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may be agreed would be regarded

proced the above lines which
. i g kind of work and

(2) Cases not cleared up by the action at (1) ocould be referred to T.E.3 L 1 in chaxEe BP W

.lﬂ Mr. SIVHB.:
Branch, if estimated to produce more than, say, £500 or if there is prima as a flexible one

facie evidence that the person for whom the property is reported may not be . knows mary

a German enemy, e.g. (a) the name suggests non-German nationality, (b) the
name suggests a bank or other depot or (¢) the person is a woman who may
therefore have had, or have since acquired, other than German nationality.

T.E.3 Branch will search the T.W.E.D. index which, besides giving
references to departmental files, if any, and information acquired in
different ways, ocontains a reference to any MCAX information received.

If an MGAX declaration has been made by the person for whom the
property is reported, the Branch will examine the appropriate tabulation.
Individual MGAX declarations are not sent to us, but only the tabulated
results. The Form itself, however, provides for the declarant stating if
any external asset is held for other persons, and unless a mistake has been
made in coding the retwrn, the inclusion of the ;:m:np¢.=.:'1;3:‘r or of an item
Judged to include the property in the tabulation should be conclusive of
G-emnﬁemw ommership. If the liabilities section of the tabulation is in
our possession, it will also be searched for any possible liens. The index
to the Enemy Debts Register would be examined at the same time for liens,
but it must be borne in mind that this is only a voluntary Register and too
much reliance cannot be placed on its campleteness.

(5) If no MGAX information is available, the Branch will search any
pertinent departmental files, and in the cese of a waman, will consult the
Home Office so as to pick up any who have acquired or regained British
nationality. This last ection will not, however, help where the woman has
acquired some other non-German nationality.

If the above procedure still does not resolve the question positively,
the Branch will send an enquiry to Investigations Branch in Germany where

the property is likely to produce, say, over £1000 or any other cases where
»

special circumstamces indicate the need for such action.




e

0 L} r k .1 § . ] - l"' i '] .
- i d . . 15 . W o 08
i ' h I i
3 .‘ 5 ; ] : 1._-'-‘.,.11! e $ g

:}. : .!'.a : . i

o R cre rcnce- Tl LR ] vib m“ "!"‘:""'*"‘ﬂﬁ!ﬁr i -
: : Sl s
o -
. e
1 r -‘ I o+ o

At present we are considering physical property -

machines, jewellery, chattels, instruments etc. he
type of enguiry which you suggest, would apply only to

- individual Germans and is unlikely to produce information
on which we could work with certainty, except in & small
proportion of cases. Reporting was done bp;information
about residence by all sorts of people, and a stock enquiry
would either produce "no knowledge" replies or the indefinite|
type of answer which would have to be followed up in detail |,
with the correspondent, probably a lengthy process. If the
German has enquired about the property (there have been &
few cases? there will usually be correspondence on the
Custodian's file already.

I should think that whatever we do short of full enquiry
to settle ownership there will be a risk of selling non- |
German property or the property of Germans who have got
away. Most of it will not be of great value and if sale
proves later to have been unjustified it is probable that
we shall be able to satisfy most of the owners by handing
over the proceeds. My suggestion is that sale phould " s« #

proceed: - é

A

(a) If all available files provide a reasonable
| o assumption of Cerman ownership o d
& WH'.—"’ ' . . | - At

¥ ﬁ (v) If the property reported is of & value less

fiche | wd ;_-m than a fixed amount - say £500 |
| ¥
This could be subject to a 1ist of exceptional types,
such as the married woman, or the depot, in which special
enguiry would be made. ' i

-l ’
Should Mr. Carter be asked to consider the general
principles on which we should proceed - perhaps a discussion

between all concerned would be useful. R R .
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(2) it is &p
a4 sproport

(3) Action will
e will (a)

(i) ¥he
referred 10 Tebed o T Edee OF
will not »Xpec

A 1 oBoJ o NOWSYERs “c
in Ce {n cases where ‘
E.m £1,000.

(5) In strajghtforwerd |
Vesting Orders with a view

re sction at (3) suggests Giff
T Eels 88 WAY '
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1¥.

l. My earlier contact with some of the cases 1isted leads to doubt
whether the list is a true cross-section of the problem, It seems to be ! pwpar et
of cases with special features which make sale unlikely (e.g. one is of
possible negligence by the holder). We have sales in train for many more
cases than those on the list, and progress S50 far prompts the view that we
shall probably sell 60-70% of the commercial type
for a return which will be worth while, we have had one unexpe
result due to scarcity value and there may be others- later - the results seem
unpredictable from the information on the reports. The saleable proportion
of the private property will probably be lower but the goods saleable more
easy to sell than the commercial stuff.,

2., With the commercial cases most of the holders receive@l consent
early in the war (the Custodian's action = since regularised). What now
remains is the odd machines and stock remnants which they have been unable
to sell, Moreover they do not seem interested to find buyers and some have
told us that goods are unsaleable which we ouraelves To
act now by the consent method will not force sales, though a number of holders
nave offered to take goods over at a price and many such offers seem acceptable.

3, To use specific vesting orders may mean making four hundred or so,
to cover the jewellery etc. by 2 general order would save about half this
number, Our difficulty would be to determine that the owner is in Germany,
our enquiries about this have nearl ways drawn a blank, If with such an
order we can act on ~ts without establishing whether at
the date of the order
death, we could collect
be certain that the property taken
always be easy - there is of cours
but we should have %o act within any leg
a legal definition was given of Chippendale
‘the Antique dealers).

L, With the low value property (Your 2(b)) where no pre-war trading
authority exists we could release, but we are receiving offers from holders
for some of it and y not to acc The value and the

offer usually result from our preliminary enquiry.

5, With the more valuable
consent will not necessarily produce a sale by
to vest and sell ourselves, if we are advis
mentioned the possibility of a stock form of order with blanks and a schedule
which could be filled in here, but I do not know whether you have considered
this further. Your 2(d) is the line we have worked on so far for cases of

the type.

6. 1If it is possible to use a stock order,
easiest method, provided that its application is direc
disposal policy, in the widest manner possible, €.8.
or an enemy subject" on the basis of the original report, e
contrary information volunteered or already on Departmental files; J
there is none such then to go ahead. Another suggestion is a general 5%
vesting of "property transferable by delivery", *the phrase used in the Treaty . _
of Peace Orders, -~ Ve could release the low value stuff, and this definition 8
is more workable than a restricted one. - We . Jmf"
the consent making it clear that it was 4 4B 3

without the permission of the owner.
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The Controller=General thinks reaso priority should be
given to the job of vesting and selling the ‘o::lmlm J of 3
German property for which we have to account to IARA, and he }
asked me to approach you and Mr. Campbell with a
start made. The matter has become fairly urgent in |
develcpment® which I have mentioned to you.

Mr. Campbell tells me he can provide 2 C.0's, 1 Grade 2
and 2 Grade 3 Clerks, and Mr. Hawkins may be able to furnish one or
two others from other Departments of the Board . ir. G.5. Bailey has
no staff to spare. |

Under present arrangements and under the proposed rewmm.ntm :I'
the executive responsibility would, I think, rest with you. If you i &8
think I can be of assistance, please let me know.

i e

Mr. Slatford. D. .
Octoberl IM-

3 (818)
~ W151635/2658
B} ,000 4/48
~ JC&S 786/208

~ (REQIMEAN)
Code 5-33-0

s and
more infoarmation at the time of n:fﬁ the original T.E. returmn A

may easily hwobm:lno-mmumﬂth the owner since the uid.'t!

War and in this way may be able to give sufficient information to allow g
er or not to sell. Such a letter could
nor the declarant %o

heldsit far another German or a

the Custodian to decide wheth
in stock form and would put neither the Department
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ing Staff by the elimination of

g¢ion to this proposal 18 to ask whether it is

any anquir:laa.
been freed for some time and

ential work, my first reac

for T.E.D Branch to make T4 is now three years

non-ess

really necessary

since the end ©of hostilities;

non-German. The declarant

..s“.fe‘ﬁ the original T.E. retwrn and

owner since the end ott :

heldsit for another German or a

more jnformat
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