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M ke M. Masaoka is con-
sidered by many 1o be
ame of the truly great contempo
rary Americans., As the oui-
spoken leader of the Japanese
Americans dunng and after the
War amd a tireless I-.-hh:. ist Foor
civil rights issues, he has lefl a
Lasting imprind upon the legisla-
tive history of the American
Congress. His recent autohin-
graphy, THEY CaALL ME
MOSES MASAUKA, has been
latled by both writers and pali-
tictans as a required reading
Hrve gl Asreren———
NIKKEI VOICE spoke 1o him
on the occasion ol has visit o
Toronte in November, 1987
NIKKEI VOICE: Was it your
group that manceuversd the
American Redress  Bill
through the House of Repre-
senfalives?
MASAOKA: Yes, it was,
NIKKEI VOICE: Were you
happy with 1t? The amount is
only $1.2 billion.
MASADKA: To be fair about
the whole thing., we'ne never
going 10 gel enough money o
make up for all that we went
through. Lot of us old geesers
don’t particularly need the
money We need the sym-
bolism or the significance of
the money. As | pointed out
before, in some ways 4 na-

tiomal apology is really a gre-
ater thing than compensatson.
To have a government offi-
cially apologize to a group of
people is unheard of. But, =1
the sasme time, we know that
maney talks, | think most of us
are sncere when we say that
we want 1o do this, nod just for
ourselves — cause we'ne oo
ol mow — but for the progec-
tsom of our futare children and
for other Americans so that i
can’t happen again. There-
fore, oo assure thal it won't

Mo o L ey L e

make the price of racism so
capensive thal Congress or
others who will want o do
something similar again will
have 1o pause and think. We
wank thas miney im fwe kinds;
first, 1o individuals becawse
imbhvaduals host, and second B
the community because we
lost collectively 1o,

Mo, I8 il compensation
lor what happened 1o us be
cause no amaunt of money
will compensate Tor that. Buat
this is solatium, an act of
grace, an acknowledgement
by the government that
they've made a mistake and
thal they ve really misjudged
our characier, And also, we
want this money o show
Americans that if America

wails 1o be racist she has o
pay for i,

NIKKEI VOICE: Do you feel
that your mavement will suc-
ceed? This was an authorza-
tion bill; you still have in come
back with an appropristion
hill. Was the success in Sep
wember just a symbolic pes-
ture?

MASADEA: The bill passed the
House almost two-to-one. T
hasn't passed the Senate be
cause we've held it up. We

SETICE

preity sure that we can get il
sl

NIKKEI VIMCE: Why aré you
halding it up?

MASAOKA: Because, with
Wall Street in the situstbon that
it is, with the internal debt of
the LI5S, as bag as it is, with the
problem of the trade deficit
with Japan, with the problems
in the Persian Gull, o radse
another problem would su
tomatically call for a velo
Wie'vee got the viles to pass the
hall, but a veto may change a
lot of these things.

S0, timing is very important
in these thimgs. We've held it
up, more or bess, because we
think that if we give the legisl-
ation to the Presadent al an
awkward time, when he’s

KKEI VOICE
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expensive.”

becn weakemed. he may be
forced 1o veto it against his
betier judgement.

NIKKEI YOICE: S0 you can
oontral the timing of legisla-
tiom in the 1.5, can you?

MASADKA: It's nat o muoch
that we're controlling the
timing. &5 working together
with the members of Congress
o gzt the most appropriate op-
pounity.

NIKKEI YOICE: Asde from
this very interesting difference

B e o gmapnes,

Japanese Americans from
Japanese Canadians?

MASADKA: We're very much
alike in mamy ways, 1 think,
Wi both wanl 10 see security
lor our group. We want o see

eater orunity for our
?hikhmﬁ chih&i‘g chil-
dren, For all Amencans and
Canadians. we want o sec
civil, social and political
rights

NIKKEI YOICE: 50 you see
:_..w.;rs::lf a5 a spokesperson for
all Amencans.,

MASADEA: O, yes. It has 1o
be. At our age, we don't have
mauch left 1o contribule o our
country or i our people, ex-
cept o their fubare,

NIKKEI VIDICE: What's your
view of Canada’s multicul-

“We want to make the price of racism very

“Sansei and Yonsei cannot afford to be
apathetic about human rights violations”

turadism policy? Cur govem-
meent actively suppons and en-
courages  ethmicity, but
1 Canadians, because

our experience during the
War, are just now beginning o
rediscover and redefine our
idemtuty.

MASAOKA: Today, we have
something like that in America
nixr. Hefore the War, the great
thrust was assimilation, but
oday we have ethnic

pluralism, as you have up

suggest to your readers is
something most Japancse
Canadians and Japamese
Amenicans do nod think shous
much. This is how much they
have already comtributed o
their country. Mow, you know
that the evacuation m bath
countries was a fermible lhlrg
tor maffer and endure, yetou

that some good has come. The
civil rights movement and
drive in North America started
with our evacuation, The great
civil rights movement in
America during the early six
ties w out of our evacus-
tion. The Bill of Rights in
Canada grew out of your in-
carceration, So, we”ve already

See ““Masaoka™ page i
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Takeshita’s Visit
Perfect Diplomacy

TORONTO Japanese Prime
Minister Mobom Takeshita's
wvisit i Canada on January 15 and
16 was, from a public relations
stamalpoint, a grest success, The
two men, Takeshita and Prime
Minister Mulroney. carmed off
their first official meeting bet-
ween them with perfect diplo-
The highlight of the visil was a
black tie dinner hosted by the
Canadian Prime Minister st the
Harbour Castbe Westin Conven-
tion Centre in Toronto,

The two leaders spoke o a
gathering «of some thousand
guests. Mulroney's speech
sounded familiar. He siressed the
need for a strong ““friendship™
and ‘'parinership’” between
Canada and Japan. and proc-
laimed that **Canada s open for
husiness from Japan.™

Nikkeimuseum.arg

He praised Japan for having
harmonized economic renovation
with traditional values, and went
rm to clam that the new Free
Trade Deal will make Canada
mare altractive 1o Japan.

There was me contradiction
from Takeshita. He went even
further, congratulating Mulroney
for the initistive and assuring him
that Japan is very happy aboul the
trade deal.

The thrust of Takeshita's first
speech to Canadinns was obvi-
ously friendly relstions. He an-
nounced that Japan wall contri-
bute %1 million to the Canada
Council this vear in order o im-
prove cultural relations. He
spuke of Japan's imentions to en-
courage more exchange prog-
ranms Ecmcm the two countries
o improve understanding.

Under JL.E.T. (Japan Educa-

AL FORU

o April 14, 1988, there
will be a rally in Citawa

o show support for the
Japaness Canadian Redress
movement, said An Miki, Presi-
dent of the Mational Association
of Japanese Canadians,

The gathering. sadd Miki, will
be a public forum o show Cana-
dians ithat the Redress issse has
support from millions of people
from across the country.

ton and Teaching) program.
Japan will invite im the next year
B0 Canadians to teach in Japan

He pledged s do “all (he) can
o help'” during the upcoming
Economic Summit in Toronto

The two lesders stayed clear of
any possibility of COMETOVETEY
The success of their public rela-
thons meeting 4 suggested by the
neutral tome of their joint-
SLaLcment.

1 FOR JAPANI

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-7-1-1
WAL

Thie MAIC also bopes o intro-
duce publicly The Mational Co-
alition for Japanese Canadian
Redress, a new group composed
of o number of prominent Cana-
dians who have officially given
thesir names in suppon of a speedy
resolution to the redress issuc.

Busloads of seniors from the
Iapanese Canodian community
will come to Omawa 1o attend this
public forum, It is the older
members of the community who
have suffered the most during the
last War at the hands of the Cana-
dian government, sxid Miki

The next official meeting bet-
ween the two men will be at the
Economic Summil in Juse. The
real test of their friendship will
come when the full impact of the
trade deal has been digested by
both countries.

" Write 10t 240 Midland Avenue, Suite 204D

APRIL PUBLIC FORUM PLANNED
BUSES CONVERGE ON OTTAWA

Centers such as Toronto,
Hamilton, Montreal, Vancoouver
and Winnipeg have already
scheduled busloads to travel o
Oetawa during that week in April.
The NAJC anticipates many
more centers will organize the
trip before then

¢ organizers of the fonam
hope the visstors 1o gﬂ.‘!‘.""ﬁ."“"
oceupy either Parliament Hill or
the auditorium inside the Parlia-
ment Building for their display of
unity and support. A nember of
the Coalition members will be in-
wvited to speak along with some of
the politiciams.

““We hope 10 have a big media
coverage for this event,” Miki
concluded. “*It is an educational
eveni. We must generute much
more awareness on the part of the
Canadian puble.”™

Scarborough Ontario, MIFP 4R8
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BILL C77: DISTURBING
AND INSULTING

efence Minister Perrin Beatty's Bill CT7 anempis o supercede

the notorious War Measures Act which the Japanese Canadians
have been trying to alter or abolish, It is very clear from the text of the
ball, bowever, that the government has failed w bring about an wibe
replacement. The Emergencies Act at present s between sec
third readings of the House: it is in comminse. Japanese Canadians must
have an open and complete debate of o measure that hits so chose (o their
expenence,

Ultimately there is nothing in the mew Act to protect the individual
from the arbitrary issuance of the Prime Minister. Under this Act,
human rights during emergencies are still dispensable, for the checks
which are attempied in Sections 56, 57 and 58 ase mostly cosmetic.
Parliament, for example. is asked wo give affirmation within 7+ 3 days,
and either House may bring in a motion to revoke the orders. All this st
bottom 1% academic, for history shows that geting affirmation during
emergencies has never been a problem in Canada, 1t is in the nature of
emergencics that people will panic and follow. Funhenmore, can 13
Senators or 30 MP°s under a given scenario effectively persuade the
majority after only five hours” debate?

W « are also expected o be appeased by the compensation mecha-

nism which is built into the Act. The real protection, therefore,
Is only afier the fact. Even here, one is left with some disturbing
questions. Why is the entire compensation process so completely in the
hands of the Prime Minister? Why is there a time limit to the process of
appeal? Why is so much protection given to the awthorities? The
principle behind compensaticn must be its capacity to deter government
excesses. C77 is not an adequake determent.

It is good that Amendment 6(3) of the War Measures Act has been
removed, but if the mew Act is i0 be truly safe, it must provide the
petential victims with a basis of guarantee. Somehow there must be a
clear stipulastion that a state of emergency does not divest the govemn-
ment of its responsibility fowards human nights.

ow, in the face of these inadequate checks, look at what the

Prime Minister can do under C77.
The following is & chilling comparison;
WAR MEASURES AUT

3 1a) amest, detertion, exclusion
and deportation

BILL C77

28(1c) ...entry and search. ..
seizure and detention. . .

ZR{ 1k} the removal from Canada
of persons other than
Canadian citizens,

28 1a) the control or regulation
of any specified industry
or service, inchuding the
use of eguipment,
facilities and inventory,

3(1a) contral {of). .. means of
COMEUnICation

3(1c) control of harbours, ports
and. . _waters. . and. ..
vessels

3{1d) ...conrol of wranspon of
persons and things.

3(1f) appropriation, control,
forfeiture and disposition
of property. ..

And the lisis go on. The expiration time for the three types of
emergencics are 60 days, 120 days and 360 days (an entire year). These
deadlines can be extended indefinitely. )

In addition, there are provisions in the new Act that do not appear in
the War Measures Act. We must seriously ponder the ramifications and
consequences of clauses, for example, that allow the Prime Minister to
do “*whatever is reasonably nec "* to the point where he can
Hprohibit public assembly®’ and *“prohibit rave]™.

Instead of answering questions, Bill C77 raises oo many that are
disturhing. Instead of making it impossible, this Act, & it stands, makes
the repetition of the wantime injustices just as likely. If this legislation
were bo pass unchanged, it would be an insult 1o those Japanese Cana-
dans who have suffered from emergency legislation and who have
wished for all Canadinns a safer future.

Help Us Grow

he NIKKElI VOICE at
present 15 a non-profit

26( 1) the appropriation, control,
forfeitare, wse and dispo-
sition of property. ..

Please mention our name when
you do business with them. We
alse ask that you encourage any

business, but it is a business. It
will not be able to continee for
very long without advertisers.
We will, therefore ; ask our read-
ers for two things, We ask that
you support the businesses that
may appear in our publication
whenever and wherever you can.

busimessmen you are Familiar
with to advertise in our mews-
paper, Rate cards can be supplied
if they write o our office. Please
help us make NIKKEl VOICE a
permanent part of owr commun-
iy,
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KINDA LATE FOR TERRORISM
SUKIYAK!, THERE'S
OMLY YOU AND ME LEFT:

CONGRATULATIONS pour in
10 the NIKKEI VOICE

Dear Sir:

A 5 the federal Mew Demo-
cral spokesperson on Mul-
ticalturalism | would like to offer
my congratalations on the first
issue of NIKKEl VOICE, The
editorial commimment 1o de-
veloping “"an instrument 1o help
all Japanese Canadians com-
municate across Canada and be-
come a social and political force™'
is to be strongly supporied. The
strengthening of the Japanese-
Canadian community will di-
rectly enhance and benefit the
growth of Canadian society as a
whiole.

1 would like to ke this op-

porminity 0 reaflinm my com- oo

mitment o the efforts of the
MNAJC o achieve a just redress
seflement. One of my very first
speeches to the House of Com-
mons after the Sepember 1984
federal elections called for the
govemnment 1o negoliate an ap-
propriste redress package with
the NAJC,

I remain commatied to the be-
lbef thar the only acceptable solu-
tion requires a settlement armived
al through serious pegotiabons
between the govemmendt and the
MNAIC, a settlement which in-
cludes a formal acknowledge-
ment of wrong=doing. individual
compensation and a community
development fund

I look forward 1o receiving fu-
ture issues of the NIKKEI
VOICE and o confinuing my
waork with the Japanese-Canadian
commumity,

Emic Epp, M.P.
itawa

Diear Editor:
C ongrabalations on the first
cdition of **Nikkei Voice™
Yours saimcerely,

Thomas R. Berger
Vancouver, B.C.

Why Issei left NAJC

Dear Editor:

agree that for us Japancse

Canadians, as far as redress
15 concerned, there is cenainly no
other way than to follow the
NAJC, I is areal pity that in spise
of this. there are some Japanese
Canadians opposed Le it

In our arca, the Okanagan, the
situation is the same, but three-
quariers of Japanese Canadians
were not forcibly moved. These
are people who have built the pre-
sent because they benefited by
s_pod economic comnditions in the
wartime period, and they do not
show much interest in redress.
However, we are patiently con-
finuing to carry on the cause of
Japamese Canadians.

Personally. what amazed me
as an observer 1o the MAJC
meeting was that | was the only
Issei present. | hal heard before,
and knew in reality that [ssei who
made the greatest sacrifices were
cold 1o this redress guestion. On
one hand. one can understand the
feeling that they have entrusted
the matier to MNisei and Sansei,
but on the other hand, in [ssei
meetings, there is a lack of over-
all ..'cu:lperui.rm with the MAJC,

hy have the Issei kept
away from the NAJC?
The facts are as follows,

It must not be forgoiten that 1
the beginming of the redress
question, over three-quarters of
the lssei showed a genuine inter-
st in it. What | sasd at the May

meeting of the NAJC was that |
wanted it w be understood why
the Issei have become cold o the
ueEsiKm,

As | said before, in the Confu-
cian system, keeping up appear-
ances is very importand. Thus, if
for the sake of convenience, we
say “'lssei, Misci, Sansei,”” the
Issei think this 1% nol an approp-
riate way o call the Issei, and
sometimes amounts W redeness.
Even if the lssei themselves
realize that they cannod speak and
act like the Misel and Sansei, and
even if they know they cannat do
thimgs without the Nisel and San-
sei, it is a blow to their self-
respect to admit it in froat of
others,

George Kakuno
British Columbia

Ethnic rally
was inspiring

found the ethnic rally at
Harbord Collegiate 1o be
one of the most moving and in-
spiring events of my life as a
Canadian, 1 think Japanese
Canadians have done a most
wonderful thing for Canadians in
providing this focus for us o ex-
press our shame at our wartime
treatment of you. As well, you
provided an opportunity to name
the racism whach lay a1 the basis
of this treatment and to un-
equivocally state that we will
stand together w combat it
Wi con’t move ahead in unity
until we have acknowledged our
past mistakes. We have to make a
just and humane society here in
Canada. The great strength and
lendership of Japanese Canadinns
are helping us io get there. Please
don’t stop until you have suc-
ceeded in our campaign for red-
ress.
Kim Malcolmson
Toronio

Ethnic Solidarity
Our Only Safeguard
Dear Editor:

l enjoyed n.*uvl,ling YOUr res
pors on the October 29h
cthnic rally in Toronte and the
creation of a Mational Coalition
for Japanese Canndian Redress
A this stage in the redress cam-
paign, such demonstrations of
solidarity are essential, for they
undeslime the fact that the redress
isswe is basically a human rights
issue, ranscending ethnic boun-
daries
Maow that the silence has been
broken, it would be a tragedy o
let the lederal government off the

haook oo casily. An apology and

enough. Mo amount of money
can ever heal the wounds com-
pletely. of course. However, un-
less Japancse Canadians get sub-
stantial monetary compensation,
both individual and collective.
and unless the cumment War Mea-
sures Act is repealed. the same
king of injustice could victimize
other minority groups one day.
And many Canadians could con-
tinue 1o believe that the evacua-
tion was justified
It is dangerously self-deluding
for any ‘hyphenated Canadian® o
become complacent aboat his or
her place in this so-called ethnic
masaic, One step in safeguarding
minonty rights s the strengthen-
ing of ties between oppressed
groups. Hopefully, the solidanty
which has developed over the
redress ssue will endure and
grow decper bong afier this issue
15 resolved,
Muomoye Sugiman
Toronio

KIKKEI VHCE welcomes anti-
cles and letlers on topics of iner-
st b our readers, Please parici-
pate in the diadogue and debate
which are the cssence of this
forum. We reserve the right o
use editorial judgement. Please
send your submissions 1o the
NIKKEL VOICE office.

NAJC IS THE SAME AS JCCA

Dicar Editor:

I take grest pride in the ac-
complishments of oar commun-
ity and the MAJC/NICC A which
heas played a vital role in my life
simee il was founded in 1947, In
1980, the name NICCA was
changed 10 MAJC. [ bring this 1o
your attention because during the
time 1 coordinated the 40th An
niversary Celebration of the

NICCASNAJC, it came as a sur-

A NATIONAL FORUM FOR JAPANESE CANADIANS

prise o some that the two or-
ganizations were one and the
same. The confusion 15 under-
standable, Unlike the JCCD
which dissolved on the formation
of the national JOCA, the NAJC
was 8 change in name only, and it
was made after much delibera-
s

Addie Kobayashi

Waterloo, Cntarko

Source: MNikkel Mational Museum, 2018-1622-7-1-2
i Nikkeimuseum.org




EXPLODING
COLOURS

TO SPIRITUALITY

Heather Yamada
Explores her dreams

KEI VOICE

here has been a surge of

literary activily in Canacla
in recem years. Many Canadian
wrilers are househaold names,
Less publicized but just as vib-
rant, however, are our anlists,
Ome has oaly 10 gallery-hop in
downtown Toronto or Van-
couver, for example, o see the
variety of creative ideas at work

Al the cenler ol this activily are
Japanes: Canadian amists, When
ome thinks of the contribution
Japanese Canadian artists have
masde, ome thinks of people like
Akira  Yoshikawa. MNobuo
Kubota ard Roy Kiyooka, There
15 every evidence, however, 1o
think that the younger artists will
oontinee this radition of excel-
lence.

Froam January M o Pebruary
10, at the Leo Kamen Gallery in
Toromte, the works of Heather
Yamada were featared.
Yamada's work is suggestive,
intuitive and evocative, reminis-
cent of the symbolic conceptual
paintings of the early sixtbes. Her
style is a risky one for it opens up
the unconscious amd invites the
viewer io sub n-._lir'}' also

MOVING COLOURS

hat sirikes one immedi-
ately about her work is
the vibrancy ol the colours.
Thick. bright colours are jux-
taposed in rhﬂh'mic contrast 1o
one ancther. Al closer look,
however, one realizes that the
wibrant colours ane mone the re-
sult of movement. The lines are
in constant movemenl, 8 HEes
almost frenetic. so that the col-
ours are literally exploding
apainst each other

In every painting. there is at the
cender of this explosion, a motif,
namely, a doubled-over cone in
the: shape of an elongated cllipse.
The movement of colours revolve
around this central symbol in an
incessant flux,

1 start with & shape that re-
spounds in the mind,”” says
Yamada. *'l got this pamicular
shape {the motif) from a dream |
had abowt my father. "

This reminded me of some-
thing she wrote someplace else:
*Images are culled friom memaory
and brought 1o lght in that dream
state halfway between sleep and
waking. "’

She explains that this symbaol is
suggestive of movement and
transformation, movement [o-
wirds change and transformation
into another dimension. It s a
fish, & boat, a diver. It is a jour-
ney on waler which is the ar-
chetype for spiriteality,

JAPANESE INFLUENCE

e canmd hide what ane 15,
and Yamada 5 no excep-
tion, Her Japanese background 13
mosl poticeable in her cichings
and graphacs. The sabile, guiet
limes over squares and trinngles
show obvious Zen infloence.
They are powerful in their quiet-
ness, Her collages also speak of
Zen with the lincs that shoot out
of the imap:. It forces the ey o
follow the line out of the thing
int the no-thing,” she says.
This discovery of her Oriental
sile has been a recent develop-
ment for Ms, Yamada, and she
credits it o the redress move
ment. **1 grew up in midddle-class

Toronio,”™ she says laughingly.
“My Friends were all Jewish, |
dida't know what Japanese
Canadian meant.”” Thoughtfully
she continues, **But redress has
really done its thing for me. Re-
gardless of whether it"s resolved ,
it has enabled me o see my Tame
ily in a different light. Tt has
forced people, nspite. of s
pain, fo face it and 1o talk about
M

BEGAN IN LONDON

M 5. Yamada began her

carcer in art in London,
Omtario where she studbed Viswal
Arts af the University of Western
Ontanio. After graduation, she
lived in London for five vears
painting amd doing shows of her
work

She moved o Vancouver and
stayed there for three years fully
intending 1 make it her perma-
ment home. Mine vears ago, how-
ever, she was bmought back o
Toronto because of her father's
illness, His subsequent death
compelled ber io stay in Torontoe
where she has continued her work
with an impressive list of show-

Her greatest influence in recent
vears has been ber trip w0 South-
cast Asia where she saw another
dimension of the human condi
tion and where she also visited &
Buddhist monastery. “*l feel that
I've been o ed by the experi-
ence,"" s]'zhas.irflg. “we |.=I;"‘::d
that YU creaic yoar own umi-
verse

Tt will be most interesting o
follow the evolution of this al-
tractive, thougheful and articulate
Japanese Canadian anist.

“Masaoka' from page |

(1) o i Ry
human rights. and civil nghts
of our [wo coundnes..

Beyond that, we've made a
contribution 1o Japan. The
lapanese, during and after the
War., were depicted as
treasonahle, dishonest,
sncaky and untrustworthy.
Weve shown through our dis-
cipline and loyalty . especially
on the hattlefield, that the
people of lapanese race are as
honest and loval as anyone
else, and that our individaal
loyalty is not & matter of mce.
If this was ol demonsirated
by Japancse Americans, Japan
woutld not have received the
kind of treaty that they got
after the War. Because of what
the Issed and the Nissei did, we
were able o get for Japan an
unprecedenied reaty of peace
Mever before in history has a
victor in war actively helped
the vanquished towards re
habilitation amd reconstmic-
.

NIKKEI VOLCE: What are your
views aboul the future of
Japancse Americans  and
Japanese Canadians? What
would you like tor say o the
Sansei and the Yonsei?

MASAOKA: | think there's a
damger of becoming apathetic
sbout future civil rights viols
tions, feeling that we've got it
made and pow that we're ac
cepted we don’t have to
wonry. W.W.2 should teach
us differently. | remember in
America everyone of Japanese
blowsd waas put inio the camps,
If you were 1/16 Japanese,
you were Japanese, [t's ' 'dou-
ble Hitler™ formula, Those
Japancse Americans who
fought in W_W_1 thought they
were sale, but they had io go o
the camips too. Some belonged
o Rotary clubs and other so-
cial clubs; they thought they
had it made, War came.

Boom! They were all in with
the rest of us, Now while there
PR Tt B U BTl of s |
evacuation as belore, there
could be some difficulties in
the fubare based wpon trade.
mixture of other Asian groups,
and sccidents of identity, 1 feel
very strongly that we peed to
continue the network that
wive buill up, We nesd tha
network. Wi need the experi-
ence that we've buill up.
Even with all the intermar-
rages, we have o remesiber
that Hitler said of you were 118
Jewish you had 1o go in the
concentration camps.  Under
these circumsiances, we've
Just got to stay united.
NIKKEI YOICE: 5o the Sansei
and the Yomse: shouldn't deny
their background.
MASAOKA: | think they ought
o be prowd. What other group
in America or Canasda faced
such odds and has n#c-
complished so much as we
have? I'm proud of the fact
that I°'m Japancse American,
NIKKEI VOICE: How do you
do that, though? 1 think that,
while they don't deny their
ethnicity, the Sansci and Yon-
sei don't think that 0's impor-
tant. How do you pget them
hack to continue the netwaork ?
MASADKA: | think it's educa-
tion. See, too often we
Japancse Americans and
Japanese Canadians have
worried 50 much about the
other group that we haven't
taken the time o educate our
own. | think that's ose of the
things we've got to do, Even if
they're 1/2 Japanese or 1/8
Japanese, we've got o feach
thaesm 00 b prowd of their berit-
e
We came from a strange
culture compared to the
majority. What other group
has hal to suffer so much and
what other group has had so
little? Yei, in such a shont
time, what cither group has ac-

complished so much? This is

=y ve pol 1o S = (A8 L
NIKKEI VOICE: Final words
o the Japanese Canadians?
MASAOKA: | think Japanese
Canadians have a more re-
markable record than they
realize. Japanese Canadians
have a tendency 1o be like the
ol Meiji Japanese: they don’t

like to talk aboul SUccesses,

Chur big problem is we have
o sell ourselves 1o carselves
before we can start selling o
the larger public. The
Japanese are, amazingly
enough, inspite of the perse-
cutions we faced, among the
mist bigoted of peoples. Un-
less we ourselves can leam 1o
be more humans and more
freedom-minded, we can't sell
o other people. 'We have o
educate ourselves

That's a great challemge for

HORTHRIDGE
GROUP
INTERMATICHAL
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Nakavama

The Makayama family, Gor-
don Goichi Makayama, Timothy
Makayama and Joy Makayama
Kogawa, wish to thank their
many Japanese Canadian friends
for their kindmess during their re-
cent  bereavement. Gordon
Makayama is presently writing a
ook about has wife and he would
appreciate FECCiving any anec-
dentes from people who remember
her. His address is 345 Semlin
Drive, Vancouver, B.C
VAL 4)6,

Isomura

Everyone's sympathy gocs 1o
Mrs, Fusa lsomura and her fam-
ily of Montreal, Quebec, on the
passing of Mr. Toshi Isomura on
December 2, 1987, May peace be
with the Isomura family in their
time of sormow.

Mennonite Scholarship

WINNIPEG — April 1, 1988 is
the application deadline for o
S1000 schodarship joindly spon-
sored by the NAJC and the Men-
nonite  Central Committee
Canada (MCCC). -Candidates
musd be graduate level sudents
and preference will be given o
students of Cansdian Japaness
descent, though others will not be
excluded,

The scholarship is primarily 1o
facilitnte academic work related
o the Japanese Canadian experi-
ence, although n-.'a:dn:'mlf.'_wurk
related o other minorities in
Canada will also be considersd.

Twn references ane requined,

The scholarship was estab-
lished to serve as a tangible sym-
bol of am carlier apology 1o
Japanese Canadians by the
MOCCC on behalf of Canadian
Mennonites,

For an application form or for
msone infonmation,

write; Camadian Japanese
Mennonite SrMLn:ﬂ
cfo Mennonite Ce
Commines Canada

134 Plaza Drive
Winnipeg., Manitoba
R3IT 5K9

(2] 261-6381

Hastings Park

The Hastings Park Foundation
for Rights and Freedoms. an edu-
cational wing of the NAIC, has
officially received charitable
statusg, The Foumdabion was es-
tablished to fumd educational
materzals and conlerences deal-
ing with increased awaremess of
Japanese Canadian history, Do-
nations to the Foundation are now
tax deductible,

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-7-1-3
i Nikkeimuseum.org
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NATIONAL COALITION FOR

JAPANESE CANADIAN REDRESS

by Roy Miki

and Cassandra Kobayashi
Members, NAJC
Strategy Committee

T he Mational Coalition for
_Ia'pan-:tc Canadian Re-
dress has now been officially
formed. We are very encournged
by the impressive suppon offered
by prominent individuals and
p'nu'Pi who support the NAJC's
call for a negotisted Redress set-
tlement. Some Coalition mem-
bers are listed on a letier being
distributed across Canada asking
others o join the NAJC's stug-
gle for justice,

The position of the Mational
Coalition will be highlighted at
the “‘Oitawa Redress Rally®'
scheduled for April 14th on Pardi-
ament Hill. At that time, the
NAJC will ask Prime Minister
Brian Mulreney to take postive
action on Redress. With a strong
National Coalition behind us, we
can argue with confidence that
Canadians do want the govem-
ment io negotiate with the NAIC,

For over 40 years lapancse
Canadians have waited for swc-
cedsive governments o resolve
the injustices of the |94|;|.‘\..

Toslay, our country has an op-
portunity o “‘right the wrong™
directly with the individuals
whose human rights were so
grossly violated.

How you can help
the National Coalition?
he MAJC needs the assas-
tance of all Japancse Cana-
diams and other supporiers acnoss
Canada. Cat out the ** Agreement
Form™' printed in this newspaper
anid make copies (o recrail people
in your area. Since the National
Coalition should reflect the di-
werse ethnic, political. and social
reality of cur country, the NAIC
recommends that priority be
given, at this early stage of our
campaign, o high-profile indi-
widuals and groups: lor example,
Premicrs and Mayors, provincial
amd local politicians, civic lend-
ers, educators, TY and media
personalities, civil rights or-
g,ururﬂil:lru. churches, ethaic as-
sociations, and local unions. It is
alsp very important (o contact
business leaders and groups rep-
resenting business interests, such
as corporate officers, the Cham-
bers of Commerce, agricultural
amd industrial lobby groups.

Please note that the “*Agree-
ment Form'™ has a space Tor inda-
viduals 1 sign as “individuals"™
and & space for groups to sign as
Cgroups.” As you collect signed
*Agreement’” forms, mail them
immediately 10 the regional of-
fice mearest you — the nddresses
are on the form. The NAJC can
then monitor the development of
the Mational Coalition until the
“Oitawa Redress Rally'” on
April 14th. Even though the Ma-
tional Coalition will continue
after the rally, the signed forms
should be submitted well befare
for maximum effectivencss.

Bcgm right now and star
signing up individuals and groups
in your area. Every name counts

~ and a5 we gain more and mone
members from all paris of
Canada, the momentum will
build. In the short man, we ane
preparing for the Apnl rally in
Ouawa, bat if this govemment
does mod agree b a negobiabed
settlement with the NAIC soon,
the Mational Coalition will be a
strong bobbying force for Redress
in the next election, perhaps as
carly as this fall.

JCCA Redress Committee

VANCOUVER REPORT

JOCA Redress Commitbes

he Vancowver JCOCA

Redress Commines con-
gramlates the Nikkei Voice for
lunching a brand new natiomal
newspaper! Mow. more than
ever, ouar :ummuml!ies ALTORS
Canada peed a medium to cx-
change information and views on
all the imporant ssues affecting
our lives as Japanese Canndians,
Thanks for undentaking this bold
and exciting venure!

Ax usual in Vancouver, we ang
engaged In a number of sctivitics
and projects 0 further the Red-
ress movemenl.

Since the NAJC's immediate
concemn i% the development of the
National Coalition for Japanese
Canadian Redress, we have
begun a systematic mailing of
letters bt podential members in
our area. To publicize the Coalli-
tiom and Bo draw media adention
1o the campaign, we ane spon-
soring a lorge *Canadians lor
Redress™ rally for Sunday after-
noon, 1-4 pm, March | 3th, at the
Japanese Language School on
475 Alexander Street. This rally
will bring together a number of
non-Japanese Canadian
cthnocultural and human rghts

Nﬂﬁﬂnal Gevaster V' L. M C.
. ver 1.C.C.A. A
Coalition ro B 2im Nasonal Exocutive Offics
Wancowser, British Columbia T34 Ash Seresi

For VB ITS Winmipey., Misitibu
L& R L]

Japanese

Canadian

Redress

AGREEMENT FOR GROUPS

Yes, we are willing 1o join the Mational Coalition for Japanese Canadian Redress.

Western Region, please peoum tec Central Region, plesse retum oo Easiern Region, pleass returm ioc

1 Bloor Soreel West
Suie & 100
Toroseo, Cniasio
MW TE2
Adicsisor David Munss
Tel. (d16) 60414
iAss. Service M-F, 9-6)
Tel. (d18) S2-EE1G
Fax {4161 968-9417

1. An Acknowledgement of the injustices inflicted on Japanese Canadians during and after WWII;

2. Legislative changes to prevent the recummence of the injustices;

REDRESS

™ 117 RONG

3. Compensation in both a community and individual form to the Japancse Canadians directly affected. The amount and method of
compensation to be negotated between the NAJC and the Canadian government.

4, Offer of citizenship to those who were exiled from Canada, and their children who would have been bomn in Canada;

5. Clearing of records of those who were unjustly convicted under the War Measures Act;

6. Creation of a8 Homan Rights Foundation o funther human rights and combat acism.

Pasition
Address
City/Proe,

T O N S

Phione

If an scceplable senlement is not achieved with the present Government, we understand that cur membership in the National Coalition
for Japanese Canadian Redress will remain in effect for the next fedeml election.

Print Name
Organization

folkowing components:

Sigmamore
Decupation
Auddress
City/Prowv,

WA

AGREEMENT FOR INDIVIDUALS
Yes, | am willing wo join the Mational Coalition for Japanese Canndian Redress,

1-6. As In “*Agreement For Groups™.

Phone

[ suppont the NAJC's struggle o negotiate & just and honourable Redress settlement with the Canadian government, including the

If an acceptable settement is not achieved with the present Government, | understand that my membership in the National Coalition
for Japanese Canadian Redress will remain in effect for the next federal election.

Print Mame

organizations, politicians, and
influential individuals whio will
speak in fabour of a Redress Rie-
solution 1o be sent o the govemn-
ment from the rally.

Wi have also priwduced an ini-
tial 10,000 copics of & postcand w
b used by the Vancouver JOCA
and other NAIC centers in BC.
The posteard emphasizes Redress
as 8 Canadian justice bsue and
indicates that the individual
signing supporls a negotiated
settlement with the NAJC. Cards
are available by contacting the
Wancouwver JOCA Redress Com-
miltee (Box 2008, Vancowver,
B.C. W&B 43T35; 1edephone (6{4)
254-TR3H,

lomgside these campaign

activities, the Vancouver
ICCA Redress Commines has
also assumed responsibility Tor
composing and publishing an
educational pamphlet on Red-
ress, IF all gres well with our
schedule, this publication, called
Jusrice In Owr Time: Redress for
Japernese Coaradians, should be
available for distribution in
MAIC cemers around the end of
February.

A number of lund-raisang pro-
jects are underway, but one
generating the most excitement 3
present is the production of a li-
mited edition woodhlock print by
the Misei anist Tak Tanabe. As
well, domations are amiving in re-
sponse 0 our - Lener of Solicia-
tion"" published in the January
and I":hruar}' psswes ol our pews-
lener, the JCCA Bulfern. Indeed,
the generosity of individuals in
our cormmndly is a clear sign that
Japanese Canadians both support
amd recognize Ui sircnissis woE
ﬂf'li:'ﬂilx' P ik

We're lnoking forward 1o the
Oatawa Rally a5 a focal poimt for
the MAJC s campaign. Living so
far away our nation’s capital,
members of the Vancouver
community can't, unforianately.
atiend the nll}' in large numbers.
Mevertheless, a small group of
dedicated supporiers are planning
o make that ““special elfon’ w
fly there o be part of the special
event.

First Members of
National Coalition

Names of the prominent indi
viduals to date include:
Irving Abella, Historian
Howard Adelman, Phibosopher
Ted Allan, Author
Margaret Arwood, Author
Gregory Baum, Theologian
Thomas Berger, Lawyer
Picrre Berton, Auwthor
June Callweod, Joumalist
Austin Clarke, Author
Bruce Cockbum, Musician
Ramsay Cook, Historian
Timathy Findlay, Author
Edith Fowke, Folklonst
Morthrop Frye, Author
Robert Fulford. Joumalist
Girneme Gibson, Author
Harry Glasbeek, Lawyer
Beata Hasemk, Artist
Mel Humig, Publisher
George lgnatieff, Author
Io Kataz, Educstor
Ty a, Awthor
Michele Landsherg, Columnist

(Globe & Maill

¢ Jo . Journalist

T):mmig LeL::dd?Mﬂ?Or
Bruce McLeod, Columnist

i Towrvaredes Kiar)
Michael Omdaatje, Author
Gunter Plaut, Rabbi,

{(Holy Blossom Temple)
Mordecai Richber, Author
Clayion Ruby. Lawyer
David Furuki, Scentist
Joyee Wialand, Artist

kkeimuseum.org

A NATIONAL FORUM FOR JAPANESE CANADIANS
Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-7-1-4




TANABE

WOODBLOCK

PRINTS

by Cassandra Kobayashi

The Greater Vancouver JOCA
Redress Comminee is pleased 1o
aanounce the sale of a limided
edition woodblock primt of a
Taken Tanabe paimting. " En-
glish Bay a1 Low Tule."” Tanabe
15 an infernationally knoown artist,
nova living on Wancouver Island.
He was upronded and intermed
during the 940 and is 1hﬂu.-|ng
his suppon for the Redress Cam-
paign through thas project which
he 15 doing exclusively Tor the
JCCA Redress Commitiee. This
print will be produced on high
quality handmade paper from
Japan, amdl the |1ri|1|inp is I'u:lng
executed by Sawai Anclier.
owned by Mobor Sawal, who is
an artist i his own right f]nly
206 copies will be printed. priced
@ 5500 cach, 5o we expect 1o sell
il quit‘kl}'. This project will
generale abowt $50.000 for the
NAJC redress Campaign. 17 you
wisild like more mlormation, or
woitld like o reserve your nem-
bered print, please call the Grea-
ter Vancouver ICCA office:
(B 254-T838, or write, P.OD,
Baox 2108, Vancouwver. B.C
V&R ITs,

Postcard
Blitz!

N AJC cemers are currently
condicting o massve post-
card bite 1o gather signaures of
Canadians who want Prime
Minisier Brian Mulroney o
“*Redress the Wrongs'" inflicnnd
on Japancse Canadians,

The posteards will be codlecied
by NAIC representatives o take
o the "Onawa Redress Rally™
on April 14ih.

If ot wanalel like: tor participate
im this project, contact the NAJC
Cemire nearest you and get o sup-
My of posicards,

his postcard blitz 15 a

simple and direct way
of participating in the NAJIC's
Redress campaign, I's easy 1o
pass postcards around among
your fricnds, business associaies,
relatives, neighbors, organiza-
tioms you belong o, and proma-
nemt people in your area. The
cumilative effect of thousamds
and thrasands of signaures from
Canadians who support Japanese
Canadians will be an impressive
Messige W0 our government that
Redress matters to Canadians,

Local
Rallies

HAMILTON:

Seventy people filled a classroom
al the Hamalton Japanese Cultaral
Centre on January 26 for a moel-
in.g of the Haomilton Redress
Commiiniee and news abowt the
(ntawa rally in Apnl.
WINMIPEDG:

A rally in support of lapancse
Canadsan Redress will be held on
Wednesday, March 23, 1988 al
the Holiday Inn South at 7:30
p.m.

TORONTO:

There will be an open Torm re-
garding Japanese Canadian red-
ress ab the St Lawrence Cemire
on Wednesday, March 30, 1988,
Judge Bill Marutani will be the
keymode speaker

MONTREAL:

For Moatreal residens. all en-
quiries concerning local rallies
prior to the National Rally in On-
tawa should be addressed o
NAIC, Montreal Chapier, PO,
Box 865, Sfation B, Monireal,
Cuche: HIB IKS

PRESIDENT’'S
WORDS

s we enber 1Y8E, our hopes

for an end tn the long
struggle for redress comtinaes.
1988 will be a crucial year lor
Japanese Canadians.

Will the American Govern-
memn finally adopt the Civil
Liberties Ball giving redress in
Japanese Americans? Will a
Canadian clection be called for
1988 by Prime Minister Brian
Mulromey? If sn, what is the
priospect of having & different
party in power, or willl the Con-
servatives gain strength through
the Free Trade issue w be re-
electled?

The: fusture of the redress issue
willl b dependent om the oulcome
of the above gquestions

In analyring the political ar-
masphere, i there is an opgor-
lane: lime with the present Gov-
ermment, it is now and in the mext
few months. The Conservatives
appear o have begun their cam
paign ellforts o gain electoral
suppont, I the Japanese Canadian
redress issue has suppon from a
wiile voling base, there is hope
that Mulromey may see the value
im stnempring 1o resolve the isue,
The NAIC must continue to
stress that redress s a human
rights issuc which all Cansdians
will want o see resolved.

Therefore, public awareness
and suppon is essential. To this
end the NAJC has underuaken in-
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Make sare the signed posicards
arc remrmed o the NAJIC by April
Tth 5o they cam be taken o the
“Ontawn Rally'' on April 14eh,

iamves o involve other Cana-
diams in expressing thesir support,

The next few months will be
cnscial t NAJC and its redress
effort. A Matienal Council
meeting will be hebld in Ottawa,
April 15 and 16, 1988, following
the Rally on Parliament Hill,

An Miki

CALL FOR FUNDS

The NAIC nesds the financial suppent of all Japanese Canadians to
carry cut our National Redress Campaign. All donations are deeply
appreciated.

“Yes, | would like to contribute to the MAJC's Mational Redress

Campaign.™

Address ... e e e eyt SRR e
PLEASE » AKE CHEQUES PAYABLE Tox "The NAN

Auddress: MANC,
T35 Ash Streei.

Winnipeg, Manioha RIN ORS

A NATIONAL FORUM
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Historic Agreement reached Why was.it all a surprise?

Prime Minister Mulbroney and Art Miki, afler the official signing of the historic Redress Agree-
ment on September 12, 1988. The Agreement was really reached in Awgust, but was held
. under wraps until the election call,

s by Jokn Flsnders

by Maryka
G race Llyeh £y
wdd Mi

American Citizens League’s
(JACL) Legislative Education
Commitice and is widely
acknowledged 1o have heen
central 1o the passage of the
Civil Liberties Act 1988, hat
redressed Japanese Americans,
According 1o Grace Uyehara,
“IF the Canadian Japanese had
accepled the earlier Canadian
Government offers of 35 or $12
million, it would have nega-
tively affected Japancse Ameri-
can redress, just as in the end,
the American settlement posi-
lively affected what was
negotised in Canada."”

The fate of Americans and
Canadians of Japanese ancesiry
has been bound inextricably to-
gether from the Dec. Tth, 1941
Bombing of Pearl Harbour to the
signing of the American Bill by
President Reagan on Aug. 20,
IY8E and to the announcement
in Parliament by Prime Minister
Mulroney on Selgr. 22, 1988 of
the Canadian Redress setile-

ment.
Now that we in Canada have
won Redress, in pan because of

parisons

reements are natural. Frankly, i .

is acknowledged by Japanese
Americans thal our settlement is
superior o theirs; bul justly so
because the treatment of Cana-
dian Japanese was so much
worse than that endured by
Japanese Americans.

HISTORICAL

COMPARISON
In particular, Japanese
Americans wene inlerned from
1942-44 whereas Canadian
Japanese were kept in camps
from 1942-46; no Japancse
Americans were exiled or de-
ported afier the War, whereas
some 4,000 Canadian Japanese
were; Japanese Americans un-
like Canadian Japamese did ned
have their property sold by their
Government, and Japancse
Americans did not kave 1o pay
the cost of their own infermmment
as we in Canada did; and lastly,
by June J30, 1946, all resiric-
tions were removed against

Japanese Americans, whereas it
wasn't untll April 1s1, 1949,
that Canadian Japanese were

L1 R T
allowed o returm 1o the 100 mile
TONE.

SETTLEMENT
COMPARISON

The Setlements on both
sides of the border have
similarities as well as differ-
ences. For example, both
American and Canadian
Japanese received an Acknow-
ledgement of injustice from
their Governments. As well, in
bath countries, pardons will be
given to those convicted under
the U.5. Executive Orders or in
Canada, by the War Measures
Act and Orders-in-Council.

The Canadian settlement,
uniguely restores or confers
citizenship 10 those Canadian
Japanese expelled or deported
i 1946-47, and to their descen-
dants. As well, in Canada, the
much hated War Measures Act
wis repealed and replaced by
the Emergency Powers Act.

See “Two Agreements™ p. 2

Please read the Terms of the Agreement on page 6.

by Kasey Oyama

E ffoms by Japanese Cana-
dians o scek redress sei-
tlement has been continuing for
at beast four and a half years, bt
when the settlement was finally
reached on Aungust 26 (and an
nounced almost 8 month lawer
by the Prime Minisier's on
Sept. 22), it came as a surprise,
even o members of the NAJC
Strategy Commitiee who had
|‘!L‘\. n continoing the nq_--.ni.;.
[Lons

Why was there such an unex-
pected shifl in the Eovernme ni's
position? When were the
negotiations carried ow?
‘\_?-'hl.'n" How did the ncgnria-
tons proceed?

The answers io these gues-
tioms are not in the news reports.
MNor is there any clue as 1o how
the povernment arrived at its
final position in the maiter of
individual compensation. All
the thought process thal wenl on
on the government's side is not
well understood and may never
be fully known.

Meanwhile amid genmeral
acclaim for the government’s
decision, some cntical voices
were raised that the announce-
ment at this lime was a part of
the povermment's pre-election
siral -

This criticism has been
shared even by some Japanese
Canadians, But in doing so,
they have missed the basic sig
nificance of the redress senle-
ment

It is true that the timing of the
E’DVL'TI"II'I'.IC'I'I[‘S announcement
was infleenced by political con-
siderations. It 15 fortunate that

members of the legislanre had
come around gradually 1o
&'Llu:-w]ud,gu the fact that indi-
vidual compensation was the
just solution that must be made
a part of the redress settlement.

The significant factor s tha
the effon to change the Cana-
dian perception of what h.ap-
pentd 10 Japamese Canadians,
and b0 demonstrate why it was
necesiary o redress the WIOng
by an apology plus a provision
for an individual compensation
was succeeding, That effor was
initiated by the NAIC and those
who suppored il throwghout it
trymng days

Indirectly, the NAJC goal
was gided even by those who
opposed the NAIC — by creat-
ing media excitement, and by
delaying government decision
until the time was right and
public opinion could be mar-
tialled in sufficient strength to
allow for a (air settlement that
would be accepiable 1o the
NAJC and Japanese Canadians,
until the U5, passed its own
IL'I:H‘I'Ipl’l‘f‘lS-liIil.l.I'l measures 1o
Japanese Americans and in
dmng ETh] nF_lpIy ail:dr:n_.t Urgency ko
the Canadian silualion.

Superficially. the NAJC goal
was attuined by the fonudous
voming logether of many cvems
and factors, some of them, of
course, were vilally imponant
as the entry imbe the picture of
Mr. Gerry Weiner

But the significant factor is
that that role of the initistor re-
mained that of the NAJC, and
for Mr. Arnt Miki who rep-
resented all those who sup-
ported the NAJC stand.

w

NAJC Strategy Committee with Multicalturalism Minister, Jerry

Weiner, and his officials on August 26 after they arrived at a

stunning conclasion to the Redress isue
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All parties join in applauding the deal

by Sachiko Okuda

Il three federal parties

voiced overwhelming
suppon for the redress agree-
ment announced by Prime
Minister Brian Mulroney in
Ditawa on Seplember 22 In a
exceptional show of solidarity,
members of the Opposition
applauded Mulroney as he
spoke in the Commons. **Error
is an ingredient of humanity.
So. too, is apology,” said
Mulroney, in 8 moving and
fmwfulscpecﬂ during which he
offered Canadians of Japancse
ancestry a formal apology for

injustices suffered and outlined
key points of the comprehen-
sive sertlement package.

Liberal Immigration and
Multiculiuralism critic Sergio
Marchi commended Art Miki,
the MAJC and the Japanese
Canadian community **for their
nevwer-ending determination and
deep belief in the cause thar they
carried so well for so long. To-
day’s resolution is a tribute to
their sense of purpose.”

NDP leader Ed Broadbent
wias visibly moved as he addres-
sed the Commons, members of
the NAJC negotiating team and
other Japanese Canadians sea-

fed in the galleries. Broadbent,
whose first wife was Japancse
Canadian, read & passage from
Joy Kogawa's book {Mbaxan,
Broadbent also quoted from a
1941 speech made by CCF
member Angas Maclnnes, in
which Maclnnes called for an
end to the alase of, and dis-
crimination to.vards Canadians
of Japanese origin. “'We will
secure (Japanese Canadian)
loyalty by fairmess and kindmess
and by the practice of those
other anributes which we exer-
cise in our relations with other

See “Miki* p. 3
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elections sometimes force the
government to fake positive ac-
thons,

It is true that the governmem
suddenly decided 10 rush the
settlement before the elections
— but this decision became
feasible only afier deciding on
agreeing o individual compen-
sation was a political advan-
lageous move. Otherwise there
would have been no settlement,
and the povernment's decision
in all probability was not
reached until the NAJC held is
Oetawa rally in mid-April of this
Year.

he significant factor,
however, s that the news
medin and public opinion as
well as the majority of the

11 is imponiant to recognize
that there were two stages
in the pursuit for redress setle-
ment,

First was to bring home the
percepiion thal a grave injustice
had been done to Japamese
Canadians a5 an outcome of
World War Il and that some
form of redress was necessary.
This recognition was achicved
&t a relatively early date — pos-
sibly even prior to the tenure of
the multicultural post by Mr.
Onto Jelinek.

A brief entitled **Equality
Now!"" issued by the House of
Commons Standing Committee
on Multicaliuralism several
years ago, included as iis re-

See “Rally” p. 9
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by M. Wesley Fujiwara

his is the fifih issue of

the NIKKEl VOICE
published by the present cor-
poration. The NIKKEI RE-
SEARCH AND EDUCATION
PROJECT OF ONTARID. We
are not an arm of the NAJC, We

Publisher’s
Message

Western world. We know only
oo well Japan's mono-culural
faults, We also know well the
fanlts and deficiencies of West-
em culture while remembering
that Western democracy de-
veloped over & period of four
hundred years, highlighted by
ward, revolutions, and civil
wars,

Till now we had one uniting
force: Canada did us wrong and
we wanted it righted. Canada
has finally righted a long
standing wrong by an unpre

cedented historic apology from

Thank
You,
Donors

Many thanks to the
following pecple who
responded to our
request for funds.
We need many more
of you to contribute
if we are to reach the
1989 budget of

ol
F

IT'S A DEAL!

oy {arsiaran Kidwivaski

The NAJC President shukes the hand of Jerry Weiner, signalling
the sucorssful resolution of the Redress issue, August Zoih.
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B.C. that was destroyed by
order-in-council can no longer
be revived. We are a pew com-
munity straggling to reach each

It is our fervent hope that all
those in Canada of Japanese
ethnic |,1rigir| will make this
journal a means of communica-

pressure the Governmenl o
make the payouts. Payments to
the possible 60,000 claimants,
will be stretched over 10 years.
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What's after redress?

cans and Asian Americans in
genmeral gained political credi-
bility. Thegey now have power
that couldn’t even be imagined
al one lime. Such power in fact
that during the recent com-
troversy over the Pime Minis-
ter of Japan’s racisl comments
aboul cerain American people,

AA groups banned together 1o

by T. Watada

0 n Augost 10, 1988,
Runalg Reagan signed
HR 442 which pave Japancse
Americans a reason o believe
in democraley again. The red-
ress hill came into being in an
effont 10 compensate 120,000
American victims of paranoia
and absolute macism. It could
hardly do o, but the symbalic
gesture did go a long way in
undoing the damage perpetrated
by malwcious forefathers, But
what are the long term effects of
redress? What will become of
I'J‘I-eJa_p.'lne.\e Amernican in i post
redress America? In certain
cases, the 320,000 will help in-
dividuals. | know a couple liv-
ing in & depressed area of New
York who mno longer have o
worty about a retirement to
penury. On the whole, how-
ever, the money is of linbe con-
sequence, Mo, redress has other
implications for Japanese
Americans.

Ome challenge still facing the
champions of redress is 10 see
that the provisions of the ball
come 1o fruition. The fear is that
the machinations of mureaucr-
acy will impede implementa-
tion for at least ten years. That
means, ceran survivors of the
camps will not live 1o reap the

been calls for repeal of the bill
by extremist groups as well as
conservative elements  of
American socicty. Therefore,
the guardians of redress cannot
fahter in their efforts to complete
what they started so many years

ag,

The bill has served to solidify
and unite. It is the common con-
sensus that Japanese Americans
will disappear through out-
marriage. but the Japanese
American community will mod
Instead, that community will
evolve into something greater,
an Asian American community.
The drive for redress brought
together several if not all visible
munarities info one massive
wvoice that could be heard in the
vomex of Washington's lobby
hurricane. Indeed, the Japanese
Americans could not have done
it by themselves. Collectively
then, the Asian Amcricans in &
“Rainbow Coalition™ with
Blacks, Hispanics and whiles
made the government listen.
The successful outcome served
to demonstrate that such an al-
liance could work,

As a funher consequence of
redress, the Japanese Amer-

force an apology out of the
Prime Minister as well as quell
the owtcry from a disturbed
public I:I'rruuyh demonstrations
amd political influence.

erhaps the most important

result of redress is the
realization that more work s
needed in the area of education.
Al the recent JACL conference
in Seartle, a separate but linked
conference on Nikkei educators
wis held, It was found that there
are iwo issues facing the
Japanese American commun-
ity: the “whiz kid"" stercotype
and the relative pascity of Asian
American contributions in
school texis. Late last year,
both Time and Newswerk ran
articles about ** Asian American
Whiz Kids"' — kids of Asian
ancestry who excelled in school
with extraordinary success.
Such praise and attention cn the
surface seems harless enough,
bur any stereotype whether
positive or negative can have
serious ramifications. Already
Asian Americans have been
held up by several sources as the
mudel mmaority which created o
backlash of anti-Asian vial-
ence. Thus it is that Japanese
Americans are looking beyond
the issue of redress o the uli-
mate issue of racism. Nikkei
educators, for example, hae the

materials centered on Asian

American literature and history
Al present, there ane organizs-
tions like the Japanese Ameri-
can Curriculum Project. The
JACP provides am extensive
catalogue 1o over 10,000 edu-
cation instiutions. But the work
needs o continue in an effon o
make people cognizant of the
contnibutions made by AAs o
American history and society.
In the end, it is hoped that Asian
Americans will help o elimi-
nate racism through education.

here are many detracions

tx redress even within the
Japanese American commun-
ity, The most notable is Pa
Morita whe calls it ““blood
money”’’. His objections arc a
bit extreme, out of character
and anachronistic; however, he
does raise an imponant point.
There is the danger that Amen-
cans will perceive redress as a
conclusion to the matter and
will soon forget that the intem-
mend ever happened. What Mr.
Morita fails to realize is that
HR 442, the Civil Liberties Act
of 1987, did more than grant
F20,000 o qualified Japanese
Americans interned during
WWIL i affirmesd the measure
of a people who overcame im-
mense odds bo see justice done.,
With their hard won political
clout, Japanese Amercans can
make sure that Americans never
forget what can h n o even
their own cilizens in the face of
paranoia and racism in all is
ugly forms. In a post redress
America, there 15 no wallowing
in the fading sound of a last
hurrah; no, there is the rally o
embrace the ideals of libery
and justice for all

Miki enthusiastic before press

from page 1

pecple.”"

Following the official sign-
ing ceremony which ook place
in & receplion room just oulside
the Commons, Gerry Weiner,
Minister of Multiculturalism
and Ciizenship and Art Miki
responded 0 repomers’ gues-
tioms at & joint press conference.
Weiner announced the details of
the agrecment and pledged his
EOVEMNMEN'S commitment Lo
Iracking down every eligible re-
cipient of the symbolic indi-
widual compensation. Miki ex-
pressed enthusiasm for the sel-
tement package and acknow-

ledged the assistance of several
members of Parliament and the
National Coalition for Japanese
Canadian Redress in  the
Japanese Canadians’ struggle
for justice. He credited the
media with educating the Cana-
dian public about redress.
When asked about the timing of
the announcement and the 1m-
pending federal election, Miki
stated that since many members
of community were very el-
derly, it was imperative that the
issue be sertled a8 soon &s pos-
sihle

Hastings Park

Educational Foundation

by Charlotte Chiba

eptember 22, 1988 has
quite definitely become
the most extraordinary and
celebrated day to remember
when the NAIC and the Gov-
emment of Canada signed and
sealed the hiswone documents
ending over forty years of
struggle to obtain Redress. We
who Tought bong and hard 1o see
Jjustice dome for all Japanese
Canadians have much to be
proud of . And yer, our victory,
which is oh-so-sweet, might
also give is pause for thought
It is said that winning or los-
ing the ‘game’ isn't everything;
rather it is now, and maybe
more importantly, why, you
play it. Knowing all the facts,
probably no  decent and
thoughtful Canadian could deny
that, in the pasi, Japamese
Canadians have been done
grave inpustices. But then, who
is poing o el those who want
o know, and how and where are
they going to find the informa-
tion? Lest we forget, the gov-
ermment banned for thiny years
those wartime facts and docu-
ments in order 1o conceal s
own infamy and shame and, in
effect, projected this onto our
community. Those who hae
been involved in the Redress
campaign know very well the
af misinformation and
the value of reliable sources. In
is vitally important that we
share in the responsibility o
document the facts, especially
if it’s about us.

o we ever wonder, how

many people were actu-
ally involved in the Redress
program, besides us JCs7— the
literally thousands of people
from across Canada and beyond
amd from all walks of life. There
have been many important sup-
porners like the other so-called
ethnic groups and organiza-
thons, the media, the National
Coalition of notable Canadians,
the Churches, the govermnment
bureaucrats, the next-door-
neighbour who signed those
Rally protest cards, and yes,
even our politicians. As
Japanese Canadians, we must
think more seriously abour the
changes and contributions we
too, & & community and as in-
dividuals, have been making for
over one hundred years in
Canada. In our collective his-
tory there is s0 much worth re-
membering, but unless we take
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the necessary lime and expense
lo preserve what has gone on, it
will be forgotien,

It is on the records now that
not only has Canada acknow-
ledged the wrongdoing inflicted
on JCs, but also, is in the pro-
cess of atonement which liter-
ally and symbolically pays re-
spect of the NAJC demands for
bath individual and community
compensation. When one
thinks about it, these are really
guite remarkable accomplish-
mnts, bat was the intent by the
powers-that-be solely moti-
valed b0 bring about *Justice in
Our Time"? What were the so-
cial and political considerations
and machinations involved?
How was our small IC com-
mumity to convince the big and
skeplical public that in giving
redress o JOs was a giving 1o
itselfl as well? What abour the
forces that permitted our gov-
ermment [0 <commel !I.I.I.'h
wrongful acts in the first place?
And from whence came the
courage and the wherewithall 1o
EMPOWET il5 citizens o seck and
finally obtain restitution? The
Redress ‘game” has been played
out and won; bat does this mean
that JCs can sit back with satis-
faction thinking that the strug-
gle is all over? Where indeed do
we g0 from here?

he Hastings Fark Foun-

dation for Righis and
Freedoms, incorporated last
year 8% & charitable organica-
tion, has the mandate to address
these and ather important ques-
tions which can serve 1o further
our community "s development.

Specifically, the goals of the
Foundation are 1wo-fold,
namely;:

1. To educate the pohlic
about the rights and free-
doms of people in Canada,
by disseminating informa-
tion among the general
public through publication,
conferences, and other
educational activities, and.,
2. To explore the develop-
ment and statos of rights
amd freedoms in Canada,
and to identifly ways that
individuals and groups may
assert their rights and
freedoms.

These objectives offer great
and exciting challenges. It al-
fords us another opponmunity o
play a role and contribute as
Canadian citizens 1o our just
society. In many ways, Redress
has helped to rekindle a pride in
ourselves and far our commun-
ity. From this awakens a con-
cern for the knowledge and con-
servatbon of our heritage and is
linked to a reawakening to an
ancient idea of stewardship —
our personal and collective re-
sponsibilities for the continudry
and growth of life and of

see page 5
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Will we make mockery
of redress settlement

T he euphoria among the

Japanese Canadhans over
thi historic Redress agrecment
must be tempered by a realistic
look a1 ourselves and o the fu
wre. The sertlement of the issue
15 not the end of a process; i is
only the beginning of some
thing fundamentally more im-
portant and {'h:ll{nging We
have buill nothing, we have
only come out of the wilder-
ness. For any Japanese Cana-
dian 1o grab the money and dis
appear is to make a mockery of
ourselves and of Canada. 11 150
refurn 8o the desen

On the practical side,
everyons must be involved be-
cause the nature ol the Redress
agreement compels it. The $24
million community fund
(124 12) does not belong o the
NAIJC; it belongs to every
Japanese Canadian, Everyone
st be alert 1o endure that the
MNAIJC is answerable for every

cent -
The NAIC is made wp of
people, and people are suscep-
tibde t0 abuse of power. She has
a fundasmental responsability o
inform the community at all
times as 0 exactly who makes
the decisions concerning this
fund and precisely what their
mandage is. They must be made
o consull every Japanese
Canadian before any funds ane
allocated o any project or o

| any group.

This is why every Issei w

| every Yonsei muast be vitally in-

wolved i the community., We
must begin to traly live the
demaocratic principles for which
we suffered and fought and for
which Redress is the shimemer-
ing symbal. Our community
must never again be elitist,
Those who were lent the awe-
some responsibility o make de-
cisions on our behall must be
answerable to cvery Japamese
Canadian. We must demand -
cessanl communication: gues-
tionnaires, polls, leters, phomne
calls. Ours must be a truly open
commmumaty,

Anything less will be a moc
kery of our recent triumph.

0 n a more personal level,
Redress will have been
meaningless if it is not for our
children, and our chikdren de-
serve more than economss and
social ssccess. They deserve
their history and a sense of who
they are, | wish for my children
something | have never had as a
Sansei, a comfident commumaty .
Their young lives at the moment
are full, but 1 know that there
will come a moment when they
miwst grapple with their idemtiry .
It is &t that moment that [ wish
for them a community that can
serve &5 & guide and a model for
them, If redress ends up addres-
sing only the pasi, our com
munity will be impotent; if it is
an occasion for individual op-
portunism, il will have been a
beirayal of our history. This is
why redress is only the begin-
ning: now that history
brought us together again we
must pod betray our children

During our long exile in the
wilderness, we lived by ascrip-
tion alone: we allowed others to
fell us who we are, how we
should behave and what values
to uphold; so anxions wene we
to be “‘good Canadians,™ so
anxious o please, that we ar-
ticulated our lives through the
eyes of the strangers. The price
wi paid was no less than with
our souals,

The irony s that the old de-
finition of **good Canadian®" is
now obsolete. The meaning has
chnnppd drastically. It is in the
light of this new world which
honours differences that we
must forge a new identity and a
new idea. We canmed go back in
timme, por do we want to, but we
maust embrace all of our history
s thar our chibdren can be prop-
elled into the future in order o
embody that new idea.

What is this idea? It 15 some-
thing which will evolve with
time. Our history provides
many exciting hints, but what
mintters is that 1f can evolve 1:||1t:f
il we are ogether, ialking,
working, caring and forgiving
Its evolution will be the reflec-
ton of a wuly dynamic com-
mumiry.

MOVING?
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EDITORIALS

Can't believe it’s happened!

arly moming. day two

Can't deep, So happy my
heart aches. It really happened,
did i? 1's not just a dream?
Wish right now we could have a
huge cosmic gathering with
every single Japanese Canadian
who went through the shock and
torment and prejudice of the
past. Remembering some of
those passionate Miseis like
Muriel Kitagawa and George
Tanaka who toiled without
let-up. Wish Mr. Arakawa wene
here and Addic's Mom and my
Mom and Emmy MNakay and
Kunipx Hidaka and Kunio
Shimizu and Dr. Shimotakah-
ara and Mark Toyama amd
Blanche Kawasoye's Dad and
Mr. and Mrs. Matsumoto who
gave so much love, and their
sons Mark and Luke and Dan
saga and Mrs. Sonoda, who was
a saind, and Mr. Mototsune with
his stream of jokes and Mas
Takahashi's wonderful Dad and
Hisae Hayashi. 1 feli them on
the hill. T walked down through
the Sparks Streect mall afier-
wards and the sky was bluee and
I was bursting mnside remem-
bering faces. faces, faces and
remembering the struggles of
these last years.

What I'm thinking is that if
this act of reconciliation can
happen, maybe almost anything
can happen. If we can have for-
giveness within our country,
mayhe we can actually have it in
our communitics, in our
families and within ourselves,
Maybhe it gets harder the closer
to home it comes, bul because
this litike light is lit, perhaps it
will lead us, Lead kindly light

he country was empow-
ered to identify with us

We can now be empowersd 1o
identily with others who smg-
gl as we have been struggling,

There are so many people 1o
thank. Many, many, mamny
people who got so bumt oul s
many times and still struggled
on. Ii's been an amaring jour-
ney.

N ever again,”" we say
with those others in the
world who have survived their
catastrophes. Bun there’s linke
gain for humanity if all we mean
15 “"never again must it happen
1o me of o us. " Certainly these
wonderful movements for lib-
erafion begin from within but
they gain scope and power as
they merge with others

We're just about to start the
writing of & new chapier in the
story of Japanese Canadians. |
really hope it°s a story worthy of
our panents and grandparnents —
worthy of their generosity and
gaman and their intense drive
for us 1o be worth something.
The Issei to my eyes, were the
muosl astonishing and powerful
people I've ever known. They
wiuld want us to give to the
world sMmE ol what !h{'}'puc!n
us. Mow is our chance o do al.

Thank you Art and the NAIC
for steering us 1o this point
Thank you George for getting
us started back in the T0s.
Thank you Tom for your leader-
ship in the 40%, Thank you
Church of the Holy Trinity,
Mational Coalition pcnplc. and
o, amd on, and on, and on.
Thank you Issei for your great
love. 1'm so proud v be pant of
oUr comamunily
With love,
Joy Kogawa

SENRYU by JRek NakamaTo

Advancement
of human spirit
by Yuriko Hozumi

A 1 first, | would like o con

grotulate all Japanese
Canaians who were vichims of
war time internment in their
success in achieving justice in
the Torm ol aru'-lngy amnd com-
pensation.

When I think about the joy of
Japanese Canadians who had
been waiting for this, | am sure
that the Prime Minister’s an-
nouncement gave them Ihrhupc
of a beter outlook for the fu
tare. It must have been very up-
lifting

I myself was born afier
WWII and was not aware of in-
lermment camps and the tragic
history of the Japamese Cana-
dians. Cnly when 1 moved 1o
Canada with my Tamily did 1
find these things owt. As 1 gotw
know many people, 1 began o
understand how much the red-
ress means 10 the Japanese
Canadian commumity.

Moreaver, my faith in
Canada depended on how the
Canadian Government handled
this problem.

I have been watching the pro-
cess of the redress issue care-
fully. aven !hnu_gh il was from
the point of view of an outsider.

Because of my decp concem,
when | saw the heading of the
Taronio Ster on September
23rd, 1 was meoved emotionally .
I don’t think the governmend
decision b redress was a simple
matter considering the influ-
ence of the American Govern-
ment’s apology o Japanese
Americans or the timing for the
lederal election Canada

|'{_I_F1;rt one beer b_elly but you h;f"
fup sides of be_ei_ R

AendEghok fi ok
The difference in overweight between man
and woman is the front and the sides.

AMD How AROT
TouR SROWE T AfE

Wit HAPRY wiTH Tel
Fivikie, SETTLESAEHTT

Source: Nikkéi Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-7-2-4
i Nikkeimuseum.org

Wou wibpsd' T WE HavE oWf
PRIMGIFLES, WERE roT Accl PTING OuE CENT
FRoM THE SoveRemEnT | WE Pes'T wiisna
Al BEFEST Al WE
Ft A TR, RE S IFR 5, WE
REFRF3EHT THE MédosTy,
AT TR WAL

I nthe Amercan Senate, there
were two opinions. One
was thai, “*This 15 an indernal
political problem.” The other
was that. *'It is not possible to
think xcpar:lluly from what
Japan had done.’” The former
won out. | suppose it was an
extremely hard decision to
make,

We would say that we ook
one step forward in an effon 1o
be fair on racial matters. In
Canada we claim Multicul-
turalism as a national policy. If
there 15 any advancement, it
does not mean the space shuithe
or nuclear weapons, Especially
in Canada, we would say red-
reas is truly an advancement of
the human spirit. :

The Toronte Surr's edilonial
on Sept, 23rd owtlined the de-
tails of unfair trestment towards

JJapancse Canadians during

WWII. Then it ends with,
“*Yesterday's raceful
acknowledgement of blame
from every comer of Parliament
is nol & hasty rewriting of
Canada’s history. Nor can it
help victims who didn't live
hear the apobogy . Bur it was the
right thing to do.™

In these words, [ believe that
there is a possibility that the day
will come when all people in
this country will understand
each other and overcome all ra-
cial barricrs.
{Yurike Hozwmi is @ poei living
in Toromia, )
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Multiculturalism Act is weak

lllegibility
Summary

by Jennifer Hashimoto

he compensation package
negodiated by the Ma-
tiomal Association of Japanese

Canadians with the federal gov-

emment is based on the princi-

ple that loss of rights of the in-
dividual, based on racism, must
be acknowledged. As the spirit
of the agreement indicates, the
£21.000 individual redress is
nol specific compensation for
the loss of properiy and
businesses, eic., bul represents
symbolic compensation for the
loss of civil rights. and in par-
ticular, the loss of freedom of
mavement for a period of seven

VCars,

The government offer as
stated in the 1erms of the agree-
ment is as follows:

“abE2 1,000 individual redress.
whjw.:l to application h:.
eligible persons of Japanese
ancesiry who, during this
period, were subjected 1o
mternment, relocation, de-
portation, loss of propery
or sherwise deprived of the
full enjoyment of funda
mental rights and freedoms
based solely on the fact that
they were of Japanese an-
cestry; each paymem would
be made in a tax-free lump
sum, as expeditiously as
possible....""

While NAJC representatives
stress that final eligibiliny
crileria are sill being worked
out with the government, the
basic eligibility requirements
willl cover thaose of Japanese an-
cesiry who were living in

ccied between December 8,

1941 and March 31, 1949, and
who were alive on Ecpqrmbﬂ
22, 1988, the dase of the official
announcement by the govemn-
menl. This mcludes individuals
who were living within the
100-mile coastal rone as well as
those  who  were living
elsewhere in Canada since, re-
gardless of residence, no one of
Japanese ancestry was allowed
to live in the resiricted area.
Children born in Canada het-
ween those dates will be eligi-
ble. Relatives of eligible indi-
viduals who died on or afier
Seprember 22, 1988 may apply
on behalf of ithe deceased and
the compensation will go to the

Hoger Obata, V.P. of NA..I(I. introduced the Multicuburaliem
Minister al @ reception at Sutton Place in Toronto, Sept. 22,

ESLALE .

E veryone who may be
eligible is encouraged 1o
apply. The government. which
is administering the compensa-
tion process, will process the
applications and kssse cheques,
but any claims rejecied by the
government will be reviewed by
an advisory review committes
to the Minister. The committee
will consist of five people: pao
NAJC advisors and three gov-
ernment officials from the De-
partment of Justice and Secrel-
ary of Stale (including & non-
woling chairperson)

The application form, which
is being produced in English,

french and Japaness, will re

quest that any available copies

- of proots (sech as birth
cates, encmy alien registration
cards, Bird Commission
claims, etc.) be attached to the
application. Applications will
be sccepied withoul supporting
documents but may take
slightly longer to process sance
the government will then

undertake to verify informa-

tion. All claims must be
notarized

The NAIC organizations in
bocal centers will assist anyone
who requires help in filli
the forms. Special officers from
Secretary of Stabe will also be
set up o assist with claims in

JOT Cenders,

nformation &s (o festoration
of citizenship, compensation,
etc,, will be available in Japan
through Canadian consulates,

For further information about
the application edure will
be widely publicized in the
media by the Canadian gov-
ernment, which will be sending
oul applications and informa-
tien brochures with the cooper-

- i
will also be available from
MAJC offices as soon as more
detaals are confirmed. In addi-
tion, a toll-free information
number o & redress secretariat
al Secretary ol State will soon
be set up amnd the number pub-
licized as soon as possible.

by Shin Imai

he government of Canada

recently enacted the
Canadian Multicuburalism Act
Although this Act is meant 1w
preserve and enhance mul-
teuliuralisim in Canada, it ap-
pears that it is shor in sub-
stance.

The new statule provides for
concrete bases for multcul-
muralism in Canada and suggests
that the Minister of Multicul-
mralism would engage in dis-
cussions with his or her provia-
«cial counterparts to camy out the
purposes of the Act. Unfonu-
nately, there is nothing in ihe
Act that would penalize any
government which failed 1w
follow the policy of the Act.
There are no  programs
suggested mor any specific mea-
sures io carry out the policies.
The only specific matier is the
establishment of a Canadian
Multiculturalism Advisory
Commities, Such a committee
already exists and is wsoally
packed with members of the
political party in power, For
example, the exisiing commin-
tee was responsible for public
slalements cri.l:i:'ixi.ni the pmri-
tion of the NAJIC on redress a
few years ago.

The: failure to be specific in
the Canadian Multiculiaralism
Act is all the more troublesome
because of the failure to deal
with the issue of multicul-
turalism in the constitational
changes proposed in the Meech
Lake Accord.

Under this Accord, drafied in
June of 1987, the 11 First
Ministers proposed far-
reaching and controversial
amendments 1o the Constatu-
tion. The Accord has been
hailed by its supponers as the
document which has brought
Cuebec imo Confederation

he Accord has been criti-
cised by a number of
groups including those who feel

that federalism has been
weakened, by women, and by
aboriginal groups. For so-called
“ethmic”™ Eroups the main pro
blem with the Accord is that it
stresses. the *two founding na-
tions'" theory. Under this
theory the French and English
are the two founding nations,
and by implication, all others
are given a secondary staius
within Canada.

Dunng hearings in Ottawa on
the Meech Lake Accord this
isswe was raised and the major-
ity of the Special Joint Com
miniee dealing with the Meech
Lake amendments refused to
suggest any changes 1o take inlo
accpunt multiculivralism. Both
the: Liberal and the Mew Demao-
cratic Party members of the
committee dissented and prop-
osed amendments to the Accord
which recognized the mul-
teulural natwre of Canadian
sOCiety .

At hcurinp on the Meech
Lake Aceord for a committes of
the Ontarie Legislature the
issue was given a little bit more
force. Although the committes
did not recommend changing
the Meech Lake Accord, it re-
commended thar there should
be a further investigation into
the matter and that an amend-
ment should be made later
which would recognize *‘that
our multicultural heritage and
Canada’s commitment o equal

for the many origins,
creeds and cultures that shape
our sociely constime the fun-
damental characieristic of
Canada.™

As it is, the only significant
protection for multiculuralism
m Canada exists i a lmeted
way, in Section 27 of the Char-
ter of Rights which provides
““that the Chaner shall be inter-
preted in @ manner consistent
with the preservation amd en-
hancement of the multicul-
turalism of Canadians.™

Exports to Japan growing at rapid pace
{

cplember 1, 19ER)
“Canoda’s latest irade figures
show that Japan's market for
OUT EXPOFS i growing af an un-
precedented rate providing ex-
cellent export opportunities for
Canadiam business,'” an-
nounced International Trade
Minister John C, Croshie,
Preliminary rrade figures for
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June 1988 show a surge in ex-
ports io Japan of 36% over May
1988, This resulted in o su

of §156 million for the month of
June, the first monthly surplus
we have had since 1983, From
January o Jane 1988, Canadian
cxpons to Japan totalled 54,15
billion representing a $1.14
billin or 37.8% increase over
1987 expons for the same
period.

Sectors of pantbcular exporn
growth this year were wood and
wood products, chemicals in-
cluding plastics and gold. Man-
ufactured products are more
than ever making their way o
Japan. Aircraft, precision in-
struments and medical products
stand among the 20 most im-
portant expon items for the first
6 months of 1988,

The International Trade
Minister was delighted with the
very positive  momentum
Canada has developed in the
Japaness market. ““The revalu-
ation of the Yen has helped
create significant opponunities
for Canadian exporters in
Japan,"" commented Mr. Cros-
biz, ""and I am pleased 1o see
that Canadian business is Laking
advaniage of the new access o
the market.'

“Trade promotion effors
will continue to be & major
thrust of my Government to as-
sure the success of Canadian
prosducts in markets abroad,”™

stated  Minister Croshie,
““These efforts are pan of the
National Trade . and &

specific strategy for the
Japanese market
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civilization. what we have re-
ceived we hold 1n trust for fu-
e generations.

IThe HPF meeds your help,
We ask that you help us buikd
upon oar proud Japanese Cana-
dian heritage and to make
further inroads into human and
civil libemies for future genera-
tions. We need community
support in the way ol project
suggestions and proposals, vol-
uniteers o camy oat these ac-
tivities, and, of course, we need
your generous financial con-
tributions. Mo doubt, the Foun-
dation will receive assistance
from the coffers of the Redress
community fund; but essen-
tally, the good thal can come
out of HPF will be determined
by the support of the commun-
ity and value 11 places on
these questions and concerns.

Christmas is just around the
coameT = why ned give thanks
for our Redress victory and
contribute b our stewardship by
all Ei\ri.nf)::rbemux]y ta the
Hastings Park Foundation. By
the way, all domatloms are
Lax-ex i

Plc:s:mmrward YOUr COMm-
ments, suggestions and any
project proposals o:

The Directors,

Masako Fukawa

Charlotte Chiba

Hastings Park Foundation

T35 Ash 5t

Winnipeg, Man,

R33N ORS

Sou-rce: Mikkel MNational Museum, 2018-16-2-7-2-5
il Nikkeimuseum.org



I GRAYCE AMD HIROSHI UYEHARA
Grayce, former executive director of JACL-LEC and tireless lobbyist for redress in Washington, D.C.,
| attended the NAJC National Conference held Oct. 7-10, 1988, She was the keynote speaker.

s by Jrvrdles Hadhbamin

Victory must unite community

by Hoger Ohata

hen Prime Minister

Mulromey read the ack-
nowledgment and apolocy in
the House of Commons it was
madeed a dramatic and emo-
tiomal experience for me. I'm
sure other Japanese Canadians
who witnessed this historic
event felt likewise, as 1 know
that among those in the gallery
of the House of Commons,
there were very fiew who did not
shed a tear ot that moment. Mr.
Mulroney's sincerity and
humility was deeply moving.

Alber 46 years, we had finally
been vindicated having been
distrusted and branded as
enemy aliens for 7 years during
the war. At last we had gained
the dignity and respect we
longed for since 1942,

Wi can be prowd that at last
we have shed the stigma of sec-
ond class citizens by standing
up for our rights and demanding
justice. 1 personally feel 10 feet
tall, now that we have fought
and won B major victory for
human nights in Canadla,

Mow that we have success-
fully resolved the Redress
issue, | hope that we can put
aside any differences in the
past, and unite the community
in a celebration similar 1o the
spirit of the Centennial in 1977.
This is & victory for all Japanese
Canadians as well as for all of
Canada. | understand that we
will be celebrating on Mo, 4th
in Toronto,

The one importan thing we
have leamed from our struggle
for Redress is that when you
know you are in the right, you
musi persevere, There were
many occasions when we were
80 discouraged in our discus-
sions with the government, thal
we were lemplied o give up, but
somehow we managed to hang
in there, hecause we had faith in
our convictions. The old saying
of RIGHT 15 MIGHT scems to
be s0 true from our past experi-
ence.

hiz iz one of the most

important moments in my
lifie. 1 have waited 41 years al-
most o the month to see the
achievernent of a commitment
we had undenaken in 1947, As
some of you may remember, we
organized the Mational
LC.C.A. on Labor Day week-
em in 1947 primarily o seek
restitution for property losses.
A national organization was
also mecessary 1o maintain
communications for a com-
mumity that had been forcibly
dispersed all across Canadda,
Through active and dormani
perigds, the Mational JUCA
continued to serve the com-
munity climaxing with the
Centenndal in 1977. In 1980,
the name of the organization
wils chanﬁgd from Mational
JOCA w Mational Association
of lapanese Canadians or
NAJIC. Since 1984, the NAJC
has been actively engaged in the
Redress issue as unﬁgﬂ:d
business of the Property Claims
campalgn initisted by the Ma-
tiomal JOCA, 41 years ago,
REDRESS

Redress staned both in the

U.5. and Canada at about the
same time, After the release of
the government archives in both
countrics, it was revealed for
the first time, that there was ab-
solutely no threat to national
security in either country as
both governments had claimed.
Japanese Americans and
Japanese Canadians had been
deceived and exploited. The
evacuation in both coantries
had been totally unnecessary.
When this became public
knowledge, some of the vic-
toms rose up in anger and de-
termination to dght this wrong.
This was the basis for Redress
in both countries,

HISTORICAL TREND
‘When one examines the his-

|

Dr. Edward Hisaki
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torical scenario since World
War 01, there is a pattern of
Canada following the United
States. The evacuation of
Japanese Americans was au-
thorized by Executive Ornder
9066 i February of 1942, One
week later, Canada passed
Order-in-Council L1486 1o
evacuate Japanese Canadians.
In 1948, Congress passed the
Evacuation Claims Act which
gave a partial compensation for
evacualion loases amd Canada
followed with the equivalent
Bird Commission. Isn’t it co-
incidental that bath in the U5
and in Canada, the payout at
that time was imately 10
cents on the dollar? Now, forty
years later in 1988, President
Reagan signed the Redress bill
on Aug. 1ih granting redress o
Japanese Americans. Sixteen
days later on Auwg. I6th we
signed the agreement o sertle
the Redress issuc in Canada.
Furthermore, once again, the
amount we seitbed for was very
similar to the settlement in the
States. That has been the pat-

DEBT TO JAPANESE
AMERICANS

Wi owe a great deal o the
Japanese Americans for their
Redress settlement, It was
probably one of the most im-
portant factors in our settle-
mend, but not the only one, The
support we received from the
Opposition parties, the press,
the media, churches, labar or-
ganizations, prominent indi-
vidwals, amd other ethnic or-
ganizations all played a major
role. | personally feel that the
ethnic vote had a significant in-
fluence on Mr, Mulroney s de-
cision, with the Federal election
spesding wp that decision. He
wanled this bsue settled before
announcing the clection as we
now know

Terms of Agreement
between Canada and
Japanese Canadians

A 5 a people, Canadians

commil themselves o
the: creation of a society that en-
sures equality and justice for
all, regandless of race or ethnbc
origin.

During and after World War
11, Canachans of Japanese an-
cesiry, the majority of whom
were citizens, suffered unpre-
cedented actions taken by the
Government of Canada against
their community

Despite perceived military
necessities at the time. the
forced removal and internment
of Japanese Canadians during
World War 11 and their deporta-
tion and expualsion following
the war, was unjust. In retros-
pect, government policies of

disenfranchisement, detention,
confiscation and sale of private
and community property. ex-
pulsion, deportation and re-
sriction of movement, which
continued after the war, were
influenced by discriminatory
attides. Japanese Canadians
who were interned had their
property liguidated and the pro-
ceds of sale were used o pay
for their own internment.

The acknowledgement aof
these injuslices serves nolice o
all Canadians that the excesses
of the past are condemned and
that the principles of justice and
equality in Canada are reaf-
firmied

“herefore, the Govern-

ment of Canalda, on

behall of all Canadians, does
hereby:
1}y acknowledge that the treat-
ment of Japanese Canadians
during and after Wiorld War 11
was unjust and violated princi-
ples M{:umm rights as they are
undersiood today;
N pl:d.%- 1o ensure, 1o the full
extent that s powers allow,
thai such events will not happen
again; and
3) recognize, with great re-
spect, the fortitude and deter-
mination of Japaness Canadians
who, despite great stress and
hardship, retain their commit-
ment and loyalty 1o Canada and
contribute so richly w the de-
velopment of the Canadian na-
tiom,

As symbaolic redress for those
imjustices, the Government of-
fers:

a) £21,000 individual redress,
subject o application by eligi-
ble persons of Japanese ances-
try who, during this period,
were subjected o internment,
relocation, deponation, loss of
property or otherwise deprived
of the full enjoyment of funda-
mental rghts and freedoms
based solely on the fact that they
were of Japanese ancestry; each
payment would ke made in &
tax-free lump sum, & expediti-
ously as possible;
b) $12 million o the
Japanese-Canadian commun-
ity. through the Mational As-
sociation of Japanese Cana-
dians, to undenake educational,
social and cultaral activities or
ms that contribute 1o the
well-being of the community or
that promote human rights;
¢} 512 million, on behalf of
Japanese Canadians and in
commemoration of those who
suffered these injustices, and

matched by a further $12 mill-
ton from the Government of
Canada, for the creation of a
Canadian Race Relations Foun-
dation that will Toster racial
harmony and cross-cultural wn-
derstanding and help te elimi-
made racism,
d) subject o application by
cligible persons, to grant Cana-
dian citizenship e persons of
Japanese ancestry still living
who were expelled from
Canada or had their citizenship
revoked during the period 1941
o 1949, and to their living de-
scendants;
fy to provide. through con-
tractual armangements, up to 53
mdllion o the Mational Associ-
ation of Japanese Canadians for
their assistance, including
communiny liaison, 1n admdnis-
tration of redress over the
peniod of implementation,
Only persons alive an the dase
of the signing of these Terms of
Agreement woubd be entitled 1o
the redress in paragraphs (a),
(dy, and (e}, except that the
redress in () would also apply
o descendants living ar that
date.

SUPPLEMENTARY
AGREEMENT BETWEEN
HONOURABLE GERRY
WEINER, MINISTER OF
STATE FOR
MULTICULTURALISM

JAPANESE CANADIANS

It is further agreed that Mr.
Weiner will recommend that
these guidelines be followed in
the implementation of the med-
ress setilement:

1) The agreement is deemed in
be in effect on its announcement
by the Government i the House
ol Commons,

1) Formal acknowledgement
of the fundamental injustices
toward Canadians of Japanese
ancestry is made as anached.
3) Eligibility shall be deter-
mined by the two parties on the
basis of the following princi-
ples. An *‘eligible person’
shall ke any individual of
Japanese ancestry who was
cither a Canadian citizen or
permanent resident who was
living during the perbod B [e-
cember 1941 and 31 March
1949, or who was confined,
held in custody, relocated, had
his or her assets or propeny
seized or otherwise was dep-
rived of his or ber liberty or
property or rights of citizen-
ship, or in any way was affected
by povemnment actioms.

4} Each individaal shall re-
ceive 321 000 1ax free

5) The community sum of $12
million, tax free, shall be paid
o the National Association of
Japanese Canadians once the
necessary documents ane com-

pleted.

) The Government shall con-
tinue o consult with the Na-
temal Association of Japanese
Canadians in the development
of a national foundation to
conmibal racism, and shall en-
courage NAJC representation
on its founding board,

T} Both parties shall move ex-
peditiously in the implemenis-
tion of all terms of this agree-
ment.

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-7-2-6
whnnad Nikkeimuseum.org



Japanese Canadians
jubilant over victory

S cptember 22, 1988, (n-
tawa — ““Today is a
great day for justice and human
rights in Canada,” said NAJC
President Art Miki, ““and it is an
historic day for all Canadians of
Japanese ancesiry who have
been struggling for so Inng T
resolve the injustices of the
19440,

In a dramatic change of pol-
icy, the Canadian government
has negotiated a comprehensive
Eedress settlement with the
NAJC, including the following
lerms;
® an ollicial ﬂcl.n-:swl:dgc-
ment that government policies
during and afrer World War [1
were unjust and influenced h_'\_n.'
racist atinsdes. The Acknow.
ledgement **serves notice wo all
Canadians thal the excesses of
the past are condemmned and that
the principles of justice and

equality in Canada are reaf-
fiemed, "

®* a5 syvmbolic Redress for
those injustices, 321,000 1o
each Canadian of Japanese an-
cestry  whose Tfundamental
nghts and freedoms were viol-
ated. A further 327 million goes
to the Japaness Canadian com-
munity, consisting of a $12
million community fund. up 10
$3 million for the NAJC to help
administer and implement the
Redress settlement, and $12
million o establish a national
foundation to fight racism,
which will remain & permanent
memarial for the internment of
Tapanese Canadians.,

* an offer to expunge the re-
cords of those convicted under
the War Measures Act

® an offer of citizenship w
those expelled from Canada,
and their living descendants

THE NEW NATIONAL EXECUTIVE OF THE NAJC

L to R: Charlie Kadota, VP, Art Miki, President, Harold Hirose,
Treasu

[Pt by Jomifer Hashirsis

0 n the issue of legisla-
tive prodection to prevent
& recurrence, the NAJC still re-
mains dissatisfied. Although
the War Measures Act has been
repealed, the new Emergencies
Act must contain  mone
safeguards and a stronger assur-
ance of just Redress wo future
victims of injustice. To achieve

Letters to the NAJC

Dear Mr., Miki:

On behalf of all Nuu-chah-
multh people, I wish 10 con-
gratulate you and your associa-
ol on your viclory in the
House of Commons; & victory
lor all Canndians, Your group
has served as a fine example for
all groups fighting for human
rights,

Perhaps Canada will now
recognize the owtstanding scar
left on its body
1 remain,

In Brotherhood,
Gieorge Walts
Tribal Chairman
Muw-Chah-nulth
Tribal Council,

On behalf of the Manioba
Intercultural Council, 1 am de-
lighted o congratlate you,
your Association and your
community at finally achicving
a just, fair and honourable con-
clusion to the redress jssue.

The Council has been pleased
1o have supporied the MNational
Association of Japanese Cana-
dhians over the years and 1o have
been pant of the National Coali-
tion on Redress.

In addressing this issue your
community has brought o the
attention of Canadians our
sometimes unhappy past, but
you have also shown that it is
possible for communities 1o
work logether 1o fight injustice
and o win. In doing so you have

enriched our nation and en-
hamced multiculiuralism. For
this we are all grateful.
Congramlations,

Sincerely,

Pamela Rebello,

Chairperson, Manitoba
Interculiaral Council.

Drear Mr. Miki:

On behalf of the Ukrainian
Canadian Committee National
Executive we congralulale you
on the successful resolution of
your association’s claim 1o an
apology and redress for the
wrongs done 1o your commain-
ity during the Second World
War,

As you know, the Ukrainiun
Canadian Committee is pre-
paring o conduct its own
negotiations with the federal
povernment with respect fo the
internment of Ukraindans dur-
ing Workd War I.

Once again, congratulations!
Youars truly,

Deytro Cipywnyk, MD
President

Dear Mr. Miki:

Ecsiatically joyful over the
magnificent step forwards for
human rights. Your leadership
has been courageous, facing not
only constant rebukes from the
government bul also from some
of your colleagues within your

COMPUTERS INC
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Kogawa
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Toronto, Ontario  M4T 1Y6

_(416) 923-8088
The Desktop Publishing Spedialists

community. You really were
tesied and proved your wvision
and determination o stangd by
the principles of justice.

I was glad that [ could be
identified, albeit in an in-
finiiesimal way, with your
cause — with our cause. | know
that in the future you will con-
timse to work for human rights
and the qualities you have dis-
played will be an inspiration to
oithers,

I salute our Canadians of
Japanese ancestry. As Joy
Kogwa stated, love has
trinmphed.

Yours sincerely,
Roland de Corneille, MP

Diear Mr. Prime Minister:
Your announcement o coam
pensate ihose Japancse Cana-
dians for the hardship and loss
they suffered & a result of in-
ternships during the Second
Waorld War was received with
joyous relicf and oplimism by
the Canadian Armenian Com-
munity. This decision h:,' your
pOvemIment o comect & terrible
error from our past is most cn-
couraging. We are huPeI'ul that
other governments will follow
Canada's example and act in a
manmer W comect similar sad
pages in history. We congratu-
late you and commend your
government for this compas-
sionate and just decision.
Sincerely Yours,
Yagharsh Ehramdjian,
President, Armenian
Maticnal Commilies
of Canada.

these ends, the NAJC will con-
tinue working for changes o the
Emergencies Act and the Char-
ter of Bights and Freedoms

The MAIC's Redress cam-
paign began officially in
November 1984, shonly after
the last election. Three succes-
sive Ministers of Multicul-
turalism, including Mr. David
Crombie, refused 1o accept the
NAJC's position that & just set-
tlement had 1o acknowledge in-
dividuals. During the past vear,
Canadians showed their suppon
for Redress by joining the Na-
tional Coalition for Japanese
Canadian Redress, a broadly-
based growp of individuals and
community organizations. Ral-
lies held across Canada culmi-
natesd in (Mtawa in April where
prominent individuals, includ-
ing Rev. Ted Scvort, David
Suzuki, and Alan Borovoy of
the Canadian Civil Liberties
Association, were joined by
representatives of all three
political parties

The first break in the impasse
between the MAIC and the gov-
EIMIMEN] came at a June meeting

in Winnipeg with the Honoura-

ble Gerry Weiner, Mr, Crom-
hae's successor, who reopened
talks on the issue of individual
compensation. Last month,
serious negolistions wok place
in Montreal. ending with the
agreement announced today in
the House of Commons.
Canadian Redress follows an
American Redress bill endorsed
by President Reagan on August
5, 1988, The American hill
provides compensation of
$20,000 for each surviving
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Japanese American incarcer-

ated during World War 11, as

}::I; as @ 350 million education
nd.

I n comtrast to the Ameri-

can government’s decision
I phase in compensalion over
10 wears, the Canadian govemn-
ment has agreed o immediate
payment to the estimated
12,000 Japanese Canadians still
living. The NAJC was also suc-
cessful in negotiating commun-
ity compensation to reflect the
destruction of community life in
Canada. Japanese Canacians,
unlike Japancse Americans,
had their properties, businesses
and community facilities con-
fiscated and liquidated without
consent, and they were also
subject to dispersal and depor-
tation policies that prevented
them from returning to the West
Coast untl Aprl 1, 1949 —
four years after Japanese
Amencans were allowed 1o re-
furm.

Mr. Miki commented,
““We're satisfied with the out-
come of negotiations, Each
component of the NMAJC Red-
ress Proposal submitted to the
povernment in May 1986 has
been considered. While cenain
amendments the MAIC prop-
osed fior the new Emergencies
Act were adopted, we will stll
continwe 1o press for more re-
forms to make sure that indi-
viduals are protected from
abuse because of their cthnic
background. "'

In achieving this Redress
settlement, the NAJC pays tri-
bute to all Canadians who
shared the Japanese Canadian
dream of justice in our time
Ower the past five yeass, the in
lemment story has been kept
alive by informed and attentive
;porlpm from all media, and

itorials from maper newspap-
ers have commented thought-
fully on the cracial develop-
ments in the NAIC's campaign
for & just and honourable set-
tement, The victory for justice
and human fghts 15 also a vic-
tory for the democratic process.

Dear Art:

Congramlations o yourseld
and NAIC for the sevlement
with the government. It was a
long struggle bul you have
shown us that justice can be
won. [t was a moving and his-
toric occasion for all Cana-
dians,

Sincerely,

Gary Yee, National President,
Chinese Canadian

Mational Council.
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Greeting
Cards

A preeting card project in-
itinted by the Quebe: chapter of
the NAJC, which started out as
& fondraising project for red-
ress, has taken on a celebratory
note following the announce-
ment of the negotiated redress
sefilement with the NAJC by
the Canadian government

Eight comemporary Quebec
artists — Ghitta Caiserman-
Roth, Francis John Caprani,
Christiane Chabot, Alan lnak-
ura, Léonel Jules, Evelyn
Klein, Ann MeCall and Robert
Savoie — donated the works
which are reproduced on the
cards. Proceeds originally in-
tended to help the MAJC pursue
redress for Japanese Canadians
unjusily deprived of rights and
property during 'World War 11
will now be directed to worthy
causes and projects in Canada
that contribute to the promotion
and protection of human rights.

Sale ud‘meLLruﬁng cards was
launched at national NAJC
Annual Conference Banguet at
Le Nouvel Hotel in Montreal on
October 8.

Each set of cards contains
cight different grecting cards
with envelopes (no inside mes-
sage) and sells for $10. They
will be available through local
chapters, or contact Alan liak-
ura, co-ordinator of the ject
at 3535 Papincau Ave., mu.
Montreal, Que. H2K 419, (519)
527-4836



National Conference in Montr al tarned into & celebration, The banguet ended with TANKO BUSHI.

phvma by Brvifor Maskineas

Elation, buoyancy, enthusiasm
surround Montreal Conference

MONTREAL (October 10) —
The dominant feature noted
throughout the many events of
the 1988 annual general meet-
ing of the Mational Association
of lvgamsc Canadians (NAIC)

hich ook place at Le Noavel
Hotel in downtown Montreal
over the Thanksgiving
weekend, Oct. B-10, was its
special atmosphere.

It was an stmosphere of
buoyancy, of suppressed ela-
tion, and for the hundreds of
delegates and observers who
attended the various events and
sessions, 8 renewed enthusiasm
and determination o grapple
with the tasks which lie ahead
= in implementing the redress
sertlement as well as the many
projects discussed in the Tour
workshops.

The fecling was palpable
from the moment that the dele
gles arrived. It was evident
throughout all the plemary and
work sessions. It was reflected
in the Saturday night (Oci. 8)
banguer. It was reflected in
many speeches of invited guests
whi had come prepared o offer
waords of encouragement and
quickly switched them to words
of congratulations.

Thursday, Sepiember 22,
marked a tuming point in the
fortunes of Japanese Cana-
dians. It was the day Prime
Minister Brian Mulroney an-
mounced the resolution of the
redress issue. It was the day the
vinlation of human rights was
acknowledged and a symbolic
restitution made.

he buoyancy was reflected
in the speech of Mr,
Gerry Weiner, recently ap-
pointed as Minister of Mul-
ticulmralism and Citizenship
Busily engnged over his head
the election campaign, be made
na attempt bo hide this fact. But
there was unguestioned honesty
in stating how deeply he was
moved by the Japanese Cana-
dian redress effort, in his con-
fession that was still riding an
emotional high for having
played a role in bringing about
the final settlement.
He received a standing ova-
tion for his speech and he de-
served it.

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-T-2-8
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A toiast was proposed by Ma.
Faye Ishii for Mr. Weiner who
would s?'mtu:lli:u' for many the
successiul outcome of the pur-
suit of redress.

The tribute paid by the
NAIC's mnational council,
through MAJC vice-president
Roger Obata, 1o Art Miki who
symbolized those who had
marched untiringly on the red-
ress campaign trail also browght
the guest to its feet,

It may mot kave been entinely
inu;inniun that the buoyant
feeling was reflected even in the
added enthusiasm and exualta-
ton baought 10 s performancs
by Montreal’s Arashi Daiko

wip

Speeches were also made by
Dw. Audrey Kobayashi, Presi
dent of the Quebec Chapier
NAJC; Mr. An Miki, Presi-
dent, NAJC; Dy, Irwin Cotler,
representing the Canadian
l-.'1rr'mn-cul:ural Council, Dr.
John Thompson, Coalition for
Tnpanese-Canacian Redress.

Awards were made to
Montreal area artists who con-
tributed thedr work o Quebec
MNAJC chapier’s fundraising
effiom.

he evening which began

with cocktails at 6:30
p.m. was nearing 11 p.m, when
it was time for an address by
Guest Speaker Mrs, Grayce
Uyehara, Executive Director of
the Japanese  American
Citizen's League

Yt it was remarkable that oo
baredom was shown by any of
the audience throughout the
long period of preliminary
speeches, and in fact the audi-
ence was eager for mone when
Mrs. Uychara stood at the

um.

The guest speaker estab-
lished instant rapport with the
audience with her candidness.
She said she decided o EI‘IE
her prepared speech because «
the latness of the hour and be-
cawse the situation had changed
for the MAJC since the time she
was inviled o speak.

Instead she gave a brief and
informal account of the role she
wis asked 1o ake in the lobby-
ing and fundraising effort of the

Japanese American Citizens'
League as director of the
League's Legislative Education
Committec.

She left her home in
Philadelphia 1o 1ake up the re-
sponsibilities in 'WAshingion.

few months that she agreed
o spending working out of a
Washington D.C. hotel room
stresched 1o three years hotel
until her mission was ac-
complished and the redress set-
Elemend gn'incd

She sad the JTACL received
especially valuable suppori
from various Jewish organiza
tions and their nciwork and
connections.

The exceptional combat re-
cord of the 442nd brigade,
made up of Japanese American
soldiers who came from behind
harbed wire fences of imemn-
ment camps o join the ULS.
Army, was another influential
Tactior, Ms. Uyehara smd

ontreal’s  Japanese
¥ A Canadian community un-
velled two new talents during
the weekend events. Omne is
Chrstine Okuda-Hara who was
brilliant as Master of Cere-
maonies at both the banguet and
the communily rpt.::Tﬂ'i:;m for
delegaies at the Culural Cenire
on Sunday, Oct. 10. She is the
daughter of Mr. Hiroshi (Rozie)
Orkuda,

The other talent is Mari
(Sato) Oiwa, who performed
the Sho-Chiku-Bai odori at the
community reception. Mari
Sato and Keibo Cvwa met when
they were acting in Paul Al-
mond’s * "Captive Heart' " which
was filmed i the hills north of
Montreal several vears ago.

As is often the case at events
like these, the national general
meeting provided an opporun-
ity for the reunion of old ac-

intances, The grestings ex-
changed in the final mfr‘bw
ween many of the elderly,
which includes Misei, was lat's
stay well, and then we may have
a chance to meet again. The up-
beat note of the weckend is
likely 1o remain with those who
were able to atiend.

Artists honored at Montreal

MONTREAL — Led by Audry
Kobavashi and Kathleen
Hayami, presidents respec-
tively of the NAJC Quebec
Chapler and the Japanese Cana-
dian Culural Centre, the local
Japanese Canadian community
of Montreal region released all
stops 10 join delegates 1o the
1988 pencral meeting of the
Mational  Association of
Japanese Canadians 1o make the
Thanksgiving weekend a
memorable occasion and a sea-
son of celebration for having
achieved the long-sought goal
of redress for victims of human
rights violations following
Workd War 1.

The events’ chairman was
Bob Kadoguchi, assisied by
committee members Yosh
Taguchi, Swanley Kido, John
Kido, Christine Okuda-Hara,
Roy Nishizaki, with Lesley
Yoshikum as consultant,

Among those honored an the
Saturday night banguet was a
group of Monireal area artists,
maobilized by Alan liakura in the
Greetings Card project for
MAIC Fundradsing.

The artists are Robert Savoie,
Chitta Caiserman-Roth, *Ann
MeCall, Christiane Chabot,
Evelyn Klein, Francis John
Caprani, Leonel Jules, and
Alan lakura. The artists wene
honored at the bamguer by a
scroll containing a poem by
Toronto lssei Ujo Makano (BE
years), and rendered in calig-
raphy by Montreal Misei Jack
Hayami (B3 years). Both Mes-
srs. Makano and Hayami had
been intemed at Angler prison
camp in Ontario duning the war
for alleged non-cooperation
with povernment policy.

photographic record of
the Japanese Canadian
E"CﬁfiL‘flLL‘ i Chiebec, ttled
CRepartir a  Lero”’  was

mounted by Sandra Kawai and
Rel Nakashima

The names of community
members who had passed away
and would ctherwise be presen
for the occasion was remem-
bered on & plaque and dis-
played.

Books and videos related w
the redress theme was on dis-
play an<l offered for sale with
Alice Kudo in charge.

A special Work Shop **lssei
Speak™ was armanged by the
Monireal group, with Keibo
Iwai as animator and Tomoko
Makabe of Toronto as inh.'rp'r{'-
ter, with four lssei speaker-
participants, Mr. 5. Kido, Mrs.
T, Ochiaa, Mrs, F Tagul;hi_
and Mr. G. Takahashi.

Montreal supplied the ' offi-
cial reporters for each of the
four workshops: Jacki Hayami
Stevens (Education), Tiny
Sakamoto (Concern for
Seniors), Sachiko Okuda | Afer
Redress: What?), Sandra Kawai
{Political Involvement)

Delegates were welcomed 1o
the community reception and
supper by JOOO president
Kathleen Hayami. Supper was
orpanized with Rose Aihoshi in
charge and mided by numerous
voluntecrs who prepared the
dishes.

Busily engaged in assisting a1
many phases of the eventful
weekend was Sachi
Shimotakahara who came from
Antigonish, Mova Scotin, to
join the gahering.

Featured in the entertainment
segment of the community sup-

was Man (hwa who per-
ormed the **Sho-chiku-bai®'
odori. Arashi Daike group
rounded up the evening

The parting specch was de-
livered by Audrey Kobavashi.
Christine Okuda-Hara closed
the evening's program.

Sally Sachiko Ito
wins scholarship for 1988

(WINNIPEG) Sally Sachiko
v, a Master of Fine Arts si-
dent at the University of British
Columbian, received the Cana
dian Japanese Mennonite
Scholarship for 1988, She is
completing a fine arts degree in
creative writing and was
selecied on the basis of her
creative works about the
Japanese Canadian experience,
which could serve to educate all
Canadians shout the Japanese
Canadian experience during
and after World War I1. Ms. To
was subsequently awarded a
Mombusho scholarship for
stuady in Japan and will continue
her pro of study there
bf;. m the :hlr::i recipient
of the annual $1,000 scholar-
ship which was initiated by the
Mennonite Central Commiteee

Canada as a tangible symbol of
apodogy 10 Japanese Canadians
on behall of Canadian Mennao-
nites, some of whom benefined
from sale of Japanese Canadian
land during the war., The
scholarship is joinly adminis-
tered by the NAJC and the
Mennonite Central Comminee.

Candidates for the scholar-
ship must be graduate level stu-
dents whose work centers on the
Japanese Canadian experience
or on other Canadian
minorities. The application
deadline for 1989 is April 1.
1989, Write to: Canadian
Japanese Mennonite Scholar-
ship, c¢/o Mennonite Ceniral
Committee Canada, 134 Plaza
Drive, Winnipeg, Man. R3T
SKY9 for applications or mons
information.

Canadian Japanese Mennonite Scholarship

I wish 10 make a contribution of:

(check one)

O%10 O%25 0550 05100 O other §

0 cash

O chegue

O money order

Please make cheque or money order payable io:

nese Mennonble Scholarship

cio Mennonite Ceniral Committee Canada

Canadian Japa
134 Plaza Drive -
Winnipeg, Manitoba
RAT ;ﬁg

MNamiz -

Address:
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Rally was the begmnmg of f nm’ push

from page 1

commendation Mo 33, thal the
govermmeni should undeniake
megoliations o redress these
WITIES.

Some time later, the then
Minister of State for Multicul-
turalism, Mr. Ouo Jelinek, is-
sued an answering brief that
“broad consultmion is being
undenaken'” on this issue,

Mr. Jelinek was in favor of an
apodogy and some for of com-
pensation, but be was adam
anily opposed 1o providing in-
dividual compensation. The
fact is that at this time the
majority of the members of the
Commons Committee who
drafted **Bguality Mow®' were
alse opposed to individoal
CoOmpensalion

The NAIC position was that
the wiolation of human rights
mvolved mdiveduals, and red-
ress miwst also take inlo account
the individuals affected.

The final push by the NAJC
was directed towards gaining
additional supponers 10 join
those in Favor of individual
compensation. This push gol
under way in the fall of 1987
with the formation of the Coali-
tion for Japanese Canadian
Redress, and culminated with a
rally in Oitawa the following
April.

The success of MAIC objec-
tive became clear at the Citawa
Rally. It was echoed in all of the
speeches delivered an the
foram, as well as during the
House of Commons Question
Period. The emphasis was not
merely in suppon of the redress,
but it should provide for ind:
widual compensation.

In all probability Mr. Weiner
became a firm conver 0 indi-
widual compensation during
that rall:f_

The rally may not have been
the mos effective in ferms ol
crualing a media speciacie, But
I was |rr|.r|:||;"11's:'|:,I successful in
moving the emotions and
sirengihening the convictions of
the penp!u, in the pnm.ln:m 18]
wield influence. It was Mr.
David Murata who is largely re-
sponsible for enginecring the
rally while members u% the
NAIJC Strategy Commitiee
continued their work behind the
SCERES.

But even afier the rally,
NAJC leaders remained dubi-
ous aboul the success of the
rally.

hat happened in the

cabinet following the
rally is mot knovan. However, it
can be surmised with reasona-
ble accuracy that Mr. Weiner
went b0 work io bring others in
the cabinet around 1o his view-
point. He succeeded in con-
vincing Mr. Lucien Bouchard,
the: very Influential Minister and
a friend of the Prime Minister.
Shontly afterwards, the Prime
Minister himself must have be-
come convinced that individual
compensation was essential bo

in Toronto on Seplember 12,

Jerry Weiner mixed with the Japanese Canadians at Sutton Place

setiling the redress isswe.

This position was directly
couner o the recommendations
made previously o the govern-
ment by Mr. Odto Jelinek and
Mr. David Crombie, predeces-
sors of Mr. Weiner in the re-
sponsibility of dealing with
Japanese Canadian affairs,

Although Mr. Weiner suc-
cesded in bringing the Prime
Minister 1o agree to his views, it
should be noted thar Mr. Mul-
roney is astute enough to realize
that the attitude in the House as
well as outside the Parliament
on the redress issue had
changed. The time had come Lo
make his stand.

Following the Ottawa rally,
Mr. Weiner called the NAJMC

strategy commitiee (o two
meetings.

The first ook place in Win-
nipeg on June 15, initiated by a
phone call from the office of
Mr. Weiner,

Representing the government
at this meeting were Mr.
Weiner, his chiefl of staff Mr,
Dennison Moore and another
aide. The NAJC strategy com-
mittee members included Mr,
An Miki (Winnipegh, Mr.
Roger Obata (Toronio), Mr,
Roy Miki (Vancouver), and
Ms, Marka Omatsu {Toromia)
Unable 10 anend the mesting
were the remaining members of
the comminee, Mr. Hryce
Kambara (Hamilion), Ms. Cas-
sandra Kobayashi { Vancouver),
Mr. Roy Inouye {(Kamloops),
and Ms. Audrey Kobayashi
{Montreal),

Mr. Weiner signalled early at
this meeting that there had been
a shift in the government’s pos-
ition

Mr. Weiner was now
exploring means to justify the
shift in the government’s posi-
tion from opposing individual
compensation o favouring i
One scheme was o Sel up a
separale commission o work
oul & settlement plan, Another
was o follow the patiern set in
the U.5.

The meeting was adjourned
without armving a any concrete
decisions, leaving the proposed
plans for further consideration.

r. Weiner called for a

second meeting 1o con-
vene in on the evening of
Thursday, August 24 in
Montreal at Delta Hotel.

When members of the NAJC
Strategy Comminee asrived at
the meeting room, they were
surprised o be greeted by Mr.
Lucien Bouchard, a senior
minister, &5 one of the govern-
ment sentatives,

Mr. Bouchard did not remain
lomg, but his presence indicated
clearly, as nothing else could,
that the government was in ear-
mest.

Ome condition that the NAJC
insisted on from the beginning
was that any decision on redress
should be based on negotiations
and nol on a decree.

It was negotiation that MAJC
wanted, and they got negotia-
lion — with a vengeance.

The negotiation sessions
streiched into three days, muov-
ing meanwhile from the Delia o
the Grand Hotel. One session
lasted 17 hours at a stretch. It
was finally adjourned about
noon on Friday, August 26.

The government side was
represented by Mr. Weiner,
Mr. Dennison Moore, Ms.
Anne Scotton, Mr. Rick Kip-
linger, and Mr, Alain What-
shisname).

Again the less-than-24-hour
nodsce for the meeting made il
impossible for two members of
the Strategy Commillee to al
wend. Thus Mr. Bryce Kambara
and Mr. Roy Inouye were nol
able w attend.

Representing the NAIJC,
then, were Mr. An Miki, Mr.
Roger Obata, Ms. Marika
Omatsu, Dr. Aundrey
Kobayashi, Ms. Cassandra
Kobayashi, and legal advisor
Mr. Don Rosenbloom, with
Mr. Art Miki acting as spokes-
man.

he government side

guickly made it known
that it agreed w individual com-
pensation. As in a poker ses-
s, the government responded
with $15,000 to the NAIC's
opening bid of $25,000 per in-
dewidual. And the bidding pro-
cess continued.

The government moved up
its bids, while the NAJC gradu-
ally moved lower.

Baoth sides frequently asked
time out for caucus. The NAIC
side held discussions and
supplied new positions for Mr,
Art Miki who was s spokes-
man. The government side,
meanwhile, was frequently in

telephone conversation with
Outawa for new instructions.

Time outs were called for
meals, some small talk, and it
was back again 1o the bargain-
ing tahle.

The final agreement was
reached st 521,000, which was
narrowly above the mandate set
by the NAJC Council.

Even longer stretches of
negoliaon wene r:qulr:d 151
reach the final settlement for the
Japanese Canadian Community
Fund.

The final outcome of this was
512 million 1o the Japanese
Canadian Community Fand, an
additional $12 million which
the NAJIC would contribute to-
ward a Race Relations Founda-
tion, which amoumt would be
matched by a funther contribu-
tien of $12 million by the gov
ernment. And finally $3 million
to the NAJC for their aid in im-
plementing the settlement

The government acceeded w0
other NAIC conditions without
LA T |:||'.|j=cli|:||1x on most mat-
ters, such as eligibility factor,
restoration of citizenship rights
o those who bost 1§, etc

At the end, & request was
made the povernment that
the settlement be kept a secret
unitil such time that the govern-
ment decided to make the an-
pouncement, MAJC ngrccd.
And the announcemenl was
made by the Prime Minister on
Thursday, Sepe. 22, and carried
in front-page beadlines across
Canada.

The Today Show

by David Fujino

Shows come and go. But
SiThe T'Ddl}' Show" remains
in the minds of those who saw
this special an show

“The Today Show' fea-
tured art rarely seen at the
Centre., The anl was experi-
mental and philosophical in
style. There were no woodblock
prints and no sumie.

But there was photography.
Tamic Wakayama's
“Furusato Swite’, in rich
black amd white photographs,
Wils a'pcmmal spiritual pourney
capiured through his camera.
Roy Kiyooka's scroll-like col-
our photographs showed a
poetical mind extend gracefully
imio photographic expression.

There were painters in *“The
Today Show.” Shizuye
Takashima, long fascinated by
the world of Indian Buddhizsm,
painted her visions of life on
carth in soft and glowing col-
ours. While Takao Tanabe sub-
tly stains paint ino his canvas
and makes us remember his
special sunsets. And Kazuo
Makamura had two canvascs
reflecting his fascination with
the relationship between ad-
vanced science and advanced
art,

There were the younger ar-
tists who range in age through
their 20s, 30s and 40s, Artists
like Bryce Kanbara, a persistent

Salute from
Hong Kong Vets

OTTAWA, Oni., Sepi. 22,
1988 Following the Federal
Government's announcement
today that it will pay compen-
sation o Japanese-Canadians
interned in this country during
World War I, The Hong Kong
Veterans'  Association of
Canada says il is ot opposed to
the action.

10 is nod Tor us 10 approve of
disapprove of any payment
from the Canadiam goverm-
ment,"” stated CHIT Chadder
ton, Chief Executive Officer of
The War Am ps of Canada and
Patron of the Hong Kong Vel-
erans’ Association. *'The situ-
ation involving Japanese-
Canadians 1% one of human
rights, and it is our feeling that
we are not in B position to
Juddge, ™

Compensation claims for
torture and slave labour to
which the Hon Knng yelerans
were exposed w ghul.q.-pu'imncrsm
Japan is another matier, reports
ﬂwldcﬂw

““Owr claim concerns. in the
first instance, the Jmmsergo
ernment. However if it (T
o compensate our men for the
tremendous suffering they've
undergone, then we have no
choice but 1o approach the
Canadian government,’” stated
Chadderton, ** After all, it is on
behall of this government that
the Hong Kong POWSs served. ™

He stated further that the only
similarity between the two
claims was one of time: both
events look place during World
War Il

The War Amps, which is
handling the claim on behalfl of
thi: Hong Kong veterans, is re-
questing a payment of 510,000
each for the 705 Hong Kong
survivors and approximately
40 widows, The total claim
will amount to aboul $13.5
million,

Chadderton admitted that the
Huong Kong velerans, as privale
individuals, were free to ex-
press personal opinions,

““It is understandable,'’
Chaddenon added, *'that many
Huﬂg Kong weterans will have
come back from the Far Eas
with what might be called an
anti-Japanese bins.""

The War Crimes Tribunals
found that the Japanese were
E\:Iry of gross violations of the

neva Convenlion govemning
prisoiiers of war, and the in-
humane treatment handed out to
the Canadians during their &4
manths of imprisonment has
heen well documented,

“‘We have communicated
this policy to the government on
a numbser of occasions,”” Chad-
derton stated, ““and af the same
time have suggested that, if the
Japanese government fails 1o
honowr the claim of the Hong
Kong veterans, compensation
for slave labour should be a
priority of the Canadian gov-

see page 10 ermment.""
Gk M IWATA TRAVEL SERVICE
1) SPACWE SVERLE TORDNTO. DNTARRD CAMNADS WET FCF
LET'S LEARN Shin Imai i B KEN KUITSUKAKE
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Bua. BEE-1281
ller. Campbell & Associates Fes. TEZ-ATAZ
Taranle Japanese Language Schoaol ]l:‘ﬂ Sl:'ﬂD:‘ESﬂrggd
. oronio o
18 Orde Street, Toronto, Ontario Tel: (416) 598-0103 @ \WATA TOURS I *l
Toshie Tanaka . Principal  (416) 496-1989 P

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-7-2-9
whdnad Nikkeimuseum.org
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Sansei |
thoughts |

by Kerri Sakamotn

few of us, all Sansei,

arc siting down, clustened
around a table in my livia-
groom. Ii's a Tuesday evening,
and the autumn rain has slarted
up again, We're drinking tea,
quict and pensive, not looking
up at one another. I1's been
three weeks since we learned
that the government would at
last redress the wrongs of forty
years ago, commitied against
our parents and grandparents.
We've just begun alking about
it all, vur reaction to what's
happencd

**Ad first, 1 feli surprise, even
shock, that the government
would truly al:l.nnwleﬂge my
parents’  suffering.’’ one
woman fmally says, breaking
through our n:m.em.: and
meeting everyons's gale in
turn. The others agree. **And
then I felt an overwhelming
gratitude, and I'm nol sure
why," she continues, *'It"s not
as if our aprents didn’l deserve
thig, and maore.

Another woman begins 1o
speak. 1 even felt this surge of
emation — it was brief, but 1
fielt for the first time that 1 be-
longed here in this country,™
She shrugs her shoulders. *“But
maybe the first time will be the
last time. " Still, her eyes seem
1o glisten under the chandelier
overhanging the wble

“Is that what your parcnis
said too? " one man challenges.
““That they felt like Canadians
fior the first time in their lives?""
He puffs up his voice mock-
ingly

VMo, she replies carmnestly,
““Mo, not at all, In fact, they"ve
said nothing. But | don’t know
what [ should expect.’*

“*‘Maybe they think they
don’t deserve it. And that they
did deserve the reamment they
got during the war,”” the chal-
lenging voice says,

Maybe it's toe. After the an-
mouncement, we looked 1o our
parents anxiously, to see if any
of it had made a difference, But
it was like meeting the same
impassive gaze we've always
encountered. The one we
up with across the kitchen table.

el for the others — the

parents of all of us in this
room — the joumney is just be-
ginning. ““The bitterness will
dissipare,”’ says one Sansei,
with quict assurance. Many of
us have barely discussed what
happencd during the war with

Renee Tajima,
movie exploring the nature of contemporary racism in North America.

left, and Christine Choy, Producer and Director of ““Whao Killed Vincent Chin?™, a

s s Jrovmifer Huskirmsde

_I.'II;I parents, let along the subject

of redress. Their enduring sil-
ence reminds us, mroe than
words, more than the front page
headlines of newspapers, of the
terrible injustice committed.

E-Zu:nluali}' we face our :y'n'i-
cism, once the inital incredul-
ousness has receded. We point
to @ pending federal election,
and the impes of the Amern-
can settlement last April. *'Ti
aever would have hnpp:rwd.
otherwise,”" says someone.
This cynmicism is also coloured
by the flickering sense of it all
being too late: one person’s
grandparents passed away in
carly spring, and somebody
clse’s father died only days be-
Fore the announceament
*“They'll never have the chance
to forgive the govermment and
themselves,”” sighs the man
who lost his father.

'l hope that people don't
view this as an excuse to forger;
to say well, we've given the
meney, it's over,' says another
voice.

There's a lull in the conver-
sation and outside the wind rus-
tles through some leaves still
left on the maple tree in the fromt
yard, It's a drying wind; the rain
seems o have stopped again

everyone settles bark into
their thoughts.  Silently,
cachone of us is remembering
the past — our past a5 Japanese
Canadians — and we're sensing
the weight of the future, hoping
that we will all learn 5o that no-
thing like this will ever, ever
happen again,

BY THE TRADITIOMAL
CHINESE MEDICAL DOCTOR
TAK LIN LAI
(former Chief Surgeon, Canton
China — 20 years" experience
in acupuncture and now
laser acupuncture)

234-5502

519-653-3541

SPECIALIZES IN THE TREATMENT OF:
Arthitis, Alergies, Smoking, Neck and Shoulder Tension, Low
Back Pain, High Blood Prassure, Weight Conirol, Headache,
Insomria, Asthma, Skin Problems, sic.

Call for a FREE Consultation Appointment
Mon., Thurs. 10 am-8pm, Sat. 10 am-2 pm

5140 Dundas St. W., Suite 8
{btwastn |alingten and Kipling)

895 King St. E., Cambridge, Ont. N3H 3P4
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ans organicer, an artist. and a
student of lﬁ)ﬂm:n: Canadian
culture. Heather Yamada who
has worked for years in pmnqmg
and primmaking, exhibited
waork that combines her ant ex-
perience with her drvclnping
interest in poetry and language
art. Akira Yoshikawa projecis,
with Western art influences, his
memories of an ideal Japan in
simple and calming composi-
Hons, Louwise Noguchi pre-
semted her ideas quite dilfer-
ently in two large drawings en-
titled, **Plan for Cave/Plan
for Temple: Two Belief
Structures,” a look at how we
see and what we feel. While
Gene Machida came foreard
with his rough and charming
“Partraits,” five 5' x B Mloor
planks gowged and painted
over, sach face different. And
there was Gerry Shikatani with
a gild-framed double poem, a
poem of thought and feeling
about Spain. And there was
David Fujine with two black
and white word pieces which
echo his work in painting and
phaoy and 1ry.

Dnglﬁhl}‘n.ll “P':':?'d “The
Today Show'’, Jnnda} Sep-
tember Sth, perf-:-n'rung artists
had their say in the Centre™s au-
ditorium.

This was “*Performance
Night.** There were s-:rccmng:s
of the personal and thoughiul
films of Fumiko Kiyooka
(**Clouds"*) and Midi Onodera
with “*A Bird Chirped on
Bathurst™ and two other carly
shoris. Gemry Shikatani read,
chanted and performed his
poetry; Roy Kiyooka gave a
Fmsrd and contineous rcading.

“Pear Tree Porms™
David Fujino as Master of
Ceremonies got bo recite three
of his poems 10 the piano music
of Roy Miya who then played
three intimate piana solos. And
Denise Fajiwara and her starkly
dramatic dance, *‘The Great
‘Wall,” was a standout,

The Centre’s support of
““The Today Show', and
contemporary an, was an act of
BEREROSILY E'IIITEI} in spirit with
the Centre’s 25th Anniversary
celebrations.

The way 13 open, Thanks 1o
the Japanese Canadian Cultaral
Centre for suw-urlms, “The
Today Show's™ coordi
Akira Yoshikawa and [!awd
Fujing, Many thanks for having
the vision 1o suppor conlem-
porary Japanese Canadian ar-
Hsks, -

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-7-2-10

i Nikkeimuseum.org

Race
Relations
Foundation

he purpose of the Cana-
dian Race Relations

Foundation will be to foster

racial harmony and cross-

cultural understanding and 1o

coatribwe fo the elimination of

racism and racial diserimination

m Canada. Tt will:

* 501 a8 a cleanng house for
information with an elec
Eromic data base;

& gndemake research Lo pro
vide comprehensive stave-
of-the-art information for
Canadian policy makeres,
researchers, race relations
practitioners, voluntary or-
ganizations and the general
public;

®  aesis) instilutions, privale of
public, in secking to reflect
mare sensilively Canada’s
multiracial marure;

® assist in expanding our
l.r.u:lwl:ﬂg: in the field of
race relations and;

® foster effective policies and
approaches for the elimina-
tiom of racism and racial dis-
crimination
Both the Special Parliamen-

tary Committee on the Parici-

pation of Visible Minorities in

Canadian Society (1984) and

the Standing Commitee on

Multiculturalism (1987) called

for & more coordinated ap-

proach and betler acoess o race
relations material and informs-
thiwn.

As well, the Race Relations
Committee of the Canadian
Multiculwralism Council re-
commended, in a report o the
Multiculuralism Minister this
spring, that a national centre be
created o deal with issues of

race relations.

Finally, an in-depth study
and extensive consultations
carried out over the last six
months by race relations
specialist Dr. Lloyd Stanford,
confirms strong community and
instimtional support for jusi
such a foundation.

It is a reflection of the
penerosity and foresight of the
Japanese Canadian community
that they have chosen o com-
memorate those who sulfered
njustices by directing funds
(%512 million) from the redress
seitlement 1o this Foundation 1o
benefit all canadians. This sum
will be maiched b:. an addi-
tienal $i2 millson from the gov-
emment for a total endowmen
of 524 million

The Canadian Race Relations
Foundation will be established
a5 ul_":nm Iuﬂglh" nrgi“:im.
ton in order o maintain ils
stafus us a valuable source of
independent advice and infor-
mation. The specific structure
and mandate of the Foundation
as well as s bocation will be
determined following further
consuliations with groups and
individuzls who have an mienesi
in this area. It will underake
activitics along the following
limes:

a} Information and Public

Education

The Foundation will pub-
lish and disseminale relevand
information, research find-

ings and publications 1o

practitioners, scholars, or-

Eanizations, institutions,

goevernmental bodies and

interested imdividuals
Public cvents may be or-
ganized (such as confer-

ECEs) by accompany relense

of major research findings

and 10 raise public awareness
on these issues. L.'IIJ'||:.| pu:-;_.

rams may be developed o

bring attention I-.l issues

raised during the course of
the Foundatkon's activitbes
b} Research

The Foundation will Camy
oul bong-term and short-term
research activitics which will
lead & the production of ob-
jective data and  well-
founded analysis. It is ex-
pected that much of the re-
search will be commissioned

— b be condacted by the

best qualified practitioners

and scholars wherever they
are located in Canada.
<) Clearing-House

The Foundation will es-
tablish and maintain a com-
prehensive up-to-date na-
tional collection of pertinen
materials which will be made
accessible o community
groups, academics, govem-
ment officials, institations
and the general public

A specialized elecironic
data base will be made avail-
able 1o interesied users via
existing compuber networks.

The Foundation will also
maintain links with similar
bodies in other countries

SANKO TRADING CO. LTD.

221 Spadina Ave.
Toronto, Ont. M5T 2E2
Tel: 593-0338
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Edmonton Japanese Community Club
Redress Committee

9809 91 Avenue

Edmonton, Alberta

T6E 275

13 March, 1988

Dear Friends:

The Edmonton Japanese Community Club is cooperating with the National
Association of Japanese Canadians in a campaign to persuade the Prime
Minister to become personally involved in redressing the wrongs done to
Japanese Canadians during and after the Second World War. As part of
this campaign, we are asking members of the community to sign and have
their friends and neighbours sign the enclosed post cards.

The objective of this post card campaign is to demonstrate to the Prime
Minister the wide support our cause has amongst ordinary Canadians. In
this regard, it is very important that we collect as many signed post
cards as possible. Once the post cards are signed, they will be taken to
Ottawa for a rally scheduled for April 14.

Please encourage your friends and neighbours to join us in our campaign
and please return the signed post cards to me as quickly as possible.
Should you need more blank cards or should you have any questions,
please call me at 433 - 8104.

Thank you very much for your help.

Sincerely

A .
Vo a7 P

David F. Sunahara

Chair - EJCC Redress Committee

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-7-3-1
il Nikkeimuseum.org



PHOTO-COPY AND DISTRIBUTE WITH POST CARDS.

POST CARD BLITZ for Ottawa Rally - April 14,1988.

We have made very little progress with the present government on
the matter of Japanese Canadian Redress. With three Ministers
failing to resolve this issue, we are now mounting a public
campaign to try and persuade Mr. Mulroney to personally take the
leadership in seeking a mutually acceptable settlement,

This is the main objective of the Rally on Parliament Hill in Ottawa
on April 14th,

In order to influence the Prime Minister's Office, we need to show
some tangible evidence, of the magnitude of the support we have
from the Canadian public, to our cause for justice. This is being
done in three ways:

a) the formation of the National Coalition on Japanese Canadian
Redress with support from leading national organizations and
prominent individuals representing a wide cross-section of
Canadian society.

b) the Ottawa Rally on Parliament Hill, April 14th. with maximum
attendance

c) the Post Card Blitz for April 14th,

Of the three projects, the Post Card Blitz is the only one in which
every Japanese Canadian and other supporters can personally get
involved. We need TENS OF THOUSANDS of Post Cards collected from
across the country to take with us in mail-bags to Ottawa, and to
display this response from the public before the media, and the

: government. Finally, these bags will be delivered by hand to the
Prime Minister's Office on April 14th.

TO MOUNT THE BLITZ, THE FOLLOWING STEPS SHOULD BE TAKEN:

a) each supporter of Redress in your community should be able to
get a minimum of 10-15 signatures from friends, neighbours,
relatives, etc. and each signature (one per card) could pyramid

further and further. For example, let's say there are 10
supporters and each one can get 10 signatures which means 100
signed post-cards. Now if those 100 people can each get another
10 more signatures, we're up to 1000. This is what is meant by
pyramiding.

b) in order to accomplish (a) contact your friends in churches,
schools, ethnic groups, social clubs, sports clubs, etc.

c) also contact members of labor unions, service clubs, business
associations,civil liberties groups,university clubs, etc.

d) as soon as signatures are obtained collect the cards and please
return them to the person from whom you received them. This
person will then return them to his originator.

WE MUST ACCUMULATE THESE CARDS TO HAND DELIVER THEM TO
OTTAWA BY APRIL 14TH.

NOTE: If feasible, a record of the signatures obtained should be
kept by each community and a copy forwarded to the

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-7-3-2
whaned Nikkeimuseum.org



National Office in Winnipeg.

REMEMBER - THE NAME OF THE GAME IS VOLUME!!!!

We must get as man

y Post Cards signed i
make an impact on th - as _possible in order to

e government. Let's swamp Ottawal!!!l

WE DON'T HAVE MUCH TIME!!

This is our last ditch stand with the M

- - ulrone - '
give it all we 've got Y government let's

We have printed 30,000 of these cards for
Eastern Canada including Quebec, at a cost
of 3¢ each.

Every effort should be made to collect

the cards so fhat they can be taken to
Ottawa.

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-7-3-3
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Dear Mr. Mulroney,

Japanese Canadian Redress PLEASE NOTE:

-lIs a Canadian issue-

-It's a Justice issue- =
-It's a Human Rights issue- SlQﬂEd Post Cards
Must Be

Accumulated By
Returning To

RESOLVE IT NOWI!

Name
Originator
Address
OR
City
MAIL TO:
Prov. — NAJC Ottawa Rally,
c/o David Murata,
Postal Code 2 Bloor St. W., Suite 100,
Toronto, Ont. M4W 3E2
Signature

e

Attn: Mr. Prime Minister,

I am a voter.
I support
Japanese Canadian Redress

REDHESS THE WRONG—J USTICE NOW!

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-7-3-4
i Nikkeimuseum.org




PHOTO-COPY AND DISTRIBUTE WITH POST CARDS.

POST CARD BLITZ

1. Please try to get at least 10 signatures from your friends,
relatives, and neighbours to start the pyramid.

2. Ask each of these 10 or more people to try to get at least 10
signatures. This means 100 signatures, already.

3. All post cards are to be returned to the originator by April 7th.
4. We must act quickly - the Ottawa Rally is not that far off.

5.Let's start an avalanche of post cards to Ottawa.

POST CARD BLITZ

1. Please try to get at least 10 signatures from your friends,
relatives, and neighbours to start the pyramid.

2. Ask each of these 10 or more people to try to get at least 10
signatures. This means 100 signatures, already.

3. All post cards are to be returned to the originator by April 7th.
4. We must act quickly - the Ottawa Rally is not that far off.

5.Let's start an avalanche of post cards to Ottawa.

"""""" 4""'llllll'"‘"‘"'I-'l"l"l'l'll"'-'-"..iiiiillIIIIllllIlllllllllllliiltjjt-ttt

POST CARD BLITZ

1. Please try to get at least 10 signatures from your friends,
relatives, and neighbours to start the pyramid.

2. Ask each of these 10 or more people to try to get at least 10
signatures. This means 100 signatures, already.

3. All post cards are to be returned to the originator by April 7th.
4. We must act quickly - the Ottawa Rally is not that far off.

5.Let's start an avalanche of post cards to Ottawa.

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-7-3-5
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JAPANESE CANADIANS

National Executive Office: 735 Ash Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3N ORS

SUBMISSION TO THE LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE
oM BILL C-77, THE PROPOSED EMERGENCIES ACT
on Tuesday March 15, 1988, House of Commons, 3:30 p.m.

- presented by Dr. Roy Miki, representing the NAJC

[Ladies and] gentlemen, thank you for the opportuni%y

to make & presentation on the Emergencies Act which is proposed

to replace the War Measures Act. Speaking on behalf of the
National Association of Japanese Canadians, I represent Japanese
Canadians who have been seeking Redress for the injustices which

occurred under the War Measures Act during the 1940s.

We now know that the actions taken by Cabinet against
Japanese Canadians were motivated by the hope of political gain,
and NOT by threats to national security. Government documents
now available show_that at the time of the round-up and
internment of Japanese Canadians on th; B.C. coast, the Canadian
and American military, RCMP, and FBI all advised that
incarceration of the whole community was unnecessary. Similarly,
the sale of personal belongings and land ﬁas not a measure to
protect national security, but a political maneuver to destroy
the Japanese Canadian community on the coast. Although the war
ended in 1945, Japanese Canadians weré not permitted to return to
the west coast until April 1, 1949, four years later. Instead,
in 1945, there was a move to exile 10,000 Japanese Canadians as
the final plan to decimate the Japanese Canadian presence in

Canada. After 4,000 had been sent to Japan, over half of whom

were Canadian-born, public outrage halted the government plan.

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-7-5-1
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It is because we have experienced Cabinet's abuse of
emergency powers, that a major component of our Redress campaign

is to prevent a recurrence through legislative change, both to

the War Measures Act, and the Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

Although we question the necessity of having general
emergency legislation on the books, if there is to be any
emergency legislation, we submit that the protection of rights
requires three basic elements:

1., carefully drafted legislation that allows Cabinet only the
power necessary to deal with the emergency;

2. mandatory safeguards to prevent abuse of Cabinet's power; and

3. if an abuse of power occurs, then provisions for adequate

redress.

In our opinion, Bill C-77 is inadequate on all three
grounds and would not prevent a recurrence of the injustices

suffered by Japanese Canadians.

Bill C-77 fails to ensure that Cabinet h&s only the
power necessary to deal with the emergency. First, the
definition of what constitutes a "national emergency" in s.3 is
too broad. It allows Cabinet to declare an Emérgency if the
"well-being" of Canada is imperiled, but "well-being" is not
defined in the Act. It could mean the economic well-being, or

political well-being of the country in Cabinet's eyes.

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-7-5-2
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Of particular concern is the definition of an.
"international emergency" - so broadly defined in section 25 as
to include a threat to an "ally's" security. Similarly, a “"war
emergency"” as defined in section 35 could be declared if an ally
of Canada was involved in real or imminent armed conflict. These

definitions violate the International Covenant on Civil and

Political Rights, 1966 to which Canada is a signatory. The

Covenant provides that rights can be suspended only. when there is
a threat to the existence of Canada as a nation. The suspension
of individual rights in an international or war emergency as
defined in Bill C-77 violates the Covenant because a threat to

the existence of Canada as a nation is not required.

Once an emergency has been declared, Bill C-77 gives
Cabinet more powers than would be necessary to deal with
the emergency. In an international emérgency, section 28

purports to give Cabinet the power to prevent Canadians from

leaving Canada. This violates section 6 of the Canadian Charter

of Rights and Freedoms which says "Every citizen of Canada has
the right to enter, remain in and leave Canada." According to
the.Charter, this right can never be abrogated, even if the so-
called "override" section, s.33, is invoked, and therefore this

section of Bill C-77 is illegal.

In an international emergency, we feel that the
delegation of political, diplomatic and economic powers to one
Minister is unnecessary and risky. .Imagine what could have

happened if this power were available in the 1940s, and power was

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-7-5-3
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delegated to one Minister from B.C. who believed that ridding
Canada of Japanese Canadians would guarantee the election of his

party in B.C..

We are alsq concerned that Cabinet may have the power
to override the rights of individuals set out in the Charter of
Rights. The powers available to Cabinet in a war emergency are

basically the same as those under the War Measures Act. In a

case arising in the second world war, the Supreme Court of Canada
said that under that Act, Cabinet's powers are egquivalent to

those of Parliament (Reference Re: Regulations Relating to

Chemicals, [1943) S.C.R. 1 at p.l17).

Our concern is that Cabinet would have the power to
invoke section 33 of the Charter to override the fundamental
freedoms, including freedom of conscience and religion, thought,
belief, opinion and expression, and fre;dom of association. By
invoking section 33, the legal rights set out in sections 7 to 15

P, can also be suspended. This includes the right not to be
arbitrarily detained or imprisoned, the right of habeas corpus,
the right to be presumed innocent, and the right not to be
subjected to cruel and unusual treatment. If Cabinet has the
power to override the Charter, even the equality rights set n;.lt
in section 15 of the Charter would be suspended. Individuals
would no longer be guaranteed equality before the law without
discrimination based on race, ﬁational or ethnic origin, colour,

religion, sex, age or mental or physical disability.

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-7-5-4
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Although the Minister of National Defence has stated
that his Government has no intention of suspending habeas COrpus,
his word does not ensure that the Charter rightswill not be
violated in the future by a future Cabinet. Therefore, we ask

that the Emergencies Act be amended to specifically state that

only Parliament can override the rights of individuals set out in

the Charter.

Finally, we strongly ﬁppose Cabinet having the general
power to make "secret orders", as allowed by section 59(2). We
acknowledge that sometimes secret orders are necessary, but we
believe that the current law is sufficient. Cabinet already has
the power to make secret orders to deal with threats to Canada's
security through the operation of the Canadian Security
Intelligence Service. 1In Bill C-77, secret orders are
unnecessary and present great potential for abuse.

Our second general concern with Bill C-77 is that there
are insufficient safeguards on the abuse of the vast powers given
‘Cabinet once it has declared an emergency. Although C-77 is an

improvement over the War Measures Act in that it requires all

orders, except the secret ones, to be laid before Parliament,
section 59 requires that in order to even debate whether the
order should be amended or revoked, a motion must be signed by at
least 30 MPs or 15 Senators and filedwithin 20 days, after
which, only 3 hours of debate is allowed. After 20 days has
passed, no matter what infcrmation comes to light, Parliament

cannot touch the orders made by Cabinet. Even when Parliament is

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-7-5-5
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asked to continue the state of emergency, the orders are
automatically continued, and cannot be reviewed separately from

the motion to continue the state of emergency.

Based on the historical experience of Japanese
Canadians, the NAJC believes this Parliamentary review is

blatantly inadequate. Under the War Measures Act, each order-in-

council affecting Japanese Canadians was also placed before
Parliament, but Parliament did not have the power to revoke them.
On each occasion, the Minister responsible gave a plausible
reason for the order or an assurance that the order was for a
specific benign purpose. However, time and again, i@ turned out

that the orders were being used for other purposes.

For example, the order to sell Japanese Canadian
property and personal belongings was first described as being an
administrative change in the handling of property that would
protect some Japanese Canadians from predatory buyers and permit
the sale of some rapidly depreciating property which the owners
wished to sell. Only two months later was it revealed that the
real extent and purpose of the order-in-council was to sell all
properties, community facilities, and personal belongings of
Japanese Canadians, thus ensuring the destruction of the economic
and social base of the west coast community. Under Bill C-77, if
Parliament were to discover that the purpose of an order had been
misrepresented, they would be powerless to revoke or amend that

order.

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-7-5-6
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A more shocking example of the potential for abuse

occurred after the war ended. When the War Measures Act was

about to expire, in November 1945, Parliament refused to give
Cabinet the power to deport Canadians in the legislation that was

to replace the War Measures Act. In defiance of Parliament,

before the War Measures Act expired, Cabinet passed an order-in-

council ordering the expulsion of Japanese Canadians.

These examples show that the Parliamentary review
process envisioned by Bill C-77 cannot prevent the abuses

inflicted on Japanese Canadians.

Similarly, our concern for the potential abuse of
secret orders is not put to rest by the review process proposed
in Bill C-77. In our view, it too is completely inadequate.
Section 60(l) provides that Cabinet "may" establish a
Parliamentary Review Committee, but does not require that one be
set up. Therefore, there is no assurance that any review will
ever take place. However, we believe that no review process

would justify Cabinet having the general power to make secret

orders.

If there are any emergency powers given to Cabinet, the
NAJC believes that recourse to the Courts must be available to
prevent and stop abuse of powers. According to the cases decided
by the Supreme Court of Canada, in a challenge through the courts

the applicant must prove "by very clear evidence" that no

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-7-5-7
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emergency existed, or that the order was not reasonably connected
to the emergency. A&ll this must be done without access to the
government's own documents. In effect, any challenge would be

futile.

We therefore recommend that in a judicial review
arising out of the declaration of an emergency, Cabinet must
bear the onus of proving that the emergency exists and that the

order is reasonable.

For the NAJC, the third aspect of acceptable emergency
legislation is the provision for compensation in the event of an
injustice. We are pleased that the Government reccgn&zes the
principle that compensation is appropriate for the abuse of
emergency power.

Compensation is a major component in the NAJC's Redress
position because we believe that a just settlement of Japanese
Canadian claims will demonstrate that, as a nation, we will not
tolerate the abuse of emergency power. It will also reassure
Canadians that if they should be the unfortunate victims of
injustices similar to those suffered by Japanese Canadians, they

will receive just compensation.

However, under Bill C=77 the victims of an injustice
would be in the same position as Japanese Canadians are today:
waiting for the heart of government to open. Section 46 leaves

the payment of compensation to the discretion of the Cabinet, in
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other words, to the politicians who were responsible for the
wrongs. In this situation, it is very unlikely that the victims

of injustice will be properly redressed.

The current Government has offered $12 million to
Japanese Canadians as a group, and to this day, refuses to
recognize that meaningful compensation must be given to the
individuals whose rights were abrogated. In 1984, Mr. Mulroney
criticized Pierre Trudeau's offer of a $5 million human rights
foundation, saying, "I feel very strongly that Canadian citizens
whose rights were abused and violated and trampled upon indeed

should be compensated." (Globe & Mail, May 16, 1984.)

The $12 million offer made to the estimated 14,000
survivors by the Honourable David Crombie amounts to
approximately $850 per survivor. This offer hardly instils
confidence in Canadians that if they were the victims of an abuse
of power, they would be fairly compensated. If you, your parents
and children, were wrongly accused of being a threat to Canada
and interned; and had your house, car, family keepsakes, and
belongings been sold against your wishes for a fraction of their
value in order to pay for your internment; and had you spent
seven years unable to live, work or study where you wanted --
would you feel that $850 per person was a fair settlement? I'm
sure you would not consider this a just Redress settlement. If
you were a victim of abuses, you too would object to the

compensation provisions in Bill C-77.
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Bill C-77allows a person to sue a Minister or agent of
the government for an abuse of power, but he or she would have
to prove that the action was not done in "good faith" -- and this
requirement is impossible to fulfill without access to government
documents. Japanese Canadians had to wait until the 1970s to see
the government documents related to our internment. It was only
then that we could confirm that the government knew we were

innocent victims of abusive orders-in-council.

The NAJC believes that one way to prevent a recurrence
of the injustices suffered by Japanese Canadians is to amend the
Charter of Rights so that equality rights can never be
overridden, and discrimination on the basis of ethnic'origin is

never allowed. This would also fulfill Canada's obligations

under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

More importantly, a negotiated settlement with Japanese
Canadians will stand as a warning to all future governments that
Canada will not tolerate the abuse of individual rights. It is
important that Bill C-77 be amended to have compensation
determined independently of Cabinet. However, it must be

emphasized that Bill C-77, like the War Measures Act before it,

is only a piece of legislation that could be scrapped at any
time. On the other hand, a negotiated Redress settlement will
remain as a permanent beacon and measuring rod for the

preservation of human rights in our country.

If the Government wanted to demonstrate that we can
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trust Cabinet to handle emergency powers wisely, and to face the
consequences if an abuse should occur, they would compensate

Japanese Canadians immediately.

As former bustice Thomas Berger has stated:

"A nation that confines itself to high-faluting talk, but
does not sit down and negoitate to provide compensation to
the people whom it interned 40 years ago, is not likely to
remember the episode for long. If, however, we demonstrate
that our concern is tangible by compensating the survivors,
we are demonstrating that we believe it should never have
happened and make it less likely that it will ever happen

again."

(testimonial dinner for Grace MacInnis, Feb. 15, 1986.)
In conclusion, the National Association of Japanese
Canadians submits that the protection of individual rights cannot
be achieved by amending Bill C-77 in a piece-meal fashion. We

therefore recommend that Bill C-77 be withdrawn; the War Measures

Act be abolished immediately; and the drafting of legislation
that balances emergency powers and civil liberties be referred to
the Law Reform Cnﬁmission of Canada. We ask you to accept these
recommendations to ensure that what happened to Japanese

Canadians will not happen to any other Canadian.

Included in the package of materials is an critical

analysis by Ann Gomer Sunahara, a lawyer and historian, who is an
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expert in the history of Japanese Canadians, and who has been
studying emergency legislation from around the world for the past
five years. A detailed Table of Contents will help guide you
through the 20 recommendations being submitted by the NAJC. As
well the package includes a copy of the newspaper quoting the
kRight Honourable Brian Mulroney in 1984, the NAJC's brief,
"Democracy Betrayed: The Case for Kedress" setting out the
historical basis for Redress, and "Justice in our Time", a

pamphlet updating the NAJC's struggle for Kedress.

12
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M. ANN SUNAHARA
112 Huron Avenue N.
Ottawa, Ontario,
K1Y OW2
(613) 728 - 9691

June 20, 1990,
Frank Greene

2 Horizon Ave,
Point Claire, Que
H9S 5V1

Dear Frank,

Enclosed please find a copy of the "Political

Involvement" section, which reached me today. I have corrected
text of all three speakers as best I remember. (The audio tape
from which vou are working is "low-fi" because it was what I

personally recorded on my cheap little interview machine. The
recording made with the sophisticated equipment has disappeared)

I onlvy made one major change - a deletion of part of a
paragraph on page 10. If there are any questions arising from my
corrections please call at the above number.

Yours truly,

M. Ann Sunahara
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Greene, 2 Horizon
Pointe Claire, QC
H95 5V1

Friday, 1990.06.15

Ann Sunahara
112 Huron Ave., N.-
Ottawa, ON K1Y 0OWZ2

Hi Ann,

I talked with Jackie Hayami-Stevens this morning. She said
that you would like to see the draft of "Political Involvement
for Japanese Canadians."

Enclosed find two copies of the current version. Please help
by suggesting necessary changes. We are working, as you may
know, from audio tapes--of a rather lo-fi type. Any improvements
to the text will help the report.

If you have any emendations, please mark up one copy and
return it directly to me. Need I say asap? That is always the
way things are wanted.

If you have any questions write or call 514, 426-4170.

Cheerio,
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Jean Kamimura

Today I want to emphasize that, whether you are an
activist or a quiet volunteer, you can make a difference.
From this workshop, we hope we can encourage more
people to become aware of our democratic rights and to
assert ourselves.

I have been called a political activist, a radical even,
and a rabble rouser too. I am very uncomfortable with
these labels. Oh well, shikata ga nai. I am a reluctant
and a self-conscious one. [ have many of my
generation’s hang ups, so it was only with a great deal of
soul searching that my husband and I, along with the
support of our two children, made a family decision to
become active in the Redress movement.

I was too involved in my children’s lives to have
taken serious consideration of the Japanese Canadians in
the Centennial Year. The topic of addressing internment
was discussed at the national level, but I never heard it
mentioned in daily conversation out west. All the hoopla
seemed to be happening out east. Niseis amongst my
friends were feeling uncomfortable with so much
emphasis on odori, Japanese music, arts and crafts.
Things we referred to as being "Japanesey."

In the events I witnessed in BC, there was no
mention of the internment years; 1967 was happy times.
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POLITICAL INVOLVEMENT FOR JAPANESE CANADIANS
Jean Kamimura, Ann Sunahara, and Grayce Uyehara

We bought centennial T-shirts and the charms and we
took our parents to social gatherings and gave and
received the commemorative Centennial tea cup and pen.

We had mixed feelings about the presence of the
Powell Street festival and the emergence of things so

Japanese. stigma of being called "Jap" was aroused,
yet th@ were ecstatic about discovering their
Japanese identity. We took time to talk to our children
about the significance of the Centennial celebration. We
talked about our own family’s history in Canada. They
realized, first-hand, how the dispersal policy affected
our family.

We applauded the Japanese Canadian Centennial
project for their much acclaimed photo exhibit of the
history of Japanese Canadians. We bought The Dream of
Riches. We met the obligation; we participated; we had
done our bit. We even felt a spark of community spirit:
That reawakening, that enthusiasm, that togetherness,
that friendliness. It all died down soon after. We
retreated to self-denial, assimilation and the status quo.

About the time the National JCCA became the
NAJC my son was in high school. He had to write an
essay for his Social Studies class. He chose Canadian
immigration as his subject matter and concentrated on
Japanese immigrants. While he was researching his topic
he came across many educational and regular
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publications with references to the Japanese Canadian
and Japanese American internment. He brought home
every one of these books for my attention and comment.

I was shocked to read the white man's version. The
students were told that we were enemy aliens and as such
we were treated well. The internment and dispersal was

good for us; now there were no more Japanese ghettos.

We were compensated under the Bird commission. We
were allowed to return home two years after the war
ended.

Books such as Enemy That Never Was, published in
1976; Salmon People, published in 1967, Strangers
Entertained, 1971; A Child In Prison Camp, even Ann
Sunahara’s Politics of Racism were not to be seen. In
one of the Ameri ublications I came across a
comment made bﬁ‘g@ttending UCLA who learned
about the internment for the very first time. She said, "I
can understand why my grandparents did nothing

because of the language barrier, but I could never
forgive my Nisei parents for doing nothing."

This gﬁsei‘s angry comment had an impact on me.
We often told our children of the hardships we endured
and I am sure they cringed every time we started to
lecture, "When I was your age..." I began to wonder if
our children would feel the same way pes—tie—eettooks
-portrayedt as they became older. Darn it, I wasn't an
enemy alien. [ had to do something, but what?

I began to educate myself in search of an answer, I
made many trips to the library and haunted used book
stores. [ asked questions, I listened to the internees,
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especially my father who was a key figure at Tashme. I
studied the Department of Labour Report. [ followed
the Japanese American hearings from the Seattle TV
station,

I felt proud of the input of the NAJC to entrench
minority rights into our Constitution. I learned a lot
from members of the Japanese Canadian Centennial
Project (JCCP). I was personally influenced by people
like Gordon Hirabayashi, Art Shimizu, Wes Fijiwara,
Roger Obata, Ann Sunahara, Chuck Kato of Seattle, and
Art and Roy Miki all of whom freely shared their
knowledge. Their arguments for Redress and individual
compensation left little doubt in my mind. I felt
comfortable with Redress.

My husband and I wanted to leave a legacy to our
children and their children. Whatever the outcome of
the Japanese Canadian struggle to get our Government to
acknowledge the injustices, we were willing to give ita
darn good try. We knew the struggle would be very
difficult and perhaps a long one. Principle was what was
important, Compensation would be an added bonus. So
began a six year commitment to Redress.

The JCCP group lost their patience with the
community and its lack of response. They went public
with the Redress issue to the local news media. Certain
segments of our community were very upset with the
young radicals. The community was afraid of a
backlash. Now that the issue was out in the open, we felt
that the community had to face the issue.



There was so much going on out East. One group in
Toronto was ready to accept the Sifj=mithen=and $6
million community fund. A group of us in Vancouver
thought that the people who were interned should have
some say in the final decision process. We hastily called
a house meeting amongst our closest friends and had the
then-president of the NAJC Gordon Kadota bring us up
to date on the Redress issue.

The local JCCA had not been informing the
community as to what had been transpiring. We learned
later that the local JCCA was exercising its four votes for
the community fundg at the NAJC Council meeting.

From that initial house meeting, we each told our
own circle of friends and thus a networking system
evolved. Soon afterwards we formed a coalition of
people interested in getting community feed back. We
approached the local JCCA and asked them to set up a
committee to get a cross section of the community to deal
with Redress and to take that concern to the NAJC. We
were denied the request. JCCA maintained it had the
mandate to speak on behalf of the community. Although
the JCCA said publicly that Vancouver was neutral as far
as compensation was concerned, the JCCA did not cast
their votes accordingly.

The Redress Coalition Group, with Charles Kadota
as President, decided that in order to have community
input into the decision making, we had to change the
direction of the JCCA. Elections were coming up. We
decided to field candidates for office and try to get a
majority on the Board. We encouraged interested people
to take out memberships in the JCCA and thus have
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voting privileges. They could come and support the
Redress Coalition Group who would represent the voice
of the community. We succeeded in winning a majority,
but not without controversy. However, a new era of
community representation was born.

The new board created a sub-committee to deal with
Redress. The Redress Committee was born with its own
constitution and budget. An election of officers took
place in September 1984. The outgoing Board left the
JCCA in dire financial straits so the Redress Committee
received no start-up funding. Without money we could
not do anything. A group of us each contributed $100 to
get the Redress Committee off the ground. Fund raising
was a top priority. We devised a networking system that
was extremely effective and helped the committee
tremendously during the early struggle. Whenever any
crisis or emergency arose, our telephone tree went into
effect and we could mobilize within an hour.

The dedication and sacrifices of the committee
members, under the chairmanship of Roy Miki, and all
the steadfast volunteers, as well as understanding family
members, were the sustaining force behind our success.
There were many attempts to discredit us, but we
persevered, believing that honesty would prevail. We
were truly united in a common cause.

Qur next priority was to educate the community.
We did a massive telephone blitz every night to win
support for our fight for Redress. It was a time
consuming exercise, but it needed to be done to establish
some contact with the community. Owur first house
meeting had been such a rewarding experience that we



decided to use it as a means of reaching the widest
possible audience in one evening. Thus began the series
of popular house meetings.

They were run like Tupperware parties. Committee
members were the resource people. Others lined up
potential hosts and hostesses who invited their circle of
friends. They set the date and served light refreshments,
Hosting and hospitality were recognized as donations.
Resource people were kept busy two and three times a
week. We had both English and Japanese sessions. These
gatherings proved very effective. We explained Redress
and the pros and cons of the compensation argument. At
the end of the session we took a straw vote to give us
some indication of the desires of the internees. People
gave us ideas as to their needs in the community. These
findings were taken to NAJC meetings.

At these house meetings the internees were so eager
to tell us their own experiences and hardships. They
expressed a sense of relief in being able to unload the
bitterness. Some of the experiences are quoted in
Democracy Betrayed. Being able to talk about
internment was seen as a healing process.

We held public meetings, educational forums, letter
writing campaigns, postcard mail-outs to the Prime
Minister. We ventured into classrooms, talked to the city
council, and the Federal representatives in our respective
ridings. We took every opportunity to tell our history.
We put on hold our pursuit of personal goals. Our
vacation time and expenses were spent attending
conferences and rallies. We made Redress our priority.
Redress consumed us night and day. We attended public
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functions such as bazaars, dinners etc. to make ourselves,
as Redress committee members, familiar to the
community at large. We built up our integrity as
concerned citizens of the community.

We started the information booths at the annual
Powell Street Festival. It became the greatest public
relations vehicle. Slowly but surely our image changed
from radical to respectable. We began to go outside the
Japanese community to educate the public. We spoke to
students at all levels, teachers, lawyers, church groups,
trade and professional union members, and at numerous
conferences. Some of us reluctantly agreed to be
interviewed by the local and national news media. We
were no longer silent. We began to respond by writing
letters to the editor, correcting the misguided readers.
We complained to editorial boards about unbalanced
reporting. We had the CBC stop using the logo of the
flag of Japan with the barbed wire across it to identify
the Redress issue. The Vancouver JCCA bulletin was
effective in bringing the Redress issue to the forefront of
the community. Out of the need for a community
newspaper, the Nikkei Voice, was born.

To Sansei, it is hard to believe that a discussion by
two individuals over a cup of coffee subsequently led to
the house meeting that eventually led to the formation of
the Redress coalition within the JCCP, the forerunner of
the Vancouver Redress committee. The strength and
success of the Vancouver Redress Committee was the
leadership and the supreme dedication of the people for
the principle of Redress.



Like the poster on prominent display at the Kadotas’
residence "a turtle only makes progress when it sticks its
neck out." have proven that, even though we were
small in number and had no money, when we stuck our
necks out and persevered, we were able to achieve
Redress. Let this experience be a catalyst for other
pursuits and causes. Do not be afraid to be visible, to
become vocal.

I would like to point out that we Japanese Canadians
have proven that we can overcome unbelievable odds.
We have set the precedents. The world is watching us.
So what are we going to do? Are we going to fade away?
I hope not.

We, you and [, attending this conference are part of
Grey Power. Do you recall the united front seniors made
lobbying against the indexing of the Old Age Pension
and how the government changed its plan? We have to
be vigilant so that our quality of life and independence
does not bring more suffering. Right now there is the
matter of the Goods and Services Tax. What about
Medicare and the user's fee? Are you aware of the
grandparents’ rights movement? When these issues come
to the fore will you shrug your shoulders and say
"Shikata ga nai" or will you become a concerned and
informed citizen and fight for your rights?

I would like to leave you with this quote from Tom
Berger: '

They say a person needs just three things to be
truly happy in this world: someone to love,
something to do, and something to hope for.
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Grayce Uyehara

I want to commend the Japanese Canadians for this
conference. [ was actually planning only to come as an
observer for the Japanese American Citizens League
(JACL). We realize it is not the Isseis, but the Nisei who
are the majority of our senior citizens. S50 when this
request came, I was hoping that it would be like
retirement: travel and a good time. However, I'm going
to work a bit and share some of our experiences because
the legislative road to the success of Redress is a little
more difficult than the negotiations route, The US has
two legislative houses that you have to go through and
then the President has to approve the laws.

The Bill of Rights sets forth basic principles of
rights guaranteed to the people of the United States.
These rights which were designed to protect fragile
human values from the government which for efficiency
finds ways to set them aside. In the final analysis these
rights are only a piece of paper. The idea of "due
process of law" can only be preserved by people who are
vigilant and who are willing to fight to preserve these
liberties. Your story is the same; we have communalities
of experience.

Supreme Court Justice Learned Hand said, "Liberty
lies in the hearts of men and women. When it dies there,
no constitution, no law, no court can save it. No
constitution, no law, no court can even do much to help
it." The story of Redress is that we learned to help
ourselves. In pursuit of this goal, the JACL Education
Committee sent me to Washington in 1985, 1 was to



petition the government for "a Redress of grievances."
That phrase is from the Bill of Rights, Article 1.

Congratulations to all of you., We are enviously
watching the fact that payment has already started in
Canada. We understand that all people down to the age

of 70 have already been paid. We have yet to be paid’

I think its ironic that while [ was in Washington, I was
visited by someone from the Canadian Embassy. They
were trying to stay on top of the Japanese American
Redress in order to report back to the Canadian
Government. He understood the issues. Then, within a
year, [ heard from the Cultural Minister's Office. They
wanted to know where we were on Redress. When the
Japanese American Redress Bill was set to become law,
we even heard from the CBC. You know that it was not
just interest in Japanese American Redress.

In Washington we got calls from Berlin and Paris.
The Publisher and Editor of a newspaper in Japan was
sent to our office. There has been world wide attention
to this issue. I think the world wide attention focused on
the very fact that it was hypocritical for a democracy to
deny fundamental rights to its own citizens.

In the United States a bill can be introduced in
either the House or the Senate. In our case, we had four
Nikkei members of Congress, (two senators from Hawaii
and two members on the House side from California).
Then in the 100th Congress, Congresswoman Pat Saiki
came on to the scene.

Considering that we are less than 1% of the total
United States population, to have five Nikkei Members
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of Congress shows that we are really over-represented.
In fact, all of the Asian American organizations have
become quite active, The Organization of Chinese
Americans has now established an office in Washington.
JACL has had a presence in Washington for a long time,

I think many of you have met Mikee was the
one that got back citizenship for our Isseis in 1962. We
are considered the model organization for all the other
Asian Americans in the United States.

We actually got our bill going by having the Nikkei
Congressional Members serve as our consultants. This
team decided that the House of Representatives with its
435 members would be the place to start, Getting 218
representatives to vote for a bill is much harder than to
get 51 senators. The senate has only 100 members and
they have much closer relationships. They all have to
serve on many more committees so they know each other
on a much more personal basis, and besides the Senators
only have to run for office every six years. On the
House side they have to run every other year, so they are
used to having a turnover. Unfortunately running for
office in Congress is such an expensive deal that
incumbents manage to stay in and there is not such a
turnover, It is not that simple to get rid of people who
ought to be out of office. The decision was to go with
the House first and we really had to go with their
recommendations.

When a bill is introduced, it goes for committee
action. There are hearings in sub-committees, revisions
of the bill, and then the full committee votes on passage.
The Redress Bill went through the Judiciary Committee
in the House and the Government Action Committee in

A

A
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the Senate. Because very few people knew or
ﬁmembered what had happened back in 1942 with

gcutive arder 9066, even after initial committee
hearings were held, we decided to take the commission
route to educate as many as possible.

Getting the story out is always difficult. Before this

time, I had worked in a very wealthy school district in

Pennsylvania. The teachers all had terrific educations.
However, it never failed that whenever they needed
someone to speak on Japan, I would get a call from the
Administration Officer. He would say, "Well Grayce
could you come over to the High School and talk about
Japan." I would remind him once again, "I'm not a
Japanese. I'm an American of Japanese ancestry. Why
don’t you ask me to talk about the Japanese American
experience." The teachers, when they did hear about the
Japanese American experience, always said they had
never learned about it in high school or college.
Remember. these were teachers specialized in Social
Studies and History.

We did not think that the experiences of others
would have been much different, so hearings were
necessary. You have to educate the people.

There always has been a tendency for people who
are not of Asian ancestry to consider us as new arrivals.
You have been through the same experience when even
close friends would say to you, "Well, you've really
mastered the English language." We also knew that the
letters-to-the-editors that appeared in newspapers all
over the United States all during the time there was
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publicity on Redress, never failed to say, "These people
were responsible for Pearl Harbor."

We had a lot of work to do to talk about the whole
tragedy of the experience of the Issei and the racism that
they faced and with the older Nisei who went to
segregated schools. There were people who graduated at
the top of their class who then were denied the right to
find a job in the field in which they trained. This had to
be told all over the United States. We talked about these
things whenever we had hearings in Congress.

The hearings started out on the House side and we
had some painful experiences. For example, the Texas
Congressman who headed the Judiciary Sub-committee
failed to recognize the fact that the veterans from the
442nd and 100th Infantry went to rescue the lost
Battalion of Texas when it was almost totally decimated.
Congressman Sam Hall knew the story, but it did not
touch his heart, and so we could not make it in the 98th
Congress. These are the kinds of things that influence
how things move in Congress.

In the 99th Congress, there was a young Jewish
Congressman who understood the issue. Of all the
organizations that really supported Redress and the
coalition work that we did, it was primarily Jewish
organizations. Why?  Because of the Holocaust
experience. Did you know that the Japanese American
troops of the 442nd were the first US military group that
got to Auschwitz. They opened the gates and the victims
came out; the 442nd gave the survivors whatever they
had. When survivors held a memorial to the Holocaust,
they brought in a Japanese American veteran.



The JACL office had two staff people and myself.
We did not have any more money. Raising money was
our first priority too. That was how this inexperienced
lobbyist went to Washington. I decided I would retire
from my job and head the East Coast operation. I was
prevailed upon to go to Washington as a volunteer. I had
always worked locally with various kinds of national
organizations on other issues. Now because we were
right there in Washington, we could set up nation wide
coalitions.

As I said earlier, Japanese Americans are less than
1% of the United States population. Ewven though we
have 110 JCL chapters throughout the United States and
eight district councils, we do not have any chapters in
many states: Mississippi, Arkansas, South Carolina,
Florida, Iowa, Maine, New Hampshire, or Vermont.
When people left the camps, they did not go everywhere.
So we have to find what you might call proxy Japanese
Americans. That was part of our lobbying strategy.
Even though we did not have Japanese Americans in the
JCL in those places, eventually we organized groups!

We organized a task force for Redress in Washington
under the umbrella of the Leadership Conference on
Civil Rights. Ralph Lees, the Executive Director of that
group, is a Republican and a Harvard graduate who
worked for the one and only black Senator from
Massachusetts. Lees has become one of the most
powerful lobbyists in Washington as leader of the
Leadership Conference on Civil Rights, a group of 185
organizations such as National Education Association,
unions, veterans organizations, various church groups,
League of Women Voters, etc. By being part of that
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organization, we got Ralph Lees to help. We also got
David Brody from Anti-defamation League and Wade
Hendrickson from the American Civil Liberties Union.
Each time a bill was ready to go before the House these
groups were co-signers. A letter went to every member
of Congress when our bill was going to go for a vote.
When we had to reach a certain Senator back in their
home riding, these organizations had chapters in those
areas and had faxing ability. As a part of the ongoing
efforts, their staffs already knew who, in each
community, were activists on civil rights.

There was also opposition. For example, a lady who
operates out of California calls herself "Americans for
Historical Accuracy.” She has sufficient funding to do a
lot of publicity. Her husband was evidently a prisoner of
war in the South Pacific and she has intense personal
feelings about any organization that she sees as tied to
Japan. We have to counter organizations like that.

The office of the Senator who chaired the
Government Affairs Committee called to tell us and that
the Senator had received 900 letters against voting for
the Japanese Redress. We asked what time the Senator
would be leaving. We had to get supporting letters into
his office within two hours!

Our bill was passed August 10, 1988, It became law
during the 101st Congress. Every year the Congress must
set up its budget and appropriate money for all of its
different funding categories. Our funding comes under
the Departments of Commerce, Justice, and Census.
Redress is only one part of it. Earlier this year the
House authorized $20 million. That was an absolute slap



in the face because we are talking about 60,000 surviving
victims. The majority of them are 65 or older. They
decided to take $30 million more out of the Census
monies. That start was to pay people 87 and older!

I sent a letter to a Senator who is on the
Appropriations Sub-committee. I wrote to him that he

had supported this bill in the past and that it was an

absolute insult to have it funded at that level. I wanted
him to know that we have 200 currently eligible people
dying every month. As a member of the Committee on
Aging, he knows that 87 is the age by which, statistically
speaking, people are dead. So what’s the idea? We did
not want the money to go the heirs. It was the older
people who had suffered the most and who had lost
everything that they had spent their life time working
for.

If we don’t continue lobbying it could take another
10 years to get the full amount authorized by the bill!
We would get only small amounts every year. In the
meantime people would be dying and never see their
money.

Well then my question is, "What are the odds on
entitlement?" Well we really do not know, but once the
entitlement process is worked out it becomes a formal
obligation that the Government has made. The Civil
Liberties Act says $500 million per year must be paid.
That would mean that within three years we can see that
all people are paid.

In this month of October [1989], between the
House's $50 million and the concept of entitlement, there
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has to be a waiver. They can not make the payments for
the fiscal year 1990 because those appropriations are
being finished this month. It means that they vote to pay
it in 1991. So whether the $50 million authorization
from the House side will become part of the
Congressional Committee’s final amount, we will have to
wait to see. Sub-committee members get together from
both the House and the Senate, put one bill together, and
send it back to both for final voting. We hope that by
the beginning November we will know the status of the
Japanese American Redress.

So that's where we are. It is indeed a long and
almost tragic struggle. We have to be vigilant about what
happens. Ours is a government by the people; if we are
not vigilant it is our own fault. At the lunch table today
we talked about the enryo syndrome and about
communication styles. Remember nobody else is going
to watch out for us; we have to do it for ourselves.

Few believed that we could convince Congress to
pass the Civil Liberties Act. We did. Now there are
other injustices that need to be worked on. We are ina
position to lead other people and show them how it can
be done!

Ann Sunahara

Today we have been talking about coalitions. Jean
talked about coalitions within the community. Grayce
talked about coalitions between the Japanese American
community and other interest groups in order to make
effective presentations. I would like to summarize those



two issues and go on to talk about a third coalition, the
coalition with politicians.

Jean has pointed out that coalition within the
community has got to be a constant process. You can't
say, "We got Redress. We can disband all our
organizations now. We will never have to be active
again." That is the way some industrialists in Germany,
felt when Hitler was only Chancellor and the Nazis were
a minority party in the Diet. Hitler dissolved the Diet
before he ever won the majority. Monitoring political
activities is a constant process.

Within the community, we need to raise issues and
lower fears. Fears are real. Many people within the
Japanese Canadian community still judge the world by
what happened to them in the 1940s. Those were the

most painful experienges of their lives. Those days
affect them forever,/"Even my $€psei husband, I see
affected by it. When I first started dating him, we used

to go to the theatre. He would not talk to me there.
Even at intermission. He did not reglize that it was
because in London, ON stuck out like
a sore thumby-there were very few oﬁer Japanese there.
He could not’misbehave in public. He could not even
take a chance on misbehaving because it would reflect on
the Community. He gathered those fears from his
parents. He was born in one of the camps and he knew
he had to behave in certain ways or it would reflect on
the whole communit

Even today those experiences affect behaviouli.

Within the past year, white supremacists in one of the
communities in Canada were acting up and, as usual,
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only the B’nai B’rith, rebutted. A Japanese Canadian of
my acquaintance told me that he went to his Community
and suggested that they join the Jews in opposing these
bigots. He was told, "No. If we do, they might throw
stones through our windows." There are two errors in
that thinking. Firstly, stones were thrown in 1940, but
very rarely today. Physical violence is rare in Canada for
the simple reason that, if you start being physically
violent, you are not just going to have a minority group
to cope with, you are going to have the cops to cope
with. Bigots are not stupid. The second problem with
the non-participation argument is that it is equivalent to
agreeing with the bigots. Silence is consent. If yo
not speak up, you are saying its OK. The B'nayE
has known this for a long time; it is the prin
which they operate.

In the Redress campaign we learned the skills of
rebuttal. We learned to go on talk shows listen to the
lunatics call in)am.gut them down to size, We learned to
go out to the schools and to destroy the myths that the
kids were learning; we learned to correct teachers who
were teaching the wrong myths. We must not let that
die.

Grayce talked about coalition without. There are
very few national groups in Canada equivalent to the
ones that Grayce was talking : _ethnic and cultural
groups. There is the Canadia Cultural Council,
but that's Government. Those people are picked by the
Government to advise the Government. As we all know
from the resolution of Redress, they can be wrong.

grrber, they said No, but fortunately the Minister of




There are few national, or even local, groups in which
ethnic groups talk to each other. In Edmonton, we have
one group called The Visible Minorities Association. It
gets together once a month to have speakers and to talk
about common problems and issues. This one committee
has done marvels for demystifying a lot of groups.
However, there are few communities in Canada that have
such associations. Forming such groups may be
something in which Japanese Canadians could take a
lead.

are“an ideal group to help form cross-cultural
groups. are so small in number that we are no threat
to others competing for grant money. (There are more
Chinese in Calgary than there are Japanese in Canada.)
You are like Canada} sesof sophisticated, but not a
threat. You have the skills; you have the knowledge, you
have the contacts; you are grossly over-educated; you are
truly involved in society. You are an ideal organizer of
others. This is a role that Japanese Canadians can play.
What you have going for you is that you did it§ you got
Redress. I have lost count of the number of members of
other ethnic groups have come up to me in the past year
and said, "My god, how did they do it?" Your status is
very high,and you can keep it high by helping to form
these coalitions.

The final area I should talk about is coalition with
politicianss The care and feeding of politicians. They
have to be cared for and they have to be carefully fed.
My cousiftsi w, told me of the amount of time he had
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local municipal level. You can’t expect your politician to
jump when you say jump. He doesn't know who you

are. He doesn't know what sort of credentials you h:en.u'e:-_:.’,I

get, or how valid they are. Politicians, you have to
remember, are generalists. Most of them are lawyers.
That means they see—borng=—and have very limited
knowledge. (I am a lawyer, [ can say this). They tend to
live in a narrow world. They talk to other politicians an
to lawyers; they very easily slip into paternalism

b

Visibility helps? d n NDP
gathering in Edmonton: and they a white,
professional woman, middle class, probably drinks white
wine, holds all the standard views. David, they
know how to label;, they presumﬂffhe is well educated

because he is Japanese! \I talked to an MLA and gave

him an idea. er at=the-samegatherme, David fed him
the same idea® Later the politician quoteslthat idea back
to me as something David said, not something I had said.

David mn his mind.

Being visible helps because what you say or do gets
remembered. It does place an onus upon you to be
prepared and to be careful in what you say and do, but
it’s an important role to play--now when that MLA has
a Japanese question he calls David! Being visible helped
make and keep the contact,

The political future of Japanese Canadians 1is
potentially very bright. The skills are there. The
education is there. The contacts are there. The issues
are there. However, there still has to be a lot of internal
learning and a lot of learning within the community
before you get political coalition. For example, it's going

11
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to take a fair amount of work in MER}E you

are going to be able to get Japanese Canadian groups to
work actively for native rights. Why? Because Japanese
Albertans have many of the same prejudices as other
Albertans! Unfortunately, it is going to take a lot of
work to get people involved, but it should be done
because the very skills that went into Redress are the
skills that are going to be needed if we are going to
correctynot just the seven years of abuse that Japanese
Canadians went through, but at least 100 years (in
Eastern Canada 200 years) of abuse of our native
communities, There is potential. There is the
opportunity to be part ofsdynamic Canadian process.
There is much to be done. I hope we will use our
collective skills to do it.

12
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Opinion
A sensible plan
to cope with crisis

Canada’s new Emergcumes Act is a visionary law that
alances the national interest with individual rights.
. It’s far superior to the War Measures Act it replaces: unlike
the previous law, the new one is subject to the Charter of Rights
and Freedoms.

Tempering government powers with constitutional rights is a

sound foundation for any emergency legislation. Because the
charter’s rights are subject to limits that can be “demonstrably
justified” in a free and democratic society, the onus will be on the
government to prove that a state of emergency truly exists.
- Some worry that this will put court challenges in the
government’s path in a time of emergency. Yet there is nothing to
prevent a government from suspending the charter first and
justifying that decision later. At some point, it will have to make
its case both in a court of law and in the court of public opinion.

A well-defined emergency-measures act limits Ottawa’s
capacity for excess. This is essential because what seems
appropriate in the passion of the moment may be excessive in
hindsight.

Former prime minister Pierre Trudeau’s use of the War

Measures Act illustrates that point. People still debate whether he
was justified in suspending civil liberties to fight political
terrorism in Quebec.
. Indeed, Defence Minister Perrin Beatty is making political
capital from that era. Addressing the Commons as the new
legislation was introduced, he said the new act will abolish “the
ability to use the War Measures Act to knock on the door in the
dark of night; to sweep up our citizens; to hold them without
charge, and without the right of habeas corpus.”

It is difficult to say whether a Conservative government might
have acted differently. The point is, though, that an excessive law,
when applied, can lead to excesses.
| The new Emergencies Act ventures beyond war and national
security and responds accordingly. It envisions extraordinary
powers to cover pollution, natural disasters, floods or epidemics.
It would deal with perceived threats to the public order — threats
that ultimately would have to be justified under the charter.

Given Canada’s recent history, an act of terrorism or an
environmental disaster is a more likely source of emergency than
war, and it’s good to see the government armed with broad

owers to tackle crises.

Most of all, thnugh, the Emergencies Act is new legislation for
new times. By going beyond the traditional view of war as the
gravest crisis Canada faces, it makes an attempt to respond

Sourcerﬁw&m@ m%m&@@%‘t}lﬁe@aﬂam of emergency.
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Palestinian
0 face trial,
greeks say

THENS (CP) — The govern-
. pressed ahead Wednesday
the trial of a Palestinian whose
ition may have provoked a
e ship massacre.
previously unknown group
d with Palestinians claimed re-
s:b:hty for Monday’s attack on
Zity of Poros cruise ship. The
nization of the Martyrs of the
lar Revolution in Palestine
ed responsibility in a statement
:red Wednesday to a western
agency in West Beirut.
dio France-Inter in Paris,
while, said an anonymous
- said in a rambling conversa-
that the pro-Iranian group Is-
: Jihad carried out the attack to
ze the U.S. downing of an Ira-
passenger plane.
iere was no way to authenticate
r claim.
ie Palestine Liberation Organi-
n condemned the attack on the
of Poros, which killed nine peo-
nd injured 98.
=anwhile, police sources said a
g Frenchwoman, initially iden-
| as an accomplice in the assault
1e cruise ship, was one of nine
sts killed in the attack.
ey said the body of the French-
an, 2l-year-old Isabelle Bis-
, was identified by friends who
to Greece with her on holiday.
eek authorities believe the
i the ma-

PR3 Tl may

1.3 sa hitanl tha chin ta

Accused Mohammed Rashid

. denies he is a terrorist

their differences.”

Skoulas said security officers are
being posted on the one-day Greek
island cruises operated by the C:ty
of Poros and other vessels. :

The statement signed by the Or-
ganization of the Martyrs of the
Popular Revolution in Palestine said
the attack was “in retaliation for the
escalation in the operations of mur- '

Aar and avterminatinm har tha e’
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Japanese-Canadian case

Vets’ ruling 1llogical

Without hearing resenta-
tives of the Japanese-Canadian
community, the Army Navy and
Air Force (Veterans in Canada
Inc.) has decided to oppose re-
dress for Japanese-Canadians
(Compensation vote divides war
veterans, Journal, July 20). Their
reasons show an absence of logic,
and reveal that they seem incapa-
ble of realizing that Canadians
can be non-white.

Comparing the experience of
Japanese-Canadians with that of
the Hong Kong veterans is com-
paring rape and incest. The ex-
periences of the Hong Kong vet-
erans were like rapes: acts of
brutality perpetrated by captors
on defenceless captives. What was
done to Japanese-Canadians is
more like incest: the abuse of
powerless dependants by the very
authority figures who were sup-
posed to be protecting them. Jap-
anese-Canadians were abused by
their Canadian government.

Had the Army Navy and Air-
force Veterans had the same sense
of “British fair play” that Japa-
nese-Canadians were taught in
the public schools of British Co-
lumbia, I eould have shown them
copies of the actual documents
that prove « Japanese-Canadians
were uprooted from their homes,
confined in detention camps,
stripped of evervthing they
owned, forced to disperse across
Canada or be deported to a starv-
ing Japan, and denied their civil
liberties until 1949, because a few
politicians believed that ridding
Canada of people of Japanese an-
cestry would ensure their election
as members of Parliament.

The purpose of redress is to en-
sure that no other Canadians will
ever be abused the way Japanese-
Canadians were.

Redress has six parts:

First, Japanese-Canadians seek
an acknowledgment that a wrong

was committed. Only by officially
recognizing the wrongs commit-
ted can the defamation of Japa-
nese-Canadians by the Mackenzie
King government be rebutted.

Next, Japanese-Canadians seek
reform of the law used to abuse
them; this has recently been ac-
complished: on July 21, the War
Measures Act was replaced by the
Emergencies Act. The National
Association of Japanese Cana-
dians played a major role in ob-
taining amendments to the Emer-
gencies Act bill.

Third, Japanese Canadians
want Canadian citizenship re-
stored to those who were forced
to go to Japan in 1946 and to
their children who would other-
wise have been born in Canada.
They want wiped out the criminal
records of those who disobeyed
the unjust orders made against
them.

Fifth, Japanese-Canadians are
asking that the government pro-
vide the seed money for an extra-

The Journal
letters from readers.

Letters must be signed and,
preferably, typed double-
spaced. Addresses and daytime
telephone numbers are
required but will not be printed.

All letters will be considered,
but we cannot guarantee
publication. All letters are
subject to editing for clarity
and brevity. Parody, poetry and
satire will generally not be
accepted.

Third-party, open letters or
photocopies will not be
published.

Letters should be addressed
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Edmonton, Alia.
T5J 256

welcomes

governmental  human  rights
agency — like the American Civil
Liberties Union — an agency that
would fight racism in Canada and
defend Canadians from the capri-
ciousness of governments.

Finally, Japanese-Canadians
are seeking a negotiated damage
settlement to be paid individually
and collectively. In our society it
is the custom to pay damages
when a wrong is done. A damage
settlement also serves as a deter-
rent.

Japanese-Canadians’ economic
losses were $440 million in
today’s dollars; they are asking
for a negotiated settlement. Only
by mnegotiating with Japanese-
Canadians as equals can this gov-
ernment confirm that non-whites
in Canada are first-class citizens.
Every time this government
refuses redress. and groups like
the Army Navy and Air Force
Veterans oppose it. they are say-
ing to Japanese-Canadians, and
every other non-white minority,
“You are second-class citizens —
get lost!™

I am not Japanese-Canadian. 1
am the daughter of an RCAF vet-
eran and an RAF veteran, both of
whom were serving in England
while my husband's family were
being demied their rights as Cana-
dian citizens solely because of
their Japanese ancestry.

When my father returned to
Canada in 1945 and discovered
what had been done to Japanese-
Canadians while he had been
placing his life on the line in the
name of democracy, he was very
angry and disappointed. 1 am
sorry that he died before redress
was achieved, but I am glad he
was spared the shame of seeing
his former comrades deny that
Japanese-Canadians are Cana-
dians.

Ann Gomer Sunahara
Edmonton
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Japanese-(}’anadzam are Canadians |
Pear] F Ustey’s  argument jn that Japanese-Canadians are | ported to a starving Japan, and
"Japanese-(:anadians don’t de- Canadian,. denied their ciyi] liberties untj]
SEIve compensation’ (July 21, Comparing the experience of 1949, because a few politicians
1988) ignores an Important fact. Japanese-Canadians with that believed thay ridding Canada of
here can be no justification | of the Hong Kong veterans s people of Japanese ancestry
for the treatmen; the Japanese comparing apples and Oranges, | would ensure their election as
foisted upon aljens In terrj- Or more accurately, Trapeand in- Members of Parliament. The
tories which were under their | ces;. The experiences of the | war only provided the Oppor-
domination, However, Japa-. Hong Kong veterans were like | tunity to implement racist li-
nese-Canadians were not aliens rapes: acts of brutality PeIpe- | cies that Hitler would haye
in Canada, any more than trated by captors on defenceless understood and approved,
German-Canadians (who were captives. What was done to Jap. '
not treated in the same MAanner, | anese-Canadians more like |  Japanese-Canadians are not
~although Canada was a¢ war | incest: the abuse of Powerless | asking to be ful}ymmpcnsated.
with Germany,) dependants by the very author- | Their cconomic losses alone
{+=-"Fhe Canadian’ government | ity figyres who were Supposed | were $440 million in today's
gdve unjust treatment to a min. to be protecting them. Japa- | dollars. They are laxpayers too,
Ority-group of its own citizens, nese-Canadians were abused, | What Jﬂpi}ﬂfﬁf-cﬂl'{aﬂians are
nadians of Japanese origin. | not by 4 foreign power, by by | asking for is a negotiated settle-
hat such was done can be | their own government, the | ment. Only by negotiating with
Canadian government, Japanese-Canadians equals
The crimes are different; the ( can this sovernment confirm
PEIpetrators are differen. What | that non-whites in Canadalare
they have in common is that jpy | first class citizens. Every time
both cases he victims  were | this Bovernment refuses redress,
Canadians, it is saying to Japanese-Cana-
It Pear] Fustey really wanted dians, and every other non.
{0 understand redress, 1 coulq | white minority, “You are sec.
show her copies of the actual | ond class citizens — 8et lose]"
documents tha, Prove Japanese JﬂPHFESE'CaPadIEHS will not
Canadians were Up-rooted from | be victims again, T!'!f-‘ Purpose
their homes, confined in deten- | of the redress campaign s to en-
tion camps, stripped of every- | sure that no.one else will he
thing they owned, forced to djs. | either.
PErse across Canada o be de- Ann Gomer Sunahara

text of anti-Asiatic racist sentj-
Ments prevalent ar (hay time,
After all, at one time the Cana.-
dian Eovernment placed a poll
tax on Chinese only, after hay.:
ing disallowed 1 similar hj]]
passed by the British Columbia

Il any Bovernment can he
held accountable for unfajy
treatment directed Lo one min-
ority group of cf tizens, then ip.
deed Canada OwWes compensa-
tion to its ]apanese-Canadi&n

citizens, i
John J, Bergen

It was with sadness that I read

»| Pearl Fustey’s letter in your
| July21, 1988, edition. Miss Fus-
~ tey does not seem to understand
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CANADA'’S
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The Prime Minister, on behalf of the Government
of Canada and all Canadians, issued the
following acknowledgement on September 22,
1988:

As a people, Canadians commit themselves to the
creation of a society that ensures equality and
justice for all, regardless of race or ethnic origin.
During and after World War II, Canadians of
Japanese ancestry, the majority of whom were
citizens, suffered unprecedented actions taken by
the Government of Canada against their
community.

Despite perceived military necessities at the time,
the forced removal and intemment of Japanese
Canadians during World War Il and their
deportation and expulsion following the war, was
unjust, In retrospect, government policies of
disenfranchisement, detention, confiscation and
sale of private and community property,
expulsion, deportation and restriction of
movement, which continued after the war, were
influenced by discriminatory attitudes. Japanese
Canadians who were interned had their property
 liquidated and the proceeds of sale were used to
pay for their own internment.

The acknowledgement of these injustices serves
notice to all Canadians that the excesses of the
past are condemned and that the principles of
justice and equality in Canada are reaffirmed.
Therefore, the Government of Canada, on behalf
of all Canadians, does hereby:

1) acknowledge that the treatment of Japanese
Canadians during and after World War Il was
unjust and violated principles of human rights as
they are understood today;

2) pledge to ensure, to the full extent that its
powers allow, that such events will not happen
again; and

3) recognize, with great respect, the fortitude and
determination of Japanese Canadians who,
despite great stress and hardship, retain their
commitment and loyalty to Canada and
contribute so richly to the development of the
Canadian nation.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?
1. Individual Redress Payments

The Minister of State for Multiculturalism and

Citizenship is authorized to make a payment of

$21,000, in a tax-free lump sum, to any person

of Japanese ancestry* who:

a) was a British subject, Canadian citizen or
landed immigrant of Canada between
December 7, 1941 and March 31, 1949; and

b) was relocated or interned within Canada,
deported from Canada, repatriated to Japan,
deprived of property or otherwise deprived
of the full enjoyment of fundamental rights
and freedoms by actions of the Government
of Canada, under the War Measures Act,
the National Emergency Transitional Powers
Act, 1945, or other related transitional
legislation, or any order or regulation made
thereunder, solely because he or she was of
Japanese ancestry”; and

c) was alive on September 22, 1988.

2. Citizenship

Two classes of persons may apply:

a) persons of Japanese ancestry* who were
British subjects, Canadian citizens, or landed
immigrants between December 7, 1941 and
March 31, 1949 (still living as of September
22, 1988), and who were repatriated or
deported from Canada or had their
citizenship revoked during the period 1941
to 1949, may apply for a grant of Canadian
Citizenship; and

b) descendants of those persons in (a) alive on
September 22, 1988, whether or not the
person from whom they are descended was
alive on September 22, 1988,

3. Pardons

The government will, upon application, clear
the names of eligible persons of Japanese
ancestry” who were convicted of violations
under the War Measures Act, the National
Emergency Transitional Powers Act, or other
related transitional legislation.

"The term “Japanese ancestry” includes persons
wholly or partly of such ancestry.

COJAN251991
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Terms of Agreement Between the Government of Canada
and the National Association of Japanese Canadians

On September 22, 1988 the government announced in the House of Commons
that it had achieved a comprehensive settlement with representatives of the
Japanese Canadian community on terms of redress for injustices committed by
the Government of Canada during and after World War Il

The main features of the redress agreement were:

. official acknowledgement of the injustices inflicted on Canadians of Japanese
ancestry during and after World War ll;

. an offer of symbolic redress payments of $21 1000 to eligible Canadians of
Japanese ancestry living when the agreement was signed, who were
relocated, interned and/or deported during and following World War 11, simply
because of their ancestry;

. an offer to accept requests to clear the names of eligible Japa. 1656
Canadians convicted under the War Measures Actand applications for
citizenship;

« $12 million for the Japanese Canadian community to be administered by the
National Association of Japanese Canadians (NAJC) for activities to promote
the educational, social and cultural well-being of the community or that
promote human rights;

. $24 million.to create a Canadian Race Relations Foundation that will foster
racial harmony and cross-cultural understanding and help eliminate racism.
At the request of the NAJC, one half of the funding will be recognized as a
commemoration of those Japanese Canadians who suffered injustices;

« up to $3 million to the NAJC for their assistance, including community liaison,
in the administration of redress over the period of implementation.

itional Museum, 2018-16-2-7-12-3
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Implementation of the Terms of Agreement

Introduction

In order to implement the terms of the September 22, 1988 Japanese Canadian
Redress Agreement, the Government of Canada established the Japanese
Canadian Redress Secretariat (JCRS).

The JCRS administered the processing and verification of applications for
redress payments, clearing of names and citizenship, and assisted in
establishing the foundation to disburse the community fund.

The assistance provided to the JCRS by the National Association of Japanese
Canadians (NAJC) in administering the implementation of the Terms of
Agreement is gratefully acknowledged.

Symbolic Redress Payments of $21,000
a) Eligibility:

The redress agreement contained an offer of: “821,000 individual redress,
subject to application by eligible persons of Japanese ancestry who, during this
period, were subjected to internment, relocation, deportation, loss of property or
otherwise deprived of the full enjoyment of fundamental rights and freedoms
based solely on the fact that they were of Japanese ancestry; each payment
would be made in a tax-free lump sum, as expeditiously as possible”

The Persons of Japanese Ancestry Ex Gratia Payments Order (Order-in-Council
P.C. 1988-9/2552 of October 31, 1988) specifically defined who were the
“eligible persons” mentioned in the agreement. (See Annex ‘D)

b) The Redress Advisory Committee:

The government and the NAJC agreed, early in the implementation process, that
an advisory body, the Redress Advisory Committee (RAC), would assist the
Japanese Canadian Redress Secretariat by reviewing more difficult cases and
making recommendations to resolve them. The RAC was composed of three
government representatives (including the chair) and two NAJC representatives.

The RAC met 10 times between June 1989 and September 1992. In the spring
and summer of 1994, an intensive set of meetings saw the RAC review more
than 950 cases.

-
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c) Statistics:

While it was originally forecast by the Nationa! Association of Japanese
Canadians that 12-14,000 persons would apply for redress payments, a total of
18,534 applications for individual redress payments were received before the
September 22, 1993 deadiine for applying.

Of the 18,534 applications received before the deadline, 17,948 were approved
for payment and 586 were rejected. The total cost of individual redress
payments was $376,908,000. (See Annex 'E")

Requests to Clear the Names of Japanese Canadians Convicted Under the
War Measures Act

The Agreement contained an offer to, upon application, clear the names of
eligible persons of Japanese ancestry who were convicted of violations under the
War Measures Act, the National Emergency Transitional Powers Act or other
related transitional legislation.

A total of seven applications were received. Given that responsibility for clearing
the names of persons convicted of criminal convictions rests with the Department
of the Solicitor General of Canada, officials in the Department were asked to
check their databanks for evidence of criminal convictions registeradinihe
names of the seven applicants. None of the applicants had a criminal conviction
registered in his name, and all of them were informed of that fact in writing by the
Solicitor General of Canada.

Applications for Citizenship

The Agreement contained an offer of Canadian citizenship to two classes of
applicants:

a) persons of Japanese ancestry who were British subjects, Canadian citizens
or landed immigrants between December 7, 1941 and March 31, 1949 (still
living as of September 22, 1988) and who were repatriated or deported from
Ganada or had their citizenship revoked during the period 1941 to 1949; and

b) descendants of those persons in (a) alive on September 22, 1988 whether or
not the person from whom they are descended was alive on September 22,
1988.

A total of 16 applications for grants of Canadian citizenship were received. Not
all of the applicants were aware that the Canadian Citizenship Act does not
permit dual citizenship, and hence 7 applications were subsequently withdrawn.
Of the remaining 9 applications, 6 certificates of Canadian citizenship were
granted, 1 applicant was found to be a Canadian citizen upon registration, and 2
applicants were not eligible.

Bl [National Museum, 2018-168-2-7-12-5



vi)

Japanese Canadian Community Fund

In order to administer the $12 million fund awarded to the Japanese Canadian
community for activities to promote the educational, social and cultural well-being
of the community, the National Association of Japanese Canadians established
the Japanese Canadian Redress Foundation (JCRF).

The JCRF Agreement is to expire in June 2001,

Canadian Race Relations Foundation

On October 28, 1996, Bill C-93, an Act to Establish the Canadian Race Relations
Foundation, received proclamation. The Canadian Race Relations Foundation
was announced by the Honourable Hedy Fry, Secretary of State
(Multiculturalism)(Status of Women) in Toronto on October 29, 1996.

-
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Annex ‘A’

Japanese Canadians - A Historical Perspective

+  Immigration from Japan to Canada began in the latter part of the 19th century.

* By 1941, there were approximately 23,000 persons of Japanese ancestry in
Canada, about 22,000 in British Columbia.

* Most Japanese Canadians worked in fishing, lumbering, farming or small
businesses. “Orientals” did not have the right to vote or to work in certain
professions, such as law or medicine.

» The attack on Pearl Harbour in December 1941 created an environment of
mistrust.

* In December 1941, Japanese Canadians were required to register with the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP). -

* As of December 16, 1941, operation of vessels by Japanese Canadians in West
Coast waters was not allowed, and as of January 13, 1942, no person of
Japanese descent was allowed to serve on West Coast fishing vessels or hold
fishing licences.

* An amendment to the Defence of Canada Regulations required any or all
persons of Japanese descent to leave the “Protected Area” - a 100-mile wide
strip of Canada's West Coast.

» Evacuation of the Protected Area began February 24, 1942, supervised by the
British Columbia Security Commission, which eventually evacuated 21,079
people,

» Of approximately 22,000 persons affected by the government's actions of
relocation, internment, property seizure, and/or deportation, over 17,000 were
citizens.

* Atno time did the RCMP or the military recommend evacuation of Japanese
Canadians as a measure necessary to ensure the defence or security of
Canada.

* Proceeds from the sale of property were used to pay for the internment of
Japanese Canadians.

* Following the war, orders-in-council for deportation of people of Japanese
ancestry in Canada were passed on December 15, 1945.

Ll
Ll
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3,964 persons of Japanese ancestry were deported: 1,979 Canadian-born, 630
naturalized Canadians and 1,355 Japanese nationals before the orders were
repealed on January 23, 1947.

No Japanese Canadians were allowed to buy back their property.

A Royal Commission was appointed on July 18, 1947 to examine cases where
Japanese Canadian property was sold for less than market value or was lost,
stolen or destroyed while in the hands of the Custodian of Enemy Property.

All rights of citizenship were denied Japanese Canadians during the war and
they were not allowed to vote until 1949,

No hearings or trials were held and no charges of treason or sabotage were laid.

v <10~
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Annex ‘B’

Chronology of Japanese Canadian Redress

Date Event

1970s - Researchers begin probing government records concerning wartime
treatment of Japanese Canadians, as 30-year restrictions on public
access to them expires.

1976 » Publication of Ken Adachi's The Enemy that Never Was, the first
comprehensive review of the government's treatment of Japanese
Canadians during World War Il

1977 » National Japanese Canadian Citizens Association (renamed the National

Association of Japanese Canadians (NAJC) in 1980) forms a Reparations
Committee on the anniversary of the Japanese-Canadian community's

first one hundred years in Canada.

i 1981 » Japanese Canadian Centennial Project Redress Committee sponsors
! community forums to educate members about the redress issue.

8| 1984 January » NAJC Council passes three redress resolutions: an official government

! acknowledgement of the injustices committed against Japanese
Canadians, monetary compensation and a review of the War Measures
Act would be sought.

March » Special Parliamentary Committee report, Equality Now! recommends that
Parliament officially "acknowledge" the mistreatment of Japanese
Canadians during and after World War Il, and that the "Government of
Canada undertake negotiations to redress these wrongs.”

June « Government response to recommendations in Equality Now! contains an
expression of "regret,”" and an offer to establish a Foundation for Racial
Justice ($5M). The response is rejected by the NAJC.

« Exchanges occur in the House of Commons between the Prime Minister
and the Leader of the Opposition, in which the latter states that Japanese
Canadians should be given compensation, and asks the Prime Minister to
apologize on behalf of the government “to Canadian citizens who were so
badly done by.” The Prime Minister responds that “we cannot redress
what was done. We can express regret collectively, as we have done.”

November « NAJC releases Democracy Betrayed, which details government actions
taken against Japanese Canadians during and after the war, and which
voices the community’s call for a just solution to the issue.

L4
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Chronology of Japanese Canadian Redress

Date

Event

December

Minister of State for Multiculturalism announces that discussions had
begun with the NAJC on: the time frame and process of negotiation; the
werding and content of an official acknowledgement of the injustices
suffered by Japanese Canadians; the amount and nature of
compensation; steps that should be taken to prevent the re-occurrence of
such injustices; and the possibility of a series of meetings with Japanese
Canadian communities across Canada.

1985 January

Government seeks all-party support for a resolution in the House that

would offer Japanese Canadians an acknowledgement and a community
fund.

NAJC continues to press on the following key issues:
- sufficient time for consultation,

- individual compensation,

- acknowledgment wording,

- foundation controlled by Japanese Canadians,

- review of War Measures Act,

- major study to assess exact nature of loss,

- restoration of citizenship to those deported.

May

With discussions between the govemment and the NAJC at a standstill,
the NAJC announces it will proceed with a study on WWII economic
losses of Canadians.

October

Minister of State for Multiculturalism meets with NAJC representatives to
discuss changes to the War Measures Act, the wording of an apology and
the issue of compensation.

1986 May

Price Waterhouse study, "Economic Losses of Japanese Canadians After
1941," estimating total losses to be $443 million (in 1986 dollars), is
released.

NAJC Council submits a Redress Proposal to the government, calling for:

1. an official acknowledgement;

2. restoration of citizenship to those stripped of it during or after the war;

3. clearing of records of Japanese Canadians convicted under the War
Measures Act,

4. redress of $25,000 to each Japanese Canadian affected by wartime

and postwar measures:

a $50 million community fund:;

amendment of the War Measures Act and Charter of Rights and

Freedoms, to ensure such events would never be repeated,

7. creation of a Japanese Canadian Human Rights Foundation.

o o

-
-
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Chronology of Japanese Canadian Redress

- Date Event
1987 March + Secretary of State offers the NAJC an official acknowledgement, a review
__ of the War Measures Act and a $12 million community fund.
B May + NAJC formally rejects the Secretary of State's offer.
July » Discussions between the NAJC and the Secretary of State end. NAJC
B asks the Prime Minister to intervene in discussions.
October « Multicultural rally, held in Toronto, helps promote the redress issue.
1988 March » Redress rally is held in Vancouver.
April . Hewly—appointed Minister of State (Multiculturalism) re-opens the redress
ile.

» Redress rally on Parliament Hill attracts some 15,000 supporters including
major civil liberty and religious leaders. Minister of State (Multiculturalism)
indicates: "My door is open."

July + First meetings held between the NAJC Strategy Committee, 413 Minister's
Chief of Staff and departmental officials.

August » Negotiations between NAJC, Minister and officials intensify.

+ Redress Agreement is finalized by the end of August.

September 22 | « Terms of Agreement between the Government of Canada and the NAJC
is formally signed.

* Japanese Canadian Redress Agreement and an official acknowledgement
are presented in House of Commons by the Prime Minister.

October 31 » Order-in-council authorizes ex gratia payments to eligible Japanese
Canadians.

December 15 | « Japanese Canadian Redress Secretariat (JCRS) officially opens for
business. First redress cheque issued to an 86-year old Japanese
Canadian from Nepean, Ontario.

1989 Januaﬁr * 12,000 applications received by the JCRS to date.

March + Government and the NAJC sign an agreement to establish the Japanese
Canadian Redress Foundation (government provides $12 M).

+ 3,000 redress cheques issued to applicants.

December « 17,500 applications received to date.
1990 January « 12,000 cheques issued to date.
(‘ -13 -
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Chronology of Japanese Canadian Redress
Date Event
July 16,660 cheques issued to date.
November 18,199 applications received to date.
1991 February 1 Bill G-93, an Act to Establish the Canadian Race Relations Foundation,
receives Royal Assent.
March 17,302 cheques issued to date.
1992 March 18,420 applications received to date.
17,402 cheques issued to date.
Total of 162 applications rejected to date.
October Homecoming Conference, organized by the NAJC to commemorate the
50™ anniversary of the internment of Japanese Canadians, is held in
Vancouver.
1993 September 22 Final deadline for submitting applications for individual redress payments.
1994 Spring Government's commitment to establish the Canadian Race Relations
Foundation confirmed in the Speech from the Throne and the Budget.
December Final payments are made to eligible applicants: 18,534 applications
received in total; 17,948 payments issued; 586 applications rejected.
1995 Spring « JCRS office closes.
1996 October 29 « Establishment of the Canadian Race Relations Foundation

-

-
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

As a people, Canadians commit themselves to the creation of a
society that ensures equality and justice for all, regardless of
race or ethnic origin.

During and after World War 11, Canadians of Japanese
ancestry, the majority of whom were citizens, suffered
unprecedented actions taken by the Government of Canada
against their community.

Despite perceived military necessities at the time, the forced
removal and internment of Japanese Canadians during World
War II and their deportation and expulsion following the war,
was unjust. In retrospect, government policies of
disenfranchisement, detention, confiscation and sale of private
and community property, expulsion, deportation and
restriction of movemnent, which continued after the war, were
influenced by discriminatory attitudes. Japanese Canadians
who were interned had their property liquidated and the
proceeds of sale were used to pay for their own internment.

The acknowledgement of these injustices serves notice to all
Canadians that the excesses of the past are condemned and
that the principles of justice and equality in Canada are
reaffirmed. :

Therefore, the Government of Canada, on behalf of all
Canadians, does hereby:

1) acknowledge that the treatment of Japanese Canadians
during and after World War Il was unjust and violated
principles of human rights as they are understood today;

2) pledge to ensure, to the full extent that its powers allow,
that such events will not happen again; and

3) recognize, with great respect, the fortitude and
determination of Japanese Canadians who, despite great stress
and hardship, retain their commitment and loyalty to Canada
and contribute so richly to the development of the Canadian
nation.

Annex ‘C’

RECONNAISSANCE

En tant que nation, les Canadiens se sont engagés a édifier une
société qui respecte les principes d'égalité et de justice pour tous
ses membres sans égard & leurs origines culturelles ou raciales.

Pendant et aprés la Deuxiéme Guerre mondiale, des Canadiens
d'origine japonaise, citovens de notre pays pour la plupart, ont eu
a souffrir de mesures sans précédent prises par le gouvernement
du Canada et dirigées contre leur communauté,

En depit des besoins militaires pergus 3 I'époque, le déplacement
forcé et l'internement de Canadiens japonais au cours de la
Deuxieme Guerre mendiale, ainsi g leur dénortation et leur
expulsion au lendemain de celle-ci, éiaient injustifiables. On se
rend compte aujourd’hui que les mesures gouvernementales de
privation des droits civiques, de détention, de confiscation et de
vente des biens personnels et communautaires, ainsi que
d'expulsion, de déportation et de restriction des déplacements,
qui ont été maintenues aprés la guerre, découlaient d'attitudes
discriminatoires. Les Canadiens japonais internés ont vu leurs
biens liquidés, le produit de la vente de ceux-ci servant a paver
leur propre internement.

En reconnaissant ces injustices, nous voulons signifier a tous les
Canadiens que nous condamnons les abus commis dans le passé
et que nous reconfirmons pour le Canada les principes de justice
et d'égalité,

En conséquence, le gouvernement du Canada, au nom de tous les
Canadiens :

1) reconnait que les mesures prises i l'encontre des Canadiens
japonais pendant et aprés la Deuxiéme Guerre mondiale étaient
injustes et constituaient une viclation des principes des droits de
la personne, tels qu'ils sont compris aujourd hui;

2) s'engage a faire tout en son pouvoir pour que de tels
agissements ne se reproduisent plus jamais;

3) salue, avec grand respect, la force d'dme et la détermination des
Canadiens japonais qui, en dépit d'épreuves et de souffrances
considerables, ont conservé envers le Canada leur dévouement et
leur lovauté, contribuant grandement & I'épanouissement de la
nation canadienne.

Prime Minister of Canada

Le Premier ministre du Canada

-15.
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Annex ‘D’

».C. 1988-9,/2552
October 31, 1988
CAMNADA

PRIVY COUNCIL - CONSEIL PRIVE {(T.B. Rec. B09730)

WHEREAS, during and after World War
II, persons of Japanese ancestry in Canada were
subjected to, on a systematic basis,
discriminatory actions taken by the Government
of Canada under the War Measures Act, the
National Emergency Transitional Powers Act, 1945
and other related transitional legislation
soliely because of their race;

AND WHEREAS the Government of Canadaz
has offered $21,000 to any person of Japanese
ancestry who suffered from such actions.

THEREFORE, HER EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR
GENERAL 1IN COUNCIL, on the recommendation of the
Minister of State (Multiculturalism and
Citizenship) and the Treasury Board,. is pleased
hereby to make the annexed Order respecting
ex gratia payments to persons of Japanese
ancestry.

] CERTIFIED TO BE & TRUE CcoPy - CORIE CERTIFIEEL COMNFORME

iy
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88-990

ORDER RESPECTING EX GRATIA PAYMENTS TO
PERSONS OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY

Short Title

1. This order may be cited as the Persons of Jabanesese
aAncestry Ex Gratia Pavments Order.

el B b e B e - e

Interpretation
2. In this order,

"Minister" means the Minister of State (Multicultuializm and
Citizenship); (ministre)

"person of Japanese ancestry" means a person wholly or partly of
such ancestry. (personne d’ascendance Jjavonaise)

Authorization

3. The Minister is hereby authorized, on the submission of an
application in accordance with subsection 4(1), to make an ex
gratia payment of $21,000 to any person of Japanese ancestry who

(a) was a British subject, Canadian citizen or landed immigrant
of Canada during the period beginning December 7, 1941 and
ending March 31, 1949;

(b) was relocated or interned within Canada, deported or
expelled from Canada, repatriated to Japan, deprived of
property or of the full enjoyment of fundamental rights and
freedoms by actions of the Government of Canada under the HWar
Measures Act, or the National Emergencv Transitional Powers
Act, 1945 or other related transitional legislation, or any
order or regulation made thereunder, solely because the person
was of Japanese ancestry; and

(c) was alive on September 22, 1988,

B Sy BN OB S OB o e o
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Application

4.(1) Subject to subsection (2) where an application is made
for a payment referred to in section 3, the application shall be
submitted to the Minister before September 22, 1993 by the
interested person or the heirs ©f that person and shall be in
such form and supported by such evidence as the Minister deems

necessary.

(2) Where an application referred to in subsection (1) is
subnitted after Septenber 22, 1993, the application may be
accepted by the Minister if the Minister is satisfied that the
applicant was unable to submit the application before that date
because of facts or circumstances beyond the control of the

applicant.

Pavment

5. Each payment shall be a one-time lump sumn.

No Crown Liabilitz

6. Payments made under this Order shall not to be cons+

an admission of liability on the part of the Crown.

. Sql

-
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Annex ‘E’

Japanese Canadian Redress: Cost of Implementation

Japanese
Number of : Canadian ;
Redress Payments CRRF Redress Operating Total
Payments Value Foundation | Expenses* | Expenditures
17,948 $ 376,908,000 | $24,000,000 | $ 12,000,000 |$ 9,241,000 | $ 422,149,000

* Includes funds given to the National Association of Ja
Secretariat in the implementation of

il Nikkelmuseum.org
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6(5 THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JAPANESE CANADIANS
&, Eastern Regional Office

192 SPADINA AVENUE, SUITE 401 e TORONTO, ONTARIO MST 2C2 ¢ PHONE (416) 365-3343 o FAX (416) 365-1953

January 23, 1990

EDUCATORS' CONFERENCE IN TORONTO

The NAJC Education Committee and the Toronto Chapter will be
hosting the 1990 Educators' Conference on April 27th and 28th at
the downtown Chelsea Inn, Toronto.

The cbjectives of the conference are (1) to create an under-
standing of the Japanese Canadian experience in Canada; (2) to
provide an opportunity for educators to discuss and share strategies
in the Social Sciences; (3) to develop a network for Japanese

Canadian educators; and (4) to view current resources available
to the classroom teacher.

The workshops have been divided into two main categories:
Workshop 1 examines the historical perspective of Japanese Canadians
while Workshop 11 examines classroom strategies.

The conference organization will pay up to $600.00 airfare per
registrant (subject to booking two weeks prior to the conference
date) for 75 out-of-town registrants. Accommodation will be covered
up to $5180.00 per person (double occupancy). The registration fee
is $45.00 and there will be an additional charge of $60.00 to cover
the cost of an Educator's Kit. The Friday evening banquet is optional
and will cost $25.00.

The registration form in the conference flyer may be retained
by the registrant; however, please complete the typed registration
form and return it to Mr. Harry Yonekura for his records. Contirma-
tion will be forwarded to you immediately upon receipt of same.

Interested parties can make inquiries to: Toronto Chapter NAJC,
192 Spadina Avenue, Toronto, Ont. MST 2C2. Attn: Mr. Harry Yonekura.

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-7-13-1
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On Seplembar 22, 1988 a historic agreement was signed between the
National Association of Japanese Canadians and the Government of
Canada. It acknowledges the unjust treatment of an entire ethnic group by
the Canadian Government during and after the Second World War and
pledges to ensure that such events will not happen again.

The history of Japanese Canadians beginning with the arrival of Manzo
Magano in 1877 has been fraught with physical hardships and discrimina-
tion preventing full participation in Canadian life. Itis alsoa history of a
people's perseverance and of their winning an importanl wiclory in the
pursuit of democracy.

Educators of Japanese ancestry have the responsibility to tell the story
of Japanese Canadians to young Canadians so that such an abrogation of
human rights will not happen again. Furthermore recognition musl be
given to the sacrifices and contributions made by Japanese Canadians in
the development of the Canadian nation.

To achieve these goals, it is the intent of the Educators’ Conference to
provide educators with the following:

1) a basic knowledge of Japanese Canadian history :

2) various methods by which educators can leach the history
of Japanese Canadians , i

3) opportunities for discussions and exchanges of information
and teaching strategies

4) an education kit of appropriate materials and resources for use
in the classroom .

5) an introduction to the global issue of Human Rights

THE JAPANESE CANADIAN EXPERIENCE
A Conference for Educalors
DATE: Friday, April 27 to Saturday, April 28, 1990
LOCATION: Chelsea Inn, 33 Gerrard 5t. W. Toronto

FRIDAY, April 27, 1990

800- 9:00am. Registration
9:00 - 9:10 am. Welcome address and the Conlerence
Programme :
9:10 - 10:00 am. Keynote Speaker: Alan Borovoy, Chairman,
Canadian Civil Liberties Union
10:00 - 10:15 am. Coffee Break .
10:15 - 11:45 am, ; i
12:00 - 1:30 p.m. Lunch (participanls are on their own)
1:30 - 245 p.m. ;
2:45- 300 p.m. Break
3.00- 415 pm.
4:15- 6:00 p.m, Hospitality .
6:00 - 12:00 p.m. Evening Banguet { optional )

Keynote Speaker:Art Miki, President,
National Association of Japanese Canadians

SATURDAY, APRIL 28, 1990
09:00 - 12:30 p.m. Pane| Discussion: The Political Process of
Redress

Panelists:

Nancy Knickerboker, freelance journalist, instuctor of joumalism
Art Miki, President, National Association of Japanese Canadians
Roy Miki. Professor, writer, member of NAJC Strategy Committes
David Murata, Minister, United Church of Canada

1:00 - 2:00 p.m, Lunch { provided ) ;
Soudge: #0Eem. ati on@fﬂﬁ@eﬂﬁﬂ,ﬂﬁﬂm&ﬁﬁﬂ“ﬁmm@a

: : frien
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WORKSHOP SESSION A: THE HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

1. Runaway Horses: Japanese Canadian Experience
Through Music and Literature
Terry Watada, singer, wriler, theatrical producer and educator al
Seneca College

2. Dream of Riches: The History of the Japanese
Canadians
Toyo Takata, internee at Slocan Camp, writer, former English
editor of the "New Canadian®

3. We Went to War: The Japanese Canadian Veleran
Tsulomu “Stum® Shimizu, internee at Camp Black (Northemn
Onlario), former member of the Canadian Army
Roy Ito, former member of the Canadian Army, writer, principal
(retired)

4. Within the Barbed Wire Fence: Legal Rights of
Japanese Canadians prior fo 1949
Marika Omatsu, Civil Libertarian Lawyer, NAJC Strategy
Commitlee member
Shin Imai, lawyer specializing in Human and Native Rights
Emeguy working al the Ministry of the Attorney General o
na

5. Women of the Camps: The Impact of the Internment
on Tradilional Roles
Midge Ayukawa, wriler, doing post graduate work on Japanese
Canadian history

WORKSHOP SESSION B: STRATEGIES IN THE CLASSROOM

b. The Media in the Classroom

Frank Moritsugu, teacher of journalism (retired)

Jesse Nishihala, film maker
This session will involve the examination of a variety of ways to help
students lo critically assess the films, television, and articles they see in
and out of school,

T. Teaching the Internment Through Role Playing

Dianne Fenner, Marc Gameau Collegiate,

East York Board of Education _ :
This session will show how role-playing in small groups can be an effective
and exciting tool for the teaching of the Japanese Canadian internment.
This role pla'ﬂienu model has become a prototype for similar student con-
ferences in the city of Toronlo schools.

8.  Anlntroduction to Co-Operative Learning

John Meyers, History and Social Sciences

Consultant, Toronto Board of Education )
This session will introduce participants to co-operalive group learning by
giving them hands-on experiences which they can usein their classes. Key
terms will be defined and a rationale for small group work will also be
presented within the context of the Japanese Canadian experience,

g, Anti-Racist Education
Professor Ken Ramphel, Race Relations Officer,
East York Board of Education
This session will examine anti-racist policies of various boards of educa-
Eon %@d the topic of bias in the curriculum as it relates to Japanese
anadians,

10.  Critical Thinking Skills in the Classroom
Jim Christopher, inisirative Assistant lo the Director,
- East York Board of Education h
Through the use of Japanese Canadian history, this session will help
Iet:dr.hm develop a systems approach lo crlical thinking skills for
students.

Registration Form

Name:

Address:

City: Province:
Postal Code:

Telephone: Day Night:

Mode of Transportation;

Workshop Choices:

Session A: 1st Choice 2nd Choice
Session B: 1st Choice 2nd Choice
Fees:

Registration (includes teacher's kit) $105.00
Friday Evening Banquet )optional) 25.00

* Total g

* Make cheques payable to:
MNAJC Educators Conference

Alr Subsidy

Air fare will be subsidized up to a maximum of the 2 week advance booking
rate for each region. You will receive full subsidy if your air fare is lower
than the 2 week rate. I your air fare is higher than the 2 week rale, then
you will only receive partial subsidy.

Please book the most economical air fare possible.

Please wait for confirmation of your registration before booking your air
transportation. Original receipts must be submitted for refund,

Holel Subsidy

Holel costs will be subsidized up to a maximum of $180.00 based on
double occupancy. The Chelsea Inn is reserving a block of rooms for the
conference - of course you are free to make other arrangements. Unless
you indicate otherwise, we will find a suilable person to share the
accomodation with you at the Chelsea Inn.

Please book me at the Chelsea:

Single Room($98.00)
Arrival Date:

Deadlinae for Registration : March 30, 1990

Mail to: Mr. Harry Yonekura,
Conference Co-ordinator,

1 Lionel Heights Cres.,
Don Mills, Ontario
M3A 1L8

Phone: (416) 365-3343
Fax: (416) 365-1953

Double Occupancy ($57.00 pp.)_____
Departure Date:




THE JAPANESE CANADIAN
EXPERIENCE

A CONFERENCE FOR EDUCATORS

April 27 to April 28, 1990
Chelsea Inn, Toronto

Sponsored by

Natlonal Assoclation of Japanese Canadlans
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%% THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JAPANESE CANADIANS

Eastern Regional Office
192 SPADINA AVENUE, SUITE 401 * TORONTO, ONTARIO MST 2C2 o PHONE (416) 365-3343 # FAX (416) 365-1953
THE JAPANESE CANADIAN EXPERIENCE

A CONFERENCE FOR EDUCATORS APRIL 27 & 28, 1990

DELTA CHELSEA INN,
33 Gerrard Street West,
Toronto, Ontario. MS5G 1lZ4
Telephone (416) 595=1975

REGISTREATION FORM

Name Male Female
Address

City Province

Postal Code Telephone

*Mode of Transportation

Arrival Date Departure Date

*Accommodation: Single ($98.00 p.p.)

Double ($57.00 p.p.} S&Eiﬁnq

Workshop Choices:

Session A: 1lst choice 2nd choice
Session B: 1lst choice 2nd choice
*Registration Fee (includes Teacher's Kit) $1GE.G0
*Banquet (Chinese Palace) Optidnal 25.00

Cheque enclosed

*Make cheque payable to:
NAJC Educator's Conference.

*Deadline for Registration: MARCH 30, 1990.

The NAJC Educator's Conference Committee will make every effort to ensure
your safety. However, we cannot be responsible for personal injury or
loss incurred during the conference. In addition, the undersigned is
responsible for her/his personal conduct.

Date:

Signature of Delegate,.

Flease mail to: Harry Yonekura, Co=ordinator,
1l Lionel Heights Cres.,
Don Mills, Ontario. M3a 1L8
Office phone (416) 365=3343 FAX (416) 365=1953
Residence (416) 447=5879
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APPENDIX A

TERMS OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA
AND THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JAPANESE CANADIANS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

As a people, Canaaians commit themselves to the creation of a
society that ensures equality and justice for all, regardless of

race or ethnic origin.

During and after World War II, Canadians of Japanese ancestry,
the majority of whom were citizens, suffered unprecedented
actions taken by the Government of Canada against their

community.

Despite perceived military necessities at the time, the forced
removal and internment of Japanese Canadians during World War II
and their deportation and expulsion following the war, was
unjust. In retrospect, government policies of
disenfranchisement, detention, confiscation and sale of private
and community property, expulsion, deportation and restriction of
movement, which continued after the war, were influenced by
discriminatory attitudes. Japanese Canadians who were interned
had their property liquidated and the proceeds of sale were used

to pay for their own internment. . :

The acknowledgement of these injustices serves notice to all
Canadians that the excesses of the past are condemned and that -
the principles of justice and equality in Canada are reaffirmed.

S RS T =
B o e il v 4T =2 ] .'!"..,- ,":. L

Therefore, the Government oftéaﬁada, on Eehalf of ali Caﬁédiéné,
does hereby: ' s 5

g i o, R i
JlLn{da -

1) acknowledge that the treatment of Japanese Canadians during
and after World War II was unjust and violated principles of

human rights as they are understood today; ..r<s -- -

2) pledge to ensure, to the full extent that its powers allow,
that such events will not happen again; and s# ed? ¢33 mof. i @ -

&=

3) recagnize; with great resﬁe&t,ifhe fortitude and
determination of Japanese Canadians who, despite great stress and

hardship, retain their commitment and loyalty to Canada and
contribute so richly to the development of the Canadian nation.

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-7-14-1
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As symbolic redress for those injuétices, the Government offers:

a) $21,000 individual redress, subject to application by
eligible persons of Japanese ancestry who, during this period,
were subjected to internment, relocation, deportation, loss of
property or otherwise deprived of the full enjoyment of
fundamental rights and freedoms based solely on the fact that
they were of Japanese ancestry; each payment would be made in a
tax-free lump sum, as expeditiously as possible;

b) $12 million to the Japanese-Canadian community, through the
National Association of Japanese Canadians, to undertake
educational, social and cultural activities or programmes that
contribute to the well-being of the community or that promote

human rights;

c) $12 million, on behalf of Japanese Canadians and in
commemoration of those who suffered these injustices, .and matched
by a further $12 million from the Government of Canada, for the
creation of a Canadian Race Relations Foundation that will foster
racial harmony and cross-cultural understanding and help to

eliminate racism.

d) subject to éﬁplicaticn bfheiigibie-ﬁerscns; to clear the
names of persons of Japanese ancestry who were convicted of
violations under the War Measures Act or the National Emergency

Transitional Powers ACt. .o ..o vocmw -t Simemscrvi vass A Feva. .

e) subject to application by eligible persons, to grant Canadian
citizenship to persons of Japanese ancestry still living who were
expelled from Canada or had their citizenship revoked during the
period 1941 to 1949, and to their living descendants;

f) to provide, through contractual arrangements, up to ..
63 million to the National Association of Japanese Canadians for
their assistance, including community liaison, in administration

of redress over the period of implementation.

Only persons alive at the date of the signing of these Terms of
Agreement would be entitled to the redress in paragraphs (a), (d)
and (e), except that the redress in (e) would also apply to
descendants living at that date.

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-7-14-2
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THE JAPANESE-CANADIAN REDRESS SETTLEMENT
AND ITS IMPLICATIONS FOR 'RACE RELATIONS'

ABSTRACT

The redress settlement between the Canadian government and the National
Association of Japanese Canadians (NAC) in 1988 was a satisfactory and honourable
resolution which upheld the principles of bilateral negotiation and of
compensation to individuals whose rights have been abrogated, regardless of their
ancestral background. A recent article by Manoly Lupul suggests that the
"Canadian Race Relations Foundation", which will be formed as a result of the
settlement, should be given a wider mandate as a "Human Rights Foundation". Such
a suggestion, while intended to overcome the abrogation of human rights and to
foster a stronger relationship between "visible" and "non-visible" minorities,
is based upon an involuntary notions of ethnicity and 'race’, which do not
advance our understanding of both as socially constructed processes. In
combatting racism in Canada, we can learn from the political process by which
Japanese Canadians achieved the redress settlement. The foundation should be
based upon a recognition of racism as a fundamental problem in Canadian society.

AWNCES,
C \ i!
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The Japanese-Canadian Redress Settlement
and its Implications for ‘Race Relations’!

The redress settlement negotiated between the Canadian government and the
National Association of Japanese Canadians (NAJC) in 1988, (Appendix A) was a
satisfactory and honourable resolution to one of the most dishonourable episodes
in Canadian history. It is an agreement for all Canadians, both because it
establishes an important precedent, procedurally and in principle, for
recognizing and righting official wrongs of the past, and because it has shifted
the ground for human rights provision in Canada and made considerable gains in
overcoming the effects of institutional racism.

This agreement occurred within an official context in which the policy of
multiculturalism, established in 1971 by Prime Minister Trudeau (Canada 1971),
has been shifting in emphasis from heritage retention (programmes to maintain
language and culture for minority ethnic groups) to equality rights (the
elimination of racism and other discriminatory barriers to full participation in
Canadian society).? Since adoption of the Canadian Charter of Rights and
Freedoms in 1982, there has been increased official recognition of the problems
of racism and other forms of inequality (Canada 1984; 1985; 1989; Mulroney 1986);
the Canadian Multiculturalism Act (1988) has entrenched a multiculturalism policy
throughout the civil service (although its effectiveness has yet to be assessed);
and such progress is supported by other legislation changes such as, to name just
a few, the Employment Equity Act (1986), a proposed new Broadcasting Act, the
creation of a Heritage Language Institute, and the repeal in 1988 of the War
Measures Act, which justified real and potential abuses (Berger 1982) including

actions against Japanese Canadians during the 1940s.
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Many problems remain: Canadians from minority groups of all kinds see
Section 33 of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms as one of the greatest threats
to individual and groups rights;? recent controversy over the Meech Lake Accord
(Canada 1987b) has raised concern (inter alia) about both the strength of
constitutional guarantees of, not to mention political will towards, minority
rights (CEC 1987; Kallen 1988). Outside the institutional realm, there is reason
for alarm rather than complacency about the degree of popular racism, especially
against the newest immigrant groups in the largest cities of Toronto, Vancouver
and Montreal (e.g. Barnett 1987; Henry 1986; Henry and Ginzberg 1985, Naidoo
1989). Nonetheless, again without complacency, we can recognize that Canada has
made relative progress within an international context (McChesney 1987) and
recent developments provide at least potential for social change.

The major objectives of this paper are to examine the significance of the
Japanese-Canadian redress settlement within the context of recent changes, and
to address the link between theoretical and operational aspects of the fight
against racism. The recent paper in this journal by Manoly Lupul (1989) provides
an excellent opportunity to extend the basis for academic debate on these issues.
Following a well established tradition among Canadian social scientists that has
forged close links between government policy makers and academic theoreticians,
Lupul has initiated discussion of the recently announced Canadian ‘Race
Relations’ Foundation.® He claims that the foundation's mandate should be
widened from racism to the more genmeral problem of human rights, and that it
should be used to strengthen the coalition between, to use his terms, the "real
white ethnics" and the "real minorities"™, the two groups that carry the "burden
of multiculturalism" (p. 4). While Lupul and I agree in a number of respects

’which are laid out in the first section below, I take issue both with the notion
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of ethnicity, and particularly of 'race’ upon which his argument rests, and with
his operational suggestions for changing the direction of the 'Race Relations’
Foundation. In the concluding sections, I consider the significance of the

\Fedress settlement for overcoming racism in Canada, and address some of the

1
roblems of the legislation now before the House of Commons (Bill C-63) to create

the foundation.

LUPUL'S ARGUMENT

Lupul and I agree entirely that Canada has historically been nativist; more
specifically, anglo-conformist and racist, two concepts that have %worked well
together, since racism precludes anything but limited anglo-conformity,
especially for those who canmnot conform in their physical appearance.’ We agree
that ethnocultural inequality has created a degree of economic, political and
other forms of inequality in Canadian society, and that the "so-called ethnic
vote" has been manipulated by all levels of government in the interests of
maintaining political power, although it should also be remembered that visible
minorities--groups of Afro-Caribbean, Asian and Native Canadian background--were
considered beneath manipulation until after World War II, and accordingly denied
the franchise as well as other civil rights. We agree upon the need to link
ethnocultural and other forms of inequality to political power, upon the need for
a strategic network among a variety of minority groups to achieve the power to
effect change, and upon the correlative need for minority ethnocultural groups
themselves to shift their emphasis from preservation of language and culture
(although this should not be discouraged in itself) to equality rights. Further,
we agree that multiculturalism means different things to different Canadians, and

that it has been widely misunderstood, especially as it continues to be
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associated with immigrants. As a result, the notion of multicultural as ‘other’
has been a significant conceptual barrier to multiculturalism policy.® It is
partly for this reason that multiculturalism is not yet a policy for all
Canadians. Multiculturalism is largely irrelevant to Canadians of anglo-celtic
background and inimical to those groups whose purposes conflict with
multiculturalism's principle of equality rights.

Finally, we are in agreement that there is a fundamental difference between

two broad categories of non-charter groups in Canada: the so-called 'visible’ and

‘invisible’ minorities. The divergence of interests is manifest in a number of
ways. For example, the Canadian Ethnocultural Council, arguably the most
effective forum for multicultural networking, has in recent years consistently
used the phrase "ethnic and visible minorities" (emphasis added) in referring to
its dual constituency. The contradiction in such a juxtaposition will not be
overcome, however, until the social contradiction brought about by racism is
addressed.

In this respect, Lupul and I are in agreement concerning the need for
fundamental social change, and upon the potential for the Canadian ‘Race
Relations’ Foundation (Bill C-63) to bring about social change and to help secure
equality rights in Canada. Lupul and I disagree, however, on the way in which

this foundation should, or could, be organized, and especially on the point of

' whether the mandate of the foundation should be shifted from racism to human

rights in general. This disagreement is based upon fundamental differences in

e

multiculturalism philosophy and upon different strategies for achieving social
change.
First, we disagree in our conception of an ‘ethnocultural’ or ‘ethnic’

group. Almost no one claim that ‘ethnicity’ can be easily or objectively defined.

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-7-14-7
il Nikkeimuseum.org




Even the census, with all its putative objectivity, contains deeply embedded
ideological assumptions about how ethnicity is manifest within the population.’
At a very general level, however, I can agree with Lupul’s description (p. 11)
of a "shared sense of peoplehood, a consciousness [although this term is
problematic] of a kind based on ancestry,” within associations of individuals who

J Qﬁ{”““l
"share or are perceived by others to share the same culture.[although this term
is even more problematic]." Such a description does not, however, provide

understanding of the process by which ethnicity (or, more accurately,
—— _-_.'-‘.ﬁ._'_,_ ——

ethnocultural affiliation) is ;;EIETIy constructed. Failure to address that
process leads to Lupul’'s cunteMmciatiuns are "involuntary",
which suggests that ethnicity is above all else a matter of birth. Ethnicity is
assumed, rather uncritiecally, as a natural category, the raw material upon which
multiculturalism sets to work. JI-would argue, on the.‘_,gmush&&;?_bacaus_e

oy R
echnicity

cultural attribute, it is as much a product as a constituent of multiculturalism.

o

b Tl

We need to make problematic, therefore, both broadly social and more narrowly
academic assumptions of ethnic difference.

People are born into particular cultural contexts, of course, and their
life chances are structured in various ways and to varying degreesﬁ A :ense of
ethnicity can provide a powerful sense of social belonging, and can provide an
institutional basis for social organization (Breton 1964). For those who
experience racism or other forms of discrimination, however, ethnicity can mean
the imposition of inequality, and the sense of belonging becomes a retreat from
oppressive circumstances., Ethnicity is not, therefore, simply an ‘affective’

attribute (cf. Weinfeld 1981), and voluntarism will not account for the complex

of power relations involved in the negotiation of dominance and subservience. But
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both notions of wvoluntary and involuntary social categories are inadequate to
describe the complexity of processes by which ethnicity is produced, or the high
level of contingency in its social manifestation. Nonetheless, ethnicity is, like
class (although not necessarily subordinate to class), a means of creating social
difference. Through most of history, including Canadian history, it has also been
a means of fostering inequality.

The principle of multiculturalism, however, is one which encourages
difference without inequality. We have yet to discover whether this laudable goal
is, as some believe, tautological, or whether it can be achieved in Canada. If
it is, it will be based not on equality principles alone, but on a firm
theoretical understanding of how equality and inequality come about. It follows
that analytical attention needs to be shifted from how to achieve equality for
all ethnie groups (although this remains an important political goal), to how to
understand the variety of processes by which ethnicity becomes a form of social
relationship, taking into account both structural constraints and the creative
aspects of human agency. This is, in a sense, to address Marx’'s contention that
people make their own history, but not under conditions of their own choosing.®

Lupul's involuntary concept of social categories is even more problematic

in the , expressed in his distinction between "real white
ethnics" and "real minorities". Here, the notion of racial mxjmt. h,wfgd
upen a notien ofngthpigfdiﬁferenca, to create a hierarchy of minority status. I
quote the passage that describes this distinection, although it is already quoted
from an earlier paper (Lupul 1983:; 1989, 4) because it forms the basis of this
controversy:

The first group - the most ethnically conscious white Canadians -are

the Ukrainians and the Balts, (sic) who because of Russification

behind the high walls of Moscow’'s Soviet empire must try to
withstand assimilation at home and abroad. The second group - the

6
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real minorities - are the [racial or] wvisible peoples whose facial
features prevent assimilation and whose ethnic consciousness is
therefore a matter of necessity rather than choice. The two groups
have little in common, and they have never been bedfellows. The main
concern of the real white ethnics, undistinguished in external
appearance and therefore socially invisible, is language and
cultural retention and development; the main concern of the real
minorities, the socially visible peoples, is to shield themselves
from the worst ‘ravages of racism. Both sets of minorities have
invoked the umbrella of multiculturalism to assist them. Because the
Balts are few in Canada, the lead among the ethnically conscious
white Canadians has been largely provided by the Ukrainians, and it
is their concept of multiculturalism [as language and cultural
retention and development] that is most common. (square brackets

original)
First the minor quibbles: the reference to "Ukrainians" and "Balts", rather than
Ukrainian Canadians and Baltic Canadians reinforces rather than challenges the
notion of multicultural as other. It will also be resented by those groups who
have been lumped together as "Balts". I have no wish to question the allegiance
of any ethnic group, and whether groups and individuals continue to take an
interest in the country of their ancestors is not at issue. Many do, and this
fact does not make them any less 'Canadian’. But I doubt that the reference to
the Soviet Union as "home" reflects the feelings of most Ukrainian Canadians, and
the use of such language only reinforces an identification of ethnic as other.
Use of language to challenge conceptual categories, on the other hand, is a
subtle but pro-active means of breaking down the primordial sense of ordinary
(Anglo-saxon) vs. other ('ethnic') that now exists in many quarters.

The concept ‘real’ is at best uncritical and at worst highly prejudiced.
The intimation of something which is not ‘'real' presents yet another problematic
analytical category. Even more problematic, however, is the distinction between
visible and invisible, based on an assumption that phenotypical characteristics
determine social categories. Lupul stresses the important point that visibility
is socially established. He also maintains that the racism that results needs to
be overcome by a political process that requires an alliance between (socially)
visible minorities and others who share their desire to transform the vertical

mosaic into a horizontal one. In citing skin colour as the cause of racism,
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however, he fails to challenge the received wisdom by which selected phenotypical
attributes are accepted, by racists and anti-racists alike, as valid means of
categorizing human beings or, worse, of judging them as inferior.

We need instead to attack racism at its roots. To do so requires, as a
start, a thorough probing of the ‘race’ concept,® debunking the myth of racial
difference by challenging its ontological status. It is necessary, therefore, to
repudiate not only racism, but also liberal positions that advocate equality
‘regardless of race’, to the extent that such positions assume that race exists
as anything other than a social construction. Few would argue nowadays that there
is evidence, scientific or otherwise, to support an argument based on heritable
physical traits (the work of Rushton 1988 notwithstanding).!? But there is
plenty of evidence of the ways in which 'race’ is socially constructed (Lawrence
1982a; Miles 1982; 1989). Race is a product of racism, not of biology. With this
recognition, emphasis shifts from studying ‘race’ to studying racism.

Racism is a powerful form of social relationship expressed historically in
a variety of ways, in situations of inequality (Jackson 1989%a, 132-53; 1989b).
It occurs in conjunction with a range of significant processes, including class,
that are made natural through cultural practice. Such practices are the stuff of
human experience, rooted in complex situatioms, unfolding through common
discourse, reinforced through social values. We need to investigate the ways in
which human beings make ‘race’ natural, entangling it within a web of common
sense. For a long time, ‘race' was so naturalized that scholars were unable to
see past its common sense appeal (Lawrence 1982b), and unwittingly perpetuated
the 'race’ notion while simultaneously challenging racism as an attitude. The
hopelessness of this project helps to account for racism’s intractability. De-
naturalization, as a form of critique, is necessary because a failure to uncover
entirely the qualities of a process makes it opaque to critical reading, and
because common sense unchallenged has tremendous power when used to construct
effective ideological outcomes. For it is in the interests of those who hold
racist views to have recourse to immutable categories, and both 'common sense’

and nature/biology provide strong allies in claiming immutability. By prising it
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from the grasp of everyday assumption, not only will racism become tractable as
an object of analysis, but its power as an instrument of social control will be
diminished. It is for this reason that the power of language must be examined as
more than a simple or neutral classificatory tool.

Racism is also a process of making visible, or 'racialization’. At the most
visceral level, racism is a socially constructed 'gut reaction’ to other people
as visual properties of a moral landscape. Like all landscape elements, however,
it must be constituted as wvisible, according to culturally negotiated meanings
and values (Kobayashi 1989). Rooted in particular historical contexts, the
construction of visibility changes over time (Cohen 1988), as part of the power-
laden ssthetics of body politiecs that place value on putative physical properties
from skin colour to eroticism. People as objects of racial difference may be seen
at one time and place and rendered invisible at others. In this context,
Ukrainian Canadians were not socially invisible at the turn of the century as
they are now; Japanese Canadians were more visible in the 1940s than in the
1980s; and people of South Asian ancestry are now more visible than those of East
Asian ancestry.

Visibility is also place specific. It requires an understanding of the ways
in which people of different national and class backgrounds have come to share
the place we call Canada, and of the effects of spatial proximity, the
juxtaposition of one group and another in different contexts. The particular
forms and relations of places we call Vancouver or Toronto or Montreal need to
be channelled through a culture of place, place that gains meaning, to paraphrase
Raymond Williams (1969, 185) as the history of common life, common life created
and modified through reactions to changing conditions, driven by one reaction to
another, and conditioned by the values thought, felt, shared and often rejected,
in the working out of common existence, usually over long periods of time.

Common life, however, is mediated by structures, or social rules, that
emerge as a negotiation or imposition of power, and that create inequality. The
juxtaposition of different ethnic groups is not neutral, therefore, but a form

of power-charged discourse, in which ethnicity and other traits act as conduits

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-7-14-12
il Nikkeimuseum.org



through which the terms of power are defined. We need to expose the contested
ground of social life upon which power emerges to effect the conditions in which
a dominant group maintains its hegemony, providing mechanisms of social control.
This means to analyze those social institutions, such as state policy, the
economy or the legal system (Cohen 1988; Kobayashi 1990; Manette 1988) that play
a réle in the formation (and re-formation) of relations of dominance and
subservience. ‘'Race’ provides an ideological chanmel through which contrel is
negotiated and rights denied. Racism is sustained by power and is itself an
empowering device. We need, therefore, to address the interdependence of power
and context by placing racism at the "centre of political life" (Gilroy 1987, 4;
also Sivanandan 1983),

Furthermore, we need to uncover among subordinate groups the potential for
resistance. For if as a form of social relationship racism is univecal (that is,
instigated by those with power to perpetrate racist actions), it is not thereby
unilateral. Therefore, although it is essential to identify racism with its
instigators, that is, to make it a problem of racists rather than a ‘colour’
problem (cf. Richmond 1961), the agency of those discriminated against, both in
accepting the mantle of ‘'race’ and in opposing it, cannot be discounted. This is
not to say that simply a dressed-up wversion of ‘'race relations'’ suffices as a
conceptual framework for analyzing racist relations, for the former term implies
a kind of equality, or equanimity, that the latter explodes, and Wﬂ;_
‘race relations’ sets up a euphemistic vision of harmony which hides the
brutalities of a history of raciat up;;lsaion (Miles 1982). The implications are
vastly more complex: through resistance racism is both overcome (although
sometimes only potentially so), and fuelled, since resistance has significance
only when it confronts and contests the terms established by dominant or singular
cultures. Analysis of such cultures must also include the meaning of racism, as
well as the conditions of life that racism engenders, for those people against
whom it is formulated. Equally, it must address the structural relationships in
which resistance takes a variety of forms and can have a variety of outcomes and

degrees of efficacy (Mullard 1985, 38-48). As the following discussion will show,
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the achievement of Japanese-Canadians redress was a form of resistance; we need

to understand why it worked.!l

WHAT DID THE JAPANESE-CANADIAN REDRESS SETTLEMENT ACHIEVE?

Between 8 December 1941 and 31 March 1949, Japanese Canadians were uprooted from
their homes, deprived of property, possessions, dignity and civil rights,
including the rights to work, to travel freely, to vote and, in the case of those
who were subsequently ‘deported’ to Japan, to status as Canadians. In other
words, some 27,000 people were subjected to conditions of apartheid.1?

The most abusive abrogations of human rights over this period can be
summarized as follows: these actions were only the final stage of many years of
racism against Japanese Canadians and other wvisible minorities, supported by
measures to restrict their economic activities (Kobayashi 1989¢; Roy 1989; Ward
1978);!® actions against Japanese Canadians occurred on the basis of ‘race’,
with the result that an entire segment of the population was affected, regardless
of place of birth or nationality and in the absence of any evidence of disloyalty
or military threat, while Canadians of ancestry in European countries at war with
Canada (Germany and Italy) were unaffected as a group; the Canadian government
acted against the advice of the military and the RCMP, who claimed that Japanese
Canadians posed no threat to national security (Sunahara 1981); the failure to
return property seized in the initial uprooting, the second uprooting east of the
Rocky Mountains between 1943 and 1946, the deportation of 4,319 people in 1946,
and the continued suspension of civil rights until 1949, all events that occurred
years after the termination of World War II, can be explained in no terms other
than those of racism.

In 1947, a Commission head by Justice Henry Bird examined the material
losses of Japanese Canadians, and awarded some damages, in the amount of $1.2
million. The amounts paid fell far short of the material losses sustained by
Japanese Canadians (NAJC 1985) and, more importantly, the Commission never
challenged the fundamental abrogations of human rights that Japanese Canadians

had experienced, not only the loss of property and income, but the loss of
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freedom, dignity, security, physical and mental health, the basic rights of
citizenship. Nonetheless, despite a few voices raised in protest, Japanese
Canadians made little concerted effort to refute the findings of the Bird
Commission at the time. Tired, disillusioned, demoralized, intimidated, they were
unwilling to endure the pain that resistance would require. They were also broke,
and more concerned with rebuilding their shattered lives than with fighting what
now seemed to be old battles. Perhaps most important of all, they were ashamed,
and felt that the best way to remove the stigma of their experiences was to lie
low, assimilate, make the most of their new status (as of 1 April 1949) as full-
fledged Canadians.

Over the years, particularly at national meetings of the NAJC, the issue
of redress came up, but discussion was quickly quelled. The issue took on an aura

14 university students, most

of "radicalism" when it was put forward by sansei
of whom were born after the uprooting. It was in 1977, celebrated as the 100th
anniversary of the first Japanese immigration to Canada, that discussions of
redress really began to take hold. As a result of meetings in basements and
coffee houses Japanese Canadians began to be angry again, and the sense of shame
was gradually replaced by one of indignation (Goto and Shimizu 198la). In 1980,
a delegation from the NAJC appeared before the Special Joint Committee on the
Constitution in Ottawa, to state the case for redress for the first time publicly
within a context of equality rights (Goto and Shimizu 1981b). Over the next
several years, the support for redress grew among Japanese-Canadians, negotiated
internally through open and sometimes acrimonious debate concerning the
conditions for an agreement.l5 The final position was reached in 1984, when a
brief was submitted to the government outlining the official NAJC position (NAJC
1984). Both the lobbying campaign and talks with the government were stepped up
from that time, although discussion was cut off in July 1987 by the former
Minister, the Hon. David Crombie. They were re-opened by the Hon. Gerry Weiner
in April 1988, and led to the agreement signed in September.®

This process contains immense scope for study of the relationship between

government and citizen's groups, and the process by which community groups
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-

develop the resources to achieve political ends. The dimensions are politiecal,
economic, psychological/emotional and cultural, mnone of these being an
independent factor. Three major elements seem to have been essential to the
success of the redress movement.

First, the Japanese Canadian community as whole needed to be transformed.
The first step to recégnition of Japanese-Canadian redress as an issue for all
Canadians was recognition that it was an issue for all Japanese Canadians, not
in the interests of retribution for their ‘race’, nor only in the interests of
justice, but in recognition of a need to assert principles of human rights so
that racism and other forms of discrimination might be challenged. To reach such
a consensus, however, was a slow, and in many respects painful, process, by which
the legacy of shame was replaced by a conviction of right. Japanese Canadians
needed to shed a sense of themselves as marginalized, that is, a sense of their
racial difference, if they were to assert their legitimacy. They needed to debunk
a collection of attitudes which in the past had led them to accept such things
as a need for residential dispersal so as not to appear too visible, or to
justify their experiences as a 'blessing in disguise’ because they had been cast
out from a formerly ghettoized life in British Columbia. They needed to break
with the past to the extent that past was viewed as a foreign culture
transplanted to Canadian soil; this did not entail, however, the adoption of a
separate ‘'Canadian’ culture, but a proud and dignified assertion of their
distinctiveness within a multicultural society. Part of this process was achieved
in the use of language: substitution of ‘Japanese Canadian' for ‘'Japanese’;
‘uprooting’ for ‘evacuation’; ‘surviver’ for ‘'wvictim’'. They needed to erase the
image, in their own minds as well as within public perception, of second and
third generation immigrants. Most of all, they needed to accept and to recognize
their power to resist. They needed to become politicized. A recent book edited
by C. Kobayashi and Miki (1989), presenting the proceedings of a 1986 NAJC
conference, illustrates the dimensions of this political transformation by

showing the community pushing the margin of its collective ability both to take
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possession of a cultural heritage and to assert that heritage politically as an
expression of multiculturalism.

The second element was political strategy, directed outward from the
Japanese-Canadian community. Fundamental to this process was to establish
credibility, a combination of representing the interests and wishes of a majority
of the survivors, and of organizing an effective and professional lobbying
campaign, built upon an extensive civil and political network, and striking
chords with other issues of political significance represented by a network of
politicians, union, church and civil rights organizations, the media, schools,
the general public. Not only was the redress message conveyed at every
opportunity, but the significance of Japanese-Canadian redress for the
improvement of human rights in general was emphasized.!’ Networking was
important to achieve not only a more powerful political lobby, but also the
credibility that is based upon broad principle rather than narrow grievances.

Both the political transformation of the community, and the effects of
networking came together on 13-14 April 1988, when the NAJC staged a rally on
Parliament Hill, at which several hundred placard-carrying Japanese Canadians
were supported by prominent representatives of a wvariety of human rights
organizations, church groups, ethnocultural associations, native groups and the
three major political parties.!® The rhetoric was that of equality rights,
slightly altered to fit the interests of each of the important groups involwved,
but the focus was on one issue alone: the achievement of Japanese-Canadian
redress. A less-focused rally, one that brought together a coalition of groups
for the achievement of human rights in principle, for example, would not have
achieved this effect. It is for this reason that I endorse Lupul’s point about
the need for networking, but qualify it with the need to address issues on their
own terms. This is a political reality that needs to be understood not only in
the interests of political efficacy, but as an aspect of understanding how social
change occurs. With such a focus, the eloquence, the passion, the commitment, of
those assembled in Ottawa that day made a difference: it crystallized a

relationship between state and civil society in which demands for justice can be

14

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-7-14-17
il Nikkeimuseum.org



heard (although this does not mean that such is always, or even usually, the
case); it showed that if a 'third force'’ exists in Canadian politics it is most

* effective not as a narrow bid for power by individual minority groups reacting
to a need to preserve old world traditions, but as an expression of the will to
equality; in more pragmatic terms, it provided the opening from which the
government could shift its position on the redress issue in such a way that
everyone involved could benefit; and it helped to bring about specific results,
which in turn have implications for the wider agenda of equality rights.

These and many other factors that explain the ultimate success of the
redress movement, expressed in an agreement for which final negotiation occurred
between the government and the NAJC Strategy Committee during the month of August
1988. The agreement was announced by the Prime Minister in Parliament on 22
September. It helped that the announcement was made just prior to a general
election campaign which would be based partly upon the Conservative Government's
record in promoting multiculturalism. It helped that an agreement between the
U.S. Government and Japanese Americans had been reached in July 1988. It helped
that key persons within Cabinet and the bureaucracy were willing to support the
agreement, to the point of guaranteeing the financial commitment that would
result. The catalyst, however, and the third major factor, was official
acceptance of two kay points on which the NAJC hﬂdhald out through al}. he }rears.
of ﬂﬂ%@ﬁ’fgﬁﬂ a Eilli;:rnl (tctht ‘than a government-imposed) n;rmut and
individual compensation to the survivors.'®

Bilateral negotiation occurred in contrast to the fiat by which the
measures against Japanese Canadians had been taken during the 1940s. Those
measures were activated in secret by orders-in-council (Sunahara 1981). By
agreeing to negotiate, the government removed the totalitarian image still
maintained by many survivors, upheld a tradition of participatory democracy, and
recognized that the process itself was as important as the outcome.

Individual compensation was the most important principle upon which the
settlement was based. Prior to August 1988, a stalemate had been reached in the

discussions between a government bent upon ‘community’ compensation and the NAJC,
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which remained adamant that the principle of redress must be the compensation of
individual Canadians, not because they were Japanese Canadians, but because their
rights as individuals had been abrogated. They argued, moreover, that the
symbolic payment to such individuals, while it was not expected to be full
compensation for all losses, should be a significant sum. An apology, even backed
by recognition of the principle of individual redress, was not sufficient. The
sum of $21,000 was not only significant, bilaterally agreed to be acceptable,
reasonable and justifiable.?® If Japanese Canadians were uprooted in the 1940s
because of their ‘race' they were compensated in the 1980s in recognition of
their rights. This fact represents a moral victory, and sets an important

precedent upon the agenda of achieving human rights.

THE CANADIAN "RACE RELATIONS' FOUNDATION

The proposed foundation in essence fulfils the objectives discussed between the
NAJC and the government in 1988. The terms of reference are based not only on
this agreement, however, but upon wide consultation and study on the part of the
government.?! This foundation would establish an unprecedented institutional
framework and would place Canada in the forefront of international efforts to
combat racism.?? The Act is still subject to amendment and it is to be hoped,
following the principle of negotiation leading to the redress agreement, that the
final conditions will be based upon direct consultation of the Canadian public,
and particularly with visible minority groups. I wish to discuss here three
aspects: its mandate, its name, and its relationship to federal government.
The Foundation Mandate

Lupul suggests that the mandate should be expanded so that it becomes a ‘human
rights' rather than a ‘race relations'’ foundation. In specifying the rights to
be addressed, he refers only to those of 'non-visible’ ethnocultural minorities
in addition to ‘visible' minorities, but one assumes that the umbrella of human
rights includes the elimination of all forms of discrimination, based on age,
sex, sexuality, national or ancestral origin, mental or physical disability, or

any other basis for the social construction of inequality. In principle, I am in
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full agreement. It was the principle of human rights in general, equality rights
for all regardless of the basis of their disenfranchisement, that formed the
basis of the Japanese-Canadian redress movement. It was, finally, in the spirit
of equality rights that the agreement was made, and it is because it sets such
a precedent for the recognition of rights that it was an important historical
milestone, The foundation should be established as an expression human rights.

To limit the mandate of the foundation to racism, however, is not to
abandon the human rights agenda but to recognize that practical and political
results are best achieved when objectives can be clearly formulated and problems
clearly specified. Compensation to Japanese Canadians was made in recognition of
very specific wrongs against a specific number of Canadians, and without this
clear definition of what was being redressed, not only would the settlement have
been more difficult, or perhaps impossible, but it would have failed to set a
precedent for righting other wrongs that can be similarly specified. The same

principle applies with the rmmmj which, although it will
be established within a general human :ights-pntlﬁﬁﬁﬁivu, is intended to address
the specific prnhlti”;E“;;;iﬁﬁ in Canadian society. Racism is a serious problem.
To deal with it, the foundation needs to be able to draw upon the expertise of
those who understand racism. It needs to focus its attention and resources upon
the problem of racism.

The Name

The name of the foundation presents the first principle upon which the general
public will understand the reason for its existence. It is very important to get
it right from the start for, although the name is ultimately of less importance
than what the foundation will do, it nonetheless expresses the basic principles
upon which it is founded. In this respect, incorporation of the term ‘race
relations’' presents a number of problems. First, ‘race relations’ is a euphemism
for the fundamental problem of racism. Its use deviates from the real objective
of overcoming racism, and reflects a way of thinking common among social
scientists about a decade ago that sought explanation in correlation rather than

process. We should not let the fact that is has subsequently become a public
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catch phrase be a basis for its acceptance, for ten years from now it will have
gone the way of other catch phrases. This foundation should have a name not only
that is appropriate to future understanding, but that will guide future
understanding in such a way that racism can most effectively be combatted. The
name should be wvisionary, not orthodox.

Perpetuating the notion of ‘race’ as a category of human difference is a
tacit legitimation of racist assumptions. To endorse the notion is to endorse a
misleading analytical category that has been widely rejected within the
scientific literature, and thus to retard the agenda of the foundation from the
beginning. Furthermore, by legitimizing rather than challenging the concepts of
. ‘race and ‘race relations’, even among those who do not practice overt racial
(f\\J & discrimination, it has the potential of actually producing the wvery social

rhx__relations of racism that are meant to be eliminated.
f _ Instead, the foundation might follow the lead of the United Nations in

\{:) recognizing that by changing our language we make small but effective changes in

social relations.?® Although changing language will not in itself overcome

racism, language is an expression of cultural values and habits of mind. To
challenge those habits of mind is to break the cycle of psychological
~
-\\::f:_ reinforcement through which racism is created in an everyday context. Racism
,~ cannot be overcome as long as the general public continues to act as though
[;;;*J ‘races' exist. Therefore, Robert Miles (1982, 181) concludes:
...there should be no ambiguity about the rejection of the
scientifie racism of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, and
this is best achieved by ensuring a complete break with those terms
which, however much they are redefined, by their continued usa%e
nevertheless reproduce notions which are both false and politically
unacceptable.
The Relationship between Foundation and Government
Sections 6(1) and 9(1) of Bill C-63 provide that the Board of Directors and the
Executive Director be appointed by the Governor-in-Council. Such provisions
compromise the arm's length relationship between the foundation and the
government. While there are practical reasons for the initial appointments to be

made by the Governor-in-Council, subsequent appointments should occur from the

18

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-7-14-2"
i Nikkeimuseum.org



Board itself, in consultation with entatives of both government and

community. This appointment procedure need to be modified. Without an arm's

length relationship, the ability of “the foundation to confront institutional
racism will be diminished. While there are reasons to believe that the actions
against Japanese Canadians during the 1940s would not be repeated today, it is
against such a possibility that the foundation must be entirely free to address
problems of racism without any threat of official retaliation.

It is also of utmost importance that this foundation have the full support
and confidence of the Canadian public, and especially of visible minorities. One
of the sad effects of racism is a wariness on the part of those against whom it
is practised. Nothing is more important to the success of the foundation than
that a relationship of trust be fostered in every possible way. Such trust can

best be obtained by removing any possibility that the foundation'’s activities are

less than independent.

CONCLUSION

The recent redress settlement between the government and Japanese Canadians
strikes an important blow against racism. It sets a precedent for officially
redressing the wrongs of the past. It establishes an important process of
bilateral negotiation between government and citizens. It emphasizes the
definition of human rights based on citizenship rather than ancestry. It
illustrates the power of resistance, based on the strength of political action
and networking. For Japanese Canadians it has wrought dignity and wvindication
from a racialized past.

Canada's record for human rights provision is not, relatively speaking, a
bad one, and recent developments that promote human rights need to be supported
and encouraged. It is upon a broad public and institutional assumption of human
rights that multiculturalism as social philosophy, which represents one dimension
of the human rights struggle, will become a policy for all Canadians rather than
a marginalized notion. It would be naive and inaccurate to assert, however, that

abuses of human rights, particularly in the form of racism, have been overcome,

19

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-7-14-22
i Nikkeimuseum.org



either institutionally or on the streets. Racism exists in Canada in various
forms and to varying degrees, and institutional progress is not yet matched
within the public at large. Both better theoretical understanding of racism and
its causes, and political strategies for fighting its effects, are required if

progress is to continue in Canadian society and multiculturalism is to be

accepted and to function as a way of life.
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NOTES

This paper is based on 'participant observation’, as a member of the
Strategy Committee of the National Association of Japanese Canadians
(hereinafter NAJC) that negotiated the redress settlement (Appendix A)
with the Hon. Gerry Weiner and representatives of the Secretary of
State. I wish to thank the other members of the committee--Roy Inouye,
Bryce Kambara, Cassandra Kobayashi, Art Miki, Roy Miki, Roger Obata and
Maryka Omatsu--for their part in formulating the ideas here. During the
years of negotiation, we did not have the luxury of extended academic
debate, but the concepts of human rights that emerged in the redress
package are the result of hurried meetings in corridors, long nights in
hotel rooms, and constant interaction with thousands of Japanese
Canadians who provided the support and the justification for this
project. I also wish to acknowledge those dedicated bureaucrats within
the Department of the Secretary of State, who shall remain nameless here
but whose visions of justice mnot only helped bring about an honourable
settlement, but alsoc have made multiculturalism, with all its flaws, one
of the most progressive frameworks for human rights in the world.
Several points from this paper have been incorporated within a brief to
the Legislative Committee on Bill C-63 presented by the NAJC on 14 June
1990. The paper, however, and any errors or omissions it may contain,
are entirely my own. The opinions do not represent any official position
of either the NAJC or the Secretary of State.

The literature charting and critiquing the course of multiculturalism is
extensive, and will not be reviewed here. For key review articles see
Anderson and Frideres (1981, Chap. 6); Buchignani (1982); Burnet (1988);
CCCM (1976); Kelner and Kallen (1974); Peter (1981); as well as frequent
articles in Canadian Ethnic Studies. For a progressive review of
government policy see Canada, Royal Commission on Bilingualism and
Biculturalism (1970), in which the need for a multiculturalism policy is
established; Canada (1971), in which the initial policy is announced;
and recent publications (Canada 1987a; Canada, Standing Committee on
Multiculturalism 1987) in which the justification for the shift to human
rights, combined with a proposal for restructuring the Multiculturalism
Directorate, is set forward.

Section 33 (1) provides that "Parliament or the legislature of a
province may expressly declare in an Act of parliament or of the
legislature, as the case may be, that the Act or a provision thereof
shall operate notwithstanding a provision included in section 2 or
sections 7 to 15 [the sections outlining fundamental freedoms, legal and
equality rights] of this Charter."

Provision for the foundation was announced as part of the September 1988
redress agreement (Appendix A). The agreement provides for $12 million
endowed by the Japanese-Canadian community, and a matching fund of $12
million to be provided by the Government. Bill C-63, to establish the
foundation through legislation, has been tabled in Parliament and has
passed second reading. Before recessing for the summer, the Legislative
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10.

11

12.

Committee on Bill C-63 has met once, to hear a submission from the
National Association of Japanese Canadians.

Works that outline the history of Canadian racism and nativism include
Adachi (1976); Palmer (1976); Roy (1989); Sunahara (1978); Ward (1978).
For theoretical perspectives see Anderson and Frideres (1981); Hughes
and Kallen (1974); Kallen (1982).

One manifestation of this problem is the abundance of articles on
Canadian public policy (Veitch 1990 is but one example) in which the
population--and its languages and cultures--is defined as ‘'French’' and
‘English’. This dual portrayal of Canadian society is both inaccurate,
and insulting to one third of the population.

Some of the problems of census bias are outlined in a brief prepared by
the Census Committee of the CEC, and submitted to Statistics Canada in
an attempt to have the principles of the Multiculturalism Act more fully
incorporated within the 1991 Census of Canada. The brief is available
from the CEC.

This reference, based on the translation in Kobayashi and Mackenzie
(1989, frontispiece) of Marx (1946), translates the term 'Menschen' in
the original as 'people’.

‘Race’ and '‘race relations’' are used with inverted commas, both to
stress the ideological basis of any assumption that ‘races' exist as
other than the product of racism, and as a political means of
challenging such assumptions through language (see Gates 1985).

Rushton (1988) advances a controversial theory based on sociobiology to
claim that racial differences in heritable traits exist to create a
human hierarchy from ‘Mongoloid" to ‘Caucasoid’ to 'Negroid’' in brain
size and intelligence, as well as in maturation rates, personality and
temperament, sexual restraint and propensity for social organization.
For a counter-argument see Zuckerman and Brody (1988).

The theme of resistance has received increasing attention, particularly
from the perspective of ‘contemporary cultural studies’ and, with
specific reference to racism, in the work of Stuart Hall (Hall et al
1978; Centre for Contemporary Cultural Studies 1982; Hall and Jefferson
1976).

In 1941, there were approximately 23,000 Japanese Canadians, of whom
21,000 were uprooted from the 'protected zone' within 100 miles of the
Pacific coast. Those who were not moved were also stripped of civil
rights, and subjected to curfew, restriction of movement and
confiscation of possessions. By 1949, the population had undergone
natural increase of about 4,000, and about 4,000 had been 'deported' to
Japan, leaving a net population of about 23,000. The survivors, those
individuals affected by the measures, numbered about 17,000 in Canada
and Japan in 1988 (Kobayashi 1989b). For historical accounts of this
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

period see Adachi (1976); Ito (1984); Kitagawa (1985); Kobayashi (1987a,
b); and especially Sunahara (1981).

Despite the sweeping nature of the removal of civil rights of Japanese
Canadians in 1942, they and other visible minorities, including native
Canadians, had never had full civil rights, most notably the right of
franchise, and it was to be some years after World War II before all
Canadians enjoyed equal rights.

Although relatively few Canadian-born Japanese Canadians speak Japanese,
Japanese terms for generations are widely used., Issei refers to the
immigrant generation, nisei to the second generation, sansei to the
third, yonsei to the fourth, gosei to the fifth, etc.

See The New Canadian for a public disclosure of this debate. Also
instructive are the Minutes of the NAJC, which is an umbrella
organization governed by a council made up of representatives elected by
local Japanese-Canadian communities across Canada.

Weiner announced his intention to talk with the NAJC at an NAJC-
sponsored rally in Ottawa on 14 April 1988, days after his appointment
as Minister.

The details of this process are the subject of a forthcoming book by
Cassandra Kobayashi and Roy Miki.

The rally can be viewed on a powerful video by Jesse Nishihata,
available from the NAJC.

The basis for NAJC negotiation had been a seven-point proposal outlined
in a brief presented in May 1986. They requested:

1) An official acknowledgement of injustices against Japanese Canadians;
2) Constitutional measures, including revision of the War Measures Act
and the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, to ensure that the actions taken
against Japanese Canadians from 1941 to 1949 could not be taken again

against another minority group;

3) Individual compensation of $25,000 to those individuals alive today
who were the victims of the uprooting;

4) A community fund of $50 million to aid in the healing process;

5) Establishment of an independent foundation to fight racism at all
levels;

6) Restitution of citizenship to those individuals who were 'deported’
to Japan and their children;
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21.

2

7) Expunging of any criminal records that may exist as a result of
violating the special conditions - curfew, restriction of movement,
restriction of personal possessions and civil rights - imposed on
Japanese Canadians from 1941 to 1949.

The amount, while arbitrary in some respects, is $1,000 more than the
American figure of US$20,000, as a symbolic gesture to recognize that
Japanese Canadians suffered more drastic abrogations of right than
Japanese Americans.

A commissioned study, in which academics, professionals, and community
groups were consulted on their vision of the principles upon which the
foundation might be established, has not been made public by the
government.

The closest parallel to this foundation is with the Commission for
Racial Equality in the United Kingdom. Consideration of the evolution of
this official body should prove instructive for Canadians who wish to
learn from the progress and avoid the pitfalls of the fight against
racism in that country.

In 1968 the Race Relations Act was passed to "make fresh provision with
respect to discrimination on racial grounds, and to make provision with
respect to relations between people of different racial origins". There
were subsequently established a Race Relations Board, which worked
through conciliation committees to address problems of racism, and a
Community Relations Board, to "encourage" harmonious community relations
and to advise the Secretary of State on matters which "should be brought
to his attention." After much criticism of the failure of these boards
to bring about any effective solutions or policy changes (see Rex 1968),
the new Race Relations Act (1976) established the Commission for Racial
Equality.

The Commission for Racial Equality has two divisions, a law enforcement
division which relies upon strengthened anti-racism legislation rather
than conciliation, and a promotional division, which undertakes research
and programmes similar to those that would be undertaken by the new
Canadian foundation. It is significant that the change of terminology
(from 'race relations' to 'racial equality') occurred simultaneously
with the creation of a commission that, unlike the former boards, has
legal power and can realistically effect social change. (For an
excellent analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of this system see
Commission for Racial Equality 1987).

An extensive analysis of the legal and institutional differences between
Canada and Britain is obviously inappropriate here (but could, however,
represent an important item on the agenda of the new foundation). Two
broad differences are: a) the fact that the law enforcement function in
Canada is established in the Charter of Rights and Freedoms and the
Human Rights Act, administered through the Human Rights Commission and
supported by specific legislation such as the Employment Equity Act and
the Multiculturalism Act, with final interpretive power vested in the
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23.
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Supreme Court, making Canada's human rights legislation more broadly
based than Britain'’s piecemeal legislation (e.g. the Race Relations Act
(1976), the Sex Discrimination Act (1975) and, in Northern Ireland only,
the Fair Employment Act (1976)); and b) the fact that Canada is moving
to establish arm’s length foundations (which the CRE is not) that will
be less subject to changes in the political climate, and that will
address specific problems, thus adding to a rights-based legal system a
means of implementing society-based measures against discrimination.

On four occasions, UNESCO has convened experts in the field of racism to
analyze the concepts of 'race', racism and racial discrimination (UNESCO
1969; 1983). Their findings have recently been reiterated by the
European Parliament (1985), in debunking the fallacy of ’'race’ and in
couching all publications in terms that avoid its legitimation. Hence
the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination (see also Reports of the Committee on the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination.
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REDRESS: A POLITICAL PROCESS

How did a tinv minority of a mere 54,000 individuals
persuade the Canadian government to formally redress a gross
injustice committed against them 46 years previously? How did
Japanese Canadians persuade the government of Canada to
acknowledge that the treatment of Japanese Canadians during the
Second World War was so unjust that the law under which it was
done had to be changed; that an institution had to be set up to
fight racism, the underlving cause; and that compensation had to

be paid to the survivors, both collectively and individually?

The simplistic answer 1is education, organization,
leadership, and a happy coincidence in the timing of the demand
for redress with the political agenda of the government of the

day.

Behind that simplistic answer is a very complicated
scenario involving political processes on at least three levels:
first, the political process within the Japanesé Canadian
community; second, the political connections between the National
Association of Japanese Canadians (NAJC) and other Canadians,
either individually or as organized groups; and, thirdly, the
coincidence between the demand for redress and the political

goals and needs of the government of the day.

Professor Roy Miki discusses aspects -of the first
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political process in his paper today.

Japanese Canadian community

parallels within other evolving groups in Canada.

new goals,

determine the group's behavior. In

The

the case

changes within the

that accompanied redress will have

To move on to

any group must confront the limitations and fears that

of many Japanese

Canadians, seeking redress was a painful and cathartic process of

putting aside a lifetime of silence

becoming the target of bigots.

house meetings and public forums meant

could learn about

sk

natural resistance to making a target of themselves.

founded in

fears of again

An intelligent mix of private
that Japanese Canadians

redress while overcoming their

Some never

made that adjustment, and never will. For others, the fears
receded only after redress was achieved without a backlash
against Japanese Canadians. Whether that internal political
process has permanently revitalized the Japanese Canadian
community, is something only time will reveal.

Because Professor Miki 1is addressing the internal
process, this paper surveys the other two levels of political
process: the connections between the NAJC and other Canadians;
and, the coincidence of the demand for redress with the political

goals and needs of the government of

processes interrelate because they have,

the day. These two

a common goal, the

implimentation of redress without a political backlash.

It is important to note

successive federal governments recognized

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-7-15-2
il Nikkeimuseum.org

that a

that throughout the 1980's

wrong had been



done to Japanese Canadians, and that common morality demanded
that it be acknowledged. By 1984 the abuse of Japanese Canadians
was the one of the best documented abuses of civil and human
rights in Canadian history. Media coverage in the early 1980's
had made Canadians in general familiar with the story of Japanese

Cangdians during,the Second World Wﬂrr‘izgE::%hE_EpﬂkﬁﬁmEﬁ—Gf—lhEJ
o A

/" NAJC redress campalgle——that —cesverage emphasized that Japanese

Canadians were the victims of an abuse of bGhe-sevsrmmERsEs powers

under the War Measures Act and that their story had relevance for

all Canadians.

The NAJC campaign was further reinforced by
developments in the United States, where Japanese Americans had
been similarly treated during the Second World War. In December
1982, the bipartisan Commission on Wartime Relocation and
Internment of Civilians reported its findings to Congress.

Unanimously, the Commission concluded that Executive Order 9066

uprooting Japanese Americans:

"was not Jjustified by military necessity, and the
decisions which followed from it -- detention, ending
detention and ending exclusion -- were not driven by -
analysis of military conditions. The broad historical
causes which shaped these decisions Wwere race
prejudice, war hvsteria and a failure of political
leadership.”: The Commission on Wartime Relocation and
Internment of Ciwvilians, Personal Justice Denied, 1982
U.5. Government Printing Office, p.18.

The Commission went on to recommend a Congressional apology for
the wartime treatment of 110,000 Japanese Americans, Presidential

pardons for Japanese Americans convicted of violating curfew or

: : Wy = &
evacuation orders, and compensation 60,000
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survivors: $20,000 each for the loss of their civil liberties,

together with a community fund of E§DD million.

In March 1984 the NAJC redress campaign received a
similar endorsement from an all-party Parliamentary Task Force.

In a report entitled Equality Now, the House of Commons Special

Committee on Visible Minorities in Canadian Society recommended:

{a) that Parliament officially acknowledge the
mistreatment of Japanese Canadians during the Second
World War;

(b) that the Government of Canada negotiate redress of
those wrongs; and,

{¢) that Justice Canada review the War Measures Act to
propose safeguards to prevent a recurrence of similar
mistreatment.

By 1984 the real disagreement was over the form that

B =¥ edress should take. The National

Association of Japanese Canadians wanted a six part package:

(1) acknowledgment by Parliament that a wrong had been committed;

(2) reform of the Warl Measures Act; {3) destruction of the
criminal records of those convicted of disobeying the iﬁg&iﬁg%?’—tJ
orders; (4) the restoration of Canadian citizenship to those
exiled after the war; (5) seed money for an agency to fight
racism in Canada; and, (6) compensation on an individual and on a

community basis.

Only the amount of the compensation was negotiable.
The official NAJC position was that Japanese Canadians had

individually suffered the wartime discrimination wvisited

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-7-15-4
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collectively upon them and so should be compensated individually
as well as collectively. Moreover, the NAJC wanted any redress
settlement to be a negotiated settlement. An imposed settlement
would repeat the paternalism of the wartime regulations and would
continue the suggestion that Japanese Canadians were second class

citizens: Interviews with members of the NAJC Strategy Committee,

Not all Japanese Canadians agreed with the official
position. Some, as Professor Miki has discussed, did not think
individual compensation was politically wviable. Some felt that
the fact of acknowledgment outweighed any compensation. They
were willing to accept a symbolic community settlement that would
acknowledge the wrong without generating any backlash against
Japanese Canadians. The state of the Canadian economy, they
felt, made individual compensation impossible and undesireable:

Ibid.

In its final weeks in power, the government of Pierre
Trudeau officially responded to the Task Force Report. David
Collennette, the Minister of State for Multiculturalism, stated
that the Trudeau government "regretted" the derivation and
hardship suffered by Japanese Canadians during the Second World
War. However, he continued, no apology would be forthcoming
because an apology would "retroactively condemn the legitimate
actions of the Canadian government.": as quoted in the "Editorial

Page", The Province, June 24, 1984. A five million dollar

contribution to a charitable foundation to combat racism was all

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-7-15-5
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the Trudeau Government was prepared to offer: "Of Shame and

Sorrow", The Globe and Mail, June 22, 1984. On his last day in

office, Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau rejected redress as an

attempt to rewrite history by an act of compensation: House of

Commons, Debates, June 29, 1984 at 5308. Speciously he raised the

example of the expulsion of the Acadians, and stated that redress

for Japanese Canadians would open the floodgates of historiecal
W@s Given the Trudeau government's own use in 1970 of

the War Measures Act, the law that made "legitimate" the wartime_1éh

abuse of Japanese Canadians, it may not have been clalmst

4= past Canadian governments that really concerned the Prime

Minister.

The press and minority groups across Canada reacted
negatively to the apparent rejection of the Task Force
recommendations by the Trudeau government: See "Rhetoric or

reality”, The Sun June 22, 1984, p. A4; "Internees optimistic new

PM will make cqmpensation offer", The Globe and Mail July 5,
e = MW

1984. " Priome—Migrister John Turnep} quickly indicated that he

favoured "symbolic" compensation for Japanese Canadians and set

up a meeting with Art Miki, President of the NAJC: 1Ibid and "PM

starts with ‘clean sheet' on Japanese compensation”, The Globe

and Mail, July 6, 1984. Nothing, however, came of that meeting,

and Prime Minister Turner was defeated 1in a general election a

few months later.

The reactions to the statements of the Trudeau

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-7-15-6
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government ﬁﬁﬂi::gﬁ;gz;gﬁiigggééggﬂﬂ that redress was no longer

only a Japanese Canadian matter. The facile comments of the
Trudeau government stood in stark contrast to its statements on
the Charter of Rights and Freedoms and its rationale for its
multicultural policg. The press highlighted this inconsistancy
and “+e=SW that redress for Japanese Canadians had signifigance

for all Canadian minorities. Shortly after Collennette's

ann%&cement The Globe and Mail commented:

"That the Government of Canada can be held accountable
for is sequestration of Canadians and their property is
a principle which is vital not only to those who have

suffered from its betrayal but to all Canadians. “We
must never forget,' as Mr. Trudeau said in 1969, ‘that
in the 1long run a democracy 1is judged by the way the
majority treats a minority.' Yesterday!'g victims were

Japanese Canadians; tomorrow's could be some other
community.": "Of Shame and Sorrow", The Globe and Mail,
June 22, 1984.

Minority groups had made the same connection between
the treatment of Japanese Canadians and their own vulnerability.
Jews, Chinese and East Indians had all experienced racism in
Canada. Ukrainians had experienced similar internment policies
during the First World War. For the newer arrivals, the Japanese
Canadian story raised memories of the capricous governments from
which they had fled. But at this stage there was no coordinated
reponse, no common link, onp—the=issus—rf——Tedrees between Japanese
Canadians and other minorities, or with individuals and groups

interested in civil and human rights.

The election of Brian Mulroney's Conservative majority

&

on September 4, 1984 raised both hopes and fears«iﬂ%glhe redress

3
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campaignﬁA};s Leader of the Opposition Mulroney had soundly

rebutted Trudeau's position on redress: House of Commons,

Debates, June 29, 1984 at 5377.. GET BRIAN'S REPLY His
passionate reply raised the hope that the Prime Minister
”ﬁ@?ﬁﬂﬁziiﬁﬁiﬁﬁ%ﬂrfﬂ meaningful redress. On the other hand the
state of Canada's economy, and the demands of the fiscal

reformers in the Conservative party, made it clear _,that thege

could be considerable opposition taZ?ﬁg?ﬁ?Ej:?ﬁf;Lress.

Mulroney's Ministers of State for Multiculturalism,
e dgh not appear to shareﬂftheir leader's enthusiasm.
Mulroney's first Minister of State for Multiculturalism, Jack
Murta, bungled the issue. *3&ﬂi2§£;; hefﬁﬁﬁiﬁgiathat redress
should be a negotiated matter. He then -s=gwmtm set up meetings
with the NAJC. When Art Miki and his Strategy Committee arrived
at the first meeting, which they presumed would be devoted to
setting up a schedule for the subsequent negotiations, they found

themselves faced with a take-it-or-leave-it offer of a 56,000,000

community fund. 41In the face of Murta's failure tg negotiate, the

-
discussions with the NAJC collggggafx\\ ; Jé,?‘f

Murta then compounded his b#llving tactics with a

political error. At 4:00 PM on@ in January 1985 the 5'.£
Conservative House Leader requested a meeting with the House
Leaders of the other parties to coordinate thejtgkpsf-reuﬂingﬁgaa%

next day of a bill providing redress to Japanese Canadians. The

proposed redress was a S6 million!itrUSt fund
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B e—tho—dapanmese —CaRadian. community. % The = . John
Turhez—gnd Ed-Breseddsent inplied_ Lisetstiremsil] had @ appromﬂgﬂfﬁ\{b

e -
Japalese-Canadians . /d“/"é 4

arrived at Ed Broadbent's office

Fortunately, the
during an meeting between Broadbent and Art Miki. Miki was 4~
the—rorese=myf informing Broadbent of the refusal of Jack Murta

to negotiate., Miki had already given that information to John

Tu
misreprese tio hat MewEg was acting with the consint of tBE:EEJJ

A (Corrcer
NAJC. Broadbent and Miki a3 Knew thaﬁ;:}nce a bill%@%

et gy rgrrf—mnli— 3 community fund was before Parliament, it

would be impossible to stop its progress. The best the New

Efr earlier 1in the day. . .

Democrats could do for Japanese Canadians would be ggggﬁrce the
government to raise the amount of the fund. A bill %;-fm

community fund would kill any hopes for iiijv'dual compensation.

=

Matedenlturalism, both the Liberals and the N?w Democrats refused
W
to cooperate in the introduction of % bill.

In view of the

Murta's attempt to force a community fund on Japanese

Canadians served only to undermine his political credibility with

the Liberals and Conservatives. He destroved his credibility

with the Canadian public shortly afterwards on national

television. When guestioned by television journalist Barbara
ades2

Frum about his statement thaf‘éhﬁqsettlement would be negotiated,

Murta replied that he had not meant "negotiation" but

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-7-15-9
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"consultation": Interview with Art Miki.

In 1985 Murta was replaced by Otfo Jelnick and et by
David Crombie. The first meetiﬁgfiith Ottm-jélnick got off to a
bad start when Jelnick remarked that he understood the NAJC's
problem because ;he too was an immigrant. "That is the prubleQLlu

a9 - avid Crombie

a community fund wes

Art Miki replied, "We are not immjgrantg
v aacaeA (Aogoeo L
matters progressed marginally. e

ragged to 512 million and

government's ij;i;%;zi to by
Measures AGE;} ; : - —

compensation

ffer c

NAJC  wetcommwbesmco| of the

ng in legislation to replace the War

catagorically refused to discuss

Interviews with Art and Roy Miki.
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JAPANESE CANADIANS

September 19, 1991

Ms. Ann Sunahara
Ottawa, Ontario ’

Dear Ann:
Please accept this complimentary copy of Justice In Our Time from

the NAJC and the authors, in appreciation for your special
contribution to the publication of this book.

Sincerely,

:f 4 ?-"’L F
Art Miki
President

Encl.
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