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%2 CANADIAN COMMITTEE FOR DEMOCRACY

K 84 GERRARD ST. E., TORONTO «
J

TELEPHONE AD. 2547 o

July 30th, 1947,

Dear Friend:

On July 18, 1947, the Government announced the appointment of a Claims Com=-
mission which by Order-in-Council, P,C. 1810, is authorized to investigate
only those claims for losses which arise from any failure of the Custodian
to excerise reasonable care in the management of evacuee property.

Such narrow terms of reference limits drastically the number of claims

which can be considered by the Commissioner and totally ignores the basic
reason for evacuee losses,

The Co-operative Committee and the JCCD have always stressed to the
Government the main fact that the economic losses suffered by the Japanese
Canadians was by reason of the forced evacuation,

Under the present terms, loss through sale of fishing boats and gears,
owner's forced sale of porperty, sale of property at assessed valuation
as well as numerous other losses arising out of the evacuation could not
be considered by the Commissioner.

The Co-operative Committee has written the Prime Minister requesting an
interview with him in order to present the views of fhe committee on
this matter.

The subject of the Claims Commission will be thoroughly discussed by the
various representative Japanese Canadian organizations at the National
Conference to be held in Toronto on August 30th to September 1st, 1947,

The JCCD. will do its utmost with the co-operation of all Japanese
Canadian organizations and the Co-operative Committee until fair and just
restitution is made by the Government for economic 1lOSSES suffered by the
evacuees by reason of the forced evacuation,

Yours sincerely,

JCCD,

George Tanaka, Chairman.
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STATEMENT FOR THE PRESS
ISSUED BY THE
CO-OPERATIVE COMMITTEE ON JAPANESE CANADIANS

July 24, 1947,

The terms of the Order-in-Council impose an impossible burden on claimants, Before the

d a cent of compensation, he must be satisfied that the Custodi=-
onable care in disposing of the properties,

The claimants have never based their case for compensation on the

todian wha in most if not in all cases may be presumed to have don

€ the best possible in
the eircumstances, However

Many hundreds ef claims cannot even be considered by the Commissioner, for the prcperties
were lest or dispmsed of Ar hagd seriously depreciated before the Custodian
take charge, These losses arise no less

Congress by the American Government which provides for compensation for Japanese Americans
for all losses naturally and reasonably flowing from the evacuation orders, In this ine
stance the Canadian Govermment in contrast to the American Government is doing less than
Justice, Nor do the proposed terms of reference implement the promises made by the Prime
Minister himself when on January 24th, 1947 he stated that, "to ensure the fair treatment
promised in 1944 the Government is prepared in cases where it can be shown that a sale was
made at less than a fair market value to remedy the injustice,” The terms of the Commis-
sion will deprive those whose property was sold at less than the fair market value of com—
pensation unless they can show that the Custodian acted carelessly, The injustice refer-
red to by the Prime Minister will not be remedied unless the order is amended,

Nor do the terms of the reference comply with the recommendation of the Public Accounts
Committee which was approved by Parliament., This Committee recommended that a Commission
be appointed to inquire into claims for losses which resulted from the amount being re=

ceived by claimants being less than the fair market value of fheir property at the time of
sale or loss,

Under the present order if the Custodian shows to the Commissioner that he made reasonable
inquiries and did the best that he could in the circumstances, the Commissioner can allow
Do compensation, although the sales are far below the fair market wvalue,

It is still not too late for the Government to change its mind, We are writing to the

Prime Minister urging that his former promise of remedying the injustice be fully imple-
mented,

The Camnittee cannot rest nor should the people of Canada be satisfied until the Govern-
ment of Canada have reversed its policy, and done full justice,
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