234 Cottingham Street,
Toronte 5, Omtario,
April 16, 1944,

Department of the Secretary of State,
Ottawa, Canada.

Desr Sir:

The DUirector of the Ulffice of the Custodian in Vancouver has motified
us of your policy of liquidation of Japunese property. Because of this policy
my property has mow been catalogued for sale., This liquidation is against your
promises, and my wishes, furthermore it is utterly undeserved,

Please remind yourselves that before our oppressiom became politically
fashionable, abetted by your evacuation policy and your seemingly tacit approval
of all the undemocrstic propaganda directed agalnst us who are not your enemles,
that the Japsnege minority had the best reputation for morals and for sivie
spirit of amy minority in British Columbis. According to the Canadian Institute
of Public Opinion, this reputation is still intact in spite of all the loud abuse
levelled against it.

The contribution which my husband and I heve made to this reputation is
more than ordimary. My property at 42 Gorge Road, Victoria, B, Cs is tangible
evidence of this comtribution., My husband has invested heavily im our home and
garden, During & period of ten years we have succeeded in colliecting many value-

able snd rare plents, shrubs amd trees. Of these the most exotic are two gardenla
trees from which amy husbend coaxed successfully msny blooms. They are probably
the only non-commercial gardenia trees in Victoria. On one occassiom the Parks
Superintendant of Viectoria approached my husband and obtained for grafting souwe
buds of & rere variety of cherry blossom. Both of us are proud of our collection,
not only for its walue but also for its endearingly beamtiful response to our
care and for the deep satisfaction it gave us.

Our unique collection wes well kmown and was widely apprecisted by fellow
hobbyists, Testimony of this appreciation is shown in the way people would stop
to compliment us as they strolled by, meny requested permission to walk through
our garden, motorists local and tourist would slow down or even stop, and driver
of sightseeing busses used to point out our home and garden as they drove by.
Then the evacustion becase a stark reamlity my hucband received many offers froa
purseries to buy our collection but he declined. Didn't you promise to keep im-
tact all properties until we returnmed? Isn't the garden an asset to Victoria
Just as much as it is a pride and joy to us? As for proof, during a survey com-
ducted by the Victoris Horticulturel Society to choose "Gardens that beautify
our streets®, Mr., Taksheshi was granted the Award of Merit, dated August 16,
1935, Two years later during the Hoyal Visit, Their Majesties the King and Queem
drove past our home, We treasure the uemory of seeing Her Majesty turm her head
to see our garden.

Not only did our howme and gsrden help to establish Victoria as "The Garden
City of Canada®, it also helped to cheer the sick and crippled. On Rewembrance
Day 1937, we opened our home to the public. By selling chrysanthemums which we
had grown we raised money for the St. Joseph's Hospital. In 1938, 1939, 1740
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and 1941, we did the same, with the willing snd able help of the Junior Auxilary
of the Queen Alexandra Solarium for Crippled Children, In Noveamber 1941, $233.00
was realized. Until the time of your twenty-four hour notice to leave all these
ties, my husbend wes engaged in the hard work of preparing pots and outtings for
snother chrysanthemum show snd tes. My husbend's ublective was to Imiag the total
sun of money ralssd for the Solarium above the Lo 00 mayk that isll,

As citisens of Victoria we have participated in such civic affalrs as May
24 celebrations and Christmas home lighting contests, These affairs were part of
Vietoria's constently extensive and intensive caapeign to attract tourists. Further-
more, my husband also worked as a voluntary Victory Hond salesman to the Japanese
commmity during the first and second Loans., Nor were we an expense to you st any
time during the evacuation. Our family paid our own fares east and was the first
evacuee fanily to settle in Toronto.

Today my husband isn't the mamager of his omn lncorporated business sc we
are dependant upon the income froa our properties. An undeserved liquidation of my
property at 42 Gorge Road, Vietoria, i, C. will not only Jeopardize our present
status but far worse our future welfare as well., This property is our howe, the
reward for long years of toll and anticipation, a source of recrestion, a stake in
the future of Victoria, and an insurance for our later welfare. By hmsbend Lis now
too advanced in yesrs to earn & Mivelibhood, his Lealth ia beginning to fall, and i
looking forward to retirement next yewur,

After ell our efforts im good citlzenship we do not deserve to have our
retirement jeopardized by the liquidation of our properties,

{fours very truly,

"TOYO TAKAHASHI
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Moy 25, 1944.

Mr, Massru NITTA .

Registretion No. 12821,  AMR ¢/0 ¥r, E. 0. Truessn,
80 Csroline Avemue, 274 Spadine Aveume,
Toranto, Untsirio, Ioronte, Untario,

Desr Sirs

Tour lettsr ses yeteived May 15, 1944 snd your recerus
heve been carefully read,

e can sppreciate that the disposal of your roperty
wilil be @ matier of jerszoncl econcern, lHowever, the sale of
propertie: to tie Director, Tie Veteruns? Land Aot wae carried
ut 85 & part «f ¢ policy of liculdetion cutiired by Ottave
on the bacsis of sooreived vealues,

Your letter hwe been pleged upon our files so thet youy
comcents L regerd O th 8 sele il remain o Pecord Dut wve
¢in only sdvige you thet we are uweble ¢ cmsider sny sltema-
tive in regevd to tuls atter,

In sccordence w.t our M uest we have encloseld leresith
& Shoque in the smount of 1400690 peniing the settlenent of
& smell legel fee in connection wita the cunveysnce of youp
property. Upon the settlesent of this sccount the & enoce
will be farserded to vou,

“p

ib ';”“ - r 2 tr’:,a.;._; '

e e Anderson,

Yerr Depertuent,

e.(cre ue)
TEA/BU

Credit Balance - $°1.00




19 Bayview Wood,
Fi 1‘3 inl. ‘ﬁ")(j() 'I‘,,’-l,']t‘,' (”5 ,,:‘rll).
August 3, L944:

Office of the Custodian,
506 Royal Bank Bldg.,
Vancouver, B. C.

Dear Sir:

On June 13th, 1944, I received a notification
re sale of my Property at Latimer Road, Lioverdale,
bl L(l

ihe price at which you sold the Property is
much too low. It is ROt even the taxation price
of the property. Ceould you not reconsider the
price and have it made more reasonable?

Mr. & idrs. Ford narvie, who are at present
renting the property have asked if it could be sold
to them. C(ould arrangements be made to transfer the sale
to their name?

L hope this will receive your utmost Consideration.
Il remain,
Yours very truly,

Mrs. T. watanabe,
Reg. #06858,

Per "H. Watanaben




August 8, 1944,

Mrs. Takiys WATANABRE,
Registration No. 06858,
19 Bayview Wood,
Toronte, Untario.

Desr Xadamg
We are in receipt of your letter of August 3rd, 1944.
Your remarks have been careflully read

éppreciate that the disposal of your property will be &

matter of personzl concern. However, the s:sle of properties
to the Director, The Veterans' Land ict was carried out as

part of a policy of liguidation outlined by Ottswa on the
basis of appraised values. % 1

Your letter has beer 1% upon our files so that
your comments in regerd to th jéle will remain on precord
but we can only advise you th ere unable to consider
any alternztive in regard to this matter,

Yours truly,

¥#e E. Anderson,
Farm Department,
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Harold Maeda
?'\’ hf“,, et © 96 St. Joseph
——

Toronto, Ont.
File #C0525
” CO524

Custodian.

Dear 8ir:

Will you please put our names on

of people, who do no

3
i

Masao Maedan

Haruo Maedsa

Thank you
Yours truly,

"H. Maeda"




St. Augustine's Seminary,
Kingston Road,
Toronto.

Dec. 9, 1944.

Dear Eir:

Regarding to file No. 3515. It is with very deep

disappointment that I have learned from your letter to-day that

our property of 129 - 1l0th Street, New Westminster, B. C. have
been sold.

1 am only writing to inquire about our furnitures which
we had stored in one room of the house. It's wvalue is well over
five hundred dollars and nothing is mentioned in the sale state-
ment. We like to know just what happened to it.

Hoping to receive your most kind attention and con-
sideration. I remain.

Yours truly

"Masao OHASHI"
Reg. No. 11518,

COPY FOR MR. SHEARS.

File Nos. 3344, 3315, 2377 & 7836
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Mr. Shears.

loronto 3, Ont.
Nov. 21, 1946,

A2,

Dept. of the Becrstary of State,
Office of the Custodian,
Japanase Evacuation Section,
506 Royal Bank Bldg.,
Vancouver, B. C.

This will acknowledge receipt of yours of Oct. 12, 1
must say at the outset, I am not at all satisfied with the sum received
of my assets.

In particular I feel that you sacrificed the greenhouse glass
at an extremely low price. I am informed by the W.P.T.B. officer in charge
of the Glas: Section, in Toronto, that thers hag been a greanl demand {opr
greenhouse glase both new and second hand.

i am further informed that the selling price on new glass in
Aug. 1945 was $9.92 per case. Since 6,000 sq. feet of this glass had never
been taken out of the cases, it should have been classified as new glass, and
we should therefore have received $595.20 for this. I am further informed
that the selling price for second-hand glass 1s set at 80% of the cost to
the omer. This glass cost me £7.50 per hundred sq. ft., and the transportation
charges from Victoria to Pt. Alberni were §300.00. This would mean that we
would have been entitled to charge $720.00 for the 9,000 sq. ft. of second-hand
glass, including threse fifths of the transportation charges. We should therefore
have realized something like £1315.20 for this glass, and even if our tally had
been wrong, and there was only 14,500 8q. ft. the amount realized is scarcely
half of what it should have been.

For the above reasons I wish to register a most emphatic
protest against the way this entire transaction was handled. I might also
point out that my tools, which in your opinion were worth $150.00 for insurance
purposes were given to some person for $8.50.

I have already cashed your cheque in my favour for $1256.62 but
I have accepted it merely on account of your indebtedness to me, and I am
looking to you for a further payment of some more reasonable sum for the
realization of my assets.,

Yours very truly,

*K. Nagata"

Reg. No. 07490.




103 Humber Elvd.,
Toronto 9, Ont.,
Feb. 27/47.

The Custodian's Office,
Vancouver, B. C.

Dear Sir:—

File No. 7843 & 12819
Re: Estate of Yusuke Kai, Deceased

Have received both of your letters and cheques of
November 12, 1946, and Dec. 23, 1946.

In the list of shoe repairing equipment you listed,
there were two more items not listed: Singer Shoe sewing machine
which was left at my house 328-11th St., New West'r. and a % H.P.
motor which was left at my nmeighbor's. I would like to know what
became of these because I would need it if I go in business.

The shoe repairing machines are still in care of

Rev. W. R, McWillianms.

During the war I was forced to evacuate from New
Westainster where I was born and was classed as an enemy alien.
Now that I am in Toronto I have no wish to go back to where I'm
not wanted. I intend to make my home in Toronto but find many
difficulties financial and otherwise. I hope to open a shoe
repair shop of my own someday and am living for that day. To my
thinking the Canadian Government should make some kind of
restitution on properties that has been sold and by paying shipping
charges as in my case for the machinery and help us get back on our
own 80 that we may live as a true Canadian Citizems.

Yours truly,
"Isamu Kai"

File No. 12819
Reg. No. 08408




Copy lor Mr. Shears

)D5 K(ir‘b S‘t- 'o,
r\)x ..“1‘0%” {)lut-,

File No. 9053

Office of tae Custodian
Depurtasent of the
Secretary of the State.

HEvViLg seen your leller & cueque but I'm refusal to accept tLie

cheque until the government Lo remedy tue injustice. My property 3798 k.
sastings St. Lots 10, Blk. 9 of N. pt. of Lot 116, Map 1236, Municipality
of Purnaby. The most busy business district of Vanecouver Height which was
$0la Dy the Custodian at price far below actual worth,

Wy land § ilding at 3798 k. Hastings St. we (family) first
moved in 1937 (25 U) only & brogen down saall building witsn out any
Seperale rooms or basement the garden was stone and garbage & fuli of brush.

Aiter ] bought the place had the whole place cnanged. Tne roomeg put in
& ¥ ¥ 5 ¥

floors,pertitions,doors,walls,and ceiling ali renewed % painted and ]

vhbelment concreted eac & lighting put in pi
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: Lie piace,

Ihe Custodian wes authorized under tine Far measure aci ik dispose

- i
By property without authorization from the progeriy omner.

OELeSs price Of my properiy Uy Custodisn was sbsurdly iow I imagine
£

<2 per cent of estimated value (land & buiiding garage etc.) 1

Dope tne injustice wllli be remedied,
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