H a
~It s hoped- eatly cti
put-the ‘mines -in the'

and= on’ Vancouver,
work.” - - :
The cost. plus plan 164
“of “by-passing the tariff,” which
~ | Congress shows no slgn of R
J«ducing, °
Meanwhile, (he two natlunk
are actively considéring a ‘plan
to extend the o A
But while thi et _may |
desired by millitary] authorities
shortage of steel for ralls may
héld it up for the present, &f
least. It is questionable that
when steel is needed for suck = %
No. 1 priorities as ships, enough -
could be spared for rails and =
rolling stock. - B

Sunloch, Mt.Sicker
Near VYictoria, Included
“I do think, although I know

One:sdlvo made & dlrect hit on
ew cruiser or ‘battleship under
struction?. in the. navy “yard,
dlittle xelated in a statément,
I “left it in flames.”

*he’ aircraft plant-was strewn
h incendiafy bombs “along a
wrter of & mile” of its length,
added. <
apanese planes gave the raid~
little trouble, their leader re-
ted, and not much difficulty
s encountered in getting to the
zctives in the sensational raid,
ch threw Japan into confu-
1 and gave a great lift to the
tale of the United Nations,
le from 'inflicting important

say.réscued sallors ., Ss; Empress of Asfa

MONTREAL (CP)——The Cana- ] p ‘a steady barrage,
dlan Pacific. liner - Empréss of |ahditis reckoned-that two enemy
‘Asia’ was bombed to destriction | planes were brought down.
off Sumatra February 5 with| pate in the afternoon, officers
the . troops 'She was carrying|of the vessel circled the ship
blasting at the Japanese planes|aboard a naval craft, HM.S:
with anti-aireraft and@ machine | Sedlitz, and organized fire par-
guns until flames drave them off | ties from nav:1 ships, in the hope
the ship, it was revealed here|of saving the forward and after
today. ends, "where much valuable milf-

Officlal announcement of thejtary equipment, machine guns
loss said merely that the Aslaand small ammunition were
was destroyed by air attack while | stored.” But a breeze had sprung
engaged in transporting {roops| up in the meantime and the fire
to Singapore. The details of} party could not approach the
what happened to the former|{shjp.

‘,.

Vlsrfed Victoria
Every 3 Months

The Empress -of Asla vxshed
Victorfa regularly every,. three.
months for a quarter of a.century
when she was plying in the Trans-
Pacific service  between - Van-
couver, Victorla, Japan and Chifa,

She came here in 1913 from her
builders' yards in the United
Kingdom with her sister-ship.
That was a ‘memorable ; year In
Victoria shipping as it marked
the advent of a new type of ship
in the trans-Pacific service. It

and burhed while tmnsporting
troops to Singapore may be told
as it was -given newsmen here
by 14 -Cansddian survivors of the
cisaster,’ landed April 18,

The Canadians sald they were
only six miles outside besiegad
Simgapore when Japanese dive
bombers spotted the trooplad:n
{ransport and from a height of
about 25,000 feet began tb plaster
the ship with bombs,

“About 80 In all were dropped,”
Owen’ Gillett of Vancouver, 18-
vear-old survivor, said, “and five

of them were direct hits”” Four

nage, luxury liner were released herei Four days later, boarding of " > vl h 1a no details, that there is some-
o0li . lin the form of a report to the e | OF the ﬁve.struck well forward, | saw the arrival on her -malden s g
oolittlé~said that the squad campany from Chiefpomcer b the shaitered, fire-swept hull was near the bridge, but one crashed | voyage of Ss. Niagara, which | thing In the wind in this re

of American planes came in
t “over the housetops, and
pped bombs from 1,500 feet.
+ low-level flying, he said,
Je-it difficult to observe the
1its of the bombs,

[t appeared to us,” the flying
eral declared, “that practi-
¥ every bomb reached the
set for which it was intended.
would like to have tarried+
watched the later develop-
its of fire and explosion, but
n so were fortunate tc re.
e a fairly detailed report
n the excited Japanese radio
adeasts, It took them several
rs to calm ddwn to decep-

still impossible because of the
jntense heat. The following day,
with Keppel harbor under con-
tinuous artillery fire and fre-
quent bombings, the remaining
personnel of the liner were o1~
-dered out of the area in three
small coasting vessels, “being the
only means left of getting away."

Two of the coasting vessels
eventually found their way to Ba-
tavia in safety, The third pro-
ceeded to Palembang. -Forty-five
minutes after she arrived, short of
fuel oil and out of provisions,
Japanese parachute troops and
naval units arrived in the vicin-

gard,” Hon, Herbert Amscomb,
Minister of Mines, said “today.
I wouldn’t be surprised if the
federal government, to get ™more
copper and other war metals,
would do something like this,
although I have heard of no
international scheme. I .think
Ottawa . has come to the con-
clusion the countty must have
copper, as it must have ofl,”
There are three copper mines
on Vancouver' Island — Coast
-Copper—of-Counsolidated —Mining—-
and Srnelting Company, behind
Port Alice; Sunloch, near Jor
dan’ River, and Mount Sicker,
near Duncan, All are now idle, «

was lost last year off the New
Zealand coast by enemy action, |l
The,Nijagara replaced the smaller
vessels in the Australlan service,
while the big white Empresses
with their three funnels, intro-
duced a luxury service' to the
Orient, The yachtlke two-
stackers, Empress of-China, India
and Japan, had been used- over
the latter route for 20 years,
Empreds of Asia and a sister.,
ship-engaged-in-a-new-tussle for’
the blueribbon of the Pacific.
The older Empresses had been
running from Yokohama to Vie
toria in a little more than 10 days

into the galley, causing a fire,

' Other fires sprang up and soon
flames were roaring through the
liner, turning her into a funeral
pyre for many- of the 44 Cana.
dians in" the crew, However,
about 100 seamen escaped, along
with the majority of the 2,500 Im.
perial troops aboard.

Gallant Yarra

Praised for Rescue

. EScape by lifeboats was Impos-
slble—(hey too were burned—and
crew members said they owed
their lives to the Australian

Smith.

The death blow came while the
Asia was in _a convoy of four
transports escorted by the British
cruiser Exeter.

Empress Escaped
First Big Attack

The convoey was passing
through the narrow Banka
strails when the first attack, by.
27, bombers, came. The Empress
"Was last in line and came in for
a severe attack, but escaped any
direct hits although bomb splin.
ters damaged lifeboats and deck

dow, ity, sloop Yarra. The litt) hting |

and accusation.” planking, Etgnegnd w?t]r? vhe::el c:;g;]e?:::t ghlIJpSldlm up to tehe bl:z,élggbeh; but the new fliers sliced"a full | The Sidney Inlet copper mihe,
¥ BALL GAME The lethal attack came while traveling overland to Batavia. moth and took off the. ,men, all day ogf that time., They took|{abandoned by ﬂJapanese opera-
oolittle said part of his party | harar mron 1o e T oinE | “The company's official . an. | the time keeping her guns pump. (WIS inholding the record until { tors a few years ago, is mined

Sultan Shoal, 16 miles. from Kep-
pel Harbor and had to slow down
1o take aboard pilots to- travel
-through the mined--areas —. .
sed from vView. - The “1woT ships— immednately
;10 identity of the leader of “ahead of us teceived divect hits,
nirArahf had remained a and then the Empress of Asia,
oly -“guarded secret. Just being {he Jargest vessel and the

L8 last In line, came in for the con.
we pinning the Congressional . : . "R
Ial of Honor on Doolittle's centration of the attack,” "Chiefl

st, Mr. Roosevelt remarked| Off.gﬁ&;‘;{tg \f’t:vt:_g.m low dive
1a "’7’\;" to‘l‘(ip}qr:]crs ﬂm;ud‘ ﬁ“"bumters flew over at an esti-
1 a ecolumnist had guessed it.

eside Gen. George C. Mar- mated helght of 600" feet, There

. were many near misses from
1, chief of staff of the US. bombs, . causing violent concus-

out,

“There’ is no doubt the Unlted
States-is- desperately short of
copper at the moment,” an offi-
cial' of the mines department
said today, “and they may be
. . . making arrangements with Ot.
Alded in Chase tawa to step up the price. Ot--

. tawa has always taken the. stand
Wh|Ch Ended.Emden —| that as_ long as we are an ex-

When war broke out In 1914 } porter of capper they are not
twisted steel skeleton and ruined the Empress of Asia was com-| going to do anything to ponus
engines. | mandeered and fitted out as {us. The present copper mines

So ended the “lucky ship” repu- | auxillary. cruiser. The - Empress | in’ B.C. are not in operation be-
tation the Empress of Asia had |of Asia was in the fleet headed | cause they can not %cguczzhat .

nd - then .

the .arrival of Ss. Empress of
Canada in the '20s when shé was
crowned Queén of the Pacific/
Subsequently the laurels went to
Ss. Empiess of Japan, which is
the present holder. ~

ing lead into the bomber-filled
skies,

The Yarra alterward was sunk
during the Allied ‘withdrawal
[rdm the Dutch East Indies,

Attempts to save the Asia were
{utile. Out of control, she drifted
into a mine field and finally ran
aground, the fire dying down only
when nothing was left but her

nouncement read:

“The Admiralty have granted
perm)ssion to Canadian Pacific
| Steamships Limited to announce
that the Empress of Asla was
sunk last spring by attack in the
Far East while engaged in trans.
porting troops to Singapore.”

Registered at Vancouver, the
‘Eitipiess of Asia ran between
that port and~Vieloria and cities
in the Orlent. Built in Glasgow
in 1913, she was 570 feet long, 68
ﬁeeltt w1de and had a depth of 42
{:0 08

2rved a ball game in progress
one .point and players and
Mators did not start to. rund
cover until just as the field

. . i’ enjoyed during two years of ferty- [ py H.M.A.S. Sydney which ran | the present price.

?’o?t{rim:{rrg; :lir é‘;:?ég' sions. Finally the ship was h1.!, 2nd Lar + Sh ing troops aecross the Atlantie, dgwn the destructive German thelé%s labor, I do not sce hlow

Mr, Roosevelt, no one knew | 5 J2U as can be ascertained, in ges 'p ‘tdown the dangerous Mediterran- | crujser Emden in the Indian|Wwe can kéep the mines going
. ' ; . .

1t the decoration until a few thrée places simultaneously, the! Lost By C.P.R. .Jean Sea lanes and across the|Qcean. without  sclective  service. or

locations of hits being—forward

hazdrdous stretches of the Pacific,
of No. 1 funnel, after end of

Not once was she touched—until

nents previous, And Mr, of Asia was’ somelhmg like that.” .

sevelt said he thought it

The Empress of Asia was the The Empress

s . centre of great reception here in

1d be quite a surprise ty Gen, | 102nge dome, and through Fdab,’," d?:sngalc?;geﬁe:?i&;&;h]czs(sfa};? those five Japanese bdmbs (vietorta o Januaryl,) 1919, when Churchlﬂ Candldafe
little, Mar[sha]l and Arnold ;0‘ 12!5 og the ;laxdboard side. ‘P;\;en announced so far in the \va} rashed on her decks. ;h‘—‘ bmgghtl h°“,‘e'1 oggaCatn}: Elected in Chichester
e on hand for the ceremony,| Bombs Smashe 05t serious loss was that of the L Whi anama Canal, over 1, - | '

; ost ite Coat nasn ot CHICHESTER, Eng. (CP)—
vas Mrs. Doolittle, who was Through Decks 42000-ton  Empress of Britain, War S N dian troops’from*England, The ‘government, defeated in two
m here from Los Angeles. 9 fagship of the fleet, in the Atlan.| I War Service (Vancouver Story Page 11). [ acent by-elections, today retaifad "

. The bombs benetrated through | e early in the war. - In peacetime the glittering|  ~. T, T oy Chichester when. Lieut.-Cmdr. .

all decks down to fire” fanflats,

~—In--addition; four of five ships | white Juxury liner sailing from
causing casualiies and starting

tarting | in the nBeavp.«u class—e TRV and Victoria was
fires. ~ Although fire partles| s operated by the company |widely known in the Canadian Pa-
sprang inte action immediately, | have been announced as lost.—
there—avas no water available, | the Beaverdale ,_Beaverburn, Bea-
apparently due’ to damaged;verbrae ang Beaverford. Also
mains,_The fire was soon out of Hlost. was the liner Montrose,
control, the . forward

Lancelot Joynson-Hicks, Conser-
vative, trxmmed two Independent
candigales;

N
Refuse Japs nght
cific Steamship Empress line.
However,- in this port the Asia
was_better known as troop trans
porf, a long, dirty-colored ship

T, . -
A group of J’apanese, evacuated :
.from- the coast and anxious fo

Tie " Sultan’_Shoal

isolating
and after parts of the ship.

““The shjp was anchored close
with - -both.

..Tdoned,

anchors down, The bridge mean-
time was in flames and hed o]
be abandoned. Stretcher cases |
were lowered to the boat§ and
later” dispatched to hospital.

12,30 the ship was finally abap-
the commander, chie[

which had been converted into
an auxiliary ecruiser.

The Empress of Asia, with her
sister ship the Empress of-Rus-
“isia, was built by the Fairfield
Shipbuilding Company” at ithe
Clydeside. “A_three-funnelled .coal
burner, she was propelled by~
[ folr screw turbines with six
doublc-ended and four single.

otﬁcer and officer "commanding
troops being the last to leave |
The Asia was not abandened,
‘beforé“some—toll was exacted on
.the attackers the report showed

2 Enemy Planes {

r:=|r+,. Ack A ,.b

ded-bhailars

Officers—of the ship Tfom Van-
couver were Captain J, B, Smithy{
D. Smith, chief--ofticer;—F ¥t
Johnstone first officely C; ’W—
Cross, second officer; J. W. Don.
nelly, “thirg ofﬁcTr‘"H_J_OWéT,'
chfef engineer, an‘d‘ﬁz‘D‘Mm‘J

“The “removal and attentlon to

life was: comparatively small,” it

ﬁmes,.drwen
1ewx highway ‘In Iran en
' The trucks; loaded with |

Radxophoto)

sald, and then added: "Mearn:|
while attacks by low: dive-bompb-
ers had to be contended with, and

gan, purser,

that stayed in harbor. only long
enough to pack her holds with
soldiers and airimen. They, tod,
cdlled her a “lucky ship” as the
months rolled by "and .German
submarines and planes failed to
“catch her— =

It was .in this port, too; that
the Empress of Asia catered to

A group ‘of Aussie airmen, fed-

“rupswith--thelp=quarters,—.walke

| down her gangplank and refuse

-—Q-S-?ﬂ_m! .clalmed—they—had]
ced mﬁome hold,

—nge.
’I’he_14_canad1ans who sur-
vived- the transport’s last trip]
were not aboard her then. They

AN EAST COAST CANADIAN
[PORT—CP) — With the official.
| announcement Today of the 1655

of the Empress’ of Asia, the

our ship's guns, togeth@r witir]
machin,

| story of how the 16,309-ton Cana.

uns_imm the units on dlan Pacific liner was - beached same, terms as_other suwivox

Roger Dendmmee—hail from
Three Rivers, Que, and Montreak
“HeTh er- On_Of_Vancguver,

her first dissatisfied.customers.,__

*lister referred the application to

start farming in the northern
interior, were today refused per—
mission by the-provineial cabinet
to _buy land,—Acting Premier R,

a meeting of the Executive Coun-

1., Maitland, ‘K.C, said followirg |

L

¢il,, at which he presnded in the
absenee in Ottawa of Premxer
John Hart.

Some weeks ago a firm of Van.

r lawyers made application
o Jusuce ce Minister St, Laurent in
Offawa 16 purchase 160 acres—of
land in _Burns-Lake-d{striot—for-|
30 Japanese ‘families who wished
tharve_.The Justice Min.

the- B.C. Attorney-General, who
in turn consulted the cabmet be.
1 fore_announcing his de sion,

in the neighborhood had no b

Jectionto the Japanese, . -
“We “considered ~the—Jap

application, ‘but af the present

a surviver._took the story of the
J sinki ently. .in - much the

momeént Were not inclined fo give

| ab 2871 The lawyers, in their letter to —
icasua\ty{cixses and s;s}f’etyf of ‘!‘\5: Survivors-Relate <ploined—u b'zﬂzr m;w‘hgmi\g:g Mr.-St..Laurent,Safd- th&lomﬂom_nmmm
n~ general wereg ve €. W ere all but two o m was isolated-and white Canadians
and well jn hand, so the loss of Stor Y of S'""J Those two—HectdF Millett and George- Medal ‘hRS been

awarded_ Lieut.

| Tellier,. R.C.N.\ L&-&f ot

[mount, Que, ‘The™ -det:ora.tl()mu

coolness”

our consent to the p]an," Mr.
Mamand_saxd. - .

posal” inmdent.’




