Okanagan Roused

| Opposition to
Japanese Hunt
ForMew Homes

Parties of Japanese, belleved
to represent Canadian-born and
naturalized Japanese at the
Coast, are touring Interior Brit-
jsh Columbia in expensive aufos,

(A Gue&t Editor@
‘It Can’t Happen
Here?’

(From the Cowichan Leader) .

Singapore, it is feared, is about to fall. Contributing

to that dire Tesult, we are told by Cecil Brown, journal-
ist on the spot, has been vicious fifth-column activity by
little brown men deemed to be very innocent and thus
not molested by the authorities.
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apparently with a view to )
voluntarily move from the Paci Then there has been the fallacious assumption that
fle Coast defense area. the Japamese could mever come through the Malayan

The Japs, apparently well swamps and jungles; and even 2 stupld confidence that
educated, have cnquired at | the Japanese would mot even dare to attacl such =

many real estate firms regards
tng fruit and farm lands.

First advices of the move
came from Kelowna, where The
Courier, weekly newspaper there,
reports in the eurrent issue that
in most real estate offices they
were informed that the firm did
not wish to do business with
them. ° !

Questioned by Provincial
Police, their spokesman was non-
committal as to their intentions

stronghold as’ Singapore. Agein those fateful words:

“it can't happen here!”

Angd here we ate on Vancouver Island like the neck
of a chicken stuck out ready mext for the axe, while an
apathetic Government at Oftawa sfill in effect chants
those same damning words, “it can’t happen here,” and
tells the people of this Island and B.C. that the coast
defense is adequate. :

1f B.0, wishes to miss the helplses feeling of unpre-
parednéss in emergency, and the terrors of being beset

and lttle could be ascertained as
to their previous occupations at
the Coast.

Officers were told that they,
{the Japs, had been instructed to
report to the postmaster in e
gavd to the change of address
on their registration cards.

“It, 1s apparent,” sald The
Courier, “that these groups were
acting as scouting parties for

from without and within, her people will have to rise
in a body and demand greater defense prepatation and

internment of ail Jap

whether

33

ed loyal or

otherwise,

R. W, Mayhew, B3R, Is
in trying to impress upon th
menace of Japanese

doing 2 geod job at Oftawa
e government the potential

“yoaming at will on the Pacific

Const.” His hend should be strengthened with » flood
of telegrams Indicating the. widespread alarm here over
the .situation-and its possibilities.
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