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o ny a Japanese Canadian from days preceding World War II, the term "Jap" has
Alwaye .,..“ b ~artaj ~ Oy -~ - . . ¢ . . 5
lways had a certain, unexplainable, but a penetrating sting. The first time that I
experienced ;

d that sting was immediately after "Pearl Harbor", I was then in the first
grade, At one recess time, a boy pointed at me and said out loud, "here's a Jap". As
young as I was, being a hyper-sensitive child, I, for the first time in my life, sensed
dmmd» to them, I was different, inferior, unwanted, and worst, an enemy. The child pos-
sibly could not have realized what he was doing to me but most probably his vmdmﬁwm.acmd
3w<m been discussing "Japs" frequently at hgme}, thus, breeding racial discrimatory
thoughts in the innocent child's mind. This was only the mild prelude of what led to
many others such as "ya dirty yellow Jap", etec, and even to physical abuses by older
boys against whom I fought back with all my small physical might.

wﬁmﬂd from these experiences in a child's world, I recollect the curfew which was
then imposed upon the Japanese, I remember the terror I used to feel at the prowl cars

coming around in the evenings for surveillance in the place I was born. That W/#4the tiny

()
)

O

ipanese fishing village of Celtic Cannery which was situated on the o5 bank of the
ghty Fraser, a few miles upriver from the University of British Columbia. I also re-
member the countless Japanese fishing {fessels assembled (to be auctioned off at frac-
tional prices or to be confiscated) in our village from other villages, such as, Ladner,
Marpole, and Steveston to be sent away elsewhere "en masse" including our own village's

boats,.The majority of Celtic's inhabitants also were seut away vy early spriug of 1ji.¢,
1eaving behind most of their property intact.

Soon later, it was our turn to leave. With a minimum of belongings we moved into
Hastings Park; Vancouver's Pacific National Exhibition grounds wnich then were the tempo-
rary detention point for all Jananese being shipped into interior British Columbia.
Having been housed there in converted animal stalls for a few weeks, we proceeded to
Slocan. This was just one of the "relocation centres" among many others such as: Green
Wood, Kaslo, Lemon Creek, New Denver, Roseberry, Sandon, and Tashme, to name most of
those I remember from boyhood. The trip to Slocan on a C.P.R. train was slow, tiring, and
the food was bad by Canadian standard ---- such as, unbuttered, drying bread with bologna
and cheap fruit cake which I distinctly remerber, I swallowed with difficulty. After this
experience and the bitter ones in <m:oos<mwth5muOMHma wilderness of the Slocan valley
was a refreshing, welcome sight. From the train, we immediately moved into army tents
erected in forest clearings where deer skirted and bears roamed. Then, by early autumn we
left the tents to move into better living quagers built by an army of Japanese "iastant"
carpenters. Most of men there later engaged in logging{,while the women kepi home§, and
the children were restored in school (also built by the Japanese men) by early 19u3. The
energetic and industrious majority of the men felt their unproductiveness, and searched
for ways and means to busy themselves so as not to waste their leisure. However, I, even
as a child, knew their deep resentment for the prohibition and fine imposed against them
for fishing, when the Slocan Lake and the numerous streams in the vicinitly abounded in
varicus game fish. In this way for four years, we lived out the war.

By early 1946, my hard working and good father had decided to quit Canada. Being a
naturalized Canadian, having lived here for fifty-two years, and having lost practically
all his hard earned Uwowmwﬁ<ma:ma now completely lost faith and hope in Canada. His cnly
Wish now was to return to his birthplace and meet his second son, his favorite, who had
gone there in early 1940 to seck success in the field of electricity for which he had
studied so hard and.so long in Canada and U.S. without reward. To him, went my father
(with two mwmamwm%ﬂuﬁ myself) aboard a U.S. Troop transport, arriving in Uraga (Kurihama)
in June 1746. But, theJapan that we hopefully went to, was a sorrowful, distressing, and
disgusting place. The only Japan that I knew of was orderly, disciplined, and courteous
(despite the intense militarism) back in 19L0 when I first began my schooling there. How-
ever, now, there was nothing but chaos. Fizhting for seats on the trains, hordes forced
themselves in through the windows, or bullies squashed others against the sides, pick-
pockets infested the packed coaches, gangs raided to wrest away 1licht luggages, and the
view outside the train windows was a rep@tition of bomberavaged homes, schools, and fac-
tories. To further completely dampen our spirit, and to our father's great heart break,
his favorite, dear son had been killed in action in Burma, in September 19L4Li. Despite

these crushing blows, we did our best to adapt to prévailing conditions. I attended the
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"LWlm,,‘ _mw.wh_ *h 1954. Then, \til March 1958——vhen I, at last decided to ve
vanada a "whirl"-—T d for the U.S. Air F > as an interpreter at a nearby air
yase.

Gratefully and politely declining offers for better sitions within the U.S. Air
Force, I returned to Vancouver in mid-lMay 1958, in the mid: d om a recession and i3y-offs
Day in and day out, I "pounded" the streets seeking employment while gardening in be-
tween to earn sustenance. ﬂwamwwﬁu in July, I had found a shipper's job with Brooke
wo:u J 1a, only to be lai loqm n mid-November, I learned later that another man
\a WASP) was seeking employment w;aﬁmh and he had been given my job. Ever frantic-
Ally, I searched for L:k zoawwwo: but in vain, However, fortunately, I was entitled
Lo some une ployment ber iefits, the reby narrc Wwly Gmu..ﬂmw spared the humiliation of the
Salvation Army's U sement as my sleeping quarter, In late February of 1959, I had

et out once more to oound the streets of Vancouver and its surrounding areas but no
SUcCess was to be found. Soon, I learned the cold hard fact that most firms have only
4 Ulny Or no hiring quotas for "Orientals! o £y 2 \

o B W | - - i
LO e wen without this ceravi

nad sensed enough of +"® ever, still persistant anti-Japanese clima
tné irequent usage of "Jap™ even among see
o
-

A;.i sSa m‘VUO#._:..“.\..._u :du H
, not to mention
=mingly respectable and Ta ﬁwa "ladies and

'S

cr @

q:dJ emen™, In spite of the great phical love (for the cli :mde the majestic

J &=
ountains, the rivers, the ocean, and the deep coves) I have for Vancouver, I knew now
nat I needed to leave British Columbia. Therefore, I had struck out for Montreal

nere two brothers had lived sirnce 194, After three days, and three nights, on board
the C.P.R.'s "The Canadian", I arrived in Montreal on 18 April 1959. In two weeks,
I had found suitable mﬂowoxjmdd and have lived here since.

To me, it is not surprising nor horrifying to see South Africa or Rhodesia stir up

trouble with their extreme policies. Even here at home in gﬁgmmmu a supposedly demo-

cratic and civilized country, whose laws are based on Christian beliefs and principles,

one of the governments has dealt with the Japanese unjustly . ;m@ an_absolute, tyrrani-
cal hand in collaboration with West Coast racists whose onlyAw ,FfHMmcquwmw\ow res-

own:% enemy aliens (the enemy treatment was bad enoush) but ﬁmﬁjmw to expel us from
tish Columbia on racial grounds
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Q_H.gch;u of QJiJth,na in British C .
The rezsna B o = ] f 1] : .

o Son for so many and practically 211 of the Japanese in

'S S0 Concentrzted in British Columbig before the second Vorld

- J

- g ol -n__n R . 3 -SR] Y o » o 3 )
‘T 18 1%s proximity to Japan --- the first boint reached with the least

Ui

Honey exnenditur. Véry Fow FARLEAS M3 erant : - : Z
QHEY €Xpenditure: . ,\._L.\ Iew Japanese 1mmigrants had w on arrivel cny

1 ¥hich to go elsevhere 2nd what they made wes nesded to establi

British Columbia enabled them to find ready means of making 2 living, Brji

. \J. . - S - ™ ~ s . .
1sh Columbia was particularly attractiv € to the Japanese because it not

sh

.;11...1u sl S Lig » ¥ N .. : - -
“nehselves or help relatives in Japen, mpawﬁuusmw~%u the economic life of

only shzred in the Canadizn boom of 1896 to 1911 when over 2 billion dollars

of British capital poured into the Uojyzdo: out 21so because it vas too

remote from the eastern seaboerd and thus free of being run over bythe low
standard of living Central Zuropeans coming to Canada, To the Japanese,
1.1

“n€ province had a peculiar charm —-- agreeable climate and incomparable

mountain Sceneries, its waters teen ming with various Species of fish like

in the homeland, and valleys beautiful like those they remember from thejr

birthplaces,

friction between the concentrated Javanese and the Occidentals
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The Occidentals! feelines of ﬁ:nw.ﬁ:wdu fear 2nd “.,,o_wf..._.u.rgo.«‘ tow=r

Orientals prior to Yorld Var IT goes back even to the Yuken gold rush days,

These feelings stem from the assumed low standard of living (never always,

but in many cases true), wsmwmmamHmdMH4¢% due to cultural znd raedalrdiff-

erences, and in particular case of the Japanese, a fear that the Japane

imrigrants end their children were loyal to the Emperor of Japan, that the

L

immigrants vere purposely sent to Cenada as a pro jected military campaign

i i .
for eventual control of Canads threugh the "peaceful penetration’ .
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'hat is %o say, they tended to crowd out the whitss in indusiry

and mercantile occupations. The Japanese monopolized production of small
o 1 + o ) ‘J.T Y a b E~-T ST O™ 1 1 i
fruits, hot-house v 2getables, and had a tight hold on wholesale-retail

Jau L -4 # L > . .

113%r1ibution of other commodities of the fertile acre age along the Fra

i

allev Al s thew cnrmmrtaad +h % :
valley. Also, they comprised the larerest racial groun engaged in scm2 of

LY b R v o il L . . - 3 0 o
1€ mMOST 1mportant brenches of the fishing industry. The fishermen were
ususlly very skillful and daring in their exploits of the se2 as this writer

recalls his own brother who was outsts nding even among his own people.
Further, on the west coast of Cansda, there had been a long

p . de -} s ~ £ — ~ . -
established fear of en attempnted Japanese invesion should war come to the

acific (there had been thick rumours of Japsnese naval officers infiltrating

e

T e g i | 3 = P —_—— el -~ 3
ritish Columbia and working on the numerous Japasnese Cznadian owned

—

fishing vessels in preparation for eventual outbreak of hostilities) and
equally long established desire on part of certain individuals and groups for
an op tunity to rid the Japanese for good from British Columbia. The attack

on Pearl Harbour created the anticipated dangerous situztions 2nd slso crezted

(D

l.

an opportunity. All these factors raised strong public opinion immediately

= ¢

12t it

)]
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c

he attack t t the governmental machinery into motion resulting

)

after
in the great u<maswavo: of all Jzpanese living 2long the west cozst of Rritish
Columbia,

After fighting broke out in China in 1937, relations of Britain,
Cznadaz, 2nd the United States with Japen worsened pregressively and charges

vere repeatedly being made that there were infiltrations of Japanese from

Japan which might threaten the internal security of British Columbia and the
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inveshigations and took census of the Japanese,

Official Dominion Census
L.ZDD 1941

e R e s T —— —— e ——

Canadian born 14,119 )
Naturalized Canadian 9,459 )
apanese Nationals 5,924 )
U.S. Citizens 22 )
Total 23,224

Children up to 19
Youths (20 - 34)
Middle Aged (35- °
01d (60 and over)

Location of Japansse Majority - 1941

o e g et
10 .Hl.,,.;.:.,..wu@

A3.4% female
56,6% male
st main
39% 50%
23% 24%
59) 31% 25%
| Th _11%
100% 100%

———— e — s
—— ———— e —am

f1most 22,000 lived in B. C., majority resident along B.C. coast
and up the Fraser wwgwd Valley. 2£bout half lived in cities znd large towns.

They were concentrated in:

(1) Fishing along coastal waters of southern

B.C. and Vancouver Island,

with related occupation of cannery vork and boat- gswwuu:m.

(2) Logging and mill work along B.C. coast.

(3) Growing vegetables and sm21l fruits along Fraser Vallsy,

l

ants, dry-cleaning, teilor, grocery and wdcwd stores, gardening

(4) Miscellzneous smz1ll business and occupetion in < ncouver and Victoria -
restauran
and domestic. service.
Japanese Occupation St

. ——— e, et oy = ————— e — g R -

-._\‘

In twenty years preceding 1941, number of Japaneseyfishing and
lumber industry in B.C. declined with corresponding increase in agriculture

and mermufacturing.

Percentage. of gainfully employed Japanese (14 years =nd Over)

(2) Compared to tot2l gzinfully emoloyed
in various industries

-——— i e

—

Fishing Hm.oﬁ
Lumbering B« lde
Labor 5.1%
Agriculture 3.9%
Manufacturing 2.5/0

(b) 2ccording to distribution
in various industries

16.3%
8. 3%
14, 7%
18.8%
13.,4%
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(a) (b)

wwu¢w- 2.4% 8.4%
>ervices H.@mw HM.@U..N

Iransoort %
Balign L oy -9/ 2.9%
Cler 1cal oA .
< SO e Dot L AT o N.\o 2 Hﬂu
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In 211 industries 2.8% Miscellaneous 2.,2%
G o Py . R DR g e
Comparable fig.1931 3,9% 100. 0%
A fter Paar] Haz rbour
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rSnTLhe: raciric war finally broke out, the Japanese problem

became a2 federal concérn for the first time 2s this large concentration of

.
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Japanese in BEritish Columbia me-nt a potential menace to the 1

up, the swift seizure of all Japaness fishing vesSels —-— more than 2 thousand

~-—- made within a week or few immediately following declaration of war,

I'nis writer as a child of eight distinctly remembers the "horde" of unfamiliar
o...u - i =t - . - - - - - .
fishing vessels of all types snd sizes assembled in our tiny fishing village

-

of Cel

S ~rnnNo - ~ . L S —— - e wr
tic Cznnery on ﬁdm mﬁrmww.dwwowm being towed away elsewhere. Another

T i

precautionary measurefwes to deprive the Jepanese of 211 paraphernalia that
might be used for sabotage --- surrender of all fire arms, explosives, automo-

biles, cameras and radio equipment.

After these drastic operations came an eve greater \_.\m.hﬂ.n. The

e from the Pacific co2st and settling them in construc-
C

\
tion camps, farms, or in the ghost tovns of the interior became mzm*dm:mmm.w

91

removal of the Japzne

-

toughest wartime assignments. In the spring of 1942, British Columbia had

to execute this wartime task dwarfing 211 others in some respect. To carry

out this immense task, the British Columbia Security Commision was apnointed

by the Order-in-Council P.C. 1665 on March 4, 1942, comprised by:
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- Fustin Taylor (Vancouver industrialist
and ex-army officer
Assistant Commissioner— F.J. Mead Aw.o.z.v.v

T ~ M - = . o e Ty o . . .
Stant ~ommissioner-  John Shirras (B.C, Provincial Police

__JJ.- - - S - 0 L . . . 3 3
(his body was 2lded by an advisory committes of twenty British

il :

~ Saad Wt ¥ : oS A gt T 311 1Y¢
113 commission functioned under -ah¥sority and super-
L_. B2 % al .w - - T N - [e . - 5 - 3 D
fedaeral | LII1SGer ot d..r,f::ﬁv rnon, Hu 1] ..,:.n.< WW,_-wu‘.qd.,_.uW_.,_. and Ueput

..|v..,.- f._.“ 1.-)._1<\..\;- My e . . - (IR ] o
xKinister, A,J, Ceheméras “This commigsion "8s to finally carry out this secur-

1Ly measure, one of the greatest compulsory mass migration in Canada's history

which for 3 while threateneg to dislocate a few of British Columbia's most

vital M:uzwwhwwm.

‘mqmoamrwo:ow.gm@m:omm from Protecteq Areas

e ——————— - e ——————

1Y - - -
the primary function of the B.C

. Security Commission was to plan,

Supervise, ang direct the evacuetion from %he Protected =recs AQOmmﬁmH zones)

2nd to nrovide for housing, feedine care and protection of such evacuces

dwwﬁwzmewﬁu the evacuation wes intended only for €nemy aliens but was extended

to all Japanese except mzw»wwm:my Japanese marriad to other races, the hosnita-
lized, the quﬁwmo:mmu and the asylum vatients, The remainder of aporoximately

21,000 were evacuzied by the Comrission Assisted by the R.C.M.P Thajirp

sustodian of Alien Pronarty fer nro-

The evacuztion of the Japanessa excluding the few hundred in deten-
bion and in sznitoriums ves carried cut from /pril 1942 =s follows:

74 | .

ssed through Vancouver!'s Hestings Park clearine center to
terior Housing Centers,

5,600 — direct from Fraser V:slley %o Alberta énd lizniteba sugar best work,
Z 510 - direct from their homes to the interior mo:mw:m Centears,
5,000 - left voluntarily to self-supnorting projects and employment,

2,150 -~ Wwent to road camps in British Columbia and COntario,

* e 2 Martham . i
\wo - went to u-.ﬁ.._r.\\wﬁ.._):g_l.bﬂ in ..C._.;.r?\h.u O:#DWHO.
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The sick, aged,y/families of interneces 2nd men in road camps were

1pporving in the transition period. Thers veras other thousends

who were unsble or unwilling imnediately, for a variety of reasons, to take

N

- S L o = 4 - l-..\.;). .—I.l;d. . By . .

ap new life in interior British Columbia or east of the Rockies. For these,
4 1. a Y |n,.. - - o - 5 - " e 3 » . -

the Lommlssion provided housing and other community services in six old

Slocan City,

T e g2 e b S xe b < iy S L ST A
New Denver, Roseberry, Sendon and Kaslo. Two completely new towns were

established on leased land in sutumn of 1942 —-- Teshme (near :oonv
Lemon Creek (near Slocan City).

These temporary Housing Centers were popularly termed "ghost towns"
-—— at one time thriving mining towns. The influx of 12,000 Japanese re-
activated these arees., To receive the evacuees, the Commission built with
Japanese crews under white superintendents, 1,100 small houses for one larg

family or two small families, M=ny large 2bandoned buildings in towns were

renovated and re-equipped into apartments, bunk houses for bachelers, offices

b b

hospitals, and schools. New schools, staff hoises 2nd hospitals were con-

AT ~

structed principa2lly at Tashme, Lemon Creek, Slocan,and New Denver by soring

These Housing Centzers were for temporal accommodations but the

W

policy was to operate them as nearly as possible to normal communities. Each
town was supervised by an Occidental suparvisor ¥ with one or more assistants

v

and staffed by Japanese. There were 2lso Occidental velfare and treasury

.l,

, s W smnloved as d ists
officers, doctors, and nurses. The Japanese were employed as doctors, dentists,

optometrists, nurses,

teachers, clerks, cooks, construction and maintensnce

Lr
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u ol g 1 1ans, plumbers, etc. The schools were run by
provincizl curriculum in E .
| i, v .diNo L L UL 41 ! (T - i .NJ;\ gl e I 't -
et kfvyuojv Stalfzad by ;;:u_m_ﬂw trained L.wm:awm
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veacnars, 1hNe veariona hAsed o bR AT
'rious Christian churches held regular services in all t

centers, snd took charge of high school =nd «indergarten education. The
..m.\u.._..mu. took _m\ft,,,..\..\w of s curi HC\ b estab] L;Tu:m *heck noint 1t the few
outlets from the 1ntainous valleys of the sett] 't s - all adults were
required to carry travel permits, About tventy percent in the settlzments
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_,.fu...l.. .ﬁlo Jo.._lli,l\.\ll 'S ~
ired full maintenance and another twenty, partially at provincial relief
I ..\‘ - =3 S - g

rates. For these 21s o : : .
g these 2150, freg housing, fuel, light, medical care,and specizl

allowance for medicins ang clothing were made. Since little food was produced

in the locality, it was shipped in., Local stores as
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he Commission also ran its own stores,

To reducz esh maintenanc

Y
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and provide excellent farm training

for the future, all Japanese were encourased %o maiy 1t2in private garden lots.,

T.
& . gm (hr - - - -
ow@w was grovn in addition

(As this writer recalls, every conceivable type of

(."i"

to rzising of chicken and rabbits). The Commission itself overzted farms at

s for the

)
e
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few towns employing Japanese who also took charge of rai:
government,

Project, the bulk of employable men were engaged in the forest industry to aid

in Canada's need for manpower in essentizl industries. Therefore, besides
construction lumb and fuelwood for the settlements, saw logs, fence posts,

railroad ties, etc. were produced znd sold through the regular merket channels

in British Columbia and @n the prairies.
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On February 5
was dis SOlv 2d a fte r ha Vi
coast.to the Housing Cent
J_,.. 51sl O_,;,— 1mbia or Eo 31
far 5t 2s Montreal, 1n
idministration was muﬂow
Commissioner
Aﬁmm.u
Manit
Edvisory Comm
i n
It n
The head office for Japan
offices in Nelson, B.C.,

the Selective Service in
bia, ZEastern Canada's Y,
and social workers aided
the Japanese who were end
community 1lifs, These bo
other community organizzt

advice on any problenms,

Prairie wmﬁ: mqmnm;) -

————a - —

In May 1942,

b !

s 1943, the British Columbia Security Cormission
g successfully evacuated all Japanese from the Pacifie
ers, or to self- supporting projscts in interior
gar veet farms on the prairies, or to communities as
place of the Commis 31on, another body for Japanese
eds
of Japanese Placement George Collins
tant Deputy Minister of Publjc Vorks of
oba)
ittee Ceorge wmmwmo:
(B.C. Labour Minister)
Dr. L, Hodgins
Commander, R.C.Y.P.
Vancouver
>seé Placement was éstablished in Vancouvar with branch
Lethbridge, Alberta, Vinnipeg, "nitoba, Fort Villiams
ntreal, P.Q. These worked in close cooperation with

placing Japanese in employment outside British Colum-

»,C.A., Y.¥W.C.,A,, and voluntary committees of church
in looking zfter the welfars and accommodation of
eavoring to re-establish themselves in normal

dies encouragsd the Jzpanese to join churches and
ions and gave emercency assistance when ill, and

a formal agreement was signed by the British Columbia
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2eCUTy Lommission With Alberts (ex hange of letters made with If nitoba to
|..JU e il).......\nl.w.hu . . o . . . ~ . S
the same eff ct) to bring in J panese families with tarming experience to
w1~ . all -
"OrK 1n the ugar beet fields provided that:
(a) B.C. Security Commission Would provide wwameOﬁmmﬁMojw
welfare and supervision,
m™ s .ﬂ.; e ks = i - . - - -
Aﬂuv L2 C‘._.”L,.__»(.,vj,w W ( .,un“aw J.WW 3] ._.ud..ﬁ.v..\\w_\..m 4l T,.m“.-.‘*....ur..w_...u.._-u:h..rnw .1.W W«um
regular pey rate,
1 -~ — - e St s .~
AOV The Japanese would be removad eiter t he war should the

Province so demand

and placement offices establishad =2t Lethbrideze 2

3 g8 and Winnipeg to swervise
the Japansse in each province, They arrsnged vlacement of newcomsrs and

ransfers, provided welfara 3ervices, and trouble-shooti;

s

- Nt L

Weres meinly concentrated on Sugar beet work, but they 2lso ha2lped in ecer 1
farm operations, Meny elderly farmers with sons in the war testified that
they would heve been lost had it not been for the J2pansse, Others, such as
cdmners end packers had found them Very useful to process farm products,

Es such, the Japarese nlayed an important part in sugar bee
production in Alberta 2nd Menitoba since 1942, They provided forty to fifty
percent Amdozd m<movooo ﬁ@ﬁdrv of th2 labor force in the production of sugar
beet, They had won reputation ﬁdw.m:g;mwww and integrity, Some for various

reasons were unable to make s living at it so were permitted other employment
in Alberta or were relocated to eastern Cenada, Sometimes troubles were elimi-
nated by rotating the farmers by bringing in new families from British Columbia,

During winter of Hm&mueohu‘ the Commission supported many Japanese

ufficient eernings. From 200 to 300 men from Alberta and Manitoba

due to in:

Ui
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-Ng in uN€ Spring Lo farm work. This was repeated in the vinter of 1943 - 1944,

1s time. about SO0 wor macPrs s - : Rat
this time, about 500 men went to bush work. As a.result of this and better

W 7o ¢ < o 3 2 £ = - . - - e e
wages, only ten to fifteen percent of Jepansse on the prziries required par-
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tial m=2intencence,
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8 lor the Jepanzse children cn the prairies, there were about

= L Y 37 - + Y , R ] . . [
1500 of them at the time. In the autumn of 1942, the B.C. Security Commission

-~k el aled=], ._.l..), re L B - A - 34 3 3
arranged for the evacuee children to attend local schools and provided finan—

=T o L T
cial assistance,
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hundred Japanese, mostly young women also obtained winter

RAF % : & 9 £ B —_ o : . L . . . . . -
work in the towns 2nd cities of the prairies engaging chiefly in domestic
service. The Japenese vere in demand for miscellzneous industries as well.

ne summer of 1943 a group of experienced Japansse were emploved in fish

crocessing in northern Alberta. Others vere employed at salt depcsits in

The population status of the Japanese @n the prairies a2s of 1944:

ananese on Prairies

1642 18453 1944

—— et

Jen, 1 July 1 Jen, 1 July 1 Jan, 1 July 1

e T R — . - . — - —— e e D e I U, S —

srta 534 3,160 3,231 3,420 3,469 3,569

T
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Saskatchewan 100 1350 129 17T 15% 143

,oba 50 1,080 1,084 1,110 1,094 1,123

———————— s S A i D - o ———— e s e 1|II-N1I|

Total 654 4,370 4,444 4,707 4,716 4,8%5
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Relocation and Employment in Eastern Canada

The policy of the government wes that undue concentration of the
Y M L

to antipathy at social and economic levels,

Japanese on the Pacific coast led
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Wa s u;“..,&...:udu.m\ Q_u.ra).‘m.m.ozurﬁ to carry out, mﬂd.‘,..‘.u.@.vw;u a .,n\ﬁf.,\.m start had been
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sy the Japanese ¥ere to be paid prevailing wages and
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W thousand to the

E - h ] ) J_ - L . C .q. = L s - - 2 L] -
4 18W hundreqd to internment,, and énother few hundred to e Dloymznt

a)\u =STRT \U\J 3 3 ~ 4 T4 42 . 1

The - administration for the Japanese Dlace jmm<% emohasis on
at+3 A NTOOoT _ Y ’S T vy et . =100 ; 3 3
<uiON Drogram by not E1vVing aid to eéndloyable Single men in the

willing to £0 east vere given free wnunmUﬁWﬁMﬁwonu food m~404m:omv and

. '
-~ - YN - -y - LY - -
‘2lntenance sum, TLater 1h uhe vear,"all 'Jepanesa C2nadian single
oy b -~ )1_‘\ < B e u\ca‘ J'Jnc - -
acsd under Selsctive >ervice (civil) Repulations ang o closar
o ity L TR g - : . Q : Q :
Mdde between J2panesge Placement, ’2rvice end the >2lective Sarvice

In 1943, move of Javanese to Untario and Quebec *as slow but steady

=ived only a small share, mostly beccuse such vork was more cenvenient and

ort of men in British Columbia and on the Prairies, Few hundred
families miprated to such places as Toronto, Hamilton, T.ondon ard

Lnother 150 girls came east mostly for domestic and hospisal vork

2lthough a few score of girls went into factories 2nd offices, laundries ang

AWPLUH-.(U.W °

tent at ma

>mical works, radio factories, ete. Thev 7mmm provel] keen and conpe-

ny skilled trades,
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Jan, 1 July 1

Ontario 1475 135200 1,650, 10015939 . 2,424, 2,613
Quebec 37 70 96 135 334 451
faritimes !-;;.N;.-? ‘ -m. ‘ H ) 7 i 1
18 s ey2 .. 74T 24125 2,759 3,065
There were obvious obstacles which slowed down the relocation
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-security of
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rumours
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The reception of

f the "foreign territories

Housing
the pvast and go e2st.

distrust of offers by the Commis
urging them to move out =a3t %o
own interests,

evacuees to esstern Canada in 1942
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and deughters go east 2lone,

--~ ex-fishermen, business men
with-

marriesd men reluctant to ¢
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n 2nd compleéint from maladjusted
enified to discourage the faint-

nd the Goverrment nolicy in

employment in their
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loyalty even in taking full share in
newcomers' taking up employment with
ants, tanneries, laundries,

on and mjrmwwwjgwﬁezjzﬁw 164

These were the aged and the M:wwdn%

v
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opened in 1946 at Moose Jaw,

arrivals encouraging employers to sae2k

British Colunbia, mostly in family groups. In five years

askatchevan and Ottawa, Ontario to further

Tha reason so many Japanese moved east in 1946 is because of

{ 3 ¥ b f 1 | b - - - - - . L1 . - . - -
01 ition and LuLviny Dy >loyers and by the publiec alike who Xnew v ry
KX g LU, RO g T r R i S - . ) - T
little about them, Hoviever, the first arrivals had made a good impression.
“J. - 5 Mo 11 :).u._.. J._. 3 . ' z L. . . . ] 1 . M
ot 3 S . wtlol K gl LLYy N l-educ .r..:w.. oblig lng, 1nausy rious, Spoke .‘::m
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W ( | A 4na ployers appracizted their aluable #ssistance on f ms, in
= P X » yoResEs . h . L : ; .
: 2 1 3, nd in nes. hus, the located Jepanese won reso ct and
0.2 nrd sl = -
LENASN1D overcoming any protest or

community war efforts. Thes
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them on farms, lumber - saw mills, ferti-

hospitals, domestic help, etc.

4 - 1946

British Columbsa there were only 6,776

Japanese of whom 900 resided in the one remaining settlement at New Danver.

Therefore, for practical purposes the

relocation program from the Housing Centers was comnleted. In 1944 only about
600 movad east of the rockies. In 1945, about 925 relocated: mostly single

pearsons end married couples. In 1946, approximately 4,700 moved eastward from

that province exceseded 15,000 persons.
In addition to Japanese Placement Offices set uo in 1244 at Leth-

bridge, Vinnipeg, Fort William, Toronto, and lgntreal, offices were also
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Y.W.C.A.'s and ex-nationzl defence camps provided temporal quarters. Hostels
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ovinces and northern Ontario. At Januzry 1st
1947, there were still 280 persons in Moose Jaw hostels awaiting transfer :
placemant in empnloyment.
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Quebec 151 52 39 (167" 1. O Ry
Maritimes 1 RO 1 1 18 17

3, 065 3,447 3,784 4,459 5,916 7,880
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Ceneral Effects of Resettlement

< e ¢ relocating east from British Columbia
access of re-establishing of those who came
2ast earlier. The beneficial results were undoubtedly the ch:
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wide perspective” from their restrictzd activities and interast

. n nterasts on the Pacific
coast., As their economic and social basis grew, their educational znd occu-

. o : b
pational employment widsnjzlso and they tended to keep their children longer

in educational institutions to prepare them better for their own future. An
increasing number began attending colleges, universities, and various other

schools. Another large increase wa2s the number of girls in employment over
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ensus reports 8,778 Japansse employed
u.rJ. H»..-..Hh‘um.ﬂj Ol‘u..,p.t].T_J.m OH) .q..._ﬁq...,.j a)ua_._J_f“%- HUHJO f-i\nw.u u_)ﬁud,\J_H.uﬂo HHH O..u m..DaJu.uH.- H.\\J__\.mw +w4_.mwam

'ere 9,624 Japanese empnloyved across Canada of which 3,046 vere females.

Between 1942 and 1944, Spain, the protecting power for Japanese

interssts in Canada hzd recesived apnlications for renatriztion to Ja2p2n from

a fevi thousandjothers were undecided. Therefore, to find out more definitely
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Distribution of Japanese by Province

1942 1947
Jan. ls J2n, 1s%
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ew Brunswick 0
Prince Edward Island 0 6
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lotal in Eastern Canada 159 7,880
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