would be helad
until all elsiiis have been setiled.

- R

ADe QUi BldL - 7:30 p.n.

|
kSQ (W= WA TP =Y N E= Fa il l‘uh|n:~.:~.||r'r'!_l M T I B
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| MOVED by T, Sagara and seconded by T._Tauji;ihathaﬁipravinuslj moved by
Mr, Umeguki, we adopt the resolution submitted by the Executive

- Secretary at the last meeting that the Office Secretary's salary be
aedjusted to § 36,00 per week retroactive %o November and, if neces-
sary, that the financial position of the National JCCA be studied
and necessary steps taken should funds appear inadequate to cover
the salary increase.,

Question was ealled: 2 voted in favour of the motion, L voted against and
1 abstained. The other members present, G. Tanaka (Executive Secretary)
and N, Fujita (Office Secretary) refrained from voting on this question
because of their position as office staff, and K, Tanaka by circumstance
of his serving as acting Chairman,

' The Chairman rebuked a comment by one of the members implying that the
time of the Committee was being wasted by discussing this matter fully at
this time. It was ruled by the Chairman that this was a question of ma-
jor importance and warranted this kind of full discussion.

MOVED by R. Obata and seconded by T, Kameoka that we agree in principle
that the Office Secretary's salary be adjusted to the $ 36,00 a week
rate retroactive to lNovember, 1948, and that the sub-Committee should
study thé financlal state of the organization and if it is found
satisfactory, a recommendation should be made to the next meeting by
the sub-Committee for accepltance of the proposed- adjustment, .

One dissenting votc was recorded with the Ghairmﬁn,_Exﬁdutivéiﬁecretnry
.. “and Office Secretary not voting on this motion, also, A '
MOVED by K, Hidaka that the sub-Committee also go into personnel practive
in general of the National Office,

It was eaﬁceded that work in an office of an organization doing the nature
of work as that of the JCCA, cannot be ruled and regulated by a Commiftee
- but, thaf:discmetionary.powers should be given the Executive Secretary,

The inference of this motion was objected to, Mr, Hidaka agreed to with-
draw his motion,

Mr, Umezuki asked that he be relieved from serving on the sub-Committee to
study the Office Secretary's Salary., The request was granted and T, Sa-
gara volunteered to serve in his place, The sub-Committee now consists of
the following members: T, Tsuji, K. Hidaka, T, Sagara, T. Kameoka and G,
Tanaka (Chairman), :

VII. EXECUTIVE SECRETARY'S REFORT:

1. Co-operative Committee Meeting and Special Meeting of the National Fxeci-
» tive Committee on Claims =~

For the benefit of those members of the National Executive Committee who
were not present at the special meeting with Mr. Brewin at his residence
on Sunday,’February 6th, when discussion took place on the question of
Claims, the Executive Secretary reported, as follows:

The meeting was called at the request of Mr, Brewin in view of the fact
that he would be flying to Vancouver the following Tuesday, February 8th,
Source: Nikkel National Museum, 2018-16-1-52-4-1
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to confer with kr, Mckaster and Mr. Virtue in Vancouver on gquestions
pertaining to policy on .- nromosal of n.ttlenent on clains whieh may be
advanced to Clainnnts! Counsel by Government Counsel, Mr, Brewin had
expressed the opinion during the meeting with the Committee members that
discussion taking place at the meeting should be considered gtrictly con-
fidential since no definite decision with respect.io acceptance of any
proposal which might be made by Government Counsel is at present contempla-

- ted nor will such accentance ever be made by Claimants' Counsel without

ce Mikkel National

consulting with the National JCCA, the Co-operative Committee and the
Claimants themselves, However, Mr, Brewin desired to know whether the
Committee was in favour of the principle of an over-all settlement should
it _ever be brought to the attention of himself and Mr. McMaster by Govern-
ment Counsel, He stated that under this method of settlement, he was
fairly certain that every claimant would receive some compensation Q. i ELP{
his claim whereas, if the question is to be considered on an individual
claim basis, it would be fairly certain, in his opinion, that 25% of the {
Claimants would not receive anything from the Govermment, The conclusion
arrived at by the Commitiee with Mr, Brewin, although it in no wise indi-
cated a complete or eclear-cut decision on the part of the Committee members
to the deceptance of this prihciple‘of*gettlemﬁnt'ﬂithﬂut'reservationﬂ,

it was apparent that, in general, the basic principle appeared sound to

the members of the Committee, The Comnittee members wefe unanimous in
expressing great concern on the question of following the over-all settle-
ment principle as it might be possible that the Government would propose

a very low settlement offer and it was the feeling of the Committee that
this should be carefully considered by Counsel. .

It was ipdicated by Mr. Drewin to the Committee that the Commissioner's
pdsition.would certainly not bLe swayed by any expression by the Co~operative
Committee or the JCCA on behilf of elaimants in matters pertaining to

any settlement proposal which might be made in as much as lr, Brewin

was certain that the Commissioner would take the attitude that' it was

not a bargaining agent and any proposal made.and refused by claimants!'
Counsel would not in any way influence the Commission to revise any offer

made.  Only through the submission of strong evidence by Claimants!
Counsel could the Commission be affested in forming a decision on settle-

ment proposals,

The Executive Secretary reported that this question had been brought to

the attention of the Co-operative Committes by Mr. Brewin at a meeting

held earlier that day and.it was the opinion of the Co-operative Committee
that the principle of over-all settlement might be given consideration,
“r. Brewin assured both the members of the National Executive Committee

and the Co-operative Committee that any discussions which might take place
with the Commission and Government Counsel would not lead to any agreement
whatsoever until such proposals which mipht be brought to their attention
by the Government and the Commission are referred baek to the Committees
and Claimants,

The Executive Secretary stated th t he would bring to the attention of the
Executive Committee at thelr next meeting a report from Mr. Brewin upon

his return from Vancouver, .

B, C, Restrictions - The meeting was informed by the. Executive Secrctary
that the National Office has written to Premier Byron Johnson placing
before him the views of the organization appealing against the continuation
of undemocratic diseriminations and further appealed that they be revoked
this year. Also, that a summary of the restrictive enactments and regu-
lations existent against Japanese Canadians in British Columbia were sub-
mitted to the Premier,

Museum, 2018-16-1-52-4-2

T



G |

- 9 - r-:|

! A letter has also been written to Mr, Hhrold ﬂlnch Leader of the Oprosi-
| tion in the British Columbia Leglqlmture,on this natter along with the
| list of restrictions.

It was. also reported that the Executive Secretary was in close touch with
the Vancouver Civil Liberties Union through Prof., Hunter Lewis Past Chair-
man, and the University of British Columbia Branch of the organization.
From Mr., Hunter Lowis it was learned that these groups would very likely
submit resolutions as opposed to the continpation of restrietions to the
Provincial Government, Also,’ that he would advise that a resolution be
submitted to the Federal Goverrment opposing continuation of Federal
restrictions after March 31st, '

The Executive Secretary reported that he has planned on a course of action
which will make every effort to combat the continuation of the restrictive
measures in British Columbia during the term of the present Legislature,

Following the decision of the Committee at their last meeting, the Execu-
tive Secretary wrote to Mr, Buck Suzuki in Vancouver on the question of the
present policy of the United Fishermen's Union towards the return of
Japanese Canadian fishermen, and also as to whether it would be wise for
the JCCA to.contact the Fishermen's Union directly on the guestion of
Fishing Licenses and the return of Japanese Canadian fishermen.

S L &
R T R

A By

¥

Mr. Suzuki's rerly to this letter was reported in which he advised that
it wou d be unwisc to contact the Union directly. He also stated that he
was in clase touch with executive members of the Union and discuasian has
been made on the question of having Mr, Sakamoto, former President-of t
Steveston #1 Fishermen's Association, and himself to confer with with
Unlcn foiclala prior to the Union's Convention in March el

E
Ba 4

Lot

Kr., Suzuki prrﬁﬂﬂﬁd n desire for tho Notional Iﬂcﬁ tp contact the kinister
of Fishorios in Ottnwa on the question of the future policy of the Gov-
ermment to issuanete' of fishing licenses to Japanese Canadians aftor

March 31,

i N T W

.

With respect-to this last suggestion from Mr, Suzuki, the meeting was of
".the ‘opinion timt care should be taken in contacting .the Fisheries Minister
without first having written to some member of Parliament who might pro-
vide information which would perhaps indicate the future policy of the
Government on the question of issuing of fishing licenses to Japanese
el Canadians, :

e R

Bt e b e

With respect to the case of Mr, K. Arai of Grand Forks, B, C., who had

received a Scaler's License and shortly afterwards was raquested by the

District Forestry officer at Nelson, B. C., to return this license as it
was evident that he did not qualify for such a license on the basis that
his name was not on the Provincial Voter's list, the Executive Secretary
reported on a letter which he has received from the B. C. JCCA and also {
on his findings with respect to this question, )

-

His investigations indicate that no such qualification is stated in the
B, C. Forest Act with respect to registration on the Provincial Voters'
list., The only qualification for a Scaler's Licence was that such arpli-
cant shotild be a British subject., He reported writing to the Minister
of Lands and Forests, Z. T. Kenny, pointing out this fact and informing
him of the arbitrary zction of the Regional Forestry officer.

Source-pikkeiMational WMusewm2018-16-1-52-4-3 - — —
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Prirnlleling this finding, the Cecretary of the 5, T, JCCA informed the
National Office that they had received a2 letter from the Chief Engineer,
B, C, Forestry Deportment, Vietoria, B, C., which admits of an oversight
on the part of the District Iorcatr" folcer with regpcct to non-granting
of Scaler's permit. T e

3, Canadian Brotherhood Week.and Race Relations Institute - The meeting wns
informed by the

Txecutive Secretary t1 t Mo and the-Office Ceérsetary, MNorah Mujita, have
been taking active part 25 representatives of the National JCCA in co-
operation with the Fellowship of leconciliation, -Joint-Labour Committee to
Combat Racial Intolerance, and the Canadian Jewish Congress in organizing
n Race Relations Institute to be held on February 26th -and 27th in Toronto.
[t was stated that the purpose of this Institute is ta promote a study of
racial and inter-cultural problems in Canada with special emphasis on
techniques and materials useful in overcoming prejudice and discrimination.
Members of various organizations in Toronto in the fields of Education,
Welfare, Religion and Labour are being invited “to participate in this
T J Bt s I ;

L - L}

B

It was further reported tit this institute was beﬂng,held in canjunctlon
with Canadian, Brotherhond Jeek, February 20 - 27, sponsored by the Canadian
Council of. Christians and Jaws,

L, Mecting of Insurance aijrents = A meeting with the  followinpg Insurance agents,
Mr, 3, Shinobu, Mr. Mickey Sato, Mr. Bill

“‘Takeda, was.held in. uJ lational Ofice on Monday, February 7th, on tie
question of higher premiuns -being paid for policies taken out by Japanese
Canadians, .. It Wﬁm reported - the consensus of thése Insurance men was*that
any efforts. to.seck to.redues -the premium on such policies which are higher
_than 5§?g§ﬁ i ratcs enjoyed by -other:Canadiang coild not be effective
withou ntial . facts .an:mertakity rates of Japanese Canadians in Canada..
It was acknqwledged .ky.these-azents-that the same desirable information
was very ditficult to obtain since -Japanese Canadians have not been
settled in .Janada for .any -gre-t length of “time, Hmwavar, it was admitted
by those present. .that no abttempt had been made by them to obtain such
information... It was also .pointed out that it has long been the work of
these agents o make evory posaible eflort to reduce such premiums,

At the present time only the professional ceatepory enjoy standard rates,

o ohow o B E 4
= "

The Executive Secretary. wis informed by the Insurance agents that they
were not in a pcu1tL1n to provide information to the national organization
with respect to the various categories where premium payments are re-
quired over standard rates on Insurance since-such: informatisn is con-
sidered confidentinl, but they assured the Secretary that the Head Offices
of the various. Insurance Companies would give this information to the
organization upon request.

The Zxecubive.Secretary stated that he would write to the various companies
for this information and seek information from all possible sources on
Japrnese Canadian mortality rztes and also seck the assistance of the

JLCL for .gbtaining mortality rates for Japanesc Americans i# such infor-
mation is available,

The lxecutive .Secretary rcported that he has assured the Insurance apents
that no action would be taken by the national organization on this question
without first consulting and/or informing them, It was brought to his
attention by these men that publicity in the New Canadian on this matter

ource: MNikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-52-4-4
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V g3 PeLs ,
(3) Nothing contained herein shall be construed as allowing & taxpa ]y

to deduct an amount in respect of taxes imposed under a statute or bylaw
which is not restricted to the taxatmn of permna ‘engaged in mining or

logging operations.

SOR,/49-23 L

Continuation of Transitional Measures Act—Revocation of Certain
Drdera in Council re the Japanm

PC. 5638 W_f""(‘"”‘—)

AT THE GOVERNMENT HOUSE AT OTTAWA
Trunsoa, the 27th day of January, 1949.
; : el At i sl .
His EXCELLENCY' THE Govmunﬂpnﬁmm i:H: Co;itmn. e

His Excellency the Governor Gene.ral in ¢ r.;lI ’ﬂnd and by virtue of
the power conferred by Section 4 of The Cor nua.tlm;l.ruf Transitional
Meaaures Act, 1947, is_pleased to revoke and doth hereby revoke, effective

: ebruary, 1949, the fullow:ng Orders in Couneil
made under s.uthorlty of the War Measures Act and continued in force hy
the said The Continuation of Tra.:n.sﬂ-mnal Measure& Act,1 194?

Orders in Date of “0% : 9N
Couneil Orders vibdrariine Sub;.lect Matter
P.C. 1665  March 4, 1942 Adnunlatrahm by Custodian of prop-

erty of persons of the Japanese race,

as amended by Orders in Council

P.C. 2483 of 27th March 1942,

P.C. 2541 of 30th March 1942,
T P.C. 3213 of 21st April 1942, n.mi e
e PO 948 of Bth Fehrliary“im b

P.C. 469 January 19,1943  Transfer to Custodian of property of
Iﬂp&neﬂa evacuees,

in;& ?mended by Order in Council P.C. 271 of 23rd January

P.C. 7355 ' December 15, 1945  Financial assistance to voluntary
repatriates to Japan and for liquida-
tion and transfer of their assets to

anan,
as amended by Drdar in h ncil PQ 2&8 of 23111 .[anuanf
: (e

""-
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CANADA

DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF SUPERVISOR

Deputly Minister,
Depariment of Fisheries,
Ottawa, Ontario,

With reference to the Dopartmentfs letter of
Februery 2nd, attached hereto is a statement
showing the mumber of licences issued to
Canadian citiszens of Japanese origin for the
Years 1943 to 1952, and a comparative statement
showing the rumber of Salmon Fishing Licences
issued to Whiltes, Indians and Canadisn citizens
of Japanese origin for 1952,

f--" . ; #
{ i’ > I,_.y" i =
fk‘_‘_h A | _.:’-L_..-j____,.-r"n--o-\_,.,-ﬂ.---.__‘.L-"'\--‘{_-

L’
A, J. Whitmore,
CHIEF SUPERVISOR OF FISHERIES

Enco,

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-52-6-1
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Statenent Showing Number of Licences Issued
to _Canadien Citizens of Japanese Origin

No, of Licencees

lo, of Licences Jssued

Selmon Trolling
Selmon Gillnet

Cod

Greyfish
Miscellaneous

Asst, Salmon Gillnet
Smelt

Crab

omall Dragger
Abalone

Capt, Hallibut or Bl., Cod
Captain Tuns

Herring Purse Seins

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-52-6-2
i Nikkeimuseum.org

119

o
O

0L

= M
Il [ e I l-l“-‘--lBWG

191

o menBBRRRY

&

1951
634

o Wh
B lioBrroaloRn By

107

=



Comparative Statement

White, Indian and Canadisn Citizens of
Japanese Ordgin in Salmon Fishing

B G O W ma R WA T MM s SeD Gad R Pew S e e

19852
tez Indiang Japansae
Purse-~seine 413 50 ) -
Capt. Purse- _
geine 257 138 -
Asst. Purse-
geins 1705 - -
Gillnst 3738 1130 724
Trolling wA-7Al 27 60 -
11,054_- 1590 T84
. White fishermen 11,023
Indian " l,ﬂ?ﬂ
Japanese " 784
13,397

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-52-6-3
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bﬁaf pbell, Brazier, Hisher & McMaster

Barristers and Solicitors

TELEPHONE PACIFIC 81684

A, T. R. CAMPBELL A. W. FISHER
C. W. BRAZIER R. J. MCMASTER
ROYAL BANK BUILDING
875 WEST HASTINGS STREET
A, J. F. JOHNSOM A, E COBUS
VANCOUVER. B.C.
DUR FILE NO.
February 15th, 1949.
t,;'_-‘ﬂ A
N e
fndrew Brewin, Esq., | L i~ 1079
Barrister & Solicitor, : EELs b U R
Sterling Tower, sl AR LAY
Toronto 1, Ontario. e TanEWIN
PRl
Dear Andy:

Re: Japanese Property Claims Ccmmissicn

We had our session with Judge Bird yesterday with a
view to presenting informal argument ihiich I set forth
as well as I was able With oécasicnal conlributions
from Mr. Virtue. It was very difficult to tell what
impression we made on him, His only comment which I
recall that gave any indication of his thinking was
with respect to City properties where he indicated
that he was surprised that the Crown's offer was as
high as it was. In connection with City properties,
Tiowever, he did note that we were only 5% apart and
asked Hunter to ascertain for him through Shears the
costs in addition to the 5% comnission which was
charged to the claimants with respect to those sales.
Frankly, T do 1ot recall aiy SUCH costs being cnarged
to the claimants. He did indicate that hetdought the
cocrmissions ocught not to have heen charged against the
claimants which sounded as if he was trying to find
sone excuse to arrive at some settlement on those prop-
erties. I am afraid that we are going to be pressed
fairly hard To reduce our offer in this respect.

Mr, Hunter apparently had done little in the way
of preparatiocn of his argument and whereas we gave
the Judge page references in the transcript to support
ours, his general attitude was "VWe did the thing prop-
erly and therefore we must have got the fair market

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-52-7-1
A I EEN i




Source: Nikkei MNational Museurn, 2018- 161 52'?2

Mr. Brewin: February 15th, 1949.
L

value"., He tried to avoid the issue with rLEULd to tlie
automobiles by affﬁglng that the apprassér rust Have been

appralsing dealers' prices instead of fair market value.

Hunter has handed us his alleged study orn Maple Ridge
which, even using rls,_g_sual Statistical Fetﬂﬂdﬁ nro-
duces a result siiowing V.L.A. sales to be 7L,20% “Lelow
rarket prices. He is proceeding to have his henchimen
obtain duLﬂ on the other municipalities and we have ar-
ranged that Tony, Alex and myself will assist in the work
in collecting the data.

The ﬂpproach which he has made toc the selection of
private sales is that he has excluded all private sales
which werg more than 150% abcve assessment and as he
describes¥any private sales which are "nore than 150%
below assessment”., How you can be 150% below assessment
we have not been able to figure out although in the
S¢hedule att vached to his study hgmhds s all private sales
Above 50ﬂ ol naaessnent. When you take gll the szles
that he has for the period January lst to June 30th, they
total 65, B this arbitrary method of elimination he exX=—
cludes 13 of them or roughly one—;yigg. On the figures he
fas produced including the ones he has excluded half of
the sales lle above 130, taking assessment at 160 ard *he
other half lie below, Us*ng that as a mhasurlrg rod a
dealing with the cases he has selected, 32 of them lie
below 13C and cnly 20 lie above. Tcny has uorned on the
study and we expect to consult Dr. Drummond with regard
to it. Then we will have to have it out with John because
we cannot agree that it is in accordance with proper
statistical methods.” If he is going to use the same
basis of selection in the other municipalities then we

very much doubt despite all the work involved w“et“Er it
will be possible for us to get together. He has limite
the D.V,L.A, cases that he deals with to cases with res-
pect to which there are claims., If you take all ol the
cases with “‘apect to which there are claims then the re-
*qtionghlp of V.L.A. prices to assessment is orl3 ‘out
50%. However, he has ex c‘¢ded from his study D.V.L.A.
prices which 2211 "below 1509 of assessment™ and thus
arrives at a relationship between V,L,A, prices and as-
sessment of 72 to 100. If he is going to do this kind
of juggling with his facts, it is going to make it diffi-
cult to get together. However, I think we may be able to

Lgendity VV
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Barristers and Solicitors
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Andrew Brewin, Esq., K.C.,
Barrister & Solicitor,
Sterling Tower,

Toronto 1, Ontario.

Dear Andy:

Re: Japanese Property Claims Commission.

This task is proceeding very slowly. The
job of obtaining the necessary data in each of the mun-
icipalities is an arduous one and after the data is ob-
tained it is quite a job to break it down into material
which can be analyzed.

I have not had many discussions with Hunter
in the last few weeks but from those which I have had I
anticipate that we may have some difficulty getting to-
gether with him on the results of the study. It is our
understanding that the study only has validity in terms
of an over-all picture and is not valid if it is broken
into small groupings of properties which may or may not
be representative of the whole. He apparently cannot
bring himself to believe that it is possible that the
Soldier Settlement Board might be from 90 to 100 per cent
out and is trying to break down the figures in such a way
so as to bring this percentage down. =

From our study of the material so far, it
appears that in most of the municipalities the average
Japanese property, both as to lands and buildings were
assessed at a higher value than the properties which were
sold at private sale. Accordingly, despite the evidence
that the Japanese buildings were on the whole less attract-
ive or inferior,we are not prepared to concede too much

of an adjustment in this respect.

The problem we are struggling with now is

w2018 18 152 8 1



Mr. Brewin: March 7th, 1949.
-0

Re: Japanese Property Claims
Commission.

how much adjustment on the over-all picture of private
sales requires to te made by reason of the fact that

in the private sales the largest number of sales took
place with respect to small acreages and better prices
were obtained on small acreages. On the other hand,

the larger number of Japanese properties are larger
acreages which at private sale appear to bring smaller
prices. In most municipalities judging from the census
figures, I think we can establish that the private sales
which did take place represented a cross section of the
farm lands according to size, that is to say, there are
more small holdings, say from one to ten acres in each
municipality tham there are large holdings, say from ten
to fifty acres.

At present, I think probably it will be wiser
for us to arrive at our own conclusions as to what would
be a fair settlement having regard to the statistical mat-
erial and let Hunter arrive at his own without too much
discussion of the means of arriving thereat and then when
we _appear before the Judge set. forth our reasons for ar-
riving at our figure and attack whatever reasoning Hunter
puts forth for arriving at his. e

| I have had a couple of sessions with George
’ Tanaka and am somewhat concerned over the fact that he
seems to feel that it will be necessary to seek some kind
of approval from the claimants for any settlement. I take
it from him that he doesn't think that the J.C.C.A, or any
other Japahese organization are prepared to stick their
necks out in this respect without such approval. I under-
stand that he is going to meet with each of the executives
of the J.C.C.A. in the Provinces on his way back. 1 have
given him a statement which does not indicate that we are
presently negotiating a settlement but which indicates that
some proposal of settlement may be forthcoming and outiin-
ing the strength and weaknesses of our evidence and the
ma%iﬁum amount which in my opinion we can hope to obtain
in the event that we go through with the hearings to the
bitter end and recommending that if an offer of settlement

il Nikkeimuseum.org
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Mr. Brewin: March 7th, 1949.

-3 =

Re: Japanese Property Claims
Commission.

can be obtained which is close to these figures that it
should be accepted. The proposal is that George will
discuss this confidentially with the local executives

and will set up the machinery in each Province with three
or four key persons so that upon being advised by the Nat-
| ional Office of the terms of an actual offer of settlement
or proposal for settlement, they can meet with groups of
claimants in each Province as rapidly as possible and
discuss it with them. I would very much like to receive
your views on this matter before George starts back East.

With respect to the matter of the method of
distribution between the claimants if an offer of settle-
] ment is made, I received an intimation through Hunter last
week that Mr. Justice Bird would like to talk to me about
this and accordingly called upon him. He is prepared to
go _quite a long way in accepting full responsibility for
the manner of distribution. He is prepared to listen to
any suggestions that we have to make as to the manner of
distribution which would lead to greater eguity but is
anxious that any such proposal should not be too refined.
For instance, I take it that the sort of thing that he
has in-mind is that we might indicate to him general ev-
idence as to the differences in land value in 1943 in
different parts of a municipality. Then there might be
added to these land values the present day value of the
buildings as shown on the S.S.B. report in order to es-
tablish the relationship between the various claimants!
properties. He seems to prefer this method to the one
which we discussed of having all the properties appraised
Dy OUr Goprataers e ) L

I have been so busy with other aspects of
the case that I have not given the matter too much further
thought. I would only comment that we have run into fur-
ther snags in having additional appraisals made in the
country now that the snow is gone by reason of the ter-
rible condition of the roads which makes it practically
impossible for the appraiser to get about once he gets
off the main highways. In terms of City properties, I
think Bird's idea would be to classify them by districts
in the City and possibly to make some distinction between
housing accommodation and business accommodation. I am

4]
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Mr. Brewin: March 7th, 1949.

] -

Re: Japanese Property Claims
Commission.

not at all sure but what this might work out just as eq-
uitably as the proposal of having all the properties
appraised and applying an arbitrary formula to the
appraisals as we discussed.

I have not yet discussed this matter with

Virtue.
Yours truly,
CAMPBELL BRAZIER FISHER & McMASTER,
7
Per: F{?;/éﬂ
= i
McM: MM

Source Bildaesi Mational bpsegm 2018 16152 5.4
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C ON PP I DE N T I A L Oeorge Tanaka, Executive Secretary,
S National Joapancse Canedian Citizeps'
’\JEGRGE TA NAKA = 5nae i"lilﬂﬂ,
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT Vancouver, B.C., March l4, 1949,
1486 Romelown Drive  Port Credit, Ont.
Co-opara Commit ounsel have indicated to this writer tha Tollowing

Btated resscns why 1t ie desirable for discusaion to take place st this time with
JCCA Provincial Chapter Executive Committous on the sub‘ect of cleims; on further,
on mutters pertaining to the subjsct of clairs rs rresen*el in de*sl! form herein:

1) Thore is every likelihood claims proceedings will not terminate before the end
of 1949, ;

2) There is some indication that the Oovernment might be willing to consider an
ovur-all solution.

3) It is apparont that the Commissioner is lmpatient (fed-up) with the matter of
claims.

4. MNow that both Crown counsel and Co-operative Committee counsel have submitted
their general evidence, emd with the knowledge what evidence we ars going to be

able to call with reapect to individual case68, and from intirntisna fTem the Com-

missioner's reactions, a fairly good idea of what may be expactad in tne way of

componsation fromem over-all peint of view when tho wholo mutter of claims is over,

heo been gained,

e e —

Some Advice and Opiniops as Expressed by Co-operative Committee Counsel with Res-
rect to the Luestion of Acceptance of an Over-all Sottleront by Claimants,

Some analysis of "types of property' which are the subject cf clains,

TYFE OF FROF.RTY

1} .City Property (Vancouver)--

Counsel considers rocovery is going to bs rolatively small in relation to
claims for the following stated reasons:

{1) The Commissioner's interpretation of the Terms of Reference -- That the
Tair market value must be the valus in the condition in which the property
WBS at time of sale,

This meanps:

(a) in the state of repair in which it waa, and

(b) subject to existing tenancies,
In 194D - 44 - 45, whon most of these properties woere sold, a sala, aubjuct
t0 valsting tunancies, made & differonce of #5900 to [1,000 in the sale
prica. ( A tunancy lowered the selling price valuas, )

(i1) The Couiesioner is obviously improssed by the fact that tho Custodian:

{a) had the property appraised by competent apnraisors,

(&) offered them by public tender (as distinct from DVLA transaetiens),

(¢} had the sales approved by & committee of respectable citizons, one
of whem was a brother judge.

(1ii) The Co-operative Committec's own Bppraisals do not indicate an increoase of
more than 1%% of the Custedian's salus price on the over-all, and it {8 not

1ikuly that tho Commissioner will mve tho T apprajsal,
geoordingly counsel considers that tho most that ¢cap bo heped to ~cocover
ou city property le 10% to 195, e

2] Qther Roal Proporty Excluding DVLA Property.

Commants applicable to city property in large measurs apply to these properties
With ths execcption, that, with Bomo of the outlying arcas, competunt appraisscs
Were net aveileblo to the Custodian,

This fuctor might rysult in e rocovery of up to 5% more then on city property.

The Co-opurative Committes have not to date hed any appraisals made in outlying

Source; Nilkel National Museurn, 2018-16-1-52.9-1
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(2)

areas. The cost of having such appraisals mado would greatly reduco ths re-
covery and perhaps in Some ceses, excood the benofit,

3} D.V.L.A. Property.

opgont coss thnt - ative e is on property
Bold to UVIA. Counscls' goperal evidence hes buen falrly strong consis 2
(a) statistical studics based on 1541 egricultural census ; statistical stu-
* dil}ﬂ Df thﬂ rl}l cnghip b Wi W ¥ shata
perty and nsmops - H 5 F ] i
university, w ple of the proporties and the apprais-

8ls which have beon done to dato.

Zarlier in the procecedings, both the Commissioner and Crown Counsel wers thinke
ing in terms of a 25% over-s ncrease for this type of case.

Counsel feoels eatisfied now that the Commissioner is thinking in terms of a
figure of at least 704 by reasson of the evidence submitted by Co-operative Com-
mittoe counsel and it i8 believed by Counsel that therc is & fair chance of re-
covering 'PHEE to BO% over-all with the possibility of specinl consideration for
grosnhouses, spocialized poultry farms and a fow other specializod propartics.

Farticularly with rogard to DVLA this muset be locked on es an ovor-all pleture
because Co-pperative Committee appraisal roports indicete that somo proporties
would fall below and somo sbove this general averago depending upon their loca-
ticn. And undoubtedly Counsvl will bo facad with the fmect that in many jnstances
tenente placed on proportiocs did not care for th
reduce tho voluc us at the deto of sale in June, 1943,

-

4) Motor Cars.

The Custodian obtained appraisals on cars sold by public suction and most of the

cars were oold at the semo time in tho samo manner. fAccordingly, any recoyery

théet is made on the o - basis.
Counssl have boen able to obtain a good deal of informeticnebout sales of cars

by dealers.

These cars wero all reconditioned before ssle.

evidence thot the Crown has submitted is at the tims of sale in the summer
of 1942 (beforc price cellings were introduced) when the car merket woEs vary

elaw,

aan'
alderably,

Counscl have checked this evidence in a numbor of capos end cannot find any
evidence to the contrary.

From the evidence which Counsel have from private sales cases, Counsel believes
that the amount of over-all recovery which it is hoped %o gain would be about
25k of the Custodian's selling price on cars,

The situation with regard to trucks is somewhat different ss the recorda of pri-
vate sales ere not as readily available. This study is s:ill under considers-—
tion. le are certain it will not produce any higher percentage than on cars.

5) Tish Nets,

Eince proper ownership ldentity of fishing nets was not maintoined by the Cus-
todian, it is very difficult to identify some claimants' nets with resmact to
their sales.

| Counesl has had opinion of aTma dly to Japanese
Canndiana wnd of severul exrerienced Jaraneas Ca ] find
that the methed of nppraisul employed by the Custodinn's appraieer is reaoonmbly
fair,

It ie extremsly Aifficult to apply this method of appraisal te individual cases
op the besie of the informetion prosided, but from o fair sample of thoese, 15
bppears the recovery might be from 2% to 250 of the Custodian's ssles price.

Counsel hus no further evidence to put in on nets and will propose to the Com-
missioner that insofer a8 possible, the appraisal used by the Custodian's ap-

Source: MNikkei National Museurn, 2
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(3)
praiser and approved by Co-operative Committes experts on nets be mpplied,

There will be & fair number of cases in which it will be difficult to apply the
formula referred to due to incomplete information on nets mnd their confused
identity (mix-up of neta).

6) Fishing Boats.

Counsel have been unable to cbtain any expert who will expreas any opinion of
the valua of claimants' boata from the descriptions given by the claimants,

From the general evidence which has alresdy been subtmitted, Counsel believas Lt
may be posesible to recover from 20% to 25% based on the Guntudian g sales price,
It mey be possibla, however, to persuads the Commissioner to recommend to the

Government that some compensation be given for deterioration of the boats while
n the hands of the Navy.

As thie propesal is outside the Terms of Reference, Counsel advises that this
should not be counted upon, and as the Fishing Vessels Disposal Committes ex-

pended some funds on these fishing boats, the amount the Commissioner might
recommend pompensati a relatively small

7] Chnttels.

Ap anticipated,-Counsel finde thet chattel claims have been the most difficult
probvlem to denl witi.

Much of this type of property was abused by tenants or demsged while in storage
80 that by the time of their esle their condition had deteriorated considerably
from the state in which they were left by claimants.

In most cases the claimanta wers unabla to give seriaml numbers or edequate des-
eriptiopna of echattelr sufficient for an appraiser to express a firm opinion as
to their velue at the time of sale.

The Commisolonsr seems to be impressed that the sales were properly conducted

snd Counsel hnave be:n unable to cblaln expert opinion to DAINLAIN that the 8el-
E_EE of nll ol a person's property by eucticon i8 not & proper means of selling
chattels.

The most Claimants' Counsel believes can be hoped to recover on shattels is from
15% to 20% of the Custodian's sale price, and dus to the w-ukna:a of Counsel's
ovidence 1t may not be possible to recover even this amnunt

The only possible way that the Commissioner will be able tc deal with lost or
6tolen goods, except in a few individual cases, will be by taking a percentage
of eloims recovercd on goods actually sold as the basis on which to estimate

the value of lost or stolen goods, plus any smal) increase that he may be able

to give.
Having regard to the difficulties experienced by Counsel for claimants in obtaining
adequate proof for cleims, and having regard to the expense involved if the Commis—

Blon were to contlnue for ancthor 9 months to & year, Af the Commissioner were Frn-
pored to make recownondatione on an over-all basis of settlement, close to the fig-
ures ou T 0 JOe Bl JUE Lt [ ] ACiv'dunl -la ms where 1t 18 -

tical to do so, Cownsel is of the opinicn that it would be in tho ‘m_ﬂmﬁﬁl%_af

the claimants to sproec te this dispositipn of The Fatiac. e

4f ths Commission is brought through to the bitter end, there is every chapse that
] : 3 pnd the inatico which will he Aopna in any evont wWill be

H}BE Juatica.

Source: Mikkel National Museumn __20’18 16-1-52-9-3
Wnlkkemuaeum arg
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11:. R. J. lMcMaster,
¢/ 0 lMessrs, ﬂmﬁball Brazier,Fisher & Hclaster,
.Barristers,
075 West LahLlnﬁs Qtfﬂ&b
Vancouver, B.C.

Dear Bob: ' ,

‘. 1 bave your letter of lMarch 2lst which crossed
oy 128t letter to you,
£

& appruci'tu your difficulty in regard to the Van-
aver, 1 3/

-'-"F-

couver proﬁurtibu. How o bhinike we should ot roe Lo X
any lower than the Srown offer. After all,what is prowsoed
in effect a settlement which is desizned to lzave the lewst poas

ible sense of grievance, i’ the ‘D is gonsidered by lir. Juw
ice Bird to be a little bit toc hi 154

10 « T
_.J, ST ey W

E _'- =t B Y I- = L
many cases in which we are agrec an to 5cuu1¢ at a fizure G
might be regarded as too lau, especially in regard Lo indivi ]

clains.

: The preat advantaze of an overall ULuLhH.Luz ik
those indaiviquels who may have better clel'is ar Vs 107

GO _THG £0551DY ¢iéi of their being able to'wrav~ a hiﬁ};f'-fr'
érder | tdahwqymg"aggt oL allo'uuca_ﬂrv )0 -_ip G0 Bl T o
Ehat at the appropriate ocecasicn you should impress ;

i - =

Bird as J.OI‘C{-“E.__- lv as H#On-—?-L\J‘LLr'] with

.
2 s

racngehq uu+ule“ , less than the Crol
¢ very seriously crltlyea Dy onr clien

.—’ - -I'II-- L] L e ]

that the Japanese claimants as a whole w:mld be

After all, no :1.1 y all of the

g 10z can be explainzd b
relaticn to the cjuiiJaHLhu. and the balance can have refcrence
to the extrene difficulties of ubmu.;“;;; a falr markel jrice i
the clirecunistancds forced upon tl e Custodian., It scems Lo me bthut
there is no ininlieit criticism of tnL Advisory Ga.*ituc; r Lhip
UT“LGQ;L:;H in saying that an overall allowance cf 55 on sale :
would take care of any inequities that might have resulbtec 2

s

the f;ct that the methods of s-le were inevitably dif feren
tnose whieh the veluntary vendor would adopt.

T B | i ) . o - . -
. 4IF rd.-:,!_'rl+ d t!c' 'L--_}--:dI ‘irnl;i'iio tril-lz—lﬂuc»-lu].'as L WOolti g
willing to accept tiie 755 which you ‘think Mr. Ju.tice Bip
ineclined to recomnerd,

Source:hﬂkkeiFdanonalhﬂuaeunw,2618;16-1-52-10 |
Wi Nikkel museum.org -
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Thls Cu=fPRHATIVE COMITTT AT ON JAPANE S CANADTANS

(LMFORTANT - A1l of this information ic strietly confidential and must not be publishedd.

. | GEORGE TANAKA
PROPOSED HKECOMMENDATIONS Mr, Justice Bird, | LAMNDSCAPE ARCHITECT

s — Vaneouver, B, €.,

April §, 1909.%-

1486 Bometown Drive Port Credit, Ont.

Type or Category of Amount

Claim Hecommendation Invelved

REAL PROPERTY OTHER THAM

V.L.A. ;

(a) City of Vaneouver 5% rebate of commission $ 29,5’:‘-6?65

(b) Outside Vancouver 104 rn sale price and 37, 324,00
rebate of commission 11,199,000

Vol .A. lAL PHOPERTY

(a) Willage of Mission 1257 on sale price 12,321,25

. ‘

{b) All other VLA #0% on sale price 533,177.60 ]

FERSUNAL PROFERTY

Ao HNets and fishdnpg pear 254 on sales 10,830,15 4
Deglared, not found & ;
Hecorded, now missing 26,530,66

B, Boats and gear 13,5% rebate of charges Sa 17800
10/ on sale price of 21 : ¢ ¥
vessels sold Nelson Brothers 777,06 L¢3
153 an sale price of all other : O
vessels G, 608,38 F L
Credits lmproperly glven 5
purchasers on missling goar 1,080,62)

Co Motor Vehicles 256 on sale price 14,645.,00

Dy uhattels 22% robate of charges en ;
auction snlen 19,#00,00
Doclared, not found 13,802,775
ecorded, now misaing 1,076,17
104 on sale price of goodo 18
gold by tender (including 2 ke B
3,74 rebato of chargen thereon) 9,300,00

§ 76L,0L3.23

Meta: An allowance for costs may be mule amounting to 5% of amount
awnrded,

Notu: Un Chattels "Abandonod” 108 of 354 of walue claimed i proposed.
Tha amount thereof is imndetorminnte nt the moment but is small,

Source: Nikkei MNational Museum, 2018-16-1-52-11-1
W Nikkel museurm.org -



B

- 2 -

REAL PROFPERTY

TOTALS FROM CLATIMD ANALYSIS SHEETS

Form lo, of Cases Gross Claim  Assessment Top Valuation Sale Price
A W LG, Halos 570 2,440,253,98  1,009,4668,00 50, 985,75 fJﬁT,'}ﬁé,‘.:&H
¢/ Rural Advisory Com, 16k 847,342,7%  379,985,00 325 917 16
W/F Greater Vancouvor 239 1,251,989.50 B0, 550,50 ﬁhé ?26 96
Advinory Com,
—_— X 1
o7s |3, 579,506,22][42,196,203.50 | sl,setumaak
Pergentage of lUale Price to: o ﬁj;,
= s a4
| Clalm Assessment Top Vuluation gl
| : o
4/B V,L,A. Sules [ 26,93 A6,15% | Ta.L8E b,,‘(
. FR e o T s
¢/D Rural Adwisory Com, | 38.458  85.74% I' 'f.;’f..__hg.;;,-«_l
. II ' . l F, L&{;ﬂ?:_:l i _,'I--j
E/T Greater Vancduver \ 51,674 80,217 11 L o
Advisory Com, | S + | 13 =t L
; | 3582 wpyn ]|
- = Fm Fm R e o = — o SR = B = Em = mm l.- e = em e am e e = = o e am Ew E= am o = o oam e = - o -
) D T Uy St i PR * :
Total Gross Amount Ulalmed 1,010,047,31
Goodwlidl Ll ;f}Lﬂ o Th
Husinese 118,235,00
[nuuranse Fremlum ‘ 5,622,00 -
accounts Neeelvable 3,620,00
* Houses on other property 17,175.00 i 3 ¥
Error in Claims . 3,400.52 129,099,26 820,948,058
sales by Claimant 6, 889,36
Left with dgent 38,553.71
Shipped b,647,09 ;
les Storare PR $Y 1 1 1 59,665,48
T61,282.57
gold with Heal Fropoerty . 75

725,882,79

Duelared but not found 55, 54746

Abandoned 28,857,31

Mo Heeord at any time fup 0976 lZB.El;E%
567,381,2

Hecorded but now misoing 60,0 4

“:-'H.Lnt of Claim for Uoods Jdctually Sold } ; . 5’}7’36?133

267,073,00 sold by Avetion for “'J 544,292 equals 33,908
2400, T, HH sold by Tender  for ﬂk:f}i!i- 1 equals 39.51% .
!lurj Wy "l:_"dj u"*"”"’ __jjj e 55H \ .-"—L Satrdd

e = e M Em rw Te rr e e RE ---------—---u-_r._-n..--——.-—.-——-p—
Py .J ) I
S859%3 AT i

e CALL

Source: MNikkel MNational Museum, 2018 ’16 ’l 52 ’l’l 2
wivnn nikkei Museum.org e i s
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CARS AND THUCKS: DISTIIBUTICH OF 129 CLAIM3

Total Gross fAmount Claimed
Amount unable to Jdistribute

Left with dAguent

‘No Record at any time

‘mount of Claim for poods Actually Seld:

ON THR BAGLS OF THE CLATMANTSY VALUATION

104,974 62 ,
—1,0284Lt 103, 946,18

1,800,00

102,1LE,18
8, 500,00

£,305,00 leld ut Auctlon for 2,702,30 cquals 62,774 of Claim

18 Sold by Tender for
.18 I

BUATS ARD BOAT GEER!I ¥

Total Gross Amount Clainmed

Amount unable to distribute
Abandaned i
Ho record at any time

Regorded but now miseing

amount of Claim for Goods Actually Sold

120 Oli.“U u\olni by Tender for 89, Bﬁ‘u 15 equals 1.9 Qﬂ,o of Elau:n,

rf”ﬁ

- .__,l..,.ﬂi. T

KETS AND FISHENG LIAR: L DT JTJL[UI]iTL}” C'F' 1?3 CLA

Total Gross Amount Claimed
Amount not distributed

Sdles by Clalmant
Left with Agent
Shipped

Jold with Henl Property

.

"

abandoned
Mo Hecord at uny time

licorded but now missing

amount of Clalm for pgoods actunlly sold:

Auction for|

2,801,38 sold at BL?;Sll
79,858,22 (a0ld by Tender for|42333 6L
II : LT
| B, 659 _r.«-;. L3,172.15
:' £\ _._I

Source: Mikkel MNational Museum, 2018-16-1- 52 11 3
il Nikkeimuseum.org e

DISTRIBUTION OF 106 CIATIM3

i {33,&6'18
2] (29 mouals 22% of Claim
!'-'Jllhlfl‘?f SIpa-*I-"nl',ﬂE’. 2
B amat - ™~
.._.."..-.-.-.-.-.- --------- - o= -

0N TV

} BAS15 OF THE CLATMANTS!
VALUATION
164,,614,60 :
_—33,346,00 131,268,60
300,00 :
9637425 —2,937,26
121,331,35
1,316.35
z"l A fehra | 120’01L‘5{)

IMS OM THE BASIS OF TI CLAIMANTS!
VALUATION
148, 958,91 .
7,536,25 141,422, 66
720,00
3,791450 j
15,00 1,526,450
136,296,16
2,525,00
134,371.16
by 35490
10,757,217 _15,112,17
119,258,959
~364529,33
82,659,60

L) L 4
equals|Zy.Galof claim

equals ?’ of claim
| : :
s¥o1s | 5, M

@224
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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL JCCA NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMi‘ITTEE MTUTINGS HELD APRIL 10th
and 11th, 1949

Vel, II, #13

Special meetings of the JCCA National Executive Committee were held on Sunday,

April 10th, 3,00 p.m, to 6,00 p.m. at the Labour Temple (167 Church Street, Toronto),

and Honday, April 11th, 8,00 p.m, to 12.00 p.m, at oodsworth House (565 Jarvis St.,

Toronto). All the material on which discussion bagsed at this meeting marked
STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL NOT TO BE PUBLISHED.

ATTENDANCE :

ounday, April 10, 1949 - Those Prosent: K, Tanaka, T, Kameoka, G, Tanaka,
K. Hidaka, M. Sato, T, Sagara, R, Obata,
J. Oki, I, Kawajiri, N, Fujita, 5, Shinobu,
T. Umezuki, J, Ide, I, Uchida,

K. Tanaka, 5. Shinobu, T, Umezuki,

Y. Hyodo, T, Tsuji, K, Hidaka, G. Tanaka,
J. Oki, I, Uchida, T. Kameoka, N, Fujitna,
R, Obata, Mr. Andrew Brewin (Co-operative
Committee Counsel),

Monday, April 11, 1949 - Those Present:

PURPOSE OF MEETING:

Upon notifiecation that Commissioner i, L+ Bird of Lhe Royal Commission on Japancoo
canadian Property had handed to Cloimants? Gounsel _a proposal of settlement of the
claims which have been filed with the Commission which wasn appointed to_study .
dGAT Wil proporty Tosseu sulfurcd By Japancse Canadians diring the Evngqntjoq, Lhe;
xecutive Secretary Immedfately callod €IS meecting in order that. the Nutional
Executdve "Comnittee of the JCCA might consider the Commissioner's Proposal for
settlement, Also, to consider Claimant!'s Counsel, Mr, R. J, McMaster's, recommen-
dation to Claimants with respect to the proposal, and the Co-operative Committec's
recommendation to Claimants with respect to same, Having given full consideration
of the available facts and recommendations from Claimants! Counsel and the Co-
operative Committee, the National JCCA Executive Cormittee could then formulate
their recommendation in-a sincere effort to give leadership oh this very difficult
question to component ‘Chiapter "excentives, PO sl y e :

THE PROPOSAL OF SETTLEMENT:

The fﬁilawing is a summary of the Proposal received from the Dominion Government
on the recommendation of Mr. Justice Bird, for settling all claims fexnepting Cor=-
poration Claims): :

Heal Property

1. 5Scld to the Veterans Land Act Administration (Fraser Vallev Farms):
(a) Village of Mission - 1257 on the actual sale price,
(b) A1l other farms sold through VL. —_@Q? on the actual sale price overall,

(The above gives average percentage overall allowance, The actual amount

paid would be distributed to individual claimants on the basis recomnended by
Claimants' Counsel and approved by the Commissioner depending upon appraisers!
renorts, )

2, All other real estate outside Vancouver - 12,5 on actual sale price,

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-52-12-1
il Nikkelmuseum.org
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L
3. City of Vancouver - 57 on anle prica,
=

L. (Special cases of greenhouses and poultry farms to be considered separately),

Fersonal Property

1, Nets and Fishing Gear ~ 254 allowed on nets actually sold,

- Un nets and fishing gear lost, destroyed or stolen
an over-all percentage of 6217 of total claims to be
distributed varying in individual awards on the
basis of claims made,

ha
1

Poats and Gear - 21 vessels sold to Nelson Brothers 2325i of sale price.

Uther boats and gear 28,57 on sale price.

e

1

3. Motor Vehicles

254 on sale price,
\v‘_,.‘

L. Other Chattels - Sold at auction 22% increase on sale price,
- Sold by tender 10,
- Sold with realty, lost, destroyed or stolen, 355 of claim
and 155 distributed according to relation betiean claim and
chattels ~lready sold,

un allowance of 57 to be niade on clnims nllowed to cover valustion nnd obher
cxpenses (not ineluding Tepnl expenses) of elaimant,

This 1n total would :unount to rouphly .,‘?.‘_F-'r.r__}a;_}#_l}r;rj_,_r}f} to bu distributed,

. : ' 4
ECQMMENDATION OF COUNSEL : it .

M R, McMaster, Claimants' Counsel, who has been taking' the greater‘}art of
the responsibility for presenting general evidence to the Royal Commission in ]
Vancouver and who has been persistently pressing for the fairest possible awards ;ﬁ’
on the claims, and whose sincerity and great capacity for shouldering a tremen- |
dous amount of work for the sake of claimants cannot be questionned, has the /
following comments to make-respecting the Government's offer:

"It is my opinion, a1s expressed to the Commissioner, that dealing with City

Froperty alone, I eannot conscientiously recommend his proposal, However, 1

Find myself in this dilemma:

Aside from the city property situation T _ .
reasonably just and the VIApart of it as much ns, if not more than, we could
possibly hope to have established, In these circumstances, if I were acting
for an individual client, T would advise him to settle on the proposed tefns,
But there are some 175 claimants with city property, some of whom at least are
entitled to better consideration, On the other hand, frankly, our evidence

¢n city property is horribly weak, On many of the properties our own appraiser
would give no increase, and over-all”his appraisals are only about 10i. higher
than Custodian sale price, FEven if this branch of the case could be proceeded
with without prejudice to the balance of the settlement, having regard to the
Judge's attitude, I doubt, if we would get 10Y (over-all) including commissions.
It is possible if this were insisted upon that we would not recover the comnio-
slons as they are "outside the termss of reference." In such &vent many claim-
ants would get nothing, s 5

consider the remainder of the proposal

-7

Furthermore, the Judge intimited that his recomnendation as to costs was only
on the basis of the procecdings being shortened and intimated they might not be

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-52-12-2
il Nikkeimuseum.org
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forthcoming if hearings were insisted upon., How one explains this to 1200

clients, however, is diflicult to envisage,

.....;....If the settlement breaks down, we are confronted with:

(a) the Judpe's expressed opinion that eertain categories of property sold
property

for their falr market value: and

(b) the possibility (if not the likelihood) that in the final outcome no

;';

consideration of matters outside the terms of reference would be given,
On the basis of the present figures this would mean about 375,000 plus

35,000 costs, or roughly 5100,000;

(c) the possibility, for reasons outlined in other letters, of recovering

less on VLA and perhaps’ nets;
(d) a Commissioner who will have no enthusiasm for carrying on,

As against these, we might persuade the Commissioner that fair market value

wis not obtained on some chattels and some City and urban property,

sseessaa(We) might see the Minister nnd urge him to suggest to the Judge that

he include some allowance for Lthe fact that city properties werc sold

to tenancies. I am afraid this is the only sugpestion T ean maike,

subject
The only

other small concession T can see Bird making ia possibly in cases whore we
have evidence of a resale within six months to o year after the sale by the
Custodian, This would be unfaip to the fellow whose house did not happen to
have resold but it might, be better than nothing, Even in thge cases the fact

that the then Vendor was in = position to pive wvaeant possession would cut
down the recovery," i Lol 2
RECOMMENDATION OF MR. VIRTUR To HIS CLIENTS: J 2 -~

o

[{ is-reported that Mr, Virtue in Alberta intends to recomngnd acceptance of the
proposal for settlement to his clients most of whom are claiming on VLA sales,

RECUMHENDATfOH OF CO-OPERATIVIY COiMITTER:

Ihe Co-operative Committet hn Japanese Canadians, as the body retained b:

r the

claimants and €hus -fecling 2 direst responsibility to claimarits to refer -the

matter directly to them, after studying the propesal of settlement and

recommendations, has recomiended as follows:

"The Co-operative Committee, on the advice of the Counsel, recommends the

acceptance of this settlement for the following reansons:

ounsells

1. The Terms of Reference which bind the Commissioner and against which the
Co-operative Committee hasz protested so for unsuccessfully restrict the
right to recovery to the difference between the actual selling price and
the fair market value of the land or chattels in the tondition they were

in at the date of sale,

Dt very great deal of work has - been done by the Co-operative Committee in
collecting valuations, making surveys nnd analyses, and securing the evi-
dence of expert appraisers, In respect nt least to property sold to the
V.L.A,, boats, fishing nets and gear, the amounts offered corraespond with

, the evidence. In respect to othor types of propefty in which the offer
& is dLsappointiUg there are preat difficulties in securing satisfactory

evidence,

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-52-12-3
il Nikkeimuseum.org



3+ In the long run, it is the opinion of the Commissioner, Mr, Justice Bird,
which will prevail as to the fair market price and the amounts to be
awarded, His present recommendntions, although not final decisions,
indicate his probable views, It is unlikely that if we proceed, he will
be inclined to award more than he now reconmends and it may be considerably
less and in some cases nothing at 11l. The only alternative to accepting
the offer is to proceed with hearing evidence on individual cases, This
will involve continuing heavy exvenses and delay in making any payments
for probably at least 2 years,

The Co-operative Committce is of the opinion that the offer in resnect to %
Vancouver property is too low and will make every effort to have tho amount
offered increased to a fair figure,

It should be borne in mind in considering whether the offer should be accepted
that we are not in = position to choose what we think would be an entirely
Just and fair allowance, ie must choose between accepting the offer with the

prospect of ?Qr;y_Raymgﬂgjig?-r;faéiné'Ehétoffer; with the consequent heavy |
gxpense and delay, and probably a lower overall recovery,"

This recomaendation for acceptance of the proposal with reservations is to be
communicated to each individual claimant by mail inmediately, The request of
the Commissioner, Mr, Justice Bird, is that he receive a reply to his proposals
by the 30th of April, 1949. Meetings of claimants are being arranged by the
JCCA at which most claimants will have an opportunity to ask questions as to
details of the of’er and will be asked to express their opinions as to accep-

ting or rejecting it, Thoae claimanty who will be unable to attend such a
meeting are being requested to write to the Co-operative Committec informing
them whether they are willing to have the Commmittee accept, on their behalfl,

the settlumen§ proposed., The Co-operative Committee. has Agked thEIJﬂﬂn'Ln
organigze these Claimants' meetings, L i

L
an,

DISCUS3ION:

Members of the National Exccutive Committee found themselves placed in as great
or even greater dilemma than Claimants' Counsel and the Co-operative Committee
when confronted with the making of a decision on the Govermment.'s proposal for
settlement -off property- claius, . e s i '

As the principle of over-all settlement, so far as the National Executive Com-
mittee is concerned, was generally agreed upon as an acceptable method of
settlement under the circumstances, on'the grounds that it would probably mean
“a greater number of claimants receiving some award for losses and that the

heavy legal expenses required to follow through the hearing of each elaim in-
dividually would not be practical or a welcome prospect to claimants, this point
was not a contentious issue, lowever, the Fxecutive Committee felt that the
settlement principle could hardly be looked upon with any degree of favour
where the amounts of restitution involved were most unsatisfactory,

Following is a summary of the main questions and criticisms raised by -various
Executive Committee members sznd the answers applicable to them which were
stated by Mr. Brewin, Co-operative Committec Claimants' Counsel, to the meeting:

1. Would not the claimants' acceptance of the proposal for settlement indicate
their 'satisfaction' in the awards offered?

-~ Mr. Brewin stated to the [xecutive Committee that in listening to some

of the views expressed by members of the Committee ho folt that perhaps

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-52-12-4
wnanar Nl kkel museLm. org
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the meaning of the word, ”acceptance", was not clearly appreciated, He
assured the meeting that the act of claimants 'accepting! the settlement
proposal under consideration did in no wise indicate that thoy wers
satisTTed with the olfer, In oth'r words, Mr. Brewin stated in drawing
an analogy to express this point, "a person claiming for damages against

an insurance company could be offered a sum in settlement which mirht

be quite unsatisfactory as compared to what he feels his Just conpensa-
tion for injuries sustained, However, his Counsel may advise him to acecept
the sum offered in settlement as he knows from the expressed views that
this is all his elient can in fact receive, If this particular client
takes his Counsel's advice and 'accepts! the sum offered for settlement,

he could not be considered asg having irdicated his 'satisfaction! when

he has already stated the figure which he considers Justly due him,"

Also, Claimant's acceptance neced not be unconditional as, for instance,.
the Co-operative Committee recommends acceptance with certain reservations,

2, Does not the fact that the Commissioner has asked eclaimants to decide accep-
tance or rejection of the offer indicate the unwillingness of the Commis-

sioner to take responsibility for making the final decision of settlement
himself?

- Mr. Brewin stated that the fact that the Commission had made a proposal
of settlement to Claimants through their Counsel did not indicate any
unwillingness on the Commissioner!s part to take the responsibility for
final decision, The proposal is being referred to claimants because under
the terms of reference therc 18 provision for dindividual hearings. The
bommissionok add Claimantat Counsel. have come to the conclusion thnt an
over=all basis of scttlement provides Tor compensation for a preatcr num-

ber of claimants and on thgﬁwhald'wgglg_mggg_fmq_mo;g:jﬁignqagf_than_Lf

~taken on the individunl hearings basis, TIn view of the ghoice of the
aver-all basis of settlement, the Commissioner would refer the propesal
for a decision through Counsel of the Co-operative Committee to that
Committee, The Co-operative Committece, in turn, as rctained by the
Claimants, have considered it their responsibility to refer this matter
directly to individual claimants for their decision, 'If the proposal
were considered altogether wrong by Counsel they would advise Claimants
accordingly, s :

-

L g
-

3. Can Claﬁd&nta not put the whole onus back on the Commissioner and state to
him that they will not tale A position on the proposal?

= If the offer is ignored by the elaimants the Corriissioner can withdraw
the offer for settlement, Ignoring of the settlerent proposal would be
done in the faece of:

(2) Counselts and Co-operative Committec!'s considered recommendation
for acceptance of the settlement proposal to Claimants, and Counsel's
statement that with his knowledge of the evidence he considers the
proposal, in the main, reasonably just and the VLA part of it as
much as, if not more than, could possibly be hoped to have estdblished.
The percentage offered on settling vity Property claims is noat un-
satisfactory but in this cnse claimantst evidence is 'horribly weak!',

(b) The ommissioner's belief that tﬂgugggpgggpggxggggggg;;1§_§ generous
offer which includes conceasions for items outside of the terms of

relerence involving some $100,000 for which -he asked special permis-
glon of the Minister of Justice to 5“@12@2_@9{_&2“ purposes of making
 sottlement, e e
e

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-52-12-5
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“ 4. Are not the Government's proposals meant as the final decision they will
arrive at as to settlement, and therefore offers claimants no alternative?

- Under the Terms of Referecnce the Claimants have the right to have their
claims heard individually, However, both the Commissioner and Claimants)!
Counsel have come to the conclusion that the only practical means of
arriving at a decision on the claima would nccessitate some method of co
sideration on an OV&P—ilL_EFlHC]U1L basis which would obviate the HCCCJQILT
af long drawn-out proceedings, Therefore, in consideration of the fact
that claimants have the privilege of having their claims heard individually
the over-all settlenent as presently submitted by the Commissioner pro-
bably is put by the Commrissioner ta the claimants with an appreciation
that alternative methods of consideration of claims exists.

5. Could we not assurme that the Govermment, in its desire to round up the
matter, would increase percentnges upon the rejection of this first offer?

= It would be difficult te reasonably make that, assumption in our awarcneos
of the porgistent d'iforts to date of Claimant's Couns sel, Mr, ¥ chﬁlfl Lo

have the percoentojens ncrgg;gd all around, and the cht tha : o -

———

Loges now offoerad ore lﬁrgulv a result of such efforts., JustlLu led is

reported to hnve expressed the view that he is not disposed to increns-

ing the percentoges in Lhe Govermment's offer and that he had now stretehed
his conscience beyond the terms of roeference as far as he would go.

Also, we have Claimants! Counsel, Mr, McMaster's, statcment that "aside
from the city property situntion I consider the remainder of the proposal
reasonably just and the VLA part of it as much az, if not more than,

we could possibly hope to have.established,"

.6, If the offer is ignored and that would bring unfavourable consequences,

whiat, arc.thase conpenuences? . ' "
. ]
~ = The possible unfavournble consoquencen aret »
— e ————— )
(n) Withdrawnl of the Government's of ler fnltopether, g
(b) The resulting recourse to individual hearings would bring with it

increased lepal expense and delay,
(c) The final awards on the basis of individual hearings would probably
be lower than on the over-all basis, a few may get more, and a
| great many may ‘get mothing, B -
(d)), Withdrawal of #100,000 worth of awards Whlﬂh under the propnsal for
“f%ﬂsetu19ﬂtﬂ+ covers restitution for items outside the Terms of
Reference,

7« If the offer is accepted, with indicated reservations, by majority vote
of claimants, what is the point in expressing such reservations?

- The expressed rescrvations on the Vancouver Property offer has already
been acted vpon by Co-operative Comnittee Counsel, Mr, Hrewin, by means
of n strong letter to the Ministoer of Justice in ﬂDHdehﬂCL ureling that
the Government inercise thLLr offer on this at lsast to 10#, For ne-
gotlating such increascs ﬂounanl shovld be given bargaining power to
get the best increase ne CAll, -

be rought up again in the event of h'changa of GﬂVEPHant when it migh
pmssibly be given favourable cons: ldtr&tlﬂﬂ.

k o —— e — o -

! The mat hh_ng:rownﬂss of the Terms of Reference could very Qll

With regard to the:hearing of special cases, tlie Judge has already ac-
cepted the fact that settlement under the propesed formula would be

Sﬁurce:hnkkeiPdanonalhﬂuaeunw,2018-16-1-52-12-6
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- .
clearly inadequatc and should thereforo be given special attention
poultry farms, greenhouses, certain chattel claims,

B—
-

r Balle,

8, If the VLA Claims constitute a mijority of the claims and there is some
likelihood of their accepting this scttlement of their claims, why not get
the results of their voting first before we of the Mational Executive
Committee decide which way our recommendation should be made?

. = The National Executive Committee éould not make their recommendation on
that basis, in view of the fact that the relevant information is to hand
from the Co-operative Committee and Lounsel on which to base a decision,
In making the recommendation, a point we need to bear in mind is the

8 greater good of the claimants taken us a whole, taking into account the
circumstances -as we underspand them, and the facts as we have knowledre,

7. Is not the recommendation of Claimant$' Counsel after all Jjust onc opinion?

- The recommendation.of Mr. Mclaster for acceptance of the settlement
proposal is a recomncndation made by vne who more than anyone elsec knows
the circumstances, the available cvidence the amount of work carried
out, . the extent of the talks conducted with the Government!s Counsol
and with the Commissioner, —

The work of Mr, Mecinster and the stall whieh he has emploved in the col-

lection of evidence has included: 'eareful gt istical anslysis,
valuations, surveys bascd on relationship between assegsments and anla

% E prices, surveys basod upon FLho value of propertiog na shown by the

EﬁﬂﬂilL‘?QlHE_JJLEHE-”EQEQLQUQ_HFﬂﬂﬂmﬂkiLlﬂﬁlﬁ_ﬂVidnnﬁﬂ} fxperts hive
hggntamplﬂyﬁd in regard Fu nqﬁgmguﬂ_iiﬁbi!ﬁ_ge:r! boats and motor vehicler,
Qﬂgtlﬂnﬁqps“and_QLhuEﬁhHLLH_ngﬂgﬁL Lo _auctions. A very preat, deal’ofl
| other evidence has b.en colleeted, and Mr, MeMaster his cross.'examined
- individual witnesseo cxtensively,”

-
L]

10, As we discuss this matter in this Committee should it not be from the roint
of view of a member of the National Cxecutive Committee of the JCCA which
must needs consider this question on a more all-inclusive basis?

- It was pointed out ‘that if an executive member wished to look at the
question purcely frai the.podnt of view of g claimant. the settlement offor
may be entirely unsatisfaectory us far ns his own claim is concerned, but
a8 a member of the National Ixecutive Committee and the place of that
Committee in relation to Japanese Canadian Claimants, its member chap-
ters, the Co-operative Committec and Counsel and lmowlodge of the facts
and views of each group, he could arrive at o different conclusion for
the Executive Committec, ' 5

11, Has the National Executive Committee any responsibility for making a re-
commendation one way or the other on the nroposal of settlement?

-~ The National EEBGUtiVE_CDHﬁittE? hns no legal responsibility to make a
recommendation, but there is a responsibility in terms of the leadership
expected of this body by the member constituents in such a matter as this,
If the National Executive Committée waives the responsibility for showing
leadership on this issue, the Provineinl and local Chapters will be
called upon to formulate o recommendation for their constituents in the
Light of their knowledge of the matter, A recommendantion from this Cor-
mittee would provide a basis on which to conduct claimants! discussions
on the proposal for settlement,

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-52-12-7
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' MOTION TO MAKE A HECOM Z."'.I.-fi'f'i'_"-_?';-

MOVED by N, Fujita and secunded by T. Umezuki that the National Gxecutive
Committee of the JUCA make a recomuendation to its constituents and the
claimants respecting the proposal of settlement on property claims
received from the Dominion Covernment on the recommendation of Mr. Justico

Bird, |
LGALIIIED, {
Gienp
(Contrary votes recorded: R. Obata,
H?) 1, Uchida)
) 1
MOTION EXPHRESSING THE RIECUM:  SNDATION : #HfbiT;U

MOTION #I - Moved by ¥, Hidaka that we recommend that in this case, the recom-
mendations of the Commissioner and the Government are not satis-
factory, that claimants should not be taking a position giving
any indication that they are satisfied with the percentages, that
they have an alternative of either rcjecting or making no recom-
mendation and leaving it to the Commissioner,

There was no seconder to this Motion, 5 !

MOLLON 42 - Moved by T. Umezuki and seconded by T, Tsuji that although we

s are not satisfied with the scttlement proposal For property claims j

recoived from the Government , nfter hearing wnd studying thé '
recomnendation of (laimants? Counsel, we arc of the epinion

that thure is no nlternative Lhon to endorse the recomcndation

= of~acceptance as formulaterd by the Co-operative Committhe with [
X the following rescrvations: -

1, The offer with respect to Vancouver Propertics is too low,
» The Terms of Reference arc too narrow.

2
: e L : F
3. Some specinl cases which if settled under the proposed formula :
~would be clearly inadequate should be piven individual i
consideration, !
i Sa e CARRTRED, |
(Those vobing in favour: He Bhiinobu, Y, llvodo, T. Kameokn, j

‘“« Tapaia, T, "mezuki, T, Tsuji, !
i, Fujita,
K. Tanaka - in the Chair, : !
Contrary votes: [, Hidaka, 7, Oki, R. Obata, '
Abstained: 1, Uchida),

MOTION RE BXRCUTIVE SFNCRETARY 'S TRIP TQ MEGET PROVINCIAL FAECUTIVES:
; t ;

Yoved by T, Umezuki and seconded by Y. Hyodo that the Exccutive Secretary,
Mr, George Tanaka, take the proposed cross-country trip to meet with
Provincial JCCA executive members to brief them with the details of the
Government's proposal in order that they, in turn, may. organize through
their loeal chapters, elaimants! meetings and provide all the necessary
information, The understanding is that the travelling expenses for
this trip will be’ fulls provided from the Co-operative Committee Claimn
Fund, =t

CARRTED,

Srﬁurce: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-52-12-8a
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35 B1ig

CAMERON, WELDON & BREWIN,
Sterling Tower,

Parcnto 1, Ontario,
hpril 13, 1949,

; GEORGE TANAKA
Co-operative Committee on Japancse Canadians, LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
67 Riverdale Avenue, Port Credit, Onk.
Toronte 4, Ontaric,

1486 Rometown Drive

Dear Sirs:

[ thewperht it migshl be advisable that ns pener.l counsel to the Co-
operat ive Cormittee, 1 should put in weiting, as o matter of record, my ndvice
in ruspech Lo Lhe preopusals for an overzll settlement of the claims ns set out
in a letter from Mr, MeMaster of the 6th of April 1749 and the attached memorandum
of the proposcd recommendntions to be mule by Mr, Justice Bird, dated April 6th,

1oL,

1t is my recommepdation that subject to what is said later, the proposed
basis of sctblement be :ggﬂg*r . I will endeavour to sel out briefly my reasons
for recommending this.

s The narrow terms of referenco should be always borne in mind, The Com-
missioner is only authorized to grant the differcnee botween the actuil selling
value of the various propertics and the fair market value pt the date of sale,

The Commissioner has held, and there is no appeal [ his pullng, that this means
the actual walue of the property in the condition which it in faet wns at the date
of sale,

2. A very pgroect deal of work has Leon done oy br. HeMacter and the staff
which he hns employed in the collection of vvidence us to valuations,

This has included careful statistical annlysis, valuntions, surveys
based on roelationship between asaessmonts atnd sale prices, surveys based upon the
valug ol propurtics as shown by tho annwal walus of the erops, and other awsilable
avidence, Bxpuerts hove boon enployed in regard to nelg nrad fishing gewr, boats
and motor vehicles, nuctioneers and others in respect to auctionas., & very great
denl of olhor evidenco hos been collscted, and Mr, Hchastor has eross examdned
individual witnesoes extensively, As a result of ~11 this WMr, MeMaster 4o satls-
fied font our own evidence will nol, bospime in migd slways the narrow terms of
I'LILI'LII.EEI. cutablis J. orn_an overall basis, hivher walustions than those eontained

3 exception of the Vanecouver city propertics, -!r.

il Lo somewhr t1v recormending the scttlesent and There is nc one
‘ﬁm@_l'{y__ﬂcmrf of the eyvidence upon which we ¢ould base our sub-
missions, In rospect to nactomobiles, V.L.A. property, boats and [ishing pear,
the smounts proposed in the settlemont ore the full omounts thit our own evidence
ig ablo to gstablish, The weaknoosaes of Lhe proposod aptilement from cur polint
of wview jpe obviouslys

() "J-'-.m::}u\rr-,-r propert ies,
(b Froperiics outnide Vaneoouver,
(2] hattals,

The formula in respect Lo lost ghntfols ic the fairest thot we think
gonild be contended for,

In Lhoe nltimate analysly we con nover boe Lo recover more than Mr,
dustles Uipd ja prepepold bo o sallow, 1o fairncys it should be pointed cut Tt
HMr, Justige Bied Los senpotod our contonbion jesther thnn bl Govepnint contention
ip reopsct o seversl of bhe eategorics of propopty shovs pegtjoned, However, in
reapect to city properties, boants and oonticls (exciuding motors and nets) Mr,
Juatice Himl has dotimated on tbe ovidence prosented at Lhe present time, he
would find tleh Lhicy weare sold at Lhelr fair market walue, The allownnces whilch
he is prepared jow to recomnend are bherofore ip hiz yiow, osutside the terms of

reference, AT
s i

/e if we refuse the pobtlore S proeposed, thare wiil be po alternntive but
to procowd witl hearingn belore bhe Judpe, witiiel are 1ikely to take ol leagt one
or two yeurs,  Lhe Judeec jooun] dkols _caceph perhnag in o n fow individut:l coses,

to miks allowinces highor thag fhoses he is pow prephred o recommend. In a sery

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-52-13-1
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Tl

preat many ctsun it ia abvious that he will recommend lesa, Taking nll these
facturs into fweount, thors e Lhurefore be 1Attle doubt that more will be
obtained {or thoe elnim:nts by necepting the settlencnt then by refusing to do so,

The one glarieg fenture which is bound to provide scrious disappaint-
ment is the allowwnce of enly 5% on Vancouver properties, I have writton a
strong letter to the Ministor of Justice in confidence urging that Lhe Govern-
mont. inerense thelr oirfer on this at lenst to 104, However, tho information
supplied by Mr, McMaste- is that in respect Lo this part of the claim, our own
evidence will cstablisl at the best, an ov.rall incrense of 1ittle more than 107,
e are frced with the Tieultar t sales were mode with the approval
gdvisery cormittec of whieh Mr, Justice Sidney omith wes Lhe chaoirmon, after
Eecuiving values' from conpetont ond rospeeted valustors, 1n theso cireumstances,
I think T am bound t5 recomsend to the Co-operative Cormittee and through them
to the claimants fhat tie propssals be acccpted, subjoct tod

[

(=) A _further peitepation of our slain that the terms of
referone: were too narrow,

{b) a_gtrong insistonee thot on the Vancouver propertics o
minimum of 10% be 1llowed, :

Notwithstanding the natural disappointmont which some claimnnts will
i il b overn i HiH hich with earporstion
factory recognition of the

claims will exceed 200,000 constitute a fairly satls
Justico of the chdmont o demvade,

Thore enn be no doubt thaot if it bad pot been fop:

(5] The efforts of the Co-srerative Cormittoe to have the
eriginnl terms of roference reviged,

(b) The tremendous o ; i those who represent the
Conmnittee, and the co-operntion of the Notionrl Japanese

Canadian Association, and abowe all the careful and consci-
entious work done by K tiaster and those whom he employed,
that no compirabl offer from the Davernment wiald have boen

fortheosml T4

My recommendations as set out abave, are nloo vartly based upon the
fact thet the tremendous volume of work raquired to complete the hesrings noke
it virtually dmpreelieal that individual enses be fully hueard without a great
burden of seditionn] cxponoe el le mrthy dolay before any roeovery is pnde at all,

Yours wvery truly,

F. A, DREYIN,

FallzHO /nf
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THE CO=-OPERATIVE COMMITTEE ON JAPANESE CANADIANS

67 Riverdale Avenue,
Toronto 6, Ontario,
April 16, 1949,

GEORGE TANAKA
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

Dasr Clalmant: 1486 Rometown Drive  Port Credit, Ont.

( IMPORTANT - All of the information in this letter is

strictly confidential and must not be published,)
™e Dominion Government on the recommendation of Mr, Justice Bird who
was appointed as Comnissioner is proposing a settlement of 21l claims (excepting
Corporation Claims) on the following basis. This is o summary only of the
proposals:

Real Property

1. Sold to the Veterans Land Act Administration (Fraser Valley Farms):
{(a) Village of Mission - 125% on the actual sale price,
(b) All other farms sold through VLA - 807 on the actual sale price overall.
{(The above gives average percentage overall allowance. The actual amount
paid would be distributed to Individual elaimants on the basis recommended
by us and approved by the Gomuissioner depending upon appralsers! reports,)
2, All other real estate oulside Voancouver - 12,58 on nctual sale price,
3, City of Vancouver - 5% on sale priee,

L. (Special cases of precnhouses and poultry farms to be considered ceparately).

Fersonnl Property

1, Nets and Fishing Goear = 2% allowed on nets actually sold,
- On nets and fishing gear lost, destroyed or stolen
in over=nll pareontiage of 627 5 of total clalms to be
disbributel vorying fn individuil awards by taking the re-
lation between the claims made der-nets actually--sold
and the aectual selling-pricc.
21 vesacls sold to Nelson Prothers 23,50 of sale price,
- Other boats and gear 28,%% on sale price,
25% on sale price,

2, Boats and Gear

3. Motor Vehicles

L. Other Chattels - Sold at auction 227 increase on sale price,
- Sold with realty 59%+
(- 5old by tender 104,
W Lonl, dustroyed or sLolen 350 of claim 15% distributed
aecordin to relation between claim and chattels already acld.

An allowance of 5% to be mide on elaims allowed to cover valuation and other
expenses (not including legal expenses) of claimant,

i

'nis in total would amount to roughly }1200,000,00 to be distributed,

Source: MNikkei Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-52-14-1
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The Co-operative Committee, on the advice of the Counsel, recommends
the acceptance ol this scttlement for the following reascns:

1. The Terms of Hoeference which bind She Copmisaioner snd apainst which the Co-
operative Committee have protested so far unsuccessfully restrict tne right
to recovery to the difference Letween the actual selling price and the fair
market value of the land or chattels in the condition they were in at the
date of sale,

2e A wery pgreat deal of work has been done by the Co-nperative Committee in
eullecting valustions, making surveys and analyses, and securing the evidence
of expert apprai:crs, 1o respect at least to property sold to the V.L.A.,
boats, fisning netg and gear, the amounts offered correspond with the
evidence, In respect to other types of property in which the offer ic dis-

appointing there are preat difficulties in securing satisfactory ovidence.

3« In the long run, it 1= thoe opinion of the Coﬁmissioner, lr. Justice 2ird,
which will prevail as to the fair market price and the amounts to be awarded.
His present recommendations, although not final JLGLSLDHS, indicate his pro-
bable views, It is unlikely that if we proceed, he will be inclined to award
more than he now recommends and it may be considerably less and 10 Some cases
nothing at all, The only alterpative to ﬁguvuuan the offer is to proceed
with nearing cvidence op individual cases, . volve 1001 hea
expenses and delay in making any payments fcr probably at least 2 years,

The Co-operalive Commiitee jlo of the opinicon that the offer in respec jafr
to Vapcouver property is too Jow and will make every cffort to have the amount
affered incroascd Lo o fadr ligure,

It should.be borne in mind in considering whether the offer should te
accepted tint e arc not in o position to choose what we think would be wn
entirely just and fair allowince., YWe muct choosc between accepting the of }72

with the praspect of carly paymept. or roefugine the ofler, with the cons “qu““
heavy expense and delay, and probably oo lower overall recovery,

Mectings of claimants arc beinge arranged by the lational JCCA through
the Provineial JCCA Chapters in cach provinece, at which most claimants will have
an opportunity to ask rguestions ns to details of the offer and will be asked
Lo express their opinilons nn bo aceopting or rejectine it, Tf vou cannot atlend
such a meoting, please writo as soosn ns poasible to the Co-operative Committce
informing us. whether you are willing to hove us accept, on your behalf, the

ttlement proposed, Onco again, sltbourh the Co-sperative Committee fecls that
the offer is ipnadequate, we do recommend thiat in the circumstances 1t should ke
aecepted asm thy bast obbtiinable settleoment,

Yours very truly,

MARGARET BOOS,
seeretary,

H.B. - Fleuse address your replies (which should be received by April 3Hh)} to:

Miss Margaret K, Boos, decretary,
The Cu-operative Committes on Japanese Canadians,
67 liverdle Avenue,

Toronto é',J, ntario.
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May 6, 1949,

Mr. R. J. Mcllaster,

¢/o liessrs,Campbell,Brazier,Fisher & Hcllaster,
Barristers,

675 Vest Hastings Street,
Vancouver, B.C,

Dear Bob:

I have your letter of lMay 5th. Since my
last letter to you I have had a. further letter fron v,
Varcoe in reply to my letter of protest. He says that
the Minister has left Ottawa and that he is not likely o
return for any lengthy period prior to the electicn, and
he does not think that he would be disposed to give the
matter any consideration during the eleetion campaizn, lie

adds, "the Comiissioner must be free to maxe whatever rog-
omuendations he considers are warranted by the facts and %r*k
evidence adduced before him, I should think thac the Mine ”
ister 'would consider it impropert to enter into any agrc:q
ment w%ile the Commission has this matter under considec-
ation.’ :

. an afraid thercfore, that there does not
seem the slishtest likelihood at the moment thot the lin-
ister would indicate to the Commissicner that he is ST G-
able that the Coumissionor should deal with the proolem of
compensation by reason of the Vancower propertles being

sold to existing tenancies.

I do not know whether even at this staze it
would be worth while telling the Judse that if he can surice
¢St the possibility of increasing the anocunt to 10,: wiiich
15 the original figure surrested by Government counsel tlicm-
selves, it will enable us to commend the settlement witi:out
Che reservation that we shall be ctherwise bound to mal..

: I note that the Judre is likely to be in Toronte
cn Wednesday. It is quite possible however, that I may have
to be in London that day on a trial. I do nos know whethor
you would have any chance to communicate this to the Judre,

-  ro P

or il there is any chance of his stayinz over in Torontc till
Thursday in case I am not back till Thursday.

Yours sinceridy
™ r )
FAB:HC L -‘7
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NATIONAL JAPANESE CANADIAN CITIZENS ASSOCIATION

MEETINGS OF THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

May 10, 1949 - 8,00 p.m., at the Central YMCA, Toronto, Ontario.
May 12, 1949 - 8.30 p.m., at Woodsworth House, Toronto, Ontario,
May 17, 1949 - 8.30 p.m., at the Central YMCA, Toronto, Ontario,

Ly

I1I,

IV,

AGENDA

Minutes of the Previous Meeting,
Commissioner'!s Settlement Proposal on Claims:

1. Report on Co-operative Committee Meetings,
2, National JCCA Future Plans respecting the Claims Question.

Executive Secretary's Report:

1, Insurance Ratings,

2., Toronto Inter-ethnic Citizens Council,
3. National JCCA Budget.

Other Business:

1, Dominion Elections,

2, March and April, National Office Disbursements,
3. April and May Requisitions,

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-52-16-1
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NOTES ON THE NATIONAL JCCA FXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD MAY 10, 1949, 8.00 p.m.,
AT THE CENTRAL YMCA, TORONT, ONTARIO.

Those Present - R. Obata, F, Nogami, G. Tanaka, T, Sagara, Y, Hyodo, K., Hidaka,
K. Tanaka, T, Umnezuki, J. Oki, N, Fujita, I, Uchida, M. Sato,
S, Shincbu, T. Kameoka, (K. Tanaka in the Chair).

Regrets Received - Rev, K. Shimizu, I. Kawajiri, Rev. T. Tsuji.
Absentees - J. Ide, M. Kitagawa, E. Nose, P, Yamada,

MOTION #1 - MOVED by Roger Obata and seconded by J. Oki
THAT in future if anyone is to be invited to this meeting then the

majority of the exccutive committee members should be polled before-
hand., CARRIED,

(Owing to some views held by committee members regarding the inviting of persons
outside the committee to attend meetings, it was felt by the committee after
some discussion on this question to adopt a definite committee policy regarding
this matter.)

MINUTES OF THE PREVIQUS MEETING

1, Meeting of March 15, 1949

K. Hidaka questioned the wording of the recommendation respecting the Office
Secretary's salary as not being consistent with the sub-committee!s recom-
mendations, ihen questioned as to what point he was referring, he stated
that the exact figure of $226,70 should not have been quoted, It was ex-
plained that that was the actual amount involved to the end of this present
fiscal year, and that the recommendation had been quoted from the written
recommendation of that sub-committee submitted at the March 15th meeting,

The Minutes were adopted as recorded.

2. Meetings of April 10th and 11th, 1949

J. Oki stated that the lMinutes of these meetings were not adequate, However,
when asked by the Chair to state any omissions so that they might be recorded,
he did not offer any specific points,

The reason for Mr., Brewin's presence at the April 1lth meeting was asked for.

It was the opinion of certain members that it was the understanding that

Mr, Brewin need not be present at the April 11th sessions, R. Obata felt that
. Mr, Brewin's presence caused them to be torn between loyalty to counsel and

to claimants and they wers showing lack of confidence in Counsel or acting

to the detriment of claimants, I. Uchida felt that Mr, Brewin should have

been invited on the 1l0th,

The Executive Secretary explained that he did not realize that there was a
need to have !Mr. Brewin present at the April 10th meeting, When he was
directed by tle meeting to ask a question of Mr. Brewin for the April 1llth meet-
ing, the reply which he received was such that he decided that Mr, Brewin
should come down in person to give his answer to the committee. The Executive
Secretary stated that it must be realized the position in which he is placed,
and the responsibilitics he must shoulder,

The Minutes of the meetings of April 10th and 11th were adopted as recorded,
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3. Method of Recording Minutes iy R

R. Obata stated that the proper way to record minutes is to state a person's
opinion designated by their nameé. He was of the opinion that this was necessary
in order that when executive committee members are elected, people will know more
about them, i.e., newspapers quote opinions expressed in City Couneil meetings.,
He was reminded that newspapers often misquoted.

(Recording Secretary's note: When recording opinions and suggestions expressed,
I have not considered it of prime importance to
designate them as being given by one particular person, I have done this work
on the basis that the executive committee is an eleected body -charged with the
responsibility of working in co-operation one with another on all questions to
arrive at courses of action which they conclude is to the best interest of
Japanese Canadians, and in the belief that in a group thought process, one

does not attribute certain expressed thoughts to the sole credit or discredit
of one individual,)

The Recording Secretary stated that she could not accept the criticism that the
method of recording Minutes to date was not "proper”, but would be pleased

to carry out any specific instructions of the Executive Committee on this mat-
ter should they request it, She further requested that parliamentary procedure
be followed by this Committee in future as the continual crossfire of discussion
that takes place in the meetings and the members' lack of courtesy to the Chair
made her duties as Recording Secretary an extremely difficult task,

AGREED That we adhere more strictly to parliamentary procedure and observe
the Chair,

MOTION #2 - MOVED by R. Obata and seconded by Y. Hyodo
THAT where a member requests that his opinions regarding certain
.1ssues or subject under discussion he recorded, it should
be included in the Minutes as that person's opinion,
; CARRIED.

MOTION #3 - MOVED by R. Obata and seconded by T. Umezuki
THAT on any issues discussed in the National Executive Committee,

where possible, all points of view be recorded in very concise
form, CARRIED,

The Recording Secretary asked if the above two Motions were intended to charge
her with negligence in both respects. R, Obata stated that this was not his
intent -- he merely wished to put these points on record. X

WITH REFERENCE TO MOTION #1

Exec, Secy. - As the Executive Secretary, if I find that it is advisable to ask a
' particular person to attend a meeting, does that mean that I must
ask for the executive committee members' permission? As regards my
inviting Mr. Brewin to the April 1lth meeting, I did so because in
my judgment I felt it was absolutely necessary, There may be in-
stances where- I must invite a person on the spot and it would be im-
possible for me to contact the members for consultation first, Anm:

I also to be completely governed by Motion #17? 5

-

J. Oki ‘= I would agree that it may be different in your position as Executive Secretary,

F, Nogami - Although other committee members are required to call people it should
not apply to the National Executive Secretary,
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MOTION #4 - MOVED by T. Umezuki and seconded by T. Sagara
THAT where there is not sufficient time to mention it on the
Agenda when it is sent out, the conditions of the Motion (¥1)
requiring polling of the members as to their consent to have
certain persons present at an executive committee meeting,
should not apply to the Executive Secretary but that it be
left to his discretion. CARRIED.

‘BUSINESS:

1., COMMISSICONER'S SETTLEMENT PROPOSAL ON CLAIMS:

(a) Report on Co-operative Committee Meetings -

Exec, Secy, - At the Co-operative Committee meeting held on Thursday, the
- Secretary, Margaret Boos, reported the results received across

the country from claimants on the vote on the proposal and I
also presented what I had received, All the results received
to Monday, May 9th, were reported. The results were to be com-
piled and passed on to the Commissioner, The Co-operative Com-
mittee could not take the responsibility of interpreting the
results, The Co-operative Committee would only take the res-
ponsibility for compiling and conveying the facts of the survey, -
One point brought up was whether it would be consistent with
the terms of reference if the Government is to be guided by the
majority decision of claimants to go ahead with the over-all
‘principle, The Committee felt that it would put the Government
in an awkward position. No expression from Mr, Brewin could be
had as he had to leave the meeting,

The results indicated 450 claimants accepting the proposidl and
57, including the Toronto votes, rejecting the proposal,

That is, approximately 887 accepting and 12% rejecting., Some
6 or 7 indicated that they were undecided,

I am told that the Commissioner will be arriving in Toronto,
tomorrow, ; -

T, Umezuki - In addition, I have heard that Winnipeg claimants accepted
unanimously,

Exec, Secy. - 2 or 3 Chapters in British Columbia did not indicate the number
who attended or accepted and so are not included in the
450 number, 500 claimants represent 50% of the claimants re-
taining the Co-operative Com, Mr, Virtue's claimants of almost
300 claimants have accepted this proposal. Over 100 claimants
wrote in individually, one-half in English and one-half in
Japanese,

I move adoption of this report.

F, Nogami - I second it,
: :
R, Obata - I'm not sure on your point that only the percentages are to be
referred to the Commissioner, ‘
Exec, Secy. - I have specifically stated many times that the Co-operative
Committee will not interpret the figures but-pass on just the
actual figures, '
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R, Obata - They are not officially asking the Commissioner to interpret. the '
res U.lt’ﬁ i . T by ommesamm
‘Exec. Secy. - The Co-operativa'Cpmmiitee has-been.taking'the position that
- it should not interpret the figures.. - .

R, Obata - If 90% have accepted this, who is to. take the responsibility of
deciding that 10% will be deprived of the individual hearings? - . :
Exec, Secy. - I believe that the Co-qperati%e_ﬂoﬁmitﬁee will not interpret
the percentages. A motion was not definitely passed but
it has been discussed and at the last meeting, it was agreed, . .

R, Obata - When this question was asked at the last meeting, the Co-operative
Committee was not well attended, Mr. Brewin felt that the Com- - .
missioner would have the majority rule on the method of settIs—"
ment, . : : Tgre : :

Executive Secretary's Report CARRIED.

(b) National JCCA Future Plans Respecting the Claims Question

— 1 . " ' S P

Je Oki - Counsel and the Co-operative Committee would have to stand by their .:.¢
recommendations, It seems that the Commissioner has already been no-""
tified of this recommendation to claimants, Mr. Brewin said Counsel
could have accepted without consulting claimants, Mr. Brewin indica-
ted that he had proposed certain percentages. The Commissioner's
percentages were so close that he could not but accept, Claimants
should make the final decisions, If this proposal was imposed on
claimants, they would have to accept. : : ;

Exec. Secy. - Regarding the point where Mr. Brewin stated that, as Counsel
for Client, he could continue with negotiations for a client
because he has been retained as Counsel -- he does have the right
to go ahead and act for clients,

J, Oki - Counsel cannot decide for him., He must let claimants make the final
decision, Mr, Brewin said that he was in a position to make a de-
cision without consulting claimants,

Exec, Secy. - That is dependent on the judgment of Counsel, Whether he should
consult or not with the client., He has full authority to act
on behalf of clients, CEan H
- it
K, Hidaka - There are two types of problems, one of law, and on this the lawyer
has to exercise his own good judgment, That is to be conceded
- by everyone. On technicalities of law, the lawyer has to say. On
the other matter which is mainly on the matter of the evaluations,
¢ - here; Counsel has to put final decision on the claimant.
Exec. Secy. - From my conversations with Mr, Brewin and Mr, McMaster, I know -
: that Mr, Brewin leaves many detailed matters to Mr. McMaster,
The percentages Crown Counsel arrived at were put to Mr, McMaster
before Mr. Brewin, Crown Counsel at first suggested the percen-
tages,. :

-

g B s
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R, Obata - We were called to Mr. Brewin's to discuss the first offer ever made.
At that time we were led to believe that that was just a feeler. Mr,
Brewin was to "search out the Commissioner's mind", The percentages
were merely those of Crown Counsel., The claimants did not have any
chance to make a decision. - :

Exec, Secy. - We held this meeting in Mr, Brewin's home which was called by me as
Executive Secretary, Mr. Brewin was leaving for Vancouver and we
felt that we should meet with him, The Commission was to hold a
hearing and Mr, McMaster asked Mr. Brewin to come to Vancouver be-
cause of the importance of the consultations, Mr. Virtue was also
asked to meet with them,

M, Sato - As I remember it, Mr, Brewin did state that if the committee accepted
- the over-all settlement, he would go to Vancouver and if it was not agree=
able, he would not,

I. Uchida - Mr. Shin and I wanted to hold a meeting in Toronto after that but Mr,
Brewin said it would not be necessary.

Execc, Secy, = Mr. Hunter's proposals were given at that meeting, The over-all
principle was the question put. All agreed that the figures were
too 10Wi

R, Obata - They’afé'quite aware that a certain group was thoroughly dissatisfied
at the meeting. What can be done about these people,

Chair - To what meeting are you referring, when was the meeting,

R, Obata - At the Friday meeting, the Executive Secretary spoke for one and a half
hours. It-was in English and 95% could understand better in Japanese,
There was not encugh time to translate the talk into Japanese word for
word, The claiments were not all aware of the points involved and the
vote resulted in the majority accepting. After the meeting, some claim-
ants felt they did not receive a full explanation of the proposals, and
they decided to hold another meeting. At that meeting, the people who

- took the opposite view spoke up, These peoplé are representative even
though they are a minority, As a National Executive, we should do some-
thing, perhaps it is too late in view of the other opinion. But even
if it is just recording their rejection, something should be done. It
was not a fair presentation,

Chair - Are you questioning the Executive Secretary's loyalty to the claimants?

|
R. Obata »~ No, but I don't think the presentation was adequate,

Chair - When the presentation was made on the understarding of all that has trans-
pired through Counsel, etc,? :

Exec, Secty. - Regarding my presentation to claimants, my responsibility was to
inform them fully of what the Co-operative Committee advised., I
have stated to JCCA Executives not to mention to elaimants the Na=
tional Executive Committee's endorsation of the Co-operative Com-
mittee's reconmendation unless it is requested of them by claimants,
I felt that”claimants should have the right to decide on their own

. without further pressure by what was decided here, Although I am.
a claimant myself, I felt that I should remember that I am repre-
senting and speaking for the Co-operative Committee., I have pointed
out, or tried to point out, what the Co-operative Committee advised
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and their reasons for doing so, and also the outcome should they
take any other course, In ry understanding there were only two~*
courses: one, to accept, and one, to reject., There was only one
clear definite alternative. The Cormissioner might not have thie-
claims heard individually but, on the other hand, he might have
then heard individually., I have gone over these things with Mr,
McMaster fully., Mr. McMaster is the only one who'knows the story
fully. My job was to present the Co-operative Committee's advice
or recommendation. I certainly did not intimidate the claimants
into accepting the Co-operative Committee!s advice, I went out of
my way to indicate and state that the JCCA was not in a position
to influence or advise the.claimants. It was their privilege and
right to decide for themselves, I do not think that on that basis
my talk to the claimants or the executives throughout the country
was weighted one way or other, Because there was no alternative,
I had to present the advice of the Cormittee., If this Committee
came to the conclusion that the only thing that the claimants could
do would be to reject it 100%, that would have been 2 different
matter, But even then, in that case, it would have been our res-
ponsibility to indicate the financial position im which it would
place them. What they owe financially to the lawyers. I have seen
Mr, McMaster and know that he was worked two years without pay,
camot let this go lightly, Claimsnts across the country have ad-
mitted that it would be hopeless to raise any more money, The only
other decision wzs to advise lOOm rE1eut10n and rais¢ the money,

R, ‘Obata - Is it definitely only one alternative - the individual hearings basis?
Mr. Brewin said he was not certain but that was what he believed,
Scme claimants would say that this is a case of bargaining.

Chair - If the Commissioner had called-for individual hearings would we be able
to raise the money? - :

R, Obata - Some would be willing to raise more than a further 2%¥. Some said this
after the second appeal.

Exec, Secy. - I have spoken to all Provincial executives and some claimants who
have come up to, me individually after claimants' meetings, as in
- Ft. William, A11 felt they would not pay any further funds,
J. Oki’- 4 lot are willing to pay more, Claimants have becn discouraged and to
some these percentages are acceptable, We are aiming at Jjustice,

Exec, Secy - We are all agreed that thie is not Justics,

K, Hidaka - We should get the best ‘erms possitle, The Co-opetative Committee
sent.a letter asking for acceptance, Claimants were quite disturbed
at the wording of the letter. "It cmphasized that they have not much
choice but to accept, It is unders cod that the Exec, Secy, had no
alternative buf to present the same wiew; - But the ‘claimants have
a complaint that they were not given = iall enough presentation of
all aspects of this question. It is for that reason that.a good
many of them, although they considered it favourably Friday, did nnt_
hold the same view after further consideration, If other centres
had held our kind of meeting, thcy wou'd have had a charice to see
the other adpects, If we are going to dizruss other plans, that is
an impﬂrtaﬂt factor, : T

Chair - At the Sunday meeting, did "ﬁy ci you make reconnendations of leadership
on this question?
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R, Obata - The claimants signed a petition rejeéting the proposal and desiring a
revision of the settlement.

Chair - Could we have the wording of the resalutiﬂn_ﬁassed at the Sunday Meeting?

K. Hidaka - May 8, 1949, addressed to Miss Marparet Boos, Secretary, The Co-operative

Committee on Japanese Canadians:

"We, the undersigned claimants, have given very careful consideration to
the propesal of the Dominion Government and the Commissioner, Mr. Jus-
tice Bird, for the settlement of Japanese Evacuation Claims,

We regret very much that the proposed percentage increases on t he Custo-
dian's selling price are insufficient and we must, therefore, consider
the proposal unacceptable,

We request that the Co-operative Commlttec have its general counsel
advise the Dominion Government and the Commissioner of our decision and
press for a revision of the proposal," GSigned by fifty elaimants,

R, Obata - Mr. Umegzuki gave a faithful translation at the Sunday meeting, Other
‘views of what would happen if the proposal was rejected and the other side
was presented, The petition was brought up at the end, Some were unde-
cided, : :

T. Umezuki - It seems to me that after the Sunday meeting, after two hours, that

people understood my explanation, and some went home, At the last,
Mr. Shin proposed this resolution on the suggestion of Mr., Kameoka
who knew beforehand that it was forthcoming, Then it was presented

in Japanese, Kunio Hidaka and Mr. Shin prepared this resclution, it
seems to me, First, in English by Kunio and translated into Japanese,
and the Japanese was more strongly worded than the English, Then
discussion followed, then anyone, whether he was’ satisfied or deter-
mined to accept the proposal could not say "no" because of the circum=~
stances of the meeting, because the Chairman of the meeting (Mr. Mio)
expressed strong indignation. Some people hesitated to sign because
they had voted to accept. They would feel guilty because they had
accepted and therefore went home,

Another point is that the Sunday meeting was only to make more clearly
understood the proposals - that was the purpose of the meeting, I did
not know the true purpose of the meeting, OSeems to me it should have
been to take away any misunderstanding,

R,. Obata - Other opinions were expressed besides and that is the only way to present
1t

T, Umezuki =~

What was the result of yesterday's meeting with Brewin?

Brewin has a copy of the resolution with signatures,

T, Umezuki ~ Did you think the claimants at the Sunday meeting would be willing to

accept if the Commissioner decided to hear individual claims?

J, Oki - If that is the decieion, I think they will be,

K, Hidaka -~ The claimants pressed for revision of percentages,

Chair - Would the people who signed the petition be willing to face individual hear-
ings costs?

T, Unmezuki ~ I am doubtful about that point,

Source: Nil}l@N@Q{f@\ﬂae_&}ﬂﬁéj@-52-16-% : e

whaned Nikkeimuseum.org



-8 -

Chair - I asked Mr. Shin, 'If you have the Sunday meeting, would you be willing
to accept individual hearings.' He stated that he wanted the over-all
settlement. Mr. Shin did not mention individual hearings,

R, Obata - No one objected to the over-all settlement, They are in favour of
getting something for everyone on the over-all settlement. They
decided the low percentages were unfair, - I

Chair - Was the possibility of individual hearings presented to them clearly?

B, Obats - 1% woo'metitionkd many $dmes, ... - .. 0 - o oobog
K. Hidaka - I think the statement is clear enough and the expression of the
meeting 1s something to go on,

Exec, Secy. - Regarding the informing of claimants re possibility of individual
hearings and the necessity of raising further funds which Mr. :
McMaster felt very likely if that should be the outcome, if I did
not stress to them that this might be so, the claimants would not
have been informed of this possibility when asked in that eventu-
ality by Counsel or the Co-operative Committee for an additional

R, Obata - But they understood the conditions of rejection,
Exec, Secy - Not "conditions", but "possibilities",

R, Obata - Therefore, I am convinced that these people are prepared on the alter-
native,

Chair - I do not feel that we should act further on Sunday's meeting until we
are sure that the claimants are willing to pay and go through with it,
We cannot work on suppositions, Until we know from these people who
were at the meeting that they are preparéd to carry this thing through,
we would be treading on dangerous ground,

R. Obata - It is our National Executive Committee's duty to find out if they are
prepared to carry this through,

Exec, Secy.- The Co-operative Committee has a definite number of those who
accepted or rejected. There might be the possibility that the Com-
missioner may take exception to those who signed it, If that hap-
pens there is the chance that a few may get more and some may get
nothing on Vancouver property, There may be other possibilities,
These people who signed may be taken out and dealt with separately,

R. Obata - There may be 100'S of others who want to be in a similar position,

J. Oki - We should contact these people.

Exec, Secy. - Regardless of what the Commissioner will do, they should take time
Lo think over the possibility that they may have to pay out.

T, Umezulei - Roger, seems to me you are wrong - I don't think they considered
this money question so seriously on Sunday.

R. Obata - People who signed felt they could get more this way,

T, Umezuki -.The pecple Just signed to record their protest to the proposal figures,

Source: Nikkel MNational Museurn, 2015-16-1-52-16-6a
il Nikkeimuseum.org



o

T, Kameoka - Yes, that is right, Mr. Shin also agreed that he is not against the

over-all settlement, The Japanese translation of the resolution was
stronger than the English, .

I, Uchida -~ The idea of most of the Issei claimants was that they wanted the Co-
operative Committee and the National Executive Committee to do some-
thing more,

T, Kameoka - Peoplé wanted merely a revision of the percentages,

T, Umezuki - I took the atmosphere of the meeting to be that the Co-operative Commit-

tee and the National Executive Committee be asked to do one thing more,

AGREED to continue meeting on Thursday night, May 12, at 8:00 p.m,

AGREED to invite the Toronto Sub-Committee on Claims to the Thursday meeting,

AGREED that a deputation meet with the Commissioner on his arrival in Toronto, Depu-

tation to consist of the Executive Secretary, George Tanaka; Roger Obata, and
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would reflect on all the Japanese Canadians., There is such a great dif-
ference between total claims of $5,000,000 and the awards of (800,000,

I would like that point brought out, I would not say that the valuators
were wrong in their valuations, but I would state th absence of the
owners as one of thé reasons to the Commissioner which resulted in the
low valuations made,

K, Hidaka - On the point regarding evaluations, I would like to impress upon the Com-
missioner that the owner must be in the negotiations if a fair value is
to be set, If a property is to be valued, consideration should be given
the owner'!s views, In this instance, the amount thé person put down on
his claim is in a sense a part of the owner's views,

R, Obata - Therefore, it should have been referred to the claimants,

K, Hidaka - A fair market value is arrived at when there is a willing seller and a
willing buyer under no compulsion to act - a woluntary thing, Mr. Shin's
point is therefore important.

R, Obata - They could not proceed on that point, The settlement should have been
referred to the claimants first,

J, Oki - No one should set the percentages except the claimants,
Chair - You think they could have done it?

J. Oki ~ When the evaluators came to a decision, it should have been referred to the
claimants, They should have come to some decision as to each property.
Counsel should have referred it back to the claimants before mentioning it
to the Commissioner,

Exec, Secy. - That would only be possible when the Co-operative Committee is able
to refer to each individual piece of property.

T, Umezuki - Tt would not be fair to other claimants,

J. Oki - Then how did they arrive at the percentages.

Chair - The claimants left their property six years ago and changes have taken place,
J. Oki - They were to take 1943 values, |

M, Kitagawa - How would they evaluate -- if papers are avallabla, then they would have
a record of the valuations.

Exec, Secy., - Another difficulty is that the submissions or valuations could be con-
gsidered as not in line with what the claimants want, The Co-operative
Committee had great difficulty in getting evidence, as for instance,
in the case of property sold by auction, :

J, Oki - There is the same difficulty with valuators; they are watching their own -
welfare in view of their own work, Therefore, the valuations will be low,
The evidence presented by the claimants should have been more important
than the valuators!,

Exec, Secy. - The reason for hiring evaluators was to get further evidence. In the
case of properties sold by auction, it did not work out very well,
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NOTES ON THE NATIONAL JCCA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD MAY 12, 1949, 2.30 p.m
AT WOODSWORTH HOUSE, TORONTO, ONTARIO.

Those Present - M. Kitagawa, E. Nogami, T. Umezuki, J, Oki, T, Kameoka, R, Obata,

- K. Hidaka, K, Tanaka,'N. Fujita, G, Tanaka, 5, Shinobu, three
members of the Toronto sub-committee on Claims - Mr. T. Sakamoto,
Mr, T, Sumi, Mr. Z, Shin, and Mr, T. Mio who chaired the Sunday
Claimants! meeting. (K. Tanaka in the Chair),

Regrets Received - I. Kawajiri, Rev. Shimizu, Rev, Tsuji, T. Sagara, I, Uchida,
' P. Yamada, Y. Hyodo. i

Absentees - J. Ide, E, Nose, M, Sato,

Chair - We have with us to-night representative Issei Claimants who are here at
our invitation,

Could we have a report from the sub-committee which is to meet with the — - -
Commissioner? :
Exec, Secy, - We met for one hour yesterday to talk over what the delegation
should say to the Commissioner on the chance that we could meet
with the Commissioner today. The Commissioner is not in town,
I have just spoken to Mr, Brewin and he has not heard from the
Commissioner although he was supposed to be in Toronto today.

Mr, Shin - I feel that if we expect the Commissioner to be here it is a good
chance to explain how the claimants are feeling,

T, Umezuki ~ I would like Mr. Shin to express the real intention of the Toronto
claimants, At the Sunday meeting they stated they could not accept
the.proposal, but on the whole, it has been accepted according to
the results of the vote across the country, In that event, do we :
say that we cannot be satisfied with the Cormissioner's proposal?. . .
Or that you would like something further done on this proposal?

Was the feeling of the meeting that they could not, under any cir-
cunstances, accept the Commissioner's proposals? No matter how much
it costs, is it the intent of the claimants that they go through
regardless, with individual hearings?

Mr, Shin - I could not take the responsibility of saying that they desire to go
through, regardless, with the individual hearings because each person
was not asked, From the feelings expressed, they feel the present
offer is not enough as understood by everyone, I made my claim in

sincerity and honesty and would want to press it to the final POdint. e o

‘but T know this to be an idealistic position to take, If the pro-
posals are still in the bargaining stage, I would not want to accept :
the settlement as they are at present, I would like one more attempt: i <=5
made and would like this Committee to take action from the point of
view of a claimant,

Chair - Mr. Shin, could you offer us.some suggestions as to how you think we should
proceed? . : -

Mr, Shin - I do not have any suggestions, but I heard that the valuators figures
~~ were not good., I feel that that was so., If they are not sympathetic,
valuators would not evaluate in our favour, You must have the owner
and the buyer to produce the real market price,
I would like the Commissioner requested to take into consideration that
when the claims were made they were made conscientiously., I personally
felt that all claims should be made in honesty because otherwise it
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J. Oki - You cannot valuate anything sold by auction.

Exec. Secy. - When Counsel is representing a person making a claim, it is ne-
cessary to substantiate the claim, That is the whole purpose of -
hiring evaluators,

J. Oki - No one could go out and get evidence, The evacuees claim should have
been honoured rore, ;

Chair - We cannot say what the Commissioner should have done,

Exec, Secy, - They did a great deal of work on the evaluitions of Fraser Valley
property and considered the relationship between assessment and
sales of property sales other than Japanese Canadian, also, crop
values were investigated and compiled in statistical form,

J. Oki - The farms owned by Whites cannot be compared with Japanese farms, To
consider the farm as it is today is nothing to go on, Only the farmer
knows the value of his crops,

K, Hidaka - If the person was not under compulsion to sell, then, if he was not
getting a fair price, he would not have sold, The owner's claim should
be the foundation to set the fair market value, ; .

L. Obata - It may be these people are not considering the "date of sale". Do you .
' think, Mr, Shin, that people considered it in that light rather than at
"date of evacuation"? :

Mr, Shin - We understood that, but it is a difficult matter. I want to give one
example, In 1919, I purchased property at $750 cash, I claimed $3500,
At the time I bought it # acres were cleared, others in bushes,and
there was a little house, I built a lean-to, a barn at the cost of
3300, a bunkhouse at the cost of 3300, 3% acres were cleared and

2 acres left with standing green timber. Therefore, I considered
$3500 a fair price. (I carried house insurance of 51000). The Custo=-
dian sold it for §$730. 80% of $730 is to be awarded, making a total
of $1300, Therefore, I do not think it fair -- I just want to tell
the Commissioner and ask him,

T. Umezuki ~ I understood after the last meeting, on'Tuesday, we decided to do
something, Tonight we should formulate what we can do, Therefore,
let us discuss one by one, what we can do,

J. Oki - First thing to do is hold back those reports,

R, Obata - There is a difference between straight figures and receiving the actual
telegrams and statements from the claimants across the country, as
Mr. Shin would like to maké a statement regarding the honesty of the
claims to the Commissioner, :

J. Oki - Were just the percentages presented to the Commissioner?

Ixec, Secy. - Yes, but they would be going by areas, Mr. Brewin noted both the.
vote at the first meeting and the second meeting for Toronto.

Chair - The claimants in general are agreed on the method of settlement?

—————

K, Hidaka - Conditional upon getting a fair price, .
b
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Chair - Claimants then are not prepared to.go through on the individual hearings basis?

J. Oki - We cannot say so, ie are prepared to go through with it -- as individuals.

R, Obata - We cannot assume one way or other,
K, Hidaka - If the awards are close to the claims then it would be acceptable,
Exec, Secy. - The acceptance is then relative?

Chair - There is this clear alternative -~ we have the right to have the individual
hearings, therefore, that is not an assumption, The second, the revision of
the settlement proposal), is an assumption, . FORE . ¢

J. Oki - They are equally likely and equal assumptions, I think you are misleading,

Because both are assumptions, - :

Chair - If we wanted, we could press for the individual hearings. :
R, Obata - We could not under this present proméal. - '
Exec, Secy. - That is right.

R, Obata - Our Counsel indicated to the Commissioner that they recommended acceptance,

Exec, Secy., - When did they indicate that to the Commission? I am certain that that
is not the case, I have always expressed to the Co-operative Committee
that the Co-operative Committee cannot take the responsibility of in-
terpreting the claimants! decision and that the Co-operative Cormittec
should refer this proposalito the claimants, Uhen I spoke to-Mr. Brewin
at a certain stage of the proceedings, he had not made up his mind. I
stressed that point to himand I know I influenced him on that point.,
The next day, I took from his attitude that he had made up his mind
that I was right and would take into consideration all that I mad stated,
I know that from my talks with individual members of the Co-operative

- Cormittee and at their meetings they feel.that they could not take the
responsiblility of interpreting the vote on the proposal after hearing
from the claimants, :

K., Hidaka - There is a difference between reférring and recommending the matter to
another party. Mr, Brewin has recommended acceptance to the Co-operative
Committee and the Co-operative Committee acceptance to claimants,

Chair - Mr, McMaster has been ﬁrying these past many months to improve the figures,

J. Oki - Our Counsel stated that the Commissioner knows thé recommendation, .

Exec, SGCE-_f Mr. Brewin will try to influence the Commissioner to improve the figu;es.
R, Obata - Therefore, he should refer back to the claimants, .

Chair - We are not in a position to bargain because of t he individual heafings alter-
native. : :
s

R. Obata - But he has not stated that individual hearings will be had,

K, Hidaka - Are we anticipating that certain people here will mect with the Commigsioner?
We could bring to the attention of the Commissioner certain individual
cases where 80 is out of line,: If we could bring it to his attention, .
it might impress him, '
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Exec, Secy. - If the Commissioner states alternative cases, which indicate the
- opposite of our contention, what would we do? I agree that we
should do something, I was just trying to anticipate the atti-
tude of the Commissioner,
K, Hidaka - If the Commissioner's mind is set, there is no use speaking to him,
: - We could bring up what cases we have., In the Proceedings of the
Public Accounts Committee, a survey shows a number of cases where
property did not have clear title and could not be sold by VLA,
The Custodian advertised and sold it, Increases werc far above £0%,
In these cases, we should impress upon the Commissioner that the
Custodian's selling price would rot be the same as a deal negoti-
ated by the Commissioner himself,

Js Okl - The results of the voting should be studied first, The Commissioner
does not know yet of certain reservations?

R, Obata - If we have an interview with the Commissioner, it would be more posi-
tive if we nullify the 90% figure, How will we do that, That "is- -
the only way the Commissioner will be swayed. The Commissioner will
- say that 907 accepted, ile should start something in motion immediately '~
to nullify it,

K, Hidaka - The claimants have heard the recommendation of the Co-operative Com-
mittee for acceptance, ] R e

R, Obata - More than that, is it not important that the National Executive Come
: .mittee recommended acceptance, :

Lxec, Secy, - When I spoke to the various JCCA Provinecial Executive Cormittee
: members during my reccnt trip on the subject of the Commissionerts -

proposal to claimants and the Co-operative Committee's recommenda-
tion to claimants, I stressed to the JCCA Committee members that
it would be best to refrain from mentioning the National JCCA's
endorsation of the Co-operative Committee recormendation unless
they are asked by claimamts what the JCCA advised in the matters - — -
I stated that claimants should not be influenced in their deci-
sion by the National JCCA's decision endorsing the Co-operative -
Committee!s recommendation

R, Obata - Your talk in other centres was the same as in Toronto?

Exec, Secy. - In Toronto, the National JCCA's endorsation of the Co-operative Com-
mittee's recommendation to claimants was brought up when it should
not have been. It should not have been brought up at that time,

R, Obata - Then the point of giving leadership was for nothing, -
It was the decision Df_the Executive Commiittee that was important._

Exec, Secy. - When we were doing it, we felt it a very difficult job., We anti-
cipated that the claimants would not like it. There was the chance
that claimants would ask for advice, The JCCA in a2ll the Provinces
must be in a position to give that advice to claimants, Therefore
it was necessary for the National JCCA to provide a lead to all

the chapters as to what they should advise claimants in the event’
they arc asked, At the time we were faced with the problem, it
looked difficult, When I left right after those last meetings, I
felt that one thing we had to keep in mind was that if we tried

to lead the claimants to reject it, we should offer a plan, The - - -

K, i - ‘.
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only way to do it was 100% rejection and fight this thing through
on the individual basis. . .. ... :

=il g 11T i

R, Obata - Are we agreed that to rake an effective change is to nullify the-90%-vete,

5 M A AR o S mom e e

Chair = I do not feel we have the time to, Perhaps a better way is to prepare gome-
thing to present to the Minister of Justice; explaining the reasons for the
majority of the people accepting it, showing that they are not satisfied, that
the high percentages are not acutally high, If we could write out some kind
of brief, We could meet with the Commissioner when he comes here and send a
statement to the Minister of Justice, That may influence him when Justice
Bird. speaks with the Minister of Justice, s

Js Oki - Another point we might consider is to send a report to each Provineial Chap-
‘ter stating that there is considerable opposition to acceptance in Toronto
and if there is not a similar feeling in thei r area.

Exec., Secy, - The Provineial Chapters will hear through these Minutes, = f¥~;4-

I, Umezuki - If we decide to send a statement to Justice Bird, then we should send
& copy, including a letter from the Executive Committee regarding-the—-
‘two recent meetings explaining the develcpments to the Chapters.

MOTION #1 - MOVED by T, Umezuki and seconded by S, Shinobu et e
THAT we accept the suggestion of Mr. Chairman, That we prepare a state-
ment or brief containing all the arguments that we have discussed tonight
-and other times as explicitly as possible and present it to Mr, Justiee
Bird through our delegation and submit a copy to the Minister of Justice.

T. Umezuki - In case we cannot get Mr, Bird hefe, we should mail a copy to'fim in--"
Ottawa to ensure his receiving it, '

MOTION #1 '= .CARRIED, s ' : el o L

S, Shinobu - It seems the only thing we can do.

R, Obata - It seems to me that they would like to see something more positive, I
don't think it will get us anywhere, It is all to the good but something
effective has to be done fast, The only suggestion I have is that if this
Committee feels that there are other members feeling the same across the
country, we get postponement of Commissioner Bird acting on the 90% accep-
tance,

M, Kitagawa - If the claimants were that concerned, they would have let us know by Tiow.

R, Obata ~ Torento can ﬁe taken as a barometer, e = e
J, Oki - Could we ask for a postponement of the Commissioner!'s action?
Chair - We have now decided to send a Brief to the Commissioner,
MOTION #2 - MOVED by J. Oki and seconded by R. Obata -
THAT we ask the Executive Secretary to send a letter with information
to the Chapters of the discussions on this subject in Committee,
stating the opposition in Toronto and ask if a similar situation
-exists in their area, and that they send a reply. CARRIED.

Exec, Secy. - If there was such a situation, would they not have informed us?
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M, Kitagawa - We would have heard long ago if there was.

N, Fujita - May I have some explanation as to what is meant when we tall about .the _
' "other side of: the picture". So far, I have nothing for the records
as to what has been meant, For what reasons, for instance, did-the.
Sunday meeting vote rejection of the proposals?

R. Obata ~ The points expressed in favour of rejection, or the reasons given for
rejection of this proposal are because: j B

1. The claimants could interpret this as a first offer. It is their
opinion that it is open for further negotiations under the over-
all settlement proposal, : i

2. In view of the fact that the Government has requested such se-
crecy on this matter some would interpret that as being a step
by the Government to settle the question of evacuation claims
without individpal hearings at a minimum possible compensation.

S, Shinobu - I believe Mr. Brewin explained that point to us (2). He felt that
: Justice Bird had a right to ask that this be Kept confidential
until this matter is ready to be released.

Exec, Secy, - These do not present the other side. - '
The fact that the Commissioner only gave four weeks for the answers
could be interpreted as coercion, '

Chair - Are there other reasons? : ’

R, Obata - 3, In view of the fact that a claimant has made a truthful claim, '
acceptance of the Government's totally inadequate proposal would
be an outright admission that his claims were not truthful,

- L, Umezuki - I cannot agree that the points were put like that, I don't say
that they were not brought up -- but not so strongly as that,

R, Obata - 4, Some claimants felt that the way the Co-operative Committee letter
was written brought pressure upon them to sign for acceptance,

2. The offer was to try to stay in line with "the terms of reference"
but inducements outside the terms were included in this present
offer and we were told we would risk losing this.,

K. Hidaka - 6. Under the terms of reference, the claimants are entitled to re-
: ceive the fair market value but percentage increases are nowhere
near the fair market value,

Exec, Secy. = With regard to the delegation to meet the Commissioner, Mr, - Brewin
feels that he should be present and at least speak to the Commis-
sioner beforehand, as the Commissioner may not agree to meeting
‘with an individual delegation, He felt that as claimants' lawyer,
he should be present, Mr. Justice Bird is a lawyer and can be a
stickler for ethics. - :
We could leave it to Mr., Shin to say what he has said, Without
offending Mr. Brewin, we could discuss the evaluations. So long as
something can be done, we should do it,

AGREED TO MEET AGAIN TUESDAY EVENING, May 17th, 1949.

»
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NOTES ON THE NATIONAL JCCA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD MAY 1'75-«59&9,-, ‘8,30 p.m.,
AT THE CENTRAL YMCA, TORONTO, ONTARIO.

Theee Preeent - K, Tanaka, J, Oki, .G, Tanaka, Y, Hyede, K ‘Hidaka, R Obete, F, Nogami,

Ty Sagere, T. Kameoka, T, Umezuki, N, Fujita, S, _Shlnebu.
(K_ Tanaka in the Chair). - AU

Heerete Received - Rev, K, Shimizu, Rev. T Tsujl, I. Kawajiri, M, Sato, P;-Yamada,
- M, Kitagawa, :

DELEGATTON TO MEET WITH COMMISSIONER

The Executive Secretary reported that Cemmleelener Bird's stop-over in Toronto was
too brief to arrange a meeting with him, and the Commissioner was'in town only for
his own personal reasons, Mr. Brewin, hewever, was able to talk with himand a
memorandum from Mr. Brewin on his- cenvereetiene w1th the Gemmleelener was read.

A pelnt neted in the memorendum was the Cemm1551oner'e statement that the ""proposal
for settlement" was not, in his opinien, a settlement, Counsel has understssd that
the proposals were effered as a settlement, The Commissioner states that he does

not have the authority to make the proposals definite, but that it is up to the
Goverrnment, Commissioner Bird has gone to Ottawa to confer with the Minister of
Justice, The Commissioner now states that it was a matter of approvity the method

of settlement. However, the Committeé felt it could not be overlooked that the Com-
missioner was protecting himself. because he did not have' authority from the Government
to finalize the settlement, :

Discussion re Further Action

- Commissioner should be written in Dttewe.

= Original plan should be carried out.

- Would it be possible tp send a delegation to the Minister of Juetlee whlle the
Cormissicner is in Ottawa?

- A Brief might be. sent out, addressed to the Govermment, to the Minister of Justice,

- Cohmunications should be sent while Mr. Bird is in Dttawe..

- Arrangements should be made through Mr. Brewin. : A

- Mr, Brewin stated that what the Commissioner had said about the proposal be1ng
toncerned only with a method of settlement was not what he underetdod

- The acceptableness of the method depenis on the percentages,

- We should communicate directly stating that the method is acceptable when the
percentages are just,

- Mr. Brewin stated that the Commissioner would receive the National JCCA delege-
tion on behalf of the Government, not on' his own as Commissioneér, —= -~ "7

- It does not change the Commissionsr's position as far as his evidence is concerned,

- I fecl that the claimants are put in a weaker position by the Commissiomr's sbate-
ment ,

-.We are responsible, as well as Counsel, end should do° something now’ as ‘thére is
danger that the percentages will be less in the end, °

- A statement from this organization should be eent dlreetly to the Minister of Jus-
tice,

- Mr, Brewin felt that if the JCCA acted on behalf of elalments as an organization,
there is a possibility for an appointment,

- How would a statement from us to the Goverrnment chenge or reduce our opportunity
to see the Commissioner?

- It would be better to have Mr. Brewin in a delegation to Ottawa,

- One purpose of the delegation 1¢ to present the Brief, then edd to it in the 1nter—
view, & .
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MOTION #1 - MOVED by J. Oki and seconded by R, Obata ;
THAT a delegation be arranged to see the Commissioner and the Minister
of Justice in Ottawa (the arrangements to be discussed with Mr, Brewin),
to present a statement for the purpose of bettering the.position of’
the claimants with respect to restitution on property losses claims,

Discussion on thﬁ Mntlun

The statement should be sent anyway if the appointment cannot be arranged. =
Is our purpose to move the Commissioner to bring in a modified proposal or
recommendation, or approaching the Department of Justice so they will bring out
a revised proposal? Do we copnsider the Commissioner and Minister of Justice

to ,E’Bth er.

- We are dealing with the Government, as the Commissioner will see us as a repre-
sentative of the Government, not as the Commissioner, Our approach is there-
fore to the Government, So far as the Commissioner is concerned, his posi-
tion will not be changed,

- We may not be able to see the Minister but perhaps the Deputy Minister.

- There is not much use in seeing the Commissioner now,

-~ The Commissioner is in the position of a Judge, He would not modify his de=-

cision unless new evidence is found.

1

MOTION #1 CARRIED,

Composition of the Delegation

- the same persons as assigned before could go.
= Mr, Shin is not a member of this Committee, He could be contacted.

MOTION fg MOVED by J. Oki and seconded by T. Kameoka,
' THAT the former three appointed at the last meeting act as the dele-
gation, provided that they are available,

Discussion on the Motion

- Qur National President is now in Ottawa, /

- But he may not be conversant with the issue.

- The original purpose was to represent claimants who Mr. Shin represented., They
asked us to do something about their views, We could add such a person as
from the National organjzation,

- This is aectually what the JCCA has always thought it should do. The point in
having an Issei is whether that would be more effective or not.

- An older person always adds dignity to a delegation.’

- It does not matter whether they are claimants or not,

= Could Mr. Shinobu go?

- Could we ask Mr, Shin to send his own substitute?

- If Mr, Shin is unavailable, we could ask George and Roger to fill in Wlth a
third person if possible,

MOTION #2 CARRIED.

Chair - The Executive Secretary stated that there is the possibility that we
: may not be able to obtain a hearing, In that case we should go ahead
with the plan to send a statement and try to see the Commissioner on his way
back. i

- If we cannot see the Minister, we could see a Deputy,

- Should Mr. Brewin be included in the delegation or not?
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It would give a better front if Mr. Brewin went with the delegation,

We do not know Mr, Brewin's attitude on this delegation.

This delegation is not ectlng for the 50 elalnente in Tornnte - but fer all
claimants, ; : S T

I think we understand thet very eleerly. i j

Claimants ell across the country want the JCCA to do its utrost for them,

‘As. .soon as the Gevernment announces the prepesele, we can have publicity on it,

Cortents of Statement tn the Gevernment

- Our statement should give the fundamental grounds for dieeetlefEthen.

Should deal with the question as to whether it is a proposal of "settlement",
Are we taking the broader pﬂqltlﬂn where even the weakneee of the "terms of reference"
will be mentioned?
Can we work the other way by mentinnlng the salient pelnte flret then werk up to
the inadequacies of the "terms of reference’,
If the "terms of reference" are W1denﬁd would a new Commission be appointed?
That is not probable,
We could raise the point that the conception of fair market price is mot satisfactory,
that the methods adopted by the Commissioner to find fair market value was not rlgnt
I don't think the point of enancy" is very sound, It just justifies the low price,
Even tenanted houses, increased in price. The Commissioner in relying heavily on
valuations of real estate people in Vancouver is not, in a sense, giving claimants
a fair price, When the valuation is for a prospective buyer, it is valued low,
like a person would give for a mortgage company, In setting the fair market price
as stated in the "terms of reference", consideration should be given.to what the’
owner feels is a fair price, In negotiations, the price set by the owner plays a
very important part, In this case, it is quite apparent that the Commissioner con-
sidered the Custodian's selling price as the fair price., Our position on the per-
centage method should be conditional -- if the percentages are somewhere near a fair
price,
We agreed at a previous meeting that the over-all method was the fair methed
We are not bound by it,
Our arguments are not strong there as 90 approved it,
Could we state that our referendum was on the principle and not on pereentagee,
that the acceptance was on principle, in view of our reservations.
It is our responsibility to carry thm ugh the requests of the claimants,
we could quote some of the statements submitted from claimants, .

Statistics could also be included, as the reletlen between the proposal pereentagee
end the claims,
Public Accounts Committee cases could be cited,
We would have to remember that the Commissioner was guided by the "terms of reference".
It is the Commissioner's interpretation of fiar merket valne urider the terms of
reference that we do not 1like,
The fair market value was affected by the deterleretlen of the property at the time
of sale.
The Terms of Referenee indicated the types of claims te be considered,
Did the claimants not tend to value his property as at the time he lived on it?
Although, perhaps not in all cases,
Actually, there was not much change in prices between the time of living on it and
time of sale, 'y :
They took comparable property for their evaluations. -
It is not for us to arguecthat the owner over-valued his penperty. We should not
mention that it is because of the terms of reference that the percentages are low.
They are low within the terms of reference,
We should anticipate -the points the Government will bring up., What is our argument
when the Government brlngs up the mat-ter of banng evaluators - both cla.lmant.ﬁ and
Government,
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- First, indicate that the percentages proposed are too low beéause the valuations
by real estate people hired by the Custodian was for a buyer, as according to
general practice, That type of valuation is for mortgage purposes,

- The Government might say that the claimants! lawyers found that it was only
about 10% higher,

- We should use instances because of the position we are in. Individual cases
could support our general contention.

- What do we say we mean when we say the fair market value is "much higher"?

- We should state that we accept the principle of settlement but the percentages
are totally inadequate, because the method of arriving at the fair market
value was in our opinion inadequate, and because we believe the fair market
value can only be established by a willing seller and a willing buyer and,
therefore, in determining fair value, the person's claim should be considered
and should not go by the figures proposed by the evaluators on either side,

It is questioning that Counsel on both sides did nét use the right method,

We should lay more stress on the claims as a value, Evidence not readily avail-
able, therefore, the claim amount is the buyer's amount. Therefore, more em-
phasis should be laid on the claimant's price.

- We should take the question from the claimants! point of view, what they claimed,
what they are getting, and the feeling of the claimants that they made an honest
claim, and agree to contend that the restitutions should be close to the claim,

= There is the principle of replacement costs, The claimants have gone on the
original and not the replacement cost, Therefore the claim va ues are lower
and claims not exaggerated.,

- Many people who had homes and farms are not in a position now to have comparable
property because what the Custodian has paid to evacuees does not allow them
to buy a comparable house out East,

- That last point should be prefaced that it is not part of the fair market value
argument.

~ The claimants made their claim, based on what they put into it,

- Should emphasize to the Government that this is not the final representation
from us,

Ro zr Obata suggested that in the event that he is unable to go on the delegation,

Kunio Hidaka be asked, as he knows more about such matters as evaluation,

MOTION #3 - MOVED by Jack Oki and seconded by R. Obata

THAT if Roger is unable to go, Kunio Hidaka be asked to go in his
place, CARRIED.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY!S REPORT

1. - Insurance Ratings- Mr. Bill Takeda wrote to a friend in the U, 3, on the sub-
ject of Insurance ratings for Japapese persons and re-

ceived some good information, Mr. Takeda has also had an interview with his
Manager on the subject and received the suggestion that he work through the
JCCA, that the Executive Secretary try to see the Secretary of the Life Under-
writer's Association to present the case of the Japanese Canadians, If the
appointment can be made, the Executive Secretary will give an over-all pic-
ture of resettlement of Japanese Canadians as on a par with other Canadian
citizens, rather than rely on statistics which are somewhat weak, The Execu-
tive Secretary will try to get in touch with them this week,

2, The Téronto Inter-Ethnic Citizens Council - A newly formed organization, It
has now been jncorporated., Our
JCCA organization has signified its consent to co-operate with other ethnic
groups to form this Council. It is not restricted to lodal groups - represen-
tatives from National bodies can participate, They are applying for
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membership on the Toronto Welfare Council and the Civic Advisory Council - they
feel that if they.4are represented on these two civie bodies,; the representatives
could speak-as representatives with equal rights to bring certain matters to the
attention of civic bodies, Anything pertaining to comminity work and bettering
the ethnic groups in Toronto would be the work of this Council, There is some
talk that they might sponsor a Folk Festival, Two representatives are permitted
from each ethnic group on the Council. There could be one representative from
the Toronto JCCA Chapter and one from the National Committee. The meetings could
be reported to this Committee regularly. The organization does not expect to
have to raise large funds, The affiliation fee is $10.00,

3. B. C,'s Quota to the National JCCA Budget - At the B, C, JCCA Conference, their
: 4 s quota to the National Budget was

diseussed, I stated that I understood that they were committed to the total of
$2,000 ($300 as a direct commitment and 31700 to be limited to commitments with
respect to any work the JCCA may carry out in B. C, chargeable to that $1700),
If at the end of the fiscal year what could be considered B, C, expenses amounted
‘to 3900, then that would be all B. C, would need to pay, if the amount exceeded
#1700, they would not be liable for more than the $1700. =

‘According to Seiji Homma, that was not his interpretation., He stated that the
B. C, JCCA was only committed to $300 and no more and that the #1700 was merely
something stated on paper, In effect, the 1700 meant nothing, This was not
my understanding, The other two delegates from B, C. to the National Conference
did not say otherwise, b '

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY MOVED FOR ADOPTION BY G, Tanaka and J. Oki.
g CARRIED,

BUSINESS ARISING FROM ‘THE REFORT:

1, Affiliation with the Toronto Inter-ethnic Council -

MOTION #, - MOVED by T. Umezuki and seconded by T. Sagara
THAT we affiliate and send one representative from this Committee,
affiliation to be subject to ratification of their constitution,: -

Discussion

- Could not the local Chapter be the regular representative, with the National
representative just sitting-in. v B R st T e ik

- Wherever it requires the machinery of the local Chapter than the local Chapter

~ would be required to take over, MNational should sit in on 'this beeause-it igd.

a forerunner of what may be organized in other communities, They should follow

it very closely, : ' ' : '

I would rather see the local Chapter taking the leading part, '

We need not be concerned with the technicalities but keep that point in mind,

The JCCA would affiliate as one, not separately as local and national,

Tha-local'ﬂhapter;should'represent the Japanese Canadian people as a whole

rather than just the organization, : _ ;

- The local representative would have to be someone conversant with such matters,
Otherwise, they would need a National person to go with them,

MOTION #4 WITHDRAWN. : o malic %Y o vk Ay

MOTION #5 - MOVED by R, Obata and seconded by S. Shinobu B,
: -7 THAT the National Executive Committee send a representative to the
Toronto Inter-ethnic Council and withhold affiliation until their
constitution has been studied. CARRIFD, ; : =5
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2, B, C, Budget Quota

Discussion

- B. C, had planned a politicdal ‘dampaign with regard to.the Crown Timber Wor-
kers and therefore.were gt ‘dble to commit themselves to a bigger quota,
If the Executive ‘Secretdry would go out ‘to help them, then they said they
would come acrosg with the 1700, But the Crown Timber issue was not as
costly as predicted, =~ '°°°°° Sl R S Ty

- Fred Nogami, Roger-Obata and Mr. Kameoka, Ontario JCCA delegates to the
last National Conference, all concurred on their understanding that B, C,
would be committed to the $1700 if the Executive Secretary assisted them
in their Crown Timber Campaign,

MOTION #6 - MOVED by K, Hidaka and seconded by Mr, Kameoka
THAT a Committee be appointed to investigate and be instructed to
bring in a report to the next meeting covering the following:
(5o ahe B Dopneths -

(b) recommendations re appbinting of Trustees for the Trust Fund,
(e) a detailed report of the financial condition of the JCCA,

(d) and other pertinent matters,

CARRIED,

The following were appeinted to the Committee: J, Oki, K. Hidaka, R. Obata,
F. Nogami, N, Fujita,

OTHER BUSINESS:

l. Dominion Elections

MOTION #7 - MOVED by T, Umezuki and seconded by T, Kameoka
THAT the National JCCA, thmugh its Executive Secretary, dis-
siminate to Japanese Canadian, eligible voters information re-
garding the Dominion Elections as much as possible, at the same
time, that the Executive Secretary make a statement through
the press that all eligible voters fulfill their privilege and
duty., CARRIED,

T, Umezuki advised that the Executive Secretary has already given the New
Canadian information regarding revisions to the voters! lists,

It was suggested that the Executive Secretary write an editorial on the

Dominion Elections as this is an important ocecasion this year for Japanese
Canadians,

2, The March and April Disbursement figures were adopted as reported, on the

Motion of F. Nogami and S, Shinobu
(Statements attached),

3. The April and May Regﬁiaitinns approved and adopted on Motiorof T, Umezuki
and Y,Hyodo, as follows:

i : - S A
Source: Nikkei National Museum, 20 ‘1;8-’1 r6-'1"—52-’1 6-13a
i Nikkeimuseum.org '
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April, 1949:

Executive Secretary's SalBry ..csqsvsisicrsns & 233,00
Office SEGI‘EtEI‘F‘S salar:.r PR rsE AR AA BN AR BEE 156-00
PEtty Gaﬁh .-..“"‘."'.'.'..-..“"‘.".-':mmf-HD;DD
Travel Expense, G. Tanaka, Feb, 24 - Apr, 6 , 600,00
Supplieﬁ, Eth ;lill‘ii-i!iii-;tilg;ﬂlfi'lili _&ltﬂﬂ

$1,100,00

Ma 19& :

Executive Secretary's e e L $.237.00 -
Office 5ﬁcretary g Salary sescananbRRRERE g g lEEIGUM

Pﬁtty Eaﬁh N N T R T R EGQDD
Suppliem; sbiscs JSadansill s A 4709970 i 57.00
$ 500,00

THE MEETING ADJOURNED AT 11:15 p.m,

Source: Nikkei Nend@rvildsur ggflgg-aft?é_w?gb

whanad Nikkeimuseum.org



STATEMENT OF DISBURSEMENTS

March, 1949

Receipts:
Marelh 21 - Mapdh RequAsttion .. .ivsssnsssesssnnnines B DEYLIY

Disbursements:

Salary, Executive Secretaly . ssrecssssanses 9 233,00
M 3 foiGE SECI‘Et&I‘}T " EEEE R R T 24!4‘6'68

Sy A T e € L AR S 1S Blieig, o 49,63
Telephone and Telegraph ..eveescesccssoses oue 19.28
oo o e R T e L S e e D e SRR R 13.50
Transportation ..cceessevssssonnvesssnsssonss 2,00
BENE CHAEE0E wyssinasnts @ rbinve e s s Tt Mk +85
LILOrabilitd . cvvrsvssnvisasissinine ins spusain 3.00
Aoocounts ReoeiTable ...ccceriivinansrasnvnin 79.31

B6LT .25

Cash Balance - in Bank .... 5148,34
- Petty Cash ., 50,00

$198.34
BREAKDOWNS:

Salary, Office Secretary - March salary $156.00, retroactive adjustment for
Nov., Dec., Jan,, Feb,, $90.68,

Supplies - Typewriter rental for 1 month 35,00, Printing expense for Bulletin
heads $17.82, Art work for Bulletin heads 45,00, Stamps, express
and excise charges $10.63, Two typewriter ribbons 31,50, 100 plain
envelopes 65¢, Fifty Report covers #5,00, One hundred File Fol-
ders $2.90, Two Erasers, Three scratch pads and Three notebooks 31,13,

Telephone and Telegraph - Feb, telephone a/c¢ $7.40, Mar, telephone a/c 57.35,
Telegrams $i.53,

Rent - Regular office rental 12,00, Committee room rental for Executive Committee
mtg. March 15, 1949, %1,50.

Transportation - Book of car tickets $2,00.

Literature - One copy "Hawaii's Japanese" by Lind 33,00,

Aceounts Receivable - One month's typewriter rental re-imburseable fron
Toronto Chapter 35,00.

~ New Canadian "JCCA Special Issue' expense re-imburseable
from Provineial Chapter 574.31

NF

-

source: Mikkel National Museurn, 2018-16-1-52-16-14
i Nikkeimuseum.org



STATEMENT OF DISBURSEMENTS
April, 1949

Receipts:
April 28 - April Requiﬁitiﬂn R T R I g $1,1UD-OO

" " - Reimbursements from Co-operative Committee %6,00
&Ild T'O]."Ontﬂ Gh&pter '$6|'D{} LR N I I N I A 12-DD

Disbursements:

Salary, Executive Secretary (less income tax deduc- °

tions for<Jan,, Feb,, Mar.; April) ...covesses § 143.60
Salary, Office Secretary (less income tax deductions’

for Jan,, Feb,, Mar,, April) and extra help ,. 138,88
5upplies L I T I I i S 162-38

TElEPhDﬂE & Tﬁlﬁgraph R R R R R PR T D
Rent' L R N R R R R R 13|5D
Public Relabions ...ssesvses AR e 157
TPAVOL BRBONHE ;o iviniines st orenis it e v in Ihines vsss i 596,90
T e L g e L e e 2,33
Literature ....coiu.. S e e DR e e e 53
SOCOIE TR oo wo prrtnw e w i s e iR e b ihhw 126,00

$1,193.04

"Cash Balance - in Bank ....ee0.0. 5 67.30
= Pebty Comh ..ii00e 50,00
$117,30

BREAKDOWNS :

Salary, Office Secretary - Extra help, Miss Tileen Shintani - 26% hrs, @ ,75
419,88,

Supplies - 20,000 shts, mimeugrﬁph'paper $50.50; 2 bottles Correcting Fluid #1,50;
10 quires Stencils $40.00; 6 tubes Black Ink $18,64;
1500 shts, Letterhead and 2000 envelopes $28,19; Stamps $16,50;
1 box bond paper, -1 M shts, copy paper, fasteners and labels $7,15,
Rent - Monthly rent %12,00; rental for Committee Room April 11,'49 $1.50,

Public Relations - 1 year éubscription to the "Fisherman',

Iravel Expense - Executive Secretary's cross-country trip, Feb, 24 to April 5, '49

Totinl DEPeRNEE o .oviscsnsrsnvisrieid 8,90
less advance gontribution

from Co-operative Com, .., 200,00
596,90

NF ‘

Sourcé:hnkkeiFdanqnalhﬂuseunw,2618-16-1-52-16-j5
Wi nikkelmuseum.org
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Yy 12, 1949.

FTMORANDIR. R ATTACHTD STATIIEIT

The lational Japanese Canadian Citiszens Associctlion desires to sube
mit the attached list of disburscements for expenditures it has incurred
in promoting work which has implemented to a very con i&en ble degree the
presentation of cla.inﬁ on prﬂuﬁrty losges to the lHoyal Commission on Japanese

Claims,
Since September, 1947, the liational JCCA hezdquarters hos assurncd res-
ponsibilities as the central station through which has been channeled to

Claimants, through its six ccuponent Provineial Chapter organizations and fority
loeczl 'chapter organizations, the necessary directives, L.dvic.,, information,
translations and materials connected with the preuanthtmn of proverty claims
to the Comaisglon. :

Invaluable work by the National JCCA has made reossible the providing
of claimants! interpreters and the assisting of claimants in the filing of
elaims and submission of evidence to the Cormission.

It has enraged in the drafting and prioting of the claim forms approved
by the Commissioner arid othier related wfsrluuwn 1 and instructional material
for claimants, both in Enpglish and in Japanese.

The National JCCA has employed its full-time paid oflice staf{ consisting
of the Hlational Dxecutive uCCI‘GuB-...""jF' ond Office Score tar;r for consideérable ;

lengths of time to prouwote the above s_-..a'l:.ecl WOTH.

It has been necessary for the JUCA organization to employ in Dritish
Columbia, on paid salary and per diem basis, nembers of its Provinclal
Chanter exscutiye to carry on the work with recpect to presentation of
claims, ete., due to the magnitude of elalms in the Province and the geo-
graphical nature of the Province which makes difficult cloce and ready con-
tact with the various centres.. . :

While the aforemenbtioned completes the extent of the reid time work
and expenses incurred by the National JCCA, it 1s desirable tca state that
a tremendous amount of woluntary work has been contributed by a larpe nusber
ui‘ JCoA exccubive and cormmittes members in the vaprious Proviness walen ‘-. an
contributed to the completion of presentation’ of e¢laims and the subnission
of claimants! evidence to the Commdission,

Yours truly,
G.._‘.F:GJ T&t:dl; .#,
Hational Erecublve Secrciily.
. ; 0T/ :
S0 Ee-:—Mkkel—Naﬂméiﬁuseum 2018-16-1-52-17-1

il Nikkeimuseum.org
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Expenditures incurred by the Fational JOCA en Claims word

1. Natlional Executive uﬂcreua..‘" = 5 months period, Gent., ...,.p?,
i UO Jtl"l-, l)l‘-f [ E E R F N T RN _; -'—_-..'-_..- -.'vl'-'.-

2, National Headquarter's Oflice Seerctary - 5 r:.}*m.m period,
f l}ElJ‘u‘, 1;1‘??, [Pl Jr..nq., :.r_.; T 'R} ?53-{:“

(Drafting, printing and distribution of claim forms and concider-
able other related infor; ;f-T:fl.'}.T“'L and instructional rateri 1
English and in J.‘:.*‘::..::s.,c FrgEatilbfe infornation, adviee and
assistance in the filing of elaims to elalmantc directly and
throush JCCA channels and obther media. Attending to consi-
derable correspondence on elaims matters with eclairants.,)

r l‘ =

j. Hational Exescutive Secretary - 7 mons, during 11 month peried, 1,750.02
._-,....II'.,”I J.“:upﬂ_-- LCC., 1543 seeee

L. Hational Headquarter's Cflice Secrebtary = 7 mons. during 1l mon, .
period, leb., lEli.;u = Dec,,1948 1,05C,00

g (Printing and distribution of pre-hearing claim forms in
Bnplish and in Japanese, Directing and completing the
tabulation of elaims, Providing ;'-.":}r ¢lainants

Interviewing claimants and providing for and ;‘.-
R =

assistance to elalionts prior to claimant!s
teniing to considerable correspondence on clal

o0

with c¢lalmants. .-.u.,m.J.f“.:’, the funct tioning of L e JUOA o=
ganizational machinery throughout Canada wihich has greotly
x : i y s i .w—-‘*L
assisted the work of the Cormission during clairants'! hearings).
5 liational Ixecutive Secretary = 1 month during pa; iod of
'I'll 1 i} to 1 SN 1':#".!:44---1!0 f:;_,.':\

(Special trip across Conada to consult with the Pro
JCCA Chapter executives ennbling the presentation
a.ic.'..;'i"s:u'.mr'v OVEr- -3ll settlement proj 1:::.. 11l to el
various local claimants meetings., Further D.ttr:'*..f.-. ]
:*_-:zetim:;r; in various centres to explain the settlenent

...-"1 e S e B

st el o rd

Source: Nikkei National Musel, 20 T8-18.1.52.17.2 L 5250,

whdned Nikkeimuseum.org
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’ OTAT {continued) - > 2
Totadl Lu.'-._n. it forard R R R A AR E R RPN R R TR B S E 5;5‘, -
6. Dritish Columbia JOCA General secretary - 4 nonz,, Cot,, 15L7
= T s E il ] oL o -
i '-Hl--li’ B YT N Ll gl
{:"ttenﬂi'@ t.c} the cu::"-lc'i'.a disuvribution of clairns forms and
related material to B, claixants, Abbending Lo mumcrous
detalled matters pertai n.n to the pmmcn_rr‘ of dircct assise
tance to claimants in the filing of m3 througlicut the
- b
Province. )
7« DB. €. JCCA President -
21 days, during loveaber, 1547, L PELO0 per 8By iiviisvisavin 153,00
(Travelling throughout British Coluthisa attending cl;z' wents
reetings to J.L.ll;rr inform and explain the Terus of Heforence
and related matters pertaining to the submission of elaims
for property losses to the Cormission),
= ’ : i = . i
8+ B. C. JCCA General Secrefary - 3 moms., Jan., 1948, to June, 1548 150,00

(Attending to the work of providing assistance to elaimnznts
prior to claimanits?! hearings before the Conmdssio
including the providing of interpreters ard erﬁ.‘;.:li;:g
the function of the B. C, JCCA :#cnlh-vrj which has
greatly. assisted the work of the Commission during
elaimants!? hea.rin,_,s}. }

M A L Ao e

LUTAL --a.---------qrc--c-q.-q-poooa&a W gt
———
GT/nf -

Source: Nikkei National Museumn, 2018-16-1-52-17-3 1 : -
whdnad Nikkeimuseum.org




May 16, 1949,
Hr. R, J. Hcllaster, o
; ¢/o lessrs., Campbell,Brazier,Fisher & iicllaster,
Barristers,
675 liest Hastings Street,

Vaucouver, B.C.

-

Re: Japanese Canadian Gle

bds

ms Commission

[

Dear Bob:

I had a friendly interview with lir. Justice
Bird yesterday and told him the result ol the vectc.

I told him that the Toronto ¢laimants ws
opposed to accepting the proposal. He emphasized to ne
wnat perhaps I have not fully realized, that he rcgcrded o
role as not so much of a negotiator brinzing parties tozet.cr,

but of one responsible for making findings on the ev.d
date and assuming that all parties had arreed to the methed
- =~ T = 3. L] i E A L Y o ey e d=py e
over:ll settlement. He indicated, however, 1n respecc GO LA0SE

who rejected the proposed basis of settlement, he would T2 wil.

ing to hear further evidence as thouzh they were gpecial ¢
if we wished 0 present then, This is obviously
should be approached with caution, as there seous
reascn why the Toronto claimants who rejected th
should be dealt with on a different basis frcﬁ ©

ted it. However, it may be that_ anongsst the Toron
there arc a number who wish to be specially heard,
try to get instructions in regard to thls, and lel you «iow .
| are the cases in which the claimants themselves seek to nave I
ther evidence presented.

Mr. Justice Bird is going to Ottawa at the enc
of this week, and we presume that in view of Ule nole, uac
matter will go forward on the basis of the proposals wilch we
have discussed. :

I am not optimistice about any increacc 1 tae

Vancouver property claims. It may be, howeven, that you con
in some cases pet an increase-over the Jp based on tie cpoC-ol
P I i
merits,

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-52-18 ,x’ff
W NTFRETMUS e M .org
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The hGﬂDd;quP Mr.

May 16, 1949.

F r‘& i .-L he LA :10531,
Bloor Street Vwest,
Cen ]

Toronto, Ontarioc.

5 i
ear M.

which I gave you
dealin; with this

We umnary of the Jroaaﬂelz
In additicn, 1. Ze0

to all of our cli - egroe
Tanaka who is thellxecull Sceordtary of tuhe Japanece Cail=
asdian association, visit cds cenires uu;u{,hb“: tiwc
country and discussed th o Jscls with clalmanis, and
number of meetings of tiv majlts were 1ela. o doubt
you will fully a:trccluLo '._1cultg of securing full
and Eggruhte ¢a4;uitq«xqu Tt tF clients in view ol ©he
foects_tnat they are gcd s ool caA0ss the counlry and Lhere
arc so_many of tng ' #C% casy to insure that they
have & couplete & cnderstanding of the proposiise.

It was also ne
obtained without delay.

It would appear that all of the elainant
1;; 'G'qa.- He rtLJI‘L r..tr ﬁ'cr¥$ il "I‘\..t..a.._‘..]_l:,. L;J u,“.*: E}T‘O OP'L}'F -'_." ':-.\.z'\:-_:
GFU¢;ﬂﬁ wilh the matier, N2ACL Y, that instead of the do

:u..l.-.I‘J..l o of lfdJ..V_LG.uLl Cabes, the Cl{‘ ims be dealt with wit

catep QPLQ& on the basis of the evidence already heard c¢

-

in Spe C.L.,.tl inzbances.,

Scme 428 c¢laimants have replied to us aublior

izing us to accept the proposal. Tome OF Lhese Claiiants

have wiched us Lo indicate various degrees of khh;ﬁljul
£ thelir acceptance.

Source Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018 16-1-52-19-1 .

-Jary that their views be
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| The Hornourable ir. Justice Bird day 1L, 1uLg,

sone 97 elaimants have efther written or -
dicated by petition that they de not wish us to zccept the &
. posals, Of thase, ;3 d t01d vuu, quit: & larze muaber zre in t
City of T to an ti shis X
many of ’
feel that
: AS you know, the Co-operative Comunittee and
; thelir counsel have rccomamended to the cl;i;;nts the “eceptance
: of the method of dealiny sdime—dic matler proposed, and in encrol
cutline Tle propocals cuall-- mabe W 'rfé_xuu"nrrer'gL; il
u[} ..ar._t.nﬂ Lopgfois LGl s '.-ﬂ?'{'“' .' i.. M.‘E.Fu_‘l-r*‘.-
ter has 3 ] : u¢1?'hlu; you,and
probubdbl her representations.
we have ur view that vias iu-
aliowane he termas of reluronce
r Ly ro the properties, wiich
uplied b a considerably lo or
ice than uld have bozer
ith vacant posse:

R e 0 ) 2l 50 wished us to make the ros-
ervition in acceptink the rro osed rsthod of settlement, thut tLiey
bu*a:mt abandoned thelr siuliif5sa. ch ; '
teras of refercnne wera toolodrro &
does nct concurn you as Coiis C
hc.ii.‘.h Lo reconrd our Tluf. on o
date to discuss with the Gova g s
allcw cumpensation on a basis GO
ASs jyou i2iow the Co-ope : e
iginal terzs of refe
reference, and while the GovedNg C
our recquest, our contention that i

/be done if the terms were broade I ) o
llelients wish us to maintain this position,

_ We presume that in view of the overwhelain:
acceptence by the clalmanuu, thie Commission will comtinue to deal
with the matter on e basis of the proposals mzde.

: we think that perhaps in e hav :
sufficiently eaphasized to the claimants that althou i Lhe mellic

, proposed was agreed to by counsel for both the Govermaont and tic
‘ claimants, the recam;cnd.tloﬂa to be made by the Governsment wighi
Lese teris, will be your reconcend:tions as Commissioner, and we
zropose to inform our clieﬂua ui this, so that they will recoznize

. thet the wmatter is not bein; based Lpou a settlenent betwoen Lle

Governuent and the elsimants as such.
Yours sircerely
G.aT. FAB:HC

€5E3

Si]urrz:-' Niklkel Mational busenm 201816152192

il Nikkeimuseum.org
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NATIONAL JAPANLSE CANADIAN CITIZENG ASLUH,
84 Gerrard Street E,, Toronto 2, Ontario,

SPECIAL NATIOMAL JCCA BULLETIN GEORGE TANAKA
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
June 3! 1949, 1486 Rometown Drive  Port Credit, Ont.

HEPORT ON T!E NATIONAL JCCA DELEGATION TO IR. JUSTICE H, I. BIRD, COMYISSIONER
ON JAPANESE CANADIAN PROPERTY LOS51S CLAIMS

(Matters pertaining to the Commission's propesed settlement must still
be considered confidential information not to be released to the
Canadian press,)

special delepation of the National JCCA was granted a_gpecisl inter-
view with Me. Justice H, [, Bird, Commissioner on Japanese Property losses Claims,
in Toronto, Friday morning, May 20, 1949, The National JCCA delegation consisted
of Mr. George Tanaka, lNational Executive Secretary; Mr. Roger Obata, Past National
President; and also Mr., S, Shin, a representative of the Toronto Claimants sub-
Committee who was invited by the National JCCA to express the views of claimants
who regard the percentage proposals of settlement as too low.

The National bxecutive Secretary explained to the Commissioner that the
JCCA is a represontative organization whose membership includes Japanese Canadian
property eclnjmants, It was further oxplained that tho N al JUCA had co-
operated with Claimunts' Counsel and the Co-operative Committee on Japanese
Canadians in bringing to the atteutlon of claimants across Canada the recent
proposal by the Commission on a method of settlement, alse, that this was carried
out utiliz 'ng the organization's nation-wide machinery, 1t was further stated by
the National Executive Secretary that due to the JCCA's close contact with the
claimants, ihe organization, by and large, is fully aware of the views held by
claimants regarding the Commission's recent proposal,

The i'xecutive Secretary stated to the Commissioner that the claimants
appreciasted thu time-saving advanlapes of an ovor-all method of settling c;ahﬂéiﬁr
)

and also timt, while claimants Lave expressed to the Commissioner throupgh the
Go-operative Comnmittee and the JOCA an 80 to 904 acceptance (of thosme contacted

of the propuscd melhod of settlement, that this decision dgos not in ary way
indicute full satisfaction on Lhe part of claimants to the proposal, In the
majority of cuases, it was explained, i : 3 i with erﬂ?
low centares offered in the varicus categories, It was pointed out that while
a number of letters from individual claimants and telegrams and letters from JCCA
local Chapters reporting on the decisions of claimants at meetings indicated

the majority of cliimants nccepted the principle of settlement, they also qualifiod

this statement with the sbrong viow Lhat Lhe ind leated percentapges should be ralsed,

The Executive Secretary stated that it was the JCCA orpanization's pin-
cere belief that the Dominion Govoermment sincerely dusires to grant claimants
a falr wnd just restitution for losses suffered arising out of the forced evacuan-
tion from British Columbia, '

w | =

It was pointed out that Japancse Canadian claimants today, due to
economic reasons brought about by the forced evacuation, are unable to nurchase a
home, farm or other property comparable to that which they formerly possessed in
British Columbia with any monies they have received from the sale of their property
by the Custodian and what they may receive in the form of an awdrd from the
Government undor the precent catepory peorcontages of settlament,

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-52-20-1
il Nikkeimuseum.org



It was stressed that while the over-all method of the proposed settlement
is desirable, careful consideration should be given to the fact that this decision H
is only made by claimants duo to thie reason that the Comaission must henr hundreds
of claims, Under ordinary circumstances, it was pointed out, in an average court
case a claimant ic piven the opportunity to present all his evidence and testimony
before the presiding Judge who is given every opportunity to meet with and hear the
person making the claim and his appeal for full justice,

The Exccutive Secrelary stated to the Commission: r that he has boeen recuntly
privileged to nwet witl o number of Japanese Canadian elainonts scross Cnnada,  He
cited one experience where he spoke to o meeting of 14 claimants in one Ontario city
who, after careful discussion of the proposal, indicated their acceptance. However,
amongst the claimants were fhree lsseis whose claims were on Vancouver Real Froperty.
He pointed out that theso claimants wereo very EIEE?TE‘FQEEQE, in the neighbourhood of
o0 years of ape, now earning a bare living wige., He stressed the fact that these 511
poople had spent a lifetine whilu living in British Columbis building up their posses-
sions only to lose all their property by forced evacuation, receiving very little
compunsation from the sale of their property by the Custodian., These pecple, he
stated, exemplifly the position - 1% ir al l i
Lo _overcome their present economic difficulties to re-gstablish themselves in their -~
feegpective comnunitlies, arc relyin Line {3 urds near the

of tq%ég Elagus. It was further stated that this situation amongst claimants is not
confined to Vancouver property claimants but applies to all categories of claimants,

The Executive Secretary, on behalf of the delegation, appealed to the

Commissioner to give his fullest consideration to claims in all cateprories which
are deserving of specinl consideration over wnd above the percentages allswed by him
in the respective cnlegorics, L was pointe! out that thig Yer nrinciala of an
sebtlement is bound to work hardghip on o lapec cycler of claimants as under

abic o many deseryipge glaime ojph! : irlocled i ge mnsa of claims
when they should boe grranted hipher porcontires than that nllowed under the present
catepgory pepcentares ol the proposcd scttloment,

¥

It wis also pointed out with respect to Nancouver and othor residentiz]

Troperty claima, whore these propoertios were tonanted at the time of their sale, an
wifair burden was placud on claimnnts dug to the 3913-4) ederal tenancy P?EEEEEEEEEE
hicl | o depreciate the foir market ymluss of such propert rom iS00 to

1, ) an amount which in sume cascs would total the amount of the elaim,

Sinee Mr, Justice Bird stated elewrly that he is not rciponsible for any
questions which deal oulside the Tems of Helvrenes os they are responsibilities
which should be deall with by the Government, the delesrtion confined its appoal
to questions strictly within tho Terms of Heference,

The Fxocutivo Socretary stressed that t @ elaimsanbs desired that 1he Com~
mission give Lurbher consideration bo inercasing the perceriares in all categories
of' the proposed sebtlomnent, Furthermore, with regard to the very low percontages
offered on real property claims in the City of Vansouver and rewl property claims
outside of Vancouver and chattcl claims, that these eatepory percentages should be
substantially increased,

A Dbt brouphl Lo Lho nbtoenbion of the Cormd aoioner tle faet 4iat b
Clouants Lave wvery roason Lo belleve thab (nall eonsideration as Lo faip 1{" bt
value of gdrants properly does not appenr Lo have beer wy THE T, -
Lreponcy betweon Lhe Tnr i uenbicued and the Totnl amoun
the clojmant I was felt that grester congideration shou
valuations since they are, in bthe last analysis, the on.y pursons who _fully aporeciate
the true vilue of their property, :

i wide dis
aims made by

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-52-20-2
il Nikkeimuseum.org
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Due to the fact thal the JCCA felt on Issei C1P¢Hﬂﬂt hppﬁﬂllﬂu 5*&#@-
directly to the Commissloner might nlso give weight to ti »
Mr. Shin wns invited to present to the Commissioner Llnlmants views on tho
settlenment proposal,

Tre National JCCA delegation was accompanied, at the request of the
Commissioner, by hr. Brewin, Counsel for Claimants; and lr. Hunter, Covernment
Counsel, was alzo present at the delegation's hearing., The interview lasted

r almost two hours,

-~ GEURGE TANAKA,
National Executive Jecretary.

The laticnal JUCA i3 presently mﬂking'every effort possible to gain for claimanus
fair ard just restitution for property losses., With this object in mind, the
following stated letter has been recently written to the Minlster of Justice:

The Honourable Stuart 3, Garson,
Minister of Justice,
OTTAWA, Canada.

Dear Sir:

Recently, the Honourable !Mr, Justice Bird, Commissioner, under whose
Jurisdiction investigations are being made in the matter of the Japancso Canadian
claims for property lossea, desired to know of the clalmants whether a methed of
claims settlement, the principle of an over-all settlement, would be acceptable.

In continuing our orpanization's policy to co-cperate as fully as
possible with the Commission and to lend our fullest assistance to claimanta!
Counsel and the Co-operative Committcee on Japanese Canadians, our national or- }
ganization, the Japancse Canadian Citizens Association, utilized its nation-wide
organizational machinery to bring to Lhe attention of claimants Lhe question @
to which the Coniasion desdeed—si—oanli rcoply, ;

We aro therefors conversant on the detalls pertaining to the Commie-
sion's recent proposal to elalmunts, all of which information ic accepted uv our
organlzation in confidence as requested,

Sinee it is in the nature of our organization with its position of
IuspGHSLb1lLLv, to work for the welfare of Canadian Citlzens of Japanese ancestry,
this bedy is desirous of presenting to your kind attention matters which pertain
to the general, over-all poliey on Japancse Canadian property loases claims and
the Terms of Reference,

We are therefore respectfully asking that a delegation of two or three
members of our orpanization may be pranted an interview with you at your earliest
convenlernco,

f ]ll.t'l;'llrlL.H"LI‘Hl.l:ﬁ" yours, i
GEORGE TANAKA,

; Hationsl [xecutive Secretary,
GT/nf
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(Uraft Letter to Claimants as prepared by the sub-Committee which met on Tuesday,

July %, 1949, Members present: (llev. K, Shimizu « K.
Mr. T. Umezuki » ~ GEORGE TANAKA
Mr. R, Obata « &/ LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

%(F Mr. X, H:'mdﬂ i y 1486 Rometown Drive  Port Credit, Ont.
Mr, G. Tanaka®™ Chairman g

NATIONAL JCCA i
84 Gerrard 5t, E,,
Teronte 2, (Ontario,

Uear Cladmants:

Under date of April 16, you received a letter from the Co-operative Committee
on Japancse Canadians advising you that an offer of over-all settlement was received in
connection with your property losses claims and that for the reasons stated therein it
wis recommended that the proposals of settlement be accepted, The Jaganese ngggign
witizens Association, having considered this matter from all angles, felt that there Wi,

unfocrtunately, no Hfturnativa under th ] i o _recommnend acceptance t
claimants, It was never intended, Tiowever, that any acceptance of the proposala should
be considered as an end of our romplaints respecting property losses elaims, It has
been reported to us that a great majority of claimants who replied to the Co-operative
Lbomrittee agreed, under strong protest, with their recommendation for acceptance.

It might be pointed out that a large number of claimants in the
Toronto area, took stroneg obiectio proposals o settlement. oronto meeting

claimants requested the Co-operative Committee, through its gencral counsel, to
advise the Dominion Government and the Commission that the proposal was not acceptabtle
and that further offorts should be made for a revision of the percentages, The pcints
raised in favour of rejection were as follows:

"l. The claimants could interpret this as a first offer, 1t is their opinion that it is
open Lor furthor negotiations undor tho over-nll settlonent propoval, (This is now
conuidored impractical in view of Lho reecont National JOCH Adolepal.ion's Interview #¥67
wilh the Commisnioner),

<« AInoview o the faet that tho Govermmont has requested such Beerocy on this matter
sumi: would interpret Lhat as being a step by the Government to settle the question
of evacuntion claims without individual hearings at a minimum possible compensation,

3. In view of the fact that a claimant has made a truthful claim, acceptance of—tie—
Government's totally inadequate proposal would be an outright admission that hise
cliims were nat, truthiul,

he Somouelaimants felt that the way the Lo-opurative Commitiee letter wns written left

Lo sltornative byt Lo necept,

2o ‘The offer dncluded certain ipducements which are not within "the termez of reference"
Lsuch a8, the relurn of commissions to elaimants in thu form of small percentage
awards in tho Government's proposal which oripinally wore charped aganinst the sale
of claimants! property by the Huvtadinn, ete,) and which elafmnntal counscl advisead
cloimants might lose should thoy refuss and insist on individual hearings of claims
by the Uommission,

6., Under Lhe terms of reference, the claimants are entitled to roceive the fair market
value but pircentapge incrcases do not produce an jneresso anywhere near the fair
market value, !

The prosunt, position, howsver, i bhat, innofar an the Royal Comulssion is eone
cerned, the Comndusioner is aware thnt the wilority of claimants who replied to the Uo-
operative Commitlee have accepted his offer of acttlenont under protest, In view of the
recent Natlonnl JUCA delepation's interview with the Commissioner, it 1s not likcly that
much more can be achicved by the claimants by pursuing the matter with the Hoyal Commis-
sion. In addition to this, we have becen advised by the Comuissioner himself that, nas
it wau Indiented to us before, it had been his intention to proceed on the basis of his
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offer whether bYue claimants aecepted his proposals 'nr over-all seltlement or nggjj$@9i35

In the light of the above, the J.C.C.A. is proceeding along the following line::

1. [LEfforts are bein; continuod Lo have the Commission and the Government raise the per-
contapres for all claims, :

<, The Doninion Covernment sru being advised that while a number of claimants have ac-
cepled the prorosgals of the Commissioner, they did so under strong protest and nnl;-fi/f
because it wus intimnted to them that this was merely an indication by the Cormis-
sloner of what his final recommendations will be and that insofap as the present
Hoyal Commissi WAS B0 : agcceptance or reje uld make no diffc

findings.

3. The Dominion Govermment will also be requested to enlarge the terms of reference of
the Hoyal Commission to cover all losses sulfered by the claimants as the claimants
feel that the suggested figures in no wise cover these losses. At the time the

. Government will be advised that the JCCA as a organizatiopn will back the claimants
Vto the full in their clnims for restitution and will pross for full compensation,
in other words, wo WwiIT nolily The Government that any finding by the C gion
such as that proposed will not be considered the ond of this matter and that they TELY
be woll advised to make proper restitution at this time Lf they wish to avoid continucd
tisantisfaction,

hg the JUCA is ready and willing to continue to nssist you in any way possible
to obtain justiee for the evacuation losses suffered by Japanesc Canadians, we would ap-
precinte your comments on any of the questions raised in this letter,

We especially wish to know whether you feel greatly dissatisfied with the
Commission's settlement proposal and desire the JCGA to make a viforous appeal to the
Govarnment for g more Jjust clajng! restitution and to earry out a public campzign in
support of this action,

During the past two years, the JCCA has exponded several thousanrds of dollars
tn the upkcep of the Natlonal JUCA Office in the periods dovotod to Claims work, the pro-
paration of Claims briefs and other clanims material while n very pgroat deal of voluntary
time was given to nssist elaimants by Lhe hundreds of JCCA workers in all the Frovinces,

The JCCi is ready to continue unabated the work on behalf of elaimants and hus
(’ulrundy planned the followin:; steps:

aiont a brief to the Govermment and members of Parlinment which will rliselose

n) the basie complaints of claimants to the Commission's sottlement propogal with a
| strong nppoal for just regtitution,

(b) seeking 2 broadening of the terms of reference to include all claims,

s h ] luw with the Government in ropresentation on behnlf of nll
claimints and present the aforementioned brief,
i Vﬁurry out a_campaign for public support for justiece and full restitution for evacun-

tion losses claims.

48 the latioral JOCA operatipg funds are now totally depleted and, in order to
carry on the aforementioned work, fairly large expenditures will b involved, it is now
abuolutely necessary for Lhe National JCCA to appeal direetly to claimants for finaneial
support, :

In view of these circumstances, we desire to know whether you are willing to con-
sent. to an appropriation from the Co-operative Committee Claims Funds being made to the
fational JCUA in order to finance bLhe clains work outlined orn hehalf of claimants,

May we hear from you with repard to all the question: ralsed in this letter,

Jlncerely yours,
Source: Miklkel Mational Museumn, 2018-16-1-52-21-2
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NATIONAL JAPANESE CANADIAN CITIZENS ASSOCIATION

MEETING OF THE NATIQIAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Central YiiCA, August 5, 1949,
36 College 3t., Toronto, 2.00 p.m,

AGENDA

I. ATTENDANCE

II. CALL TO ORDER

ITI. PURPOSE OF MEETING

IV, BUSINESS:
L. Draft Letter to Claimants

2., Report on Claims Cormmission Hearings being held in
Vancouver.

3. Juestion Period
- Discussion on future action re Claims

APPRECI..TTON

ADJOURNHENT
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LINUTES OF THD JOCA NATIOHAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTES iEETING, August.5, 1949

Vol, II, #1

# special meeting of the National Executive Committee was held Friday, August 5,
1949, at 9,00 p.m,, at the Central YMCA, Toronto,

I, ATTENDANCE:
Those Present - K. Tanaka, T. Kameoka, T, Umezuki, J. Oki, Y. Hyodo, M. Sato,

{, Hidaka, R. Obata, . Kitagawa, G. Tanaka, N, Fujita,
Mr, R, J, McMaster and ir, A, F, Brewin.

Absentees - T. Tsuji, K, Shimizu, P, Yamada, J. Ide, I, Kawajiri, S. Shinobu,

T. Sagara, I, Uchida, E. Nose, F, Nogami,

IT. CALL TO ORDER - Acting Chairman, K. Tanaka, called the meeting to order,

1II. PURPOSE OF MEETING - Taking advantage of the opportunity presented during iir,

: McHaster's short stay in Toronto in August, a meeting of
the Executive Committee was held to which both Mr, McHaster and Mr, Brewin
were invited.

The purpose of this meeting was to hold discussions between the members of the
Committee and Mr. Brewin and Mr, Mckaster with regard to aspects of the Claims
question and also te have the opinions of both Mr, Brewin and Mr, McMaster on
the proposed draft letter to Claimants (which was submitted by the sub-
comnittee responsible for drafting the letter to the Executive Committee meeting
held on July 12th) given to the members of the National Executive Committes,

With regard to this proposed letter to Claimants, it was Mr, Brewin's very
emphatic opinion that the letter should not be sent to the Claimants., !Mr. Brewin
was of the opinion that the points 1. to 6. as raised in the letter which
represents the views of some of the Claimants in favour of rejection of the
Commissioner's proposal were misrepresentations of fact in some parts and somc
others were totally wrong in the conclusions made, ete,

The Executive Secretary, at the previous meeting of the Executive Committee,
had been instructed to meet with Mr. Brewin and obtain his views regarding
the draft letter to Claimants., At this meeting, Mr. Brewin very strongly re-
cormmended that the Executive Secretary inform the Committee that it was his
opinion the letter in question should not be sent to the Claimants, At this
time, he very clearly stated his objections to the letter in detail covering
the points 1, to 6, stated in the above paragraph.

The Executive Secretary had asked Mr, Brewin to inform the Executive Comnittec
members at this meeting with regard to his views on the draft letter to
Claimants,

In discussions held by the Executive Secretary with Mr. McMaster on the subject
of this draft letter to Claimants, Mr, Mcllaster expressed his views to the
Executive Secretary that, in his opinion, it would not be advisable to send
such a letter to Claimants.

IV, RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS:

l., Draft Letter to Claimants

Mr, Brewin - When making representations to the Government, we should make
certain of proper timing and the gaining of fruitful results,
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There is no use carrying out a protest campaign unless it is a properly
co-ordinated .one. We should learn from Mr. FeMaster whether such g laottor

would affect the pressent state of the work of the Commission,’ We should

not make a protest if there is little hope of a’ favourable response. e
should also consider what other efforts are to be made to make any campaisn

effective,

Report on Claims Commission Hearings Currentliy Beinz Held in Vancouver

Mr, licMaster - Our problem has been in relation to submitting proof before

L R the Commission, Progress is being made in arriving at sore
agreement, It is difficult for a lay person to understand the difference
between proving a case and what is considered right, The greater the length
of time between the incident and the time of proving it, the more difficult
it is to substantiate your case with adequate proof, i \

While the Commissioner is appointed under'the Public Enquiries Act and
given instructions as to the types of claims to be heard, it ‘has to be proven

. to his satisfaction as to the amount of loss suffered. While it is true

the loss has been greater than what is proven, the Commissioner will go on
the basis of what is proved. ' We have been excéptionally fortunate on the

VLA properties, e.g., Maple Ridge - 1/5 of the property was owned by Japanese,
they were not in one section but spread throughout Maple Ridge. We could
take as a measuring rod similar properties owned by Oceidentals and sold in
1943 to compare with properties to be dealt with., Because of this, we have
been able to pursuade the Commissioner to come closer to the real losses
suffered, ;

: A similar opportunity with regard to automobiles was gained, Reasonably
large quantities of automobiles were sold by Occidentals at ‘that time., The
evidence gained was not as good as VLA but better than other types.

There are other properties where we are stymied, e.g., boats, A great
deal of damage was done to the boats and the Commissidner has recognized
this fact. These claims are not technically within the terms of reference
but are to be considered. There were no boat brokers as in the c¢ase of the

- used car market, BSelling was carried on among the fishermen themselves,
. There was not the same evidence of sales among Occidentals, A large number

of the boats were sold to fishing companies. The best place to get records
of boat sales is from the fishing companies but they are not anxious to talk ¥
and we could not get evidence from them, R i

In the case of Chattels, the Claimant is trying to remember an accurate
description six or seven years later, This is probably the weakest point
when it comes to the matter of giving proof on these cases, Auction shcets
bear out this point, D ' e

With regard to City Property, I feel badly about the whole transaction,

" The problem is different from VLA farmland property, MNe hoped that we could

use some technique as in farmland areas, relating Occidental and Japanese
sales. We found this impossible in Vancouver where large areas were owned /'
by Japanese. Not a sufficient number of Ocecidental sales to makea comparison

- with former Japanese properties, No sound basis could be found of comparisor,

Kitsilano and Fairview districts might have been taken as a basis of com-
parison if we could be satisfied that assessments were the same throughout

. Vancouver, We found the Powell street area over-assessed, The City Assessors
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evidence was that in Vancouver, assessments had caught up to prices and ex-
' | ceeded prices by the time sales took place., The Custodian should have got
| near the assessment price, The assessors employed to appraise the Vancouver
area state that property was over-assessed. The Custodian. used practically all
- competent appraisal firms in Vancouver which made it difficult for us to-obtain
the services.of competent appraisers, We have not been able to satisfy the
Commission that the appraisers took into consideration the general attitude to-
wards the Japanese people. We have hired Toronto. General.Trust appraisers but
they did not give encouragement, Their report indicated the over-all increase
would not be over 10 to 15% of Custodian's sales. We tried to use the point
of "conservative' appraisal in our favour, but the Commissioner respects the
evidence of the Custodian's appraisers. The sale prices of a good many were
very low, All of us, claimants and ¢ounsel, started out thinking in terms of
property sales made by the owner himself, presuming delivering the premises
w as vacant, 994 were rented and rental regulations were in effect from~1943 on,
1 requiring from 6 months to one year's notice to vacate tenants,- Finally, re-
gulations prohibited forcing tenants to vacate, except in cases of failure to
pay rent or for being obnoxious tenants, The Japanese people tried to reént
their houses to people suitable to them and thus rented at very low rates.
There is a difference as to whether of not a buyer could 'get ' possession, I have
suggested to the Minister of Justice that, in recognizing the Commissicner's
ruling that property be taken as it was, dealing with property as tenanted, the
Government should add something to the awards to make allowances for the depre-
ciation on market wvalue of tenanted properties.. . ; : :

# - ki

Proposed Awards - We did pursuade the Commissioner and Government to change
‘their attitude to the claims: , gy o 1

With regard to VLA property, the Commissioner realized there would have to be
! some adjustment from the 25% proposed by Crown Counsel, Negotiations resulted
in inecreasing the awards to about B0%.

v On motor cars, we influenced the Commissioner and Crown Courisel to-increase
awards up to 257, - i

On nets we may succeed in raising theamnount,

On city ﬁropefty and ﬂhaﬁtels, we were unable to obtain an increase other than
to get a eoncession that the Custodiari's fees deducted would be rebated, -

- With boats, the same treatment applies but with a little allowance for depre-
ciation, : Y '

Arriving at Proposed Awards on Individual Cases - We are at present work-
ing with Crown Counsel on the application of the settlement award to individual
cases, and have recently completed B, C., and ilberta cases, In working out
these individual cases, the Custodian's office work out ‘a formula, and strike
off figures they think ought to apply. This is checked with our files, s.2.,
sale price, etc, Special points are looked for and if found, are set aside,
There are special cases of green houses and poultry farms, When the proposed
award was discussed, it was on a total of 800,000, There is a reasonable
chance that it will be. increased from .:90,000 to {100,000,

At this pressnt.time, Some Manitoba cases have been checked through, We
expect to begin checking throuzh the Ontario cases next ronth,. :

At one stage, it looked possible to be through at the end of October but
1t is now more likely to be the end of the year,

SourcehiRibi Mationfipusefim 201 816152233

whvied Nikkeimuseum.org



=

There is the question of what we do from the point of the Commissioner -
making a report to the Government., 4 largze number of claimants, with some
reluctance and on the advice of counsel decided to acquiesce to the Governmant
proposal, In individual cases, I do not know what we can do whether a parti-
cular claimants has acquiesced or refused, If there is a special edse,” I will -M
see to it that it is made a special case, Unless I have further evidence o
call, the cases will have to.go on the evidence before the Commissioner,

There is a certain amount of good faith to keep in this. We have acquiesced

to the proposed awards, having regard to the problems confronted with and to
other factors, We will do as well under the present awards,under the present
terms of reference, as well or possibly better than if we were to Tight tlis .
to the bitter end. But I can realize that where clairants have claimed

5 million or 7 million, with awards of one million, is not good., The pasition
we have to take is that, with the Govermment having. set up a Commission under
the terms of refercnce, with cases which are difficult to prove after 6 or 7
years, we have gbne ahead and proved that there was at least 1 million in
losses (possibly that is all we have oroved), Having regard to the difficulty
of proof, the Govermment should do more than compensate for the amounts prowved
as losses., Whether they do so or not is a matter which gets into the political
field, e.g., whether there is pressure exerted in the country on the Goverm:zent.
We are not attacking the awards - we cannot turn around and attack the awards,
which are what we were able to prove as a substantial loss, The Govermment
should go further than that by recognizing the circumstances of evacuation

and making some kind of awards to those people not within the terms of refer-
ence. We have shown that the Custodian sold in the same kind of market as

did the persons forced to sell their own property, who also suffered losses

for which they should be compensated. The inportant evidence re the Custedian -
is that they encouraged the Japanese at the tiime of evacuation to sell property.
As to timing of such a move, it is a natter th't has to receive careful atten—~
tion and with those people who are closer teo our Government works,

3. Question Period

J. Oki - Have you any idea as to when the Corrissioner will aporoach the
Government formally with the proposals.

Mr, tcliaster - Afraid it will not be till the end of the year, ie would

like to have the hearings through by the end of lovember.
Giving him some chance to write up the report, it would be early in January, .
possibly before Farliament sits next year, That is speaking most optimistically,

.‘Mr, McMaster - There were three or four in the B, C. cases where elaimants
had fine houses situated in a part.of the ¢ity where the other
dwellings were nowhere near the same value as theirs, We raised the award
by 500,00 - although, of course, that amount may not be appreciated by the
¢laimants,

There was a store in Maple Ridge on which the clainant had good proof-thaf ;
the property was bought for .2,100, It was sold by the Custodian for ﬁljjﬁﬂ.
The man who bought it sold it four months later for 2,400, The award was
raised, :

There are several cases of re-sales within a period of 4 months or one vear.
The Judge considers it reasonable to take into account only those re-sales
up to four months, For any longer periods, he will not budge very nuch,

' : (continued)
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In some cases the Custodizn had higher bids than for what he sold the property,

There are cases wherc the revenue produced from the property would justify a
higher price., Where this was not considered by the appraiser, the Commissioner
could be asked to consider that. :

- The Commissioner has softened a little after your delegation 1ntervlewed him
in Toronto and is now more ready to hear special cases,

. Obata - You stressed the necessity to prove a case and provide concrate evi-
dence, Is that just Justice Bird's interprstation - would ‘another
Judge have required the same?

Mr, licMaster - The difference would be that sone would accept points in proof

that others will not. In some things the Judge has leaned our
way and in others has stayed close to the technical line, It is the duty of
the Cormissioner, under the Public Znquiries Act to require proof, How strong
a proof is considered necessary is partially up to the Corriissioner himself,
He must have some kinf of proof before hinm before he can make an award,

R, Obata - It seems to me they must have recognized the difficulty and for that
reason conducted hearings throughout the country., People substan-
tiated in their submissions that they had claims, The claimants made their
claims on that basis, But the awards are based on the evaluations and corncrete
evidence presented, The claimants are therefore reasonably dissatisfied, What
was the point of the hearings if no attentlon is to be pald to them? :

Mr, McMaster - At the time, the Government and we were probably not entirely

aware of the part the hearings would play in the compensating
of the involuntary taking away of property. The hearings were only for the two
[purposes of getting the description of the property and setting the limit of
the claims, The only way to do that was to interview the clalnants. The Judge
cannot place very much eriphasis on the claimants'! estinate of wvalue, He would
have to have the value proved by those who are considered experts, We might
have recognized at the bozinning how difficult it would be but none of us kmew,

-1t was necessary for the Government to get the claimants evidence,

fl, Obata - I understand that unless the property is recorded on the "M" forms,
they are not considered,

Mr, McMaster - Unless you told the Custodian that you had chattels and if the

' Custodian did not go there and find them, then it is not strong
evidence to say that "I had these chattels." That is what the Cormissioner .is
saying. We are trying to get evidence. Crown Counsel has gone quite a long
way for he is conceding the existence of claims if the Custodian had some infor-
mation before filing of the claims. Ve are not tied exactly to the "JP" forms,

R, Obata - The Governnent would have to prove that they sold at fair market value?

5 Mr, McMaster - In compensation cases, the onus is on the claimant to prove.

ir, Brewin - The Govermment did call on a number of witnesses to state that the
method of sales was the best possible method, There was a terrific
anount of evidence which clairmed that every preczution was taken, that the goods
were put on the market under the best possible conditions during the time and
what they actually received as being the best possible evidence, In that way,
the Government has made some effort to establish that they dld sell at fair
(continued)
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market value, The Custodian has attempted to Justlfy that the saiea were the
best possible under the C1rcumstancea.__ rif

Mr, McMaster - You have reputable people giving evidence whom the Judge accepts
as being honest, In dealing with the sales by auction and hawving
regard to the circumstances, it is obwvious to us the auctioneers could-not -get
the fair market wvalue - they say as much was obtained in this way as wmuld have
been obtained if the sales were made by private individuals, -

K, Hidaka - I would not accept the evidence of the person who sold the property.

Mr. Brewin - But supposing the person is an experienced auctioneer, He says
that the sales were set up in the usual way, advertised and a good
number of buyers attended the auctions, He states the sales were made under
" no exceptional eircumstances. Perhaps there is not one sale out of a 100 that
can be considered by us as having been sold at the market wvalue, But almost
in all cases like these, it has been the procedure that the opinion of -the -
person whose property was taken away is not te be given major weight, e,g.,
in Ottawa if property is taken for building purposes, they always have to call
“in an expert, The claimant's own opinion is not given very much weight. The
court wants to hear persons who are experts in placing values, It is not just
->being applied in this case, it is almost universally applied, ' It does not
mean that when the Commissioner says that a lower value is correct that the
claimant is a liar, E

K, Hidaka = If your property were sold, would you accept the vaiuatioﬁ?i
Mr. Brewin - No, I would not have to "accept" that price, S8
K;tHidaka - They should not take the appraiaérs evidence alone,

M;. Brewin - The Cﬂmmissionér is not taking it alone,

Mr, McMaster - There are measures of fair market wvalue according to law, As
regards large chicken farms and large green houses, there is
not -a-market for this type of property. If you take my house, there are a
number very much the same, There is constant buying and selling of houses .. .
similar to mine which gives a measuring rod, With a large green house, the
only time it is sold is when the owner goes bankrupt or if hebecomes deceased and
there is no one to carry on the business, It is easier if there is-a markeét
to test the worth of such property. ' The opinion of persons dealing in certain
types of property is much higher than mine. The Custodian was aectually selling
the property, the auctioneer only handled the cases by auction, The appraisers
get a higher commission on properties sold at a higher value,

J, Oki - The claim could be a fair indication of replacement value,

Mr, McMaster - We have had to get expert opinion, E.g., for the chicken ranch

two '‘people were called, the Dean of Agriculture at the University
and the superintendent of a construction company, to estimate on building a
ranch of similar nature in 1943 - to establish cost of replacement’ then allow
for depreciation, Replacement costs must be proved,

J. Oki - Was information compared with that given by claimants?

Mr, McMaster - Certainly, we are using all the information brought before the
- Commission, When dealing for instance with a fruit farm, there
was the fact that a person bought it in 1936 and added several buildings.
(continued)
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Properties other than Japanese owned could be found very much like this claim-
ant's which could indicate what people were paying for that kind of thing, ihat
is paid for property originally does not have much relevance to the fair market
value, ' 8.l ' '

J. Oki - There were not many Strawberry Farms other than Japanese,

Mr. McMaster - Whereas the over-all recovery is 80%, recovery in Maple Ridze
would average 100%. There are several approaches to the Maple

Ridge property:
- comparative sales have indicated a 120% increase, g ,

= Dean Clement did an independent study, expressing opinion as to value-ef -

*+  -about 100% increase.
- sampling and figures of production studies done at the university were studied,
- farm appriaisers! valuations were slightly less than other approaches,

Mr, Brewin - In many cases, we are being paid the market price of 1943, and
: values have increased since then, Claimants have been deprived
the use of their property and money represented by the. property for 6 or 7 years,
It would be hard to satisfy a person when the property is taken away at 1943
values'and is given back compensation at the market price of 1943 with a depre-
Q}ciated dollar - on that basis of appeal or something like that, we might be able

" Lo pursuade the Government to do something more.
K, Hidaké - Could you give me the details of the roultry farm case,

Mr, McMaster - It is a very interesting case, The direct appraisal by Dean

. Clement checked with studies of investment in poultry fare: - -
»17,000,00 for land and buildings. A Dominion Construction man put replace-
ment cost, less depreciation value, on buildings only (land value was rot' is-
cluded and not including installations) at 516,000, The Soldier Settlement
Board people placed a value of /10,000 and sold it at 25,000.00 witlf the buil--
dings as added to the land, The claimant has claimed 20,000,

d. Oki - Regarding the matter of concrete evidence, the Japanese people left in
good faith that they would return, If they knew they would not -rettrn,
they would have sécured evidence, Those that had evaluations made had special

Mr, McMaster - A person who has had a valuation made on his prop:srty is in a_

~ better position regarding his claim, In using this conclusior,
“it'should not be stated as a basis of attacking the award but to stress that
this method is not adequate in compensating for loss, '

Mr, Brewin - We lost on the point that we argued before the Commissioner, "that
no conditions produced by the evacuation should be taken into

> laccount", e,g.,, the value of chattels would be lower at the time they were sold

_ by the Custodian than at the time they were left by evacuees, We were not able-

A | to persuade the Judge to our view to exclude the element that the evacuation

created the conditions, The Judge would not -interpret the terms of reference:-

on that basis, . el '

Jo Oki - Would consideration be ziven the fa’t that auctions were being held many
times 2 day in one area? > - '3

Mr, McMaster ~ I do not think the auctioneers in .the box played the game, ¥We

s tried to call evidence on that, One auctioneer admitted that the
place of sale would make a difference, We tricd to call contrary evidence -and
got dne witness but he was not actually at any of the auctions,
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J. Old - But would not circumstances 100&113 not pruﬂuée a fair market,

Mr, Mcliaster - But experts claimed on the contrary that there was a amnanL
: for that kind of moods,

Y. Hyodo - ‘ere any buyers cross-examined?

Mr, McMaster - Ho, we did not suceeed in getting any one.
3 E

R, Obata - The conditions of the market itself chanced the value, Supposing
it was another Commission and another Commissioner.

Mr, McMaster - If we had an appeal, we would have talien it,
R. Obata - fire we not in a position to demand another Judge?

Mr, McMaster - lWe woulcd have to go to the Supreme Court of Canada and say
that one of their Judges does not know the law,

Mr, Brewin - Pointing out another side to this matter, if at any stage of the
Commission those responsible for representing the claimants
felt that they wers getting a real raw deal, perhaps it would have been pes- _
sible to make a protest., A theoretical possibility that might have become
a reality and it would have been our duty at a certain stage to protest,
But the Commissioner was not all 'bad', He decided some things in our favour,
Our criticisms are intangible, not such that we can say that he has not done -
a proper job and we want to reject what he does now. We have to remember he
still retains final discretion in marginal cases, Whether you like it-or.: .
not. you do not go out of your way to offend a man who has that power of de-
c¢ision in his hands, Lawyers are confronted with this situation in their
cases all the time, We cannot go complaining about the case on hand because: .
the court has to go on dealing with that case and other cases, Unless the | ¢
point of our objection is clear, it would ultimately do damage to the interest
of the client, If we had thought that throughout the whole problem, there
was a possibility that he was too unamenable and we could not proceed befﬂre
him, we might have taken action but you cannot do that unless you are defi-
nitely right. You would only get the Judge incensed and lose the Gﬁvarnmenth
favour, It is not practical to start attacking the Cormissioner without . |
substantial grounds for protest, The Judge was never bad enough for us to
have sufficient grounds for protest in these circumstances. . . -

R= Obata - With respect to the Powell Street properties, the walue of the
properties depended on the people being there.

Mr. PBrewin - Under the original terms of reference, we could only get some-
thing if it was proved the Custodian acted negligently.

that time, we interviewed thec Minister of Justice and the Secretary of State
and urged that the terms of reference be broad enough to include any lost
property resulting from the ewacuation, as borrowed from the draft Act of the
United States, to cover these points we are now discussing. The question was
whether we were continuing on the basis of fair market value or if the question
was to be considered on the point of "neglizence" - we succeeded in getting
half a loaf, the terms of reference we now have. =
We have to make the very best out of the conditions we face: the Commissioner'
| we have, the proposed awards, the marginal cases, and then examine what claims
' we can make for better allowance outside of the terms of reference, and con- _|

centrate on an effective campaizn to do sdmething about them, Anything that

' ., (continued)

— b
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would be an attack on the Commissioner's proposed awards would not enable Counsel
to go on, and would jeopardize claimants' chances which we already have, and

in getting the best we can under the circumstances, We should concentrate on:
Mr, McMaster cbtaining as much as possible out of the Commissioner; and preparing
very carefully for further action for supplementing the terms of reference,

K, Hidaka - Would 2 person's case not be affected.

Mr, Brewin - o, The following points could be brousht out:
- - difficulty of proof on cases,
- the terms of reference excluded the evidence thet the conditions
of the -market deteriorated.
- the dollar now in 1950 has very much depreciated - no interecst
is being paid and not taking intc any account the factor of the
lower purchasing power, If the property was returned to the owners
it would be worth more now than at the date of sale, We acquiesce
to the proposal of settlement but would suggest, e.z., 50% adjust-
ment on each claim, ; : :

K, Hidaka - If the terms of reference are extended, would it mean that persons .
would still have to prove losses,

 Mr, lMcMaster - The last two years demonstrates that it would not be worth it.to.-
. ) go after an extension of the terms of reference, Because of the
- cost to the Government it would not be permitted,

Mr, Brewin - We would ask for further allowances,

K, Hidaka - We are required to prove losses and cannot prove the losses to that
extent, If ruling was less rigid, then more could be achieved,

Mr, McMaster - ihat we could say to the Government is that 'give us the award

: but we think you shouid give us in addition an allowance to con-
pensate for factors the Commissioner could not take into consideration, on the
basis of what is just and reasonable without a new Cormission, ;

Sxecutive Secretary - I have two points which I should like to raibe at this

time: -

(1) What future line of action is intended to be taken by the JCCA and the Co-
operative Committee in view of the present situation with regard to the claims
question and when the Commissioner submits his report to the Government,
Speaking in general terms, I might add at this tine that while speaking with
Mr, McMaster before this meeting on the point of our taking further aetion;
such as, making representations to the Government, contacting members of Par-
liament, the press and the public on the claims question, Mr, McMaster felt
no action of this nature should be carried out before the Commissioner makes
his report to the Government, IMr, MclMaster also was of the view that when

| the opportune time presents itself for taking further action on our part,
i |1t might be necessary to take action almost immediately, due to factors which
HAlwould limit the amount of time we would have. And for this reason it was
- his advice that we should be in readiness to take action at the opportune time,

-

(2) While speaking to Mr, licMaster with regard to making representation for the
widening of the terms of reference, it was his view that this would be diffi-
cult to request as the practical problem of either appointing a new Commission
or to continue the present Commission in implenmenting this request, with what
we would gain from this, would not, in his opinion, be worthwhile, Should

: . (eontinued)
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this be the final conclusion which then would affect the future consideration
of excluded claims, I would like to ask Mr, McMaster for his opinion as to
whether it would be worthwhile to ask the Govermment for an outright, general
indemnity to compensate evacuees whose elalms are nresently'exﬂIUdEd unﬁer
the ‘terms of reference and others, . i

“Chair - When should we time our future action?
Mr, Mclaster - Groundwork should be done with Members of Parliament. There

is a question as‘to whether we make our approach with the
Cabinet when they are considering the Commissioner's report or wait until the
Cabinet communicates what they intend to do with the Commissioner's report,
to make sure that it is implemented., And while we can say that we_are quitie
sure that the Commissioner has gone about- his investigations properly, we
should indicate that the awards recommended by the Commission do not cover
the greater losses which are not compensated for in the recommendations,”

Mr, Brewin - We should be ready with our first 'shot! immediately the report

is presented - it is at the moment it is published that ‘effec- -
tive commants by the press and our organization can be made, We cannot allow 1
any time to lapse between the Govermment's announcement that they have this
report and their next move, They will not be publishing this report w1thou+
a statement that they intend to implement it, I do not think there is any -

_ practical possibility of the Government doing less than what the Commissioner
recommends, I do not regard that as a serious risk, We might make tactful
enquiries as to how the Government proposes to implement it: by an fAct of -
Parliament, new appropriations, or existing funds, We will have to act before
the issue is dead, We will need to get our friends to speak almost simultan-
eously - might vary the arguments but have them trained in the same direction,.
We must beware of the possibility that the Government will take the point of]
view that they appointed the Commission, that the report is made (which in" _.@y
part represents the mode of approach agread on by claimants! counsél and the
Comnlsaloner}, and they will fulfil the terms, no more and no less, I know |
this to be possible from open argument with the Minister of Justice and ths
Deputy Minister, If we follow it at once with the view that we take what you.

~ (the Government) are giving us but want more on other grounds - unless we are

‘very careful, it is conceivable that they might lop-off something we already
have, We should have all our plans laid with appropriate comments, If .it
happens during Parliament's sitting we could contact our friends in thé House,
Dur responsibility is to try to get something more from the Government., ¥

Kr, HcMasterh— I have ascertained that the Veberans' Department and the Sec- )
retary of State Department will fight tooth and nail ageinst such a move, 17°
Colonel Hunter (representing the Goverrment) is of the attitude that the '
¢laimants should not get anything at all but might concede giving something
paltry to whitewash the Government, i

R, Obata = If a publicity campaign is conducted properly, the public should .:
not take that attitude, We could compare our case with the American,

Jd Gki;y-ln.the States the Custodian did not sell property without the consent
of the owner,

Mr, Brewin - Another thing is that when we pressed for this Commission, we had
at that time a year or two of public interest aroused based on the depnrtation
proceedings and court proceedings and the issue was new, - The public was in- .
terested and aroused, It will not be as easy now. From most ¢f the comments |
we hear, they feel that people have settled down and this was a good thing,

It may be a crude outlook but it is an attitude of mind that exists and it is °
not so easy to arouse them to the contrary now with the passing of these years,

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-52-22-Ta
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o, lekaster - A certain Lype of person does not think too much on these matters,
Once a Royal Coimmission is appuinted they conclude that 1t is
out of the hands of the public,

Mr, Brewin - We might take the argumont that the terms of reference were related
to the price of land in 1943, payment is made without interest,
that use of the money and equivalent was taken away and the people were not able
to make use of it, We could ask that awards should be doubled because of the
depreclated dollar, The Man-on-the-street may be able to appreciate it, They
are now giving us not the value taken from us but wvalue of what was taken from
us when the value of the dollar was 50% higher than now.

Mr, Mclaster - Today in Ottawa, in the Veterans' Department, I was speaking to
a B.C. cabinet member, While he is terribly misinformed on the
Japanese situation, he did not agree with the policy of evacuation that was fol-
lowed.- I think if the point of interest on the dollar is followed, you will not
get anywhere with the Government but you might with the man-on- hhe-street

K,-Hidaka - You would not get anywhere with the claimants on that point,.-. .-
'R, Obata - The claims were not exaggerated,

Mr, McMaster - There are cases where the claim is conservative and others where’
it is exhorbitant but the claimant himself does not believe that,

Mr, Brewin - It is difficult to know what is meant by an exaggerated e¢laim, It

is not altogether true that claimants had a clear idea as to what
to put down, Japanese Canadians are the same as any other people, Some exag-
gerate, some.put in reasonable amounts, k!

Lxecutive Secretary --lihat is your opinion on the point of wiving consideration
in our future actions to appeal for a general irdemni-
fication for the compensation of excluded claims. Is that practical?

Fr. Brewin - Possibly, but we would have to see the ground work of it and whether

it should apply to ae, status, whether they owned property or not,
Point most pressing is to show precedent, "It has been done before" seems to be
the greatest argument to do it again, ; .

‘Mr. McMaster - We must make sure that there is a fairly logical basis, Problem
is to work out a basis for compensation that appears reasonable.

Mr, Srewin - What information do we have now with regard to forced sales? We
might have an indemnity for the fact of evacuation payable to everybody.

Jo Oki - The basis of argument should be the Areriean Bill,

Mr. Brewin - You have to draw a happy line, but for more than you actually get, If
two propositions are put up to them, you might get aceceptance of ocne’

of them,
Mr, lMcMaster - I think you should set up a Committee to discuss this matter with
: Mr. Brewin.

Mr. Brewin - I would suggest that someone get all possible information as to what
is proposed to be done or is being done in the United States,

APPRECIATION was expressed to Mr, Mclaster and Mr. Brewin for their kindness in
attending the meeting.

ADJOURNMENT - The meeting was declared adjourned at 11.30 p.m.
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TELEPHONE PACIFIC B164

‘Campbell, Brazier, Fisher & McMaster

OUR FILE Mo,

WBarristers and Solicitors

A, T. R. CAMPBELL A, W. FIBHER
C. W. BRAZIIER R. J. McMASTER

ROYAL BANK BUILDING
67TE WEST HASTINGS STREET

VANCOUVER, B.C.

A, J, F, JOHNSBOMN

October 6th, 1945.

Andrew Brewin, Esq., K.C.,
Sterling Tower,
Toronto, Ontario.

Dear Andy:

I have for acknowledgment receipt of your
letter of October Lth.

Tt certainly appears to me wise to inform the
claimants as to the progress which is being made in
this - matter. You can report to them that settlement
is well underway and we are now guite hopeful fthat the
nroceedings should be concluded early in JL ember to
enable the Commissioner to make his report by the end
of the year. You can use vour own digcretjcn but I
think it might also be reported to them that by virtude
of the review of the individual cases I anticipate that
the total recovery will exceed the total recovery based
on the_settlement formu_ﬁut forward by thie Custodian by

about $100,000.00. I tllnk you can also report taat
with “Egard to City _property that while we have not yet
been able to persuade the Commissioner to give any over-
all recovery, in a fair number of cases we have been
able to find evidence of some kind which ‘has euqblgﬂ
us to obtain increases on special cases which approached
some degree of fairness so that the over-all ﬂicture
will not be as rough as it originally appeare d it
might be.

I think that in the letter which the J.C.C.A.
sent out to the claimants that they should know that
their individual cases have been goqe over with a
fine tcoth comb and in any case where there Uda any
Fope of obtaining 'a special award the issues have
been raised with the Crowm Counsel and elther settled
with Crown Counsel or taken to the Commissioner.

Every case which our Committee is acting for has first

:omte Mikkeal Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-52-23-1
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Mr. Brewin: October 6th, 1949.
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been summarized by Mr, Leckie and thien gone cver in

detail by myself. There will undoubtedly be human
errors in the process but certainly we have gone

about the settlement of their cases as far as possible
in the same manner as if we were working for each

one individually. In a great number of cases where
chattels are involved we have cbtained the auction
sheets from the Custodian and checked each item on
the auction sheet against the claim which, while a
tedious job, has produced results favourable to the
claimants.

For your own information and nct for general
circulation our friend Virtue did us two services
while he was out here. He versuaded the Judge in
several special VLA cases to make special awards in
excess of the over-all particularly with regard to
property situate in residential districts which would
have a residential valueé as distinct from a farm value.
I was hesitant to take this position in view of the
undertaking given to the Commissioner when we made
our representations to him that the over-zll would
cover everytiing except the chicken houses and green-
houses., However, he gave into Virtue on it and made
special awards and accordingly I have now informed
Crown Counsel that I intend to tazke a limited rhmner
of special cases with regard to V.L.A., of a natur
simlilar to those in which the Judge gave special aﬂa*dh
to Virtue. This will not only better the position of
the individuals who pget special awards but will make
nore aveilable for distribution to the other claimants.
Crown Counsel have welloweu ruite a b‘t unde¢ the process
are Fpraﬁﬁally concerned they are noﬁ persuadad thht
the settlement is not too generous., As a result in
dqa}in with the Ontario cases I think I have succeeded
in making better settlements than I did when we started
out with the B. C. cases, B

The Otsuki case is still before the Judge. Ve
presented such strong evidence that he indicated to
the Crown that they had not begun to meet it and re-
quired them to produce further evidence which I took
as an indication that he wanted some place to hang
his hat at less than the proper award. However, I

Source Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1- 52 237
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Mr. Brewin: October 6th, 1949.
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do not think that the evidence which they adduced in

any way met the case which we had put forward and I

am hopeful that we will make a substantial recovery

in this case. I expect he will hand down his decisicn
T

after further argument next week and when I hear I
will let you know.

With respect to the matter of costs, I have not
discussed -the matter further with Judge Bird and do
not wish to do so until he presses the issue so that
I can have a s complete a statement as possible. It
strikes me that your idea of having a statement pre-
pared by P. 5. Ross & Son showing the balance payable
by euach of the successful claimants is very good and
should put us in a strong position with the Crown to
argue that the Crown should pay directly to thﬂ
Committee without further reference to the claimants.
I personally have made no further progress in drawing,
a statement of account., It looks as if I will snend
my Christmas Holidays in that manner.

With kind personal regards, I am,

Yours truly,

CAMPBELL BRAZIER FISHER & McMASTER,

Per: wyffxiéf
f""f

MceM: MM
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+ . MEMASTER
4. F. JOHNSOMN

TELEPHOMNE PACIFIC D164
CABLE ADDRESS: "CAMBRA"™

THE ROYAL BANK BUILDING
675 WEST HASTINGS STREET

VANCOUVER, B.C.

. T. R, CAMPBELL

COUR FILE No.

November 23rd, 1949.

Andrew Brewin, Esq., K.C.,
Barrister, etc.,
Sterling Tower,

TORONTO 1, Ontario.

Dear Ardy:

You will recall that Virtue made certain repre-
sentations concerring Steveston properties at the time
of the alleged "settlement" ard in view of Virtue's
cases he gave him awards higher than the gereral zward
on Stevestor property. Apparently Drew Pratt had a case
in Stevestor also in which he called evidence arnd irn
that.case Mr., Justice Bird gave Lim a substantial zward,
He sent me a copy of this I would imagine in error and
along with it he sent a memorandum dealirg with Steveston
properties generally, a copyof which I now enclose Rerow
with., You will rotice that he bases his notes on the
Diggon-Hibben vs. Regem case recently decided by the
Supreme Court of Carada or an appeal from the Exchequer
Court and not yet reported. The decisicn as T understand
it although I have rot had an opportunity to study the
finrdirg of the Supreme Court of Carada is that Fair Market
Value should be determired not from the standpoirt cf

/what a prudent purchaser would be willirg to pay for the

property in a free market but from the standpoint of wheat
a prudent owrer would be willing to pay to prevent his
property from being taken away from him and you will ob-
serve that in his memorandum with regard to Steveston
properties Mr, Justice Bird allegedly followed this
approach, While he says ir his memoranrdurn that this is
the approach which he has used on the Steveston property
it is certainly not an approach which he used in the
gereral formula in relatior to Steveston nroperty and
it_is my intention to re-opem the issue with hin not
only with regard to Steveston but with regard to other
areas which in fact beceme ghost towms by reason of the
evacuation of the Japanese. S
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Mr, Brewin: November 23rd,1949.
e

It is too bad that the Supreme Court of Canada
decision had not beer made at the time you presented your
argument on Fair Market Value because you will observe
from Mr. Justice Bird's reasoring in this memorardum
that he is in fact row accepting the principle which —
you urged upon him that while the "property sold in the/ _
period of 1643 - 1944 may have been sold at the best 4
prices then obtainatle ir view of the depressed con-
ditions, nevertheless, the prices realized carnnot be
said to have represented the Fair Market in mormal
.circumstarces,"

I would be pleased to have any suggestions which
you have to make concermnirg the matter. It has crossed
my mi~d that unless Bird changes his ture on the cver-
all settlemert that we will have a very forceful argumert
with the Govermment to increase the award by the Commis-
sioner by virtue of the fact that his finding on Fair
Market Value was made before the Diggon-Hibber case
| was decided by the Supreme Court of Carada and the over-
Il all settlement was based upon his interpretation of
! Fair Market Value without the benefit of that decision.

Yours truly,

CAMPBELL BRAZIER FISHER McMASTER & JOHNSON,

Per: gﬁﬁﬂf

-

-

McM: MceC

encl.
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THE CO-OPERATIVE COMMITTEE !

Sk GEORGE TANAKA
LAMNDSCAPE ARCHITECT
JAF"AH ESE CANAD'ANE 1496 Rometown Drive  Port Cradit, Ont.
TOROMTO, ONT. November 18, 1949.

Dear Claimant:

The Co-operative Committee wrote to all the claimants in April advising them of
the fact that a suggestion had been made by the Commissioner as to a proposed method
of dealing with the claims before him by fixing general percentages in different ca-
tegories of claims, e.g., lands sold to the V.L.A., other lands, chattels, automobiles,
Vancouver properties, flshing nets, fishing vessela, etc.

It was proposed that this general method be applied and certain percentages were
suggested by the Commissioner and at the same time he said that he would deal with
apecial cases which for some reason or other did not fall within the general catego-
ries or pressnted special features,

The Co-cperative Committee advised that the claimants should acquiesce in this
method of procedure, having in mind the very great difficulties of proof of value in
the individual cases, and types of property, and also the danger that prolonged hear-
ings would be necessary if each individual caaummw—m
Vancouver causing not only further delay, but considerable additlonal expense in pre-
senting the claims.

At the same time we suggested that we were quite dissatisfied with the proposal
po far as it related to Vancouver real estate and indicated that we intended to make
evary effort to have the basic percentage increased,

We received a large number of replies, a considerable majority of which indicated
the view that it would be wise In all the clrcumstances to agree to the method of
procedure proposed.

Accordingly, our solicitors and representatives in Vancouver have proceeded to *

review ayery file in every single case, first, with counsel representing the Govern-
r to a the general formula @ re not apec

features 1 to discuss with Crown Counsel and t ha Comnissioner the

necesaity fo mes and the hear-

ing of evidence in special cases,

Qur solicitor in Van::aur.rer, Mr, McMaster and his staff,
7 4n detail and have succeeded in persuading the Crown Cﬂunﬂal and the Commissioner to
agree Lo increases on the percentages originally outlined in a considerable number of
cases. In addition to that, quife a number of special cases have been heard by the
Commissioner.

In regard to Vancouver property, representations were made by the Co-operative
Committee to the Commissioner himmself when he was in Toronto, and to the Minister of
Justice, but the Commissioner has expressed the view that the general percentage fixed
by him is the highest he can recommend and the Minister of Justice has indicated that
he cannot make any proposal or agresment inconsistent with the Commissioner's recom-
mondation which, of course, has not yet been received.

However, Mr. McMaster, our counsel in Vancouver, informs us that, in a fair num-
ber of Vancouver property cases, some increase has been allowed on the ground that
there were special features relating to them,

The process of working on individual cases and discussing them with Goverrnment
counsel and with the Cummiaaiansr is pmceading, and we are informed t there is &
rpau{:nnble hope 8 o NrOCes 8 by the end of the year and
e Comm asiunur a rapor'.‘. may bﬂ mada nhnrt.ly thurna._ft.gr.

Naturally when the report is finally made the details of it will be reported as
promptly as possible to the claimants as well as a report on the prospects as to when
the Government will make the payments recommended by tha Commissioner.

L imants that in our o n_our counsal ouver, and
staff of valuators and experts tha ey have cted, ars do ave h
that ia asible within the limits of the terms of reference and the culties
of proof, to securs the best possible result for each of the individ cla .
Yours very truly,
SECRETARY .,
Source: MNikkei Mational Museum, 2018 168-1-52- 25 ’l
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OUR FILE No.

December lst, 1949.

i Andrew Brewin, Esq., K. C.,
Sterling Tower,
Toronto 1, Ontario.

Dear Andy:

I have for acknowledgment receipt of your letter
of the 28th ultimo. At the present time I am trying to
extract from our files the necessary information with
respect to Steveston and other allied properties before
taking the matter up with the Judge as to the application
of the Diggon Hibben vs. Hegem case.

It seems to me another place where the principle

in that case would well apply is with regard to the
sale of boats where the Judge found that they sold at
their fair market value and gave us recovery on the basis
of depreciation and cost. The Crown's own witness in

- this case clearly admitted that the market had been
depressed by the flooding of the same by virtue of sales
of Japanese vessels through the J.F.V.D.C.

I certainly wish this decision had been avail-
able at an earlier date because I think you can readily
realize that it is going to be difficult at this late
stage of the proceedings to get the Commissioner tc make
very many radical amendments to the settlement and I shall
have to be careful not to overdo it. After I have gotten
my material together and taken the matter up with him I
will report to you.

J I was under the impression that you had received
from the Commissioner a copy of his rulings with regard

to Fair Market Value. I recall that I received a copy
allegedly before the Reasons were officially released and
I either sent a copy to you or understood that Mr. Watson
was sending a copy. I will try to locate a copry and
forward it to you in the near future.

With respect to the Judge's review in cases
where the awards have exceeded the Custodian's estimate

!
i

!
gource:hnkkeiPdanonalhﬂuaeunw,2018-16-1-52-26-1
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by $100 or more, we went through a further 20 or 30 cases
the other day. The only casualty I suffered was on one
property where we had agreed on the theoretical ratio
higher than the general average in the case and applied

it to a large number of items of used clothing, tools

and kitchenware which were lost. The recovery on the
basis settled was about $500.00 and the Judge cut us down
$250,00. On the merits of the particular case I really
had no complaint although I registered a complaint with
him on the basis that what you lose on the roundabouts

you should be able to pick up on the swings. I have
urged Braidwood to try and persuade the Judge that having
regard to the net result of his review of some 180 cases
to date (being a reduction of about $600 in all) he should
abandon the idea of reviewing the remainder of the cases
where the award is in excess of $100.00 of the Custodian's
estimate,

I have not any exact idea of how many further
cases come in this category but my guess would be that
it must be three or four hundred at tre very least. The
length of time it takes to review the cases before him
would not make this an onerous task but you can apprec=-
iate that it involves a number of days' work on the part
of Crown Counsel and myself in refreshing our memories
as to the basis on which the settlement was made and the
devious reasons leading up to the "bargain",

Frankly, while the Judge's move is to protect
himself from attacks subsequently by Shears and possibly
with the hope of placating Shears,from the results of
the cases we have already reviewed, Shears has arrived
at the obvious conclusion that the Judge does not intend
to seriously upset the settlements. Consequently,
Shears is getting hotter under the collar every day and
there is not the slightest doubt that he will provide
his own Department with detailed reports on many cases
in which he will allege that his Department has been
" rﬂthd“ .

Fortunately, for my sake, in the dealings I
have to have with Shears he does not appear to blame me
in the least but is obviously of the opinion that Crown
Counsel are not adequately protecting his Department.

While George was out here I endeavoured to give
him some assistance with regard to the preparation of a

Source: MNikkei National Museurn, 2018-16-1-52-26-2
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Brief to be presented to the Government after the Com-
missioner has made his report. I still have in my mind
certain reservations with respect to the presentation of
such a Brief although I can fully sympathize with the
motivation therefor. I am highly skeptical that the

Covernment will do nothing more than the Commissioner
recommends. Having regard to the fact that the Secretary

| of State's Department will probably raise considerable fuss
and quite possibly the Department of Veterans' Affairs like-

wise will do so about the Commissioner's findings and also
having regard to the presence of Hunter in the Government
who, I think, will be hopping mad at the increase over the
alleged settiement of last Spring I do not see the Govern-
ment going any farther than the Commissioner is prepared
to go. The Commissioner has conveniently forgotten that
Mr. Hunter took a trip to Ottawa last Spring when we were
discussing settlement and that I was verbally assured that
if the.settlement was made in the manner indicated the
Government would stand behind it. Unfortunately, that
assurance was not obtained in writing or on the record.

I find it hard to believe that the Government will not
implement the Commissioner's recommendations but it seems

Jto me the implementation may be delayed if too great a

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-52-26-3
il Nikkeimuseum.org

fuss is girred up. However, you will be in a better
position to examine the matter objectively than I am

under the pressure of trying to get the Commission wound
up e

Concerning the question as to whether or not
the Commission will be completed by the end of the year,
I think the Commissioner himself is still optimistic such
will be the case. However, there are yet some 200 cases
to be discussed. There is the question of his reviewing
some 300 or LOO cases at least. The question of the manner
of distribution of the award on D.V.L.A. purchases and the
question of allowance for cost is still to be cleared up.
My optimism of the summer time therefore is somewhat damp=-
ened that we will be able to complete the matter by the
time Christmas Vacation rolls around although I think we
can be assured that it will be completed some time in
January. I beliee the Commissioner intends to have most
of his report written in advance and that the award sheets
will be attached thereto so that once the awards have been
completed there should not be too great a delay in his

/‘ﬁg?/’;//j/‘,m
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