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 World War II ends. All internment camps, except for New Denver, are ordered to close 
and settlements of shacks bulldozed. Japanese Canadians are told to move east of the 
Rockies or be exiled to Japan. 

 Japan attacks Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, USA. The US declares war on Japan. Canada 
declares war on Japan. All Japanese Canadians, regardless of where they were born, 
are seen as a threat to national security.  

 The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms comes into being.  

 Japanese people begin to arrive in British Columbia and settle along the coast. Manzo 
Nagano is the first Japanese individual known to land and settle in Canada.  

 Japanese Canadian communities throughout Canada celebrate the 125th anniversary 
of the arrival of the first immigrant from Japan. “Things” Japanese have become part of 
Canadian society. Intermarriage is very common.  

 Four years after the end of World War II, all restrictions are lifted; Japanese Canadians 
are allowed to return to the BC coast and are given the right to vote.  

 A delegation is sent to Ottawa by the Japanese Canadian Citizens’ League to seek the 
right to vote. 

 Redress. The Government of Canada acknowledges the injustices suffered by 
Japanese Canadians during wartime and offers an apology and monetary 
compensation.  

 All Japanese Canadians are forcibly moved from the 100-mile “protected” area along 
the BC coast. While they are interned, their homes, businesses, farms, fishing boats, 
properties, and personal possessions are sold without their consent.  


